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One yeat after sponsors organized

ife begins again for former r

“

L .

: The Lieu family arrived in Canada under the sponsorship of the Knox
Presbyterian-8t. Joha's United Church group, otherwise known as the JKL
group. With two sons working in Toronto and other income coming lato the

jobs beld by the family, the Lieus are now complelely

family lrom, local

L

sell-sufflclent, They reside In this Sheridan Nurserles house on Tweedle Street

Transplanted community

spreads roots in Halton Hills

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Hersld Stalf Wrlter
During the past 18 manths,
13 southeast Asian refugee
families, mostly Victhamese,
have seitled in Halton Hills

since leaving teeming refugee

~ CAMpS gverseas. -

- Thanks to the genercsily and
cancern of numerous sponsar-
ing organizations and associa-
ted Individuals, these families
have adjusled remarkably
well to the language barrier,
different customs and even the
harsher cllmate. Mare
imporiantly, most familles are
now completely seli-sulflcient
and all have at leasl one
member of the household

_ within the local work force, -
A large number of the work-

ing adults have found jobs at
Sheridan Nurseries, Maple
Lodge Poultry Farms in
Brampton, Meadowglen Skrow
cannery, and Superior Glove
Works In Acton.

- ADAPTING

. Dat Minh Lleu, his wife Dong
Kien, and thelr five chlldren
were brought into Canada by
the St John's United-Knox
Preshyterian Churches,
otherwise known ns the JKL
group. A grandmolher, two of
Dat's nieces and a 22 year old
woman, Phan Quy, alse
were 3sponsgred with the
famlly.

Dat is now working at
Sheridan nurseries and Dong
and Phan~ have Jobs at
Meadowglen Cannery.

Dat's two nieces and his

older sons work in Toronto and
study English at night. The
younger Licy children will be
entering publle school in Glen
Willinms in the fall,

Although the JKL. group
malntains a fund for the
famlly, the Lieus are now
completely self-sufficient and
are adapting (o a Canadian
lifestyle in their Sheridan
Nurseries employee's house in
Glen Willtams. .

‘The Cao family, sponsored
by the Acton Lileline group, I8
ufsu making oul nicely in thelr
renied house in Acton and, this
year, proudly boast a lusclous
garden in their small
hackyard.

Phoung Cao and his wile,
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Trong, hoth work at Superior
Glove Works, although they
are temporarily lald off during
the summer plant shut-down.
With two members of the
family working, the Caos aren
hair's-breadth away from
complete gelf-sufficiency, a
goal which all the refugee
families in Haltan Hills
reportedly pursue with a
passion.

The Caos oldest boy, Lam,
16, now spcaks ‘‘passable
Engiish" and his brother and
sisters--13-year old Julia,
Theng, 11, and his aigter Hoa,
seven,~are alsotaking English
lessons within the community.

Although they orrived in

- Canada as recenlly as March,

the Huynh family of six is now

Cong bullets, Mekong River
challenged Gui family of 7

it's hard to believe that the
Gui family, now settied into a
townhouse in Brampton,
ence dutked communist
bullets as they fled their
nalive Laos by swimming
and hoating across  the
Mekong River, '
. The family of seven,
“sponsored by the Project Ark
froup in Georgelown, arriy-

od it Canada n February.
Fifty-cigh! year old Chau

Qua Gui and his wife Y.-My

have passed their  moncy-

making responsibilities onta

their nldest children, 20-year
nld son Coe Va and 17-year
nld davghter Chan, who both
waork at Maple Lodge Poullry
Farmk near Hullnnville.
Annther san, Khleng, 15.

shows promise as a
mechanic and will enreliin a
Brampton high schoal this
fall, Meanwhile, Khieng has
heea contributing to lhe
{family income Ffram his
summer inb as-a dew worm
picker.
TAKIN{: ENGLISH

Like many other southeast

Asittn refupgee [amilies in

residents offered founders of the so-called

! % The Herald's headline from July, 1978, could not nnutlpli:t the tremendous response bocal
Georgetown Lileline group, formed initially as a
fize- member spomsorship co-operalive which established the precedent for another 11 grogps. In -

all, more than 54 southeast Asian refugees were brought to'Haltea Hills by local sponsory.

