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- Regional council

finds a scapegoat

The term *‘scapegoat’’ is not a pretty
one, bringing to mind images of corruption
and buck-passing and seemingly inevitable
cover-ups within the ranks.

But Halton regional councl] seems to
have found its &capegunt - and thus to have
somehow ‘“‘purged” itself of guilt-by-
association - by seeking and obtalning the
resignation of Halton's first and only chief
administrative officer (CAQ), Ernie Reid,

- Itis an easy decision to rationalize; as
chief-of -ataff and general supervisor of all
- things regional, Mr. Reid probably should

have known that things had gone amiss in
. the ion's treasury department, so far
out of kilter that gome $800,000 had been
penned Into the accounts where blank
spaces should have been.

The demotlon of regional treasurer
" Don Farmer was an obvious step for
council to take, representing not so much
punishment for making the error as careful
reprimand for {ailing to handle the huge
responsibility of his job.

But if Don Farmer's boss - Ernie Reid -
needs to be fired or ctherwise forced to
d;pﬂ:t, council must be basing its moves on
information not yet and probably never to
be publicly releaseq. There can be no other
fair and justifiable reasonto dismiss a staff
member who was virtually every bit as
removed from the “scene of the crime’ as
Halton's 24 councillors. -

As we've suggested here before, no
Halton taxpayer Is crying for blood, only
exglanatiuna. A full public: aceount of the
debacle and how it came about has yet to be
offered by reglonal council or staff, only

-of information wunless

vague speculation and a few related details
about mistaken entries and human error.

Mr. Reld's apparently solicited
resignation last week sadly ended 37 years
of near flawless civil service to Fort
William, Thunder Bay and Halton region.
His six-year old job in Halton’s top civie
spot was marred only by his lengthy ab-
sence last year when he was recuperating
from foot troubles.

For area reporters, through whom the
public obtained its only real and lasting
glimpse of the man, Mr. Reid was a
competent CAO who went to great lengths
preparing his reports for council and the
press and who invariably provided plenty
specifically
pressured to the contrary by his more vote-
conscilous augeriam. .

Mr. Reid was often assailed in the
council chamber for what elected officials
perceived as his professional shortcomings
- a delayed report, a confusing recom-
mendation - but the CAO always emerged
coolly and confidently as a man who knew
in his own heart he was doing his job
properly. -
iton voters who maintain at least a
passing - trust in regional councii will
doubtless breathe a sigh of relief to read of
the CAO's resignation, but we are not so

assured of council’s latest move. The guilty

rty in this deficlt flasco has not been
ound; a long and respectable career has
merely been tainted indelibly and a public
servant has been sent into early retirement
- & limbo of sorts - because he was in the
line of fire between the voters and the
politicians. .
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Letter from
the Editor

Y’all come

The Herald's grand Open House Thursday
afternoon was Lhe “culmination” we'd a)l hoped for.
The unexpectedly large turn-out-at 45 Guelph 5t in
Georgelown assured us that our popularity in the
commurily continues to rise, an important factor in
our efforts that we not only appreciate deeply but
Intend to pursue to the fullcst extent.

Apart from our own tidying and preparation
and the production of a large, economy-size
invitation for one and all (last week's special
supplement), the Open House was & big success
thanks 1o contributions by a lot of people.

Special thanks to go four Georgetown
businesses for making the whole affalr o very
pleasurable experience. Dave Kentner of the Dairy
Bar catered the event, McDonald's Restaurant

provided soft drinks, Ear] Ryder of Hyder's TV -
loaned a stereo system and Bob Treble's Flower

Connection added much to the building's appear-
ance with a number of lovely Moral decoretions.

Our sincere thanks 1o the various dignitaries -
advertisers, businessmen, politicians, former
Herald employees - who accepted our special
invitations to attend. Among them were Halton MP
Otia Jelinck, Halton-Burllngton MPP Julinn Reed,
J eroy {subbing for the mayor), councillars

7Yy Grubbe, Ross Knechtel, Russ Miller and
arlyn Serjeantson, former Herald editors Bob
Rutter and Terry Harley, ex-stalfers Maggic
Hannah, George Evashuk, Hichard Petrashek and
Val Caruso.

