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Writer-director-producer-camera

his stars, Ron Hill,

before shooting & scene In
Eurcpa Principle”. The mavie will also festyr

Thal hehéhes, Thai boxmg

Tourism thrives amid Chiang

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Special

Chiang Mai, in northern
Thailand, was at one tigme the
capltal of a countey formerly
colifed Siam, Now it Is a
quieler, slower-paced centre
whichis becoming a favorite of
tourisis, ' o A

The older, central part of the
city is surrounded by a moat,
and desplte the noise of traffle
during the day, it is a lovely

" place to recuperate after the

hectic pace of Bangkok.

John Pladdy, my travelling
companion, and I took an
overnight bus trip to get there
and arranged lodgings in guest
house for the lime we were
going %o stay there, The cost
per night was 40 bahis, or
about $2.50 U.S.

The bus iiséll was something
else. |t was of [alrly new

.vintage and the seats were

comfariable. Since it was a

“night trip, everyone was

provided with a blanket and a
pillow. We needed them, espe-
clally the blankel, since Thai
bus systems tend io overdo il
with the sir conditioning. -
Also provided by a steward-
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Around the World

in 380 Dﬁys

man ﬁi‘i';# Lowe consulis with one of
his sclence fictlon opas, "The
¢ Andy Wodhamy, Melissa Bell
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film,

I

Thirteenth in a series

essj.unra free Soft drinks and a

- small meal before the lights

were shut off. Seems we really
got our money's worth for a
change.

Unfortunately, I came down
with what was to be the first of
a series of sinus troubles, colds
and hacking coughs. The first
two days in Chlang Mal, [ was
unable to do much, but lle {n

“bed while J.P, went out to see

the sights.
MYSTERIOUS EAST

On the second day there, I
did manage to get up
for a walk with an Australian
we had met on the bus, Paul,
The old"part of Chiang Mai
relains mueh of its old
“myslerious Easl™ afmo-
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sphere, and If {t wasn't [or the
molorized tri-shaws buzzing
oy and the inumerable 1axis
constantly looking for rides,
one could imagine it os |t
might have been 50, 100 or 200
years ago. y

To spoil the walk, however,
Paul and I came across a dog
lying on its side on the side-
walk. The dog was severely
injured, its back l&g ripped off,
There was very little blood:
that's why we didn't notice the
‘state it was in right away,

It didn’t have much longer to
live, and !'m sure that no ene
would make any attempt lo
move it unti! after it died. It
happened right outside the
markel where everyone eals.
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tribe villages become Ltile more
Beels of trucks. The ride Haelf s
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Dave sald be has had a tot of help
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the Glen town

veLowe, 17, our own answer to Steven Spielberg, recruits town’s top talent for $2,000 sci-
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and James Allan in the major roles. While it may seem ke & one-man show,
from tamlly and friends in making his firat
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These hill tribe children posed fot a plctire for the author

No one seerned {o care,

I\ is a fact of life In Third
World  countries “that
unproductive animals such as
dogs and cats ore very rarely
locked after. After all, it's a

chore during lean years for a -

man to feed his family, let
alone a dog or cat, It Is no
wander that the death of the

, dog clicited no response,

Loter, I got outslde the city
for & tour around the country-
side and up into the hills to sce
what was biiled as an authen
tic hilt tribe village.

We wenl down a road I

wheel drive in o Datsun pick-
up truck. The driver had
chains for the return journey.
The village itsell was a trifle
too commercial for my liking,
but everyone on the truck
agreed that the view of the
hills from the village was
speclacular.

There’was a noticealle
absence of men from the
village: ome only saw the
women behind the merchan-

- dise stalls in front of every hut.

The goods ranged from cheap

-

 wouldn’t tackle with a four-

topium crop, which

ina village above the city of Chalng-Mal, The one young lad has 2
few rhinoceros beeiles tied {0 his

stick,

and tawdry items to very fine
Thai clothing woven by the
women on their ancient looms.
CHILDREN POSE
The children of the village
were everywhere, constantly
on the lookoul for tourists to
take their pleture. As soon as [
did, T was besieged by the
youngsiers [or one baht each.
They learn quickly the value of
money in this part of the world.
. On the way back, the driver
of the truck put the chains on
the back tires of the truck and
starled the long laborious
¢limb back to (he highway, On
the first rise out of the village,
the mystery as to why there
were no men in the village was
solved. Most of the hillsides
healthy
men
were allending or smoking.
About halfway up, the truck
loat one of its chains, which tha
driver stopped to retreive.
Despite myself and a German
chap volunleering to help him

were plantedina v

put it back, our driver felt it

would be too much effort for
him (he was getting a ltUe
long In the tooth) mtf Free

. been interested in things

J,f enough for

By LORITAYLOR

IHerald Staft Writer
Georgetown has been chosen
as the localton for the fiming
of yet another movie, but this
one’s & little different from the
three big-budget fllms ghot
here during the past few vears.
Not only are the actors local,
80 gre’ the writer, director,
producer and production crew,
The budget for thls film Is
considerably smaller than that
dlloled to “Equus",
ning” and *“‘Never Trust an
Honest Thief™,
understandable-the crealive

impetus behind this film is™

coming from a 17-year-old who
will be a grade 13 student at
Georgetown Distriet High
School this fail,

Daye Lowe ia filming a
science fiction movie entitled
*IThe Europa Principle, his
first try at movie-making, but
not, he hopes, his zat,

hopes to study photographic
arts when he graduales from
high school. '

Dave saye he has always

visual
but the idea of making his own
maovie didn't occur to him until
he read about a magazine-
sponsored film contest,

He and a [riend wrole g
preliminary script and made
some set dra , but- it
wasn 't until Daveread a s
al:;-.;.rni‘lha possibility of IH:?n
Europa, one of Jupiter's
moony, that be found an idea
he thought would ‘be good
a movlé¥,

“I approached another
(rlend, Brian Grady, to help
write the scripl, a

about three and a half

months,' Dave sald. *During*

that period, Bob Gelaznikas
did the drawings for the cost-

. umes and the spaceships.”

TWO BCIENTISTS
The plot deals with the
problems of the first Canadian
space expedition, which sends
two scientists to Europa, For
slx months, the expedition

- proceads - according -to - plan;

Mai-’s-_ '

assured us we would make it lo

" the top with one chain,

enough, we made it
Clutch burning, engineboaring
and the valves floating, we

spurr and slipped our way up
the muddy grade with every-

one hanging on for dear lfe

and hoping we wouldn't go
over the side. .

Later still, we visited a lerge
Thai temple that I'm afraid
wouldn't- convert too many

people to Buddhism. Unforty-
was far too

nately, it
“louristic™,
HARD TO IMAGINE

On the long dragon atairway

up to the temple, sat all the
beggars .with assorted limbs

“Run- .
but”™ that's

“when, you

L1

[
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but something goes wrong and
the reports atop coming back
from Eurcpa. The govern-
ment decldes o send someone
out lo invesUgate, and to bring
back the space ship, If not the
crew. But the mission runs_
into some snags when it Is
discovered that one of the
scientists has gone mad and
cdoean’t want to go back,

The aclors are all vohm-
leers. The featured roles ard
played by Ron Hill and Melissa
Bell, known lo fams of the
(reorgetown Little Theatre,
and Andy Wodhams and
James Allan, both novices in
acting, : :

Other actlors in the film are
Joe Delguldice, George Lunys,
Pat Turnbull, Paul Butrimas,
Rocco Jabani, Bob Gelaznikas,
Nell Williams and Andrew
MacDonald.

The actual filming began
two weeks ago, at a location
which is being kept secret lo
avoid problems with equip
ment being stolen or damaged.

Dave rented a camera and
lights for a two-week shoollng
schedule, bul problems have
caused delays in the schedyle.

“Filming scenes, getting the
seis ready ond getting actors
ou need them has
caused - some  delsys,"Dave
sald. "With the actors belng
mlg dﬁﬁl;g trisemdiﬂ ‘re

Y, we
shooting at night, and some-
Umes it's nol passible to get

it tock us

Coming soon?

b

. :
L +

everyone together.'

Once the script was cormn.
pleted, il remained to get the
sets built and the costumes
made. There was a delay with
the building of the sets because
of a problem In finding m
sullable location to dop the
filming.
Marcia Lowin were dralted to

help make the more iuturistic- |

it et
cms w - |
shiiimca b{lcﬂm movie is ;&t
ng able L go out and
costumes li:F:l a depariment
store, Dave sald,

" The set crew, composed of
James Bongard, And
Wodhams, Neil Williams, 8
Gelaznlkss, Bob Turner, Ste-
ven Rye, Kevin Greene, Peter
Welsh, Ken Kuhl, Erie Elson
and Brock Henderson, are gtill
making additicns to the set
while filming is going on,

*It was ' disorganired
once we [ound the location and
started carting everything in
and selting it up,” Dave sald.

Dave has taken two courses
in communications media at
school and has experience with
gperating a movie camers,
and with editing, Butit's still a
learn-as-you-go process, -and
there are some things he would

do difterently If he were doing

it again,
' MAKESIMPLER
“Lf T were dolog it again, I'd
make it simpler. Also; 1
wouldn't use my own money, 1

Connle Taylor and.

Dave Lawe told The Herald that he hasn't made any

pians for -a public screening of “The
= when it's completed, beyond showing It to

t In the producten. At

Principle"”
those who took

the urging of The Herald,

owever, he said If he's satisfied with the movie. when it'a
finished, he would be willing to nrran_f a special screening
1

for anB interested members of thé pu
ave does intend to include

e, i
the fiim in his portfolio

when he applles to university or college next year, :

In any case, The Herald plans

to attend one of the

screenings and review the film, which Dave calculates will

be finished In about two mouths

fortg ' =t

missing, twisted hands and -

feet, blind, deal, durnb.

From my journal: “Curious
how one can just walk on by
them after awhile; unseeing,
not hearing, ignoring, no
longer feeling much for such
commenplace occurances,
Don't even wonder how thelr
misfortunes came to
Napalm, birth
machinery accldent, Doesn't
séem to matler {o people,
Much llke the dog really,”

Back
hard to imagine that places
like that really exist, unchang-
ing through the years.

Afterwards, we headed out
of the hills back down into the
villages where all the handi-
crafis were made,

They were all very nice, amd
the proprielors of the Individu-
al handicraft shops were more
lhan pleased to show ETYONe
how their umbrellas, lacguer
ware and tegk goods are made,

The goods were always well-
made and very inexpensive, 1
did a lot of my Christmas
shopping on this irip.

J.P.and I caught a bus down
to Bangkok the next evening
and the following evening we
went to see an exhibition of

Thal boxing, _
Now this type of boxing has
to be one of the most particu-
larly viscious in the world. It
appeared to me that any type
of blow was acceptable and
coktld be dellvered to and with
any part of the body, Thal
leaves quite a [ot of leeway.
From the jourmal: “Thai
Boxing - boxing tech-
nigue, comnbined with round-
house and crescent kicks to the
side, kidneys, and head, etc®
Knees to Lhe stamach, kidneys

pass,
defect,

In Georgetown, it ia’
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This view from ote

of the mouniain temples shows the clty

L

| movie -

wouldn’t slart filming untl] 1
had some sponsorship,"

“I'd Jeave o lot more time
for preparation, too. The
problem was getting a place to
film. I'd work out a shooting
schedule ahead of time an well,
50 we'd know what was golng
to be done and when {t would
be done."

Once (Uming is completed,
there are & few more touches
which have to be added. Dale
Wood, musical director of the
George{own Choral Soclety,
had sgreed to write some
music for the film, to avold
copyright problems which

- would be Involved with using
music already wrilten,

There are also specla! of-
fects shots which will have to
be filmed of the gpaceshi
blasting off, and models to
made for these shots.

When asked about other
ideas he might have for future
movies, Dave sald he is too
preoccupied with filming this'
ohe to “about the future
yet. '

LOTOF TIME

“This occupies my mind 100
per cent rlgﬁt now. This s

- costing a lot of time and m

oney
and effort and I don't kreow if [

_ want to think about it

“"I'm a perfectionist, and
since we've had to comprom.
ise, I'm not enjoying mysel! &s
much here, but I'd certainly do
this again, '

I think 1'd approach all the
same people who helped me
this time, and if they enjoyed
it, maybe they'd help again If ]
decided to make another
movie,” Dave sald. “One
aspiration I have, if 1 ever get
a chance to make a big fiim,
would be to call them back and
ask them if they would like to
do it for money,

““These people I'm working
with are really terrific~they're
doing it for absolutely nothing,
and i'd like to get a chance to
pay them back for thelr ef-

of Chatng-Mal and the

surrounding Mat plains. Not all the Land is flat, although most of It is rather moantalaows, making )

It ideal for defence when

-

and, If possible, the bead. Low
kicks to the legs and groln are
eminently acceplable. When
fighting close in, the elbows
often come in handy.”

I don't think there was a
malch, in which one fighter
wasn't carried from the ring at
the end. It was also notable
that there were na heavy-
weight classes of any descript.
lon, only light and fAyweight

- lth-}ﬁﬂ., ’ :

PATPONG ROAD
One other highlight, if {t can
be called that, was a very
quick visit to the Infamous
Palpong Road. The street is

the city was the former capltal.

only about a 150 yards long, but
is one of Lhe most visiied areas
in the city.

i was seen In a beief
sequence in the bar-brothel
scene in the film The Deer
Hunter, The enlire street s

like that, sleazy and Imprud- .

ent. It iy alse interesting to
note that on one of its few sida
atreets, in plain viel for all to

see, is a clinle which trests .

socia) dizenzes,

" Weleft Bangkok with nopain
of remorse and headed for the
southwest Thal eosst and an
island known as Phuket. We
took a bus to .get there,

~ {Herald photos by Steve Frost)

Unfortunately, it wasn'l as
good as some of the bus
services here; but it got us
where we were going.

Phuket f{taell 13 quite
remarkable, l;ln an lulunﬂfnl:_
bigger than Penang and
many respects it Is far cleaner.

From my journal: *“The
northwestern heaches of the.
island are-the best I've seen
oulside Apstralin' and the .
water, [ second to nooe, So
clean and clsar you can see
down. 20 feet with eass, After

‘the “noise ‘and pollution. of

. 'Continued on page B2