Hakton ks, e LUs nave
heen taking Englltsh
programs, including lessons
from Tom . Whitlam.,
Thirteen-year old Hong, her
sister Wenh, 11, and their
brathers, Man., 1t, and
Giang, 7. will enter school
this fall,

The Guis began their stay
in Genrgetown hy moving,
into the Glen's St. Alban's
Church reclory. Six weeks
agn, the fomily moved to
MAare Spaciols quUarlers in an
Uniarin Housing Corporation
townhouse on (drenda Court
in Brampton. Living in
subsidized  housing  means
that the family is “prefly
well” sul-sulflicient; Project
Atk is keeping in clase louch.

Mr. Harris said that there
hied heen snme  doubls
whether the relatively small
Project Ark group could
spansar  such a large
houschald, 9

“We thought the Guis
wisld be ton big o lask for
our group’, Mr. Harris told
The Herald, “but we lell we
should help lamilies that
niherwise wouldn't nofmally
be helped.”™

Immjgration officials say
its harder tafind sponsors for
e fam|lies.

Mr. Harris credils the
Gieorgetawn Lifeline group
wilh helplng in the collecton
of household goods and other
necessary tlems for the
family. In addition, several
individuals conlributed
privately lo Project Ark.

in Glen Willlams, Pictured above (Iront row, from left) are {flun Tal Lieu, 8,
Chl Tat Lleu, 10, five-year old Phuong Quy Lieu (back row) Thuoe Tal Lieu, 19
Diat Minh Liew, Dong Kieu Liew, 22-year old Phan, and VI Tal Lleu, also 22.

{Herald phoio)

financially independent.
However, the Huynhs
mainlain c¢eontact with thelr
Sponsars, the - Norval-
Huttonville churches, even
though they live in Bramalea,
where they are cleser to Maple
Lodge Poultry farms.
THREE ADULTS

The three adults in the
family, To, his wife Tu Nhi,
and her cousin Ngu, oll work at
Maple Lodge and were toking
English classes four nights n
week throughout July,

The Huynh's 13 year old son,

" Quoc Hong, has been sitting in

‘on English classes and will
enroll in .grade nine in
Brampton thiz fall. His two
sisters, 15-year ald Duen Linh
and Boi Linh, will also be
-entering school this year.

Vu Mgh was so concerned
about getling his family
financially independent that he
bought himself a bicycle io
take hlm from thelr John
Street apartment in George;
town lo his work at Mold
Masters.

Sponsored by the original
lifeline group whose members
include Don Long, Al Gogan,

Haward McLean and Mr, dnd-

Mrs. Lyn Ferguson, the Mahs
have managed to overcome
basic adaptalion problems. In
fact, Vu claims to prefer the
cold weather in winter; his
wife Van and their twe
children, Hoa and Vau, have
taken up winter activities,

The adult Mahs are alse
laking English lessons from
Tom Whitlam, an electronics
technician ol Varlan Canada
Lid,

HMBGED GUNFIRE

The Vongsaveath family
dodged gunfire and wrestled
wilh three kilomelres of white-
waler in the Mekong River
when they fled Laos lwo and a
hall years :igo.

Thiamnone, his  wife
Roulagine and their young
children Chong and Vay spent
IR manths in the Nong Qui
refugee camp before arriving
in Georgelown last February
as one of two families sponsor-

" od by Lhe Holy Cross Church

Rroup. Shorlly afler, Nong Qui
was gutted by fire. -
Now (he [amily e almos
compleiely on their own’ with
two steady incomes.
Thiamnone is working in a
laboratoery In  Brampton
making denlal work, while
Boulaine ls employed at Maple
Lode Poultry Farms. -
The family i{s looking for
larger accommodations in
Brumpton, closer to their jobs.
Barry Aucott of the Holy

Cross sponsor group reported
Continued on page B2
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They came 10,000 miles to bulld @ new communlty in Canada with the help

of western sponsors caught up in an unprecedented show of human compassion.
In the following In-depth repori, The Herald marks the first anniversary of

the declsion by local residents to sponsor the Immigr

atlon of Southeast Aslan

refugees to Canada and thus rescué them from the huge, fenced-In enclosures of
nelghboring countries where they fled to escape communist dominatlon,

A yearafter thatdeclsion was made, some 50 refugees are now Halton Hills
residents themselves, granted by good forture and human kindneas & second

opportunity to build thelr lives anew.

Herald Edilor

The plighl of the “hoat
prople'” and their mass exodus
[rom wartorn southeast Asia
has been compared (o a river
of blood flowing frem an open
wound that we thoughlt had
healed.

Halten Hilla emerget as one
of the many North American
cemmunities where privale
citizens reacled en masse to
the tragedies reported datly in
the newspapers. Then Lthe flow
seemed tostop o8 quickly as it
began, and the refugees are
now seltled among us,

Some are "o little lonely”
nnd many have encountered
difficulties coping with the
basics of dally tife in Canada,
but all in Halton Hills have
atloined some degree-of sell-
sulficiency only one short year
since their s ors declded it
was time lo become involved
and banded logether to help
out.

Members of local refugee
farnilies gathered for a picnie
in.May, a short eight months
after a handful of Georgetown
residents “got involved' and
filled out
immigration forms which
would effectively liberate g
second handful of people - the
reflugees - from teeming
encampmenls in Malaysia,
Hong Wong and elsewhere.

‘When Don Leng, Al Gogan,
Howard McLean and one
unidentifted sponsor signed
those documents July 18, 1979,
they marked the officlal

beginning of a wave of support -

that was mustered here under
the auspices of the Toronlo-
based Operation Lifeline
campaign to rescue the
refugees.

SPONSORS ALREADY

The Georgetown Christian
Reformied Church congrega-
tion was by then_ already
colleclively sponsoring the
immigralion of a firsl refugee
family, their involvement
ensured by their church's
international commitment to
help the people of southeast
Asia. (Apprdpriately, the
famtly brought to Haltl.:m Hills

the necessary,

hy the largely Duleh-Canadian
congregation - the first Lo
finatly arrlve here - is related
to the group sponsored by the
Park Lifeline group.}

Al least 12 olher groups of
local residents followed: the
example set by the Christlan
Reformed and inilial "George-
town Lifeline'' groups,
sponsoring in all the arrival of
some 50 Vietnamese, Laotian
and Cambodian expatriates.

“The way | see it, there are
two halves to life: during the
first half, you're seeing what
the world can do for you;

. during the second hall, you're

thinking more about what you
can do for the world.”

' Don Long's paraphrasing of
the lamous quole by John
Kennedy came during a recent
interview held =on the first
anniversary of his group's
decislon te [(lle Sponsorship

. papers. Mr. Long was asked to

reftect on his own molivation
for the actjon.

“Al the age of 20, I don't
think I would even have
considered anything like this,”
he said. *But | read about the
situation and was considering
making a donation to Opera-
tion Lifeline. We ended uyp
forming a group, and 1 believe
we'd do the same for any
destitute group of people,
regordiess of Lheir ethnic
background or whalever.

“I think we've proved there

arevenough hiumanists here,

people with kind hearts, and
that we_can do the job.for
anyone. Can you imagine what
it would have cost the govern-
ment 1o slage o rescue mission
ltke this?"
BIG RESPONSE

The enormous response Don
Long and his fellow sponsors
received Lo their initial
declsion has left Mr. Long with
a lasting beliel in both the
basic altruism of people and
the power of such far-reaching
grass rools movements. It was'
the people of Canada and
Halton Hills - not a leve] of
government or any single
aggency - he stresses, whoso
effectively "cast the lifeline™
ta those living every day in &

" crisis situation at the refugee

camps.

After helping bring some %0
refugees safely to our shores,
after Iriggering
organizations in Milton and
Orangeville, ofter conductir,
a campaign organized ennugk :
on Lhe loca] scene (o {mpress
workers at Mississauga's
Canada Immmligration office,
afler gathering enough house-
neld Hems and clothing to
insure generous comfort ' for
Halton Hills' new arrivals, and
after monitoring the local
situation for nearly a year,
Operation Lifeline's "George-
town branch” is ready, in one
sense, (o close its books,

More donatioans will be-
accepled and channelied to the
refugees through the Toronto
office, Mr. Long sald, but {or
the most pari, Healton Hiits’
former refugee familles are
now very much citizens |n
their own right, most of them
eager to improve thelr
respective lots furiher from
the basic hus;?l&liiy and
shelter they grolefully found
here on Lheir arrival.

SEVERAL'HEROES' |

The local Lifeline campalgn
has produced several
“heroecs’’, both well-known and
anonymous, who are without

_exception modest and entirely

unassuming aboul their
contributions. Frem the
unidentified woman who
declded that refugees in town
could be the beneficlar]es
when .she refurnished her
whole house,. 1o the quletly
thorough language training
provided by Tom Whitlam and
others, a relatlve handful of
volunteers have transformed
what may have. been a
frighteningly uncomfortable
visit to o foreign world into a
maoderately comfortable new
beginning on life.

Language tralning for the
refugees is at once thelr
biggest single obstacle and the
[ocus of thelr chief ambitions,
Volunteer and paid teachers,’
using sketches and’ much
resourcefulness. have largely

; |

Cantinued on page B2
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efugees

similar

English
training
the key

John Street, Georgetown,
resident Tom Whillam hns
been playing an important
part in the lives of the
Vietnamese residenls since
they arrived in Canada:
teachlng them conversation-
a) English.

Mr. Whitlam, who has a
B.A. in Russlan® language
and linguistics from B.C.'s
Simon Fraser University,
works as an electronles
technicion at Varian Canada
Ltd. He says the epportunity
to help the refugees came
when he saw one of Lhe
nolices from Georgetown
Lifeline asking for assist-
ance.

. "'The clossea grew tn vard- |
ous stoges,” Mr. Whitlam
told The Herald. I guess we
started with about 10 people
and It grew to about 2.

During the summer, the
classes have been held on
and off in Georgetown and §
District High School and at
the home of a Delrex
resident. The closses aren't
hetd as frequently now
because of the summer
vacation slowdown. .

*'1've been teaching them a
caonversational style of
English,” Mr. Whitlam said,
adding that he hopes to

introduce “impginary situa-
tions into the legsons.”
"Right now we just try and
get into & conversation,”' he
said. He fleels his involve-
ment with the Vielnamese
refugees has been a
“rewarding experience.”

- Firm shared space, compassion

o
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The Muemavenyg family-Khammeng, 21 {centre), his wife
Devane nnd his ie-yeas old vrother Vinay-are now quile settled
In thelr apartment acroes from the old arena In Georgetown,

- Sponsored by the “Glen Willlams firoup”, the family fled their

native Luaos bnd stayed In & Tha: refugee camp before travelllng

Community service s

 important to Rex Heslop,

head of Rex Heslop Associal-
ed Companies Internationatl,
and Rud Whiting, the firm's
marketing manager sowhen
they were osked lo lend
Operation Lifellne some
storage space for the urni-
ture being collected for refu-
pgee families coming to
Hallton Hills, the onswer was,
“(Mf course!™ ,

“it's part of the service we
provide to the communlty,"” -
Mr. Heslop sald, “With Mr.
Whiting and his service clul
(the Kiwanis} and me with
mine (the Rotary Club), the
idea is to give service Lo the
community. yourself and

~ through your business."

Mr, Heslop is o0 member of
Ihe Rotary Ciub and the

- Geprgetown Racquet Club,

ond is active in supporting
the Muscular Dysirophy
Association of Canada, He
also plays golf in his spare
time. ' )

Mr. Whiting, who moved to
Strectsville from Oakville
three years ago, was halton's
member of parliament from
1968 lo 1972, and remains
nclive in the Liberal party.
He i3 a dirkctor of the
Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce and president of
the Kiwanls Club. Heis alson
director of the Halton Hills
Chrisilan Men’s Feliowship.,
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le Canada. Proof thet things are looking up for kﬁnmman}, who
works af Eheridan Nurseries, and Devane who has a job ut Maple
Lodge Pouliry Farms, s the snticlpated birth of thelr child,

expected sometime lnter this year.

(Herald photo)
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