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i)ife is slow at Batu Ferringi
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Welcome to Malaysia’s Georgetown
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Welcome (0 Georgetown - on the other side of the world.
This is downtown Georgelown on the Island of Penang, Malaysla,
where the author and his traveillng companion, John Fladdy,

fnes g
el

AL+ in g, - . F .‘I"I....l. a L _|,~ o _.___J- rg
2 3o v meraen B w0 ® kb, o s Dtk L

spent elght days exploring native Hfe and culture along the
bexches of Balu-Ferring!. '

Berry estate problem

--page B3

St. Joseph’s boycott?
--page B6
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By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Speclal
Perhaps the less said about
Kuata Lumpur the better.

I will suy that It certainty
has a lot of local color and o
YMCA that has air-conditioned
rooms availabie for $5 a night,
but it is not o city that leaves
me with fond memories.

Both John Pladdy and 1
managed to get a case of food
polsoning; however, mine was
more sovere, Perhaps [t was
due in part to the scotch
consumed the night before,

At any rate, we were happy
to head out of “"K.L." and up
the c¢oast to the island 'of
Penang. John and I spent cight
days here lazing on the beach-
es oulside a town which, by the

. way, |s called Georgetown.

John and [ chose to stay out
at ane of the beaches on Lhe
north end of the isiand calied
Batu Ferringi. Here we rented
a room with a local Chinese
family for approximately $1
U.S. a night and only a stone’s
throw from the beach, Life is
very easy at Batu, and very
inexpensive.

A typical breakfast of [resh
pincapple, juice, porridge top-
ped with honey, bananas and
sugar and an omelet with toast
cosls roughly 70 cenis. At

-dinnertime, you can wander

across the road to the Malayan
village (lhe Malays live on cne
side of the road while the
Chinese live on the beach
side}, and you can (ind Papa
Din's Bamboo Reataurant.
Here a Malaysian meal can be
had for 90 cents and is topped
with the best tapioca pudding
in Southeast Asia.

In the yards near our rooms,
chickens and cows meandered

Radio

and scratched their way a-
round in the het afternoon sun.
One day pretty much runs inte
the other an beaches like these
and it’s the little discoveries
that make your day.

HUMBLE PALACE

For instance, my journal
recalls that *“last night the
owner of this humble palace,
Ah Seng, came and sat down
with us and offered us some
Chinese cigarettes which turn-
ed oul lo very good.

S*Ah Seng also furned oul to
be as serupulously honest as he
was meticulously clean.™

Understandably, Batu is vis-
ited by & large number of
young and nol-se-young travel-
lers. Most of these people are
Europeans (Swiss, French and
German) and Australians. Oc-
casionally, one bumps into the
odd Canadian or displaced
Welshman. The Chinese gen-
tleman we stayed with wanted
to know where [n Eurcpe Can-
adn was. He was surprised
when he learned Lhat there was
Indeed n large if somewhat
obscure country north of the
mighty USA.

After dinner we usunlly went
down to the beach to watch the

sunsct,

. “From my journal: “There

was a rother spectacular sun-.

set this evening. As the sun set,
huge black clouds to the south
swept over the island, lighting
up the beach with an awesome
aray of thunderbolts. Did cra-
zy things to the sun’s color.”

All the natives disappeared
after the sun set and left the
“foolish” Eurcpeans on Lhe
beach. If you listened closely,
you could hear a smatiering of
French, German and English.
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"Around the World

in 380 Days

Eleventh in a series

Alter the mosquitos drive
everyone [rom Lhe beach,
there are the rogdside cofes to
go lo. Here we could drink
some of the rose tea thal is
quite popular among travel-
lers or have fresh juices or
some of the local beers. ™

Usunliy we would get into
conversations with fellow tra-
vellers who would regoale us
with stories and experiences of
where they've just come from,
That wps always enjoyable
and helpful, especially if we
were headed anywhere in the
direction people had come
{rom.

IDYLLIC PARADISE

An ldyllic paradise, you
might say, Yes, but uafortun-
alely not for long. Batu Fer-
ringi is the last stronghold of
this letsurely kind of [ife on the
island.

Already there are signs of
encroachment by the big mul-
ti-nallonat hotels. On the south
end of the beach, the omnipre-
sen! Holiday Inn sits majesti-
cally tacky among the few
palm trees left after its con-
struction. A sign promlses &
further 150 rooms by the end of
1980, Lovely.

Al the north end of the
beach, o mile from the Holiday
Inn lies the vast Cassuring

" Hotel, owned by God knows

who. On the Batu side of Lhis
kotel, there |s a slte for yet
another hotel, 1o begln con-
siruction this year.

Inawo years, possibly three,
people like Ah Seng will be
offered amounts of money so
large, they toa will sell out.
Their small seaside shacks

and homes will be bulldozed to .

make way for expenslve, pack-
nged holidays. The process
seems o be as inevitable as it
is sad.

The last haven for young and
eusy-going travellers will be-
come one mare highrise motel
complex.

Optimistically, 1 leel it may

not happen. Perhaps the tour—- -

ist market will bottom out,
After all, how many of these
holels can the island support?
Obvinusly, a few mere, but
surcly not anather half dozen.

Al any rate, Joht and [ were
pleased to have stayed there
before the {inal censtruction
boom destroys what {5 lelt of
what was once an Island fish-
ing vitlage. It would have been

SECOND
SECTION

a shame.to have been a8 year
too late.
LAST DAY

On our last day in Balu
Ferringi, the rain kept us off
the beach all day long. The
wile of the proprietor of this
place made me two pairs of
colton pants with maltching
shirls. This cost me about $12 -
Ameérican.

Al the fishing bonts were out

" {hat day, so we wouldn’t have

been able to dive from them
even if the weather had been
good. The rain in Malaysia (s
remarkable. That day it was
ralning so hard il oppeared to
be bouncing off the thatched
roofs of the buildings.

From my journal: "1've only
seen itratn this hard in Canada
once or twice ar-d then anly for
n short period of 1ime. But here
I've seen it do this twice in
seven days, and for an hour or
two at a time. It's really quite
incredible.

After eiphl days here, John
and 1 took the Dutterworlh-

. Bangkok express into Thai-

tapd. Next week, 1 will be
writing abaut our experiences
and impressions from this pors
tion of the trip.

~ ready for
second annual
MD campaign
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The tops of Balu Ferringl's houses can be seen lrom the tourism.

Penang beach. The Malaysian village Is supported by fishing l_md
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ON THE HOMEFRONT

Now for the good news...

Ky SUSAN De FACENDIS
Herald Columniat
According to my husband, I am once again in that
most unpleasant of abodes, the dog house.
He informed me that T should stop ‘pulting my
children down™ each week in print and start stressing the
positive side of their many accomplishments,

Believing that the sanctity and peace of a marriage, -

not lo mention the financial support, should be preserved at
all costs, 1 have given the matier some serious thought and,
under the circumstances, have come to the rapid conclusion
that he s absolutely right. {

; We have three beautiful, healthy, intelligent children
and 1 om sure that 17 I just concentrate hard encugh, 1 shall
be able to come up with some atartlingly brilllant evidence

to prove this fact over the next few weeks.
: GIANT STEP

Strangely cnough, whether due to ESP or just plain
.calncidence I cannol say, on the very day my husband made
his pronouncement, Richard actually took a giant slep
forward in maturation, intelligence and physical prowesss,

He closed o cupboard doer,

No - ] did not receive this as hearsay evidence, I
witnessed It. He reached out one beautiful 18 year old arm
and literatly closed a kitchen cupboard. How many other
mothers catt claim to have secn this feat performed by one
of such tender years?

In a voice trembling with barely suppressed emotion,
t asked him if he venlized what he had dene and requested
that he repeat the act, 8o that 1 could be quite certain I was
not auffering from a delusion brought pbout by years of

wishful thinking.

Slowly. and gently, but firmly, he did it again. Despite
my excitement, I nolurally, os o concerped and Joving
parent, checked him over for a possible fever of 106 degrees
and assured mysell that be had not suffered any physical
damage, such as stretched lendons, pulled muscles or water
on the elbow. B _

Amazingly he appeared to have noill effects at all - in

-foct he was in belter condition than his mother, who was

definitely in shock.,
LONG SHOT

While it could be a one-in-a-million long shot
comparable to holding a winning lottery ticket; seeing your
ship (inally come in or backing lhe winner of the Queen's
Plale, 1 have been given enough hope to believe in the future
possibilities.