Anolher very special guest was, of course,
former Herald edilor-publisher and now tlown
councitlor Walter Blehn, who, as usual, kept many
guests amused with anecdotes from the days when
Herald reporters could complle a lengthy column on
“holiday vistloes” stmply by driving around
Georgetown and spotting sirange cars in residents’
driveways. :
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Paul Dorsey

back, now

My, how we've changed!

Our thanks, as well, to the dozens of others
who dropped by to tour the building and say hello;
I'm sure most {f not all were os impressed with the
new facilily as we are proud. 1'd like to single out
Dyanne Rivers, who came by to offer the best
wishes of the Toronto Star's Oakville (Haltén)
bureau. :
Reporter Lori Taylor and T would express a
special thanks to Claudette Smith of the Cancer
Society's local unit, who brought with her two

~T-shirts and buttons bearing the “Terry Fox

Marathen of Hope" logos in appreciation of our
recent coverage. T-shirts or naot, Terry deserved
every headtine, phote and bit of type we could
afford. )

And, last but not least, I'd personally like to
thank the young lady who was Introduced to me as a
“fan", thus making my day while simultaneously
making the whole weekly grind all worthwhite, 1
mention her, in particular, 80 I can correct an
answer I gave to one of her questions: an aspiring
journalist, she asked what "‘chequebook
journahism® is. :

Having had no personal knowledge of the
phenomenon, 1 suggested it's a matter of reporters
taking bribes or other '‘perks" 1o editorially
Influence a forthcoming story., Upon further
reflection, however, the term's true meanlng came
to me later: it is, of course, a matter of newsmen
paying thelr contacts for information. (I've never
had 1o do that eilher.)

. I'would, however, like to “'bribe"” some more
folks to come by The Yerald somelime at their
convenience (preferably not during the Monday-
Tuesday production period) and tour the lacility.
We'd like everyane who couldn't make the Open
House todrop by when they're free and look areund.
We'll make the visit worth your while with a warm
receptinon and a guided tour,

Four “gencrations" of Herald editors assembled for 2 photo at the paper's Open House Thursday,
They are (lefl to right) Bob Rutler, who Is now Dlstrict Editor at the Guelph Dally Mercury; Walter
HBiehn, who alto published The Herald for many years and I3 now a tawn councillor, among other
Interesis; Terry Harley. now a freelance reporter for an Owen Sound radio siation; and current Herald

edilor ﬁql Dorzey.
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School Bus Salety Week — September 24-30
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‘But I need him for Show-and-Tell today!’

By Stewart
Macl.eod

Oltaws Bureny
of The Herpld

The lederal government steadfast-
ly maintalna thal those televislon
adverlisementa aboul the constitution
arc entirely non-partisan, that they are
not intended to promote any particular
viewpoint and that they have nothing to
do with any possible unllateral action
by Ottawa.

“We're not trying to promote g
particular polnt of view and that's why
we are {rying to slay away from
detatl,” says a spokesman for the
government's Unity Office.

It makes one wonder why the
government declded to spend 38
milllon on a TV and newspaper adver-

lising campaign, doesn't it? If it's

reasonable to spend that kind of money
In not premoting any particular view-
peint, it's mind-boggling to consider
what might be spent on actuaily
promoting a specific idea,

As you may have noticed, the
government decided to cancel! part of
that $6 milllon program - the part that
was to go in newspapers - because
such ads would require too many

specifics.

“On radic and television.
explains a Unity Office spokesperson,
“you can make suggestlons with o
clever phrase but in print there has to
be specifics.”

And Heaven forbid thal we become
specellie, -

N NO CONNECTION

The [ederal spokesmen deny all
suggestions that the cancellation of the
newspaper ads had anything to do with
provincial complaints or counter
offensives. Not at all. The fact that

- Quebec now has decided tospend up to

$600,000 countering the Ottawa ads,
and the fact that there are similar
threatening noises from Alberta, has
nothing t¢ do with the cancellation,
they say. s

What the federal spokesmen would
like us to believe is that their ads have
nothing to do with the current constitu-
tienal impasse, that they are mere
motherhood messages, deslgned to get
us humming O Conads while we watch
Capada ‘Geese fly overhead. How
cynical of us to suggest that there are
ulterior motives,

- Tcertalnly don't want to encourage
this cyniclsm, but it strikes me as 2
colossal coincidence that after the
country has gone 113 years without
constitutional adverlisements that
they would suddenly appear just alter
Prime Minister Trudeau has hinted at
possible unilatera! federal Initlatives
in this field. But perhops a few of
Trudeau's boys were sitting around
oneday, sharing a friendly beer or lwo,
when one of them proclaimed: "Hay,
we have this $6 mbiion in my boltom

- drawer, lel’s Initinte 5 constitutional

ad campaign without any particular
peoint of view,”

Constitution commercials
cost us a ‘'vague’ $6 million

“What an absolutely sterling
suggestion,” another might say.

“Let's get Canadlans (hi
about Ihe constitution while they're
doing their Participation walk,"

NOTNEEDED

Frankiy, 1 doubt whether there
were such conversations, particularly
in view of lha public opinion
which. showed that most Canadians
were aiready convinced that a
Canadian constitution is a good thing,
One of the polls indicated that 78 per
cent of us think that Canada should
have |ls ewn constitution, that 81 per
cent of us say a constitution should

. Buarantee basic human rights, that 74

per cent want Lo relain the parliament-

ary system of goverpunent, and that 81
the right to education -

per cent s
in the second official language.

~-This wouldn’t suggest to me that

the government must spend $8 milllon
Just toget us thinking about & made-In-
Canada constitution, And it’s clear that
maosl provinces don't want the ads,
otherwise there wouldn't be plans for
counter ads. '

I the ads are not designed io
pramote some viewpaint, or prepare
groundwork for some particular
action, why nol make them a federal-
provinclal project and share Lhe cost?
The provinces can scarcely be accused
of belng anti-constitution.

But no, the federal government has
decided te go it alone, smack in the
middle of the moat delicate constlty-
tiona] negotiations in our history, and
even ‘o3 some provinces telk of
expensive counter offensives, we are
being told that the Ottawa campaign Is
all in the name of nun-gzrﬂsnn unity.

Sorry, 1 just can’t buy that.

Pensions Commission tries

to define ‘adequate’ incomc

By Derek
‘Nelson

{juecrn's Park Hureau

of The Herald

To pay for the needs of today's
senlor cilizens requires roughly three
working taxpayers for every. reliree,
and even with these preportions many
people complain the elderly are suffer-
ing linancial negleel,

Yet in 50 years the province will
have barely lwo beople of working age
(or every person aged 65 or older.

Worse, from a money viewpoint, iz
thal the average age of senior citizens
at that time will likely be much higher
than it is logay, as the very old are

~ becoming an increasing percentage of

Lhe senlor citizen bloc,

And that group is precisely (hose
who make the heaviest demands upon
the increasingly expensive health care
sysicm.

That is also why, of the hall-dozen
S0 commissions, ipquiries, ond
committees Ihe Ontario government

. has on the go at the moment, the most

important without question is the one
looking at the Status of Penslons.

The commission's mandate is lo
evaluate the cffectiveness of pension
plans in terms of "present social and
economie circumstances, " .

ONE PART

True, that is only one aspect of the
finangiel demands to come with an
increasingly aged population; but
adequale pensions are probably the

bottorn line for a dignified retirement.

In  addition the pension
commission conclusions, whatever
they are, together with analysis from
other agencies and levels of govern-
ment, must form the groundwork for
major political decisions about an
nging sociely that must be made in the
coming twp decades,

Hopefully the Ontarlo commisslon,
whose report may .be out by October,
will not preduce a narrow, technical
document that will be filed and
forgotten, °

The commission henrd 360 briefs in
15 weeks of hearings across the
pravinee, and {rom these it is apparent
tloguote Treasurer Frank Miller) that
three areas pose major threats o
senior citizen income security.

NO INDEXING .

One is inflation, in Miller's words
i "topic addressed most often
thr'oughout the hearings.”

Unlike the Old Age Pension 2nd the
Canada Pension Plan almost all
private plaos lack an indexing feature
that would increase thelr benefits to
keep pace with the rate of inflation.

(This is because the plans are
financially sound..*'fully funded"'..
unlike the CPP which is going to need
massive Lax increases to keep it going
next decade, or the Oid Age Pension
which comes out of general revenue.)

The other two complaints involve
bias in Lhe system in favor of career
male employees as op lo women,
or those who swiich jo
these on lew Incomes,

GOOD LIVING

Whether In fact private pension
plans can even survive Into the next
cenlury in their present form is doubt-
ful. and one aspect (he commiselon
hopelully looks at closely. '

One severe problem any analysls
of senior citizen needs faces, of course,
Is the lack of agreed definition of what

frequently, or

L

an adequate Income or standard of
ltving Is for a senlor.

It is, to quole Miller again, a
subjective decision.

Once It is made, however, the other
side of the coin flips up again-how to
pay for whatever is recommended to
cnhance a person's life beyond age 65,

| The commission’s observations in’
that regard will be very interesting,

given the changing nature of society
and the prediction of a relative.decline
I the number of working people.
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From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO-All town employees were
glven & five per cent raise In pay retroactive to
August 1 at a special meeting of town counel] last
night. The town men had appeared at & council
meeting on August 15 requesting that thelr Wage
rate be raised from 83 cents an hour to 98 cents an
hour to pul wages con a par with those pald by
industry in town.

While Georgetown can consider itself fortun-
ate compared with some other municipalities which
have been seriously affected by the nation-wide
rallway strike, one serious blow has fallen. Last

¥, the coating and color rooms at Alllance
Poper Mllls Lid. were forced to close for an
{ndefinite period. The departments at ths mill
employ scme 50 of the plant’s 150 workers. Prima
reason for the shutdown is lack of clay, all of whic
is shipped [n by rail from Georgla.

¥hile vistting in town with Mr. and Mrs. Sol
Dewhurst, Mrs. EEE. Young left a copy of the
Detroit Free Press, featuring on the front page
excellent pleture ef the massed plpe bands at lheﬁl
Andrew's Day celebration held {n that city recently.
A member of the local giris' pipe band, Mrs.
Michael George, could be scen clearly in the
(oreground.

TWENTY YEARS AGO-A small surplus {3 antlel-
pated for the year-end in the town budget, finance
chairman Reeve Doug Sargent announced. Review-
ing a statement p by town auditor Walter
Pope for the first six months of the year, Reeve
Sargent lold counci] Monday that an apparent
surplus {s shown, If all departments continue to
operate asclose 1o the line as they have done to dats,

Jimmy Crawford, 5, son of Mr. and Mrs, Ray
Crawford, was the hero of a kilchen incident
Monday which started when Mrs: Crawford remoy-
ed a cake from her oven with a Lea towel. As she
lifted the cake, a corner of the towel touched an
element and started to ﬁmmuder. Unaware of (he
danger, Mrs. Crawford hung the towel on the rack
where it starled to flare up. Jimmy grabbed the
burning f{owel from the rack, threw it into Lhe
kitchen sink and turned the water on, averting a
possible serious fire. ;

Georgetown television viewers watched the
popular panel show, “The Price is Right”, with
more than casus! interest for two daya last week
when Know Presbyterian minister Rev. Alex Calder
won and lost the show's profitable champiopship
while vacationing In New York. Mr, Ealgar won
prizes valued at $1,821 in his first appearance on the
show, but went winless for the second show,
relinquishing his title to a housewife, Mrs. R.
Meredith, from Nebraska. ~

A souvenir from Hqrnby's past was uncovered
recently when Earl McDowell was tearing out the
partltions in his barn to build a new atable. Mr.
MeDowell found an emply bottle with Braln's
Brewery, Hornby, imprinted on it. The bottle Is of
clear glass, a little larger than the one [n use today.
It has & glass stopper in it, held in place with wire.

"Georgetown's weed problem ls the worat In
the country,” County Weed Inspector V.E.
McArthur said last week nfter touring Lhe lown with
local weed inspector William Walker, *'Georgetown

- has much more than its ahare of idle land and it's

becoming heavily infested wilh weeads, especially
wild carrot and ragweed."
About 820 members of the Georgetown Junlor
Flre brigade turned out Saturday for & swimming
parly at the Communlty Swimming Pool, The party
was organized by the firefighters to entertaln
members of the junfor brigade and to encourage
ather children to joln. Some 220 new signatures were
added to the Hat of Junior firemen. .
Remembrance Park is the name chosen for
Georgetown's new park where the war memorlal
has recently been re-located. Credit for the name
goes ta Hoger Smith, 11, of Chapel Street.
What their followers knew all nlong became
official Tuesday night when-the Glen Gitls Ball
team won the honor as Lhe best girls’ club in the
county. Playing at Hornby park with the best of flve
scries tied at two games a plece, the Glen put
together good strength nt the plate with a flne
pitching performance by Betty Stafford to bomb the
Palermo girls 15 to 8, _
TEN YEARS AGO-Arson charges were Jaid as 8
result of an investigation by the OPP into the barn
fire Sunday n'ght at the Beauregard Farm owned by
Therese S5t. Jean on Main Street South. A George-
town man appeared in court Monday and was
remanded for 60 days’ psychialric examination, The
fire, which ¢ uf' the sky and could be seen all over
town, completely destroyed the barn, containing a
cold storage unit filled with apples, crates, baskets,
tools, grading equipment and farm inplements, The
rest of the barn was filled with newly picked apples.
Miss St. Jean estimates her loss it $50,000.
Clearing of the brush has begun on 64 acres of

. land in Esquesing where a Georgetown man, Denla

Scallen, propoeses to-donate tand for bungalows for
senior citizens with no famtlies and orphans. The
Marian foundalion would be the beneficlary and
butlder. The land Jocated adjacent to the Canadian
Environmental Systema building on the Fifth Line,
Esquesing, just south of Highway 7, will be known 83

- Marian Park.

Sketeh plans for Georgetawn's second
separate school, the St. Francis of Assisi school to
be bulll in the Sinclalr Road-Duncan Drive area,
were formally approved last week by the Halton
County Roman Catholic School Beard, Tenders for
its construction will probably be called by January
or early spring.

The Grady famlly are back in their Glen
Williams home after an absence of two and a half
years. Mr. J.C, Grady, a consulting photo-geologlat,
was on a speclal assignment with a United Nations
mineral survey crew in Indla, Mrs. Grady and their
children, Susan, 15, Sylvia, 12, and Brian, 8,
accompanied him and they made their home in
Madras during his term of service.

Salary schedule increases for top education
officials werc made public al Jast week's board
meeling tn Oakviile. The board has followed federal
government guidelines and restricted Increasss to
Six per cent, according to director of education J.W.
Singleton,

A strike by local 527, Plumbers and Steam-

fitlers, n Kitchener-Guelph local, is causing concern
at Joseph Gibbona School. The washrooms are not
completed, and in-the words of principal Logan
MacDonald, “How do you open a school without
washrooms?”
ONE YEAR AGO-Although the sale of Acton's
Disaton saw plant has fatlen through, the fato of the
factory's 130 employces Is atill unsettled. Goran
Sorman, organization and business development
nﬁgetr for Disstor ﬁan;d:hiuﬁ l:nnﬂnn:llc‘;i Monday
lhal the proposed sale ¢ton & ancotuver
planta tupﬂt Hoe and Co. Inc. of Scarsdale, New
York, hag becn cancelled. Mr, Sorman said the
company still plans to sell the factories, bat would
not elaborate further,

The taxpayers of Halton Hiils should be made

fully aware of how much money vandalism s

costing them locally, according to Coun. Marilyn
Serjeantison. The restlts of vandalism are “moce
obvious to the public” these days, town engineer
Bob Austin told the general committee Monday
night in response to Coun. Serjeantson’s question-
ing. He was unable Lo say whether vandallsm is on
the increase, however, and was asked to prepare a
report oo the problem. - | ,