I can clearly see, now that he has taken such a gliant
overnight leap into o ‘new phase’, that his bedroom dresser
drawers may now be closed by a newly firm hand. It is even
within the realm of credibility that he may very soon bend
down and plck up the chewing gum wrappers lillering his
bedroom floor; untie'the laces when remaoving his shoes;
take out the garbage; eat his vegetables; speak nicely once
n week to his sisters: tuen off the television and smile while
silling at the break{ast table. It is positively mind-boggling,
He may even prove to be an inspiratlion to the other two.

My thusband is unquestionobly right, How can
matherhood be a bummer when one is surrounded by 50
much gratification?

From now on 1 am turning over a new leaf. Positive
thinking obviously brings ils own rewards.

Georgetown HRadlo Shack
desler Leonard Day has
announced his store will
participate in Radio Shack's
gecond annual compalgn to
raise money for the Muscular
Dysirophy Association of
Canadn (NDAC),

The campaign, which runs
from August 4 to 18, donates
every dollar carned from the
sale of Radio Shack General
Purpose balteries to the
MDAC for reacarch purposes
and to help pay for expensive
spinal support wheelchalrs,

Car club draw winners: 34
Cliff McDonald, 33 John Do-
herty, 63 Irene Curry, 167 FER
Armsirong, 424 Mex Stafford,
430 Marg Hale,

Doug Browne was recently
approved for membership; we
all welcome you to the branch,
Doug.

It was an honor for George-
town last week® when Terry
Fox, the marsthon runner for
lite, came to town. Tutl and
Grace Harrison represented
the branch at Tuesday's Can-
cer Society banquet, The
Branch stewards would like to
thank all the members and
guesls for supporting them in
raising a denatlon of aboul $80
for Terry Fox, and & big
thanks to the stewards, [s also
in order.

The Saturday entertainment
continues quite strong, with
the vacation scason in (ull
awing, attendonce was expect-
ed to drop, but Lhis has not
been so. Norm Ayres will be In
the lounpe Saturday, so anoth-
er good cvening ls coming,

There is o fun golf day
August 10 [or branch members
atl $15 a head. Uploriunately,
only 52 members can be acco-
modated, $o it must be on a
first-come base. There are a
few openings left, s0 get your
nam¢ on the list os soon as
possible (o avold disappolnt-
ment.

The Air Cadetl garage sale

broces, lfting devices and
even transportation to MD
clinics,

“IH's my way and my
cornpany's way of telling these
fellow Cana that we
care,' Mr. Day sald. “It's also
o way of letting the community
particlipate.”

Muscular Dystrophy strikes
young children In a variety of
forms and only two of these
respond to treatment. Twenty
thousand Canadians are
nfflicted with the crippling,
muscle-wasting disease,

had to be postponed. A new
date will be publlshed shortly,
giving everyone another
chance to get behind the Cad-
ets, with donations of knick-
knacks, etc. The more that is
donated, the belter sale it will
m‘ | Py

Joe Polrier and Biil Moore
will pick up all denations; all
we have lodois dig something
out to donate. Get moving on

this, comrades, the Cadels are

Ballinafad

Y. Ll |

The author (left} poses for a holiday snapshot with fellow traveller Larry, an American,
Shane, an Australlan, and Papa Din, proprietor of the “*five-star Bambeo Restoron™. The beach
diner Is home to what the author clalms is the best taploca pudding In Boutheast Asla,

Legionnaires invest in

our responsibillty, and thisis a
good way to do something
personal for them.

Just a follow-up on donating
blood August 11th between 1:30
and 8:45 ot the Holy Cross
auditerium.

Comrade and Mrs. Keane
and his brother and wife, who
are onvacalion from Liverpool
as guests In the branch, also
comrade McHugh's daughter,

Marathon

By Tom Elliott

Susan and her hushand from
Alberin were guests in the

branch celebrating their 1st
wedding anniversary.

Many attend Plouffe funeral

By WINIFRED 8MITH
MHerald correapondent

Mr, and Mrs. Morgan Ma-
dill, accompanied by Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Linham returned
horme Saturday from a two-
week conducted bus trip to the
easl coast.

Members of the W.I. neigh-
bors and [riends joined with
the family of the Iate Emily
Plouffe and attended her fun-
eral Thursday from the Shoe-
maker Funeral Home in Ac-
ton. She was laid to rest in
Falrview Cemetery in Acton.
Following the service the
U.C.W. served & cup of tea to
the mourners at Ballinafad
church.

Ada Kirkwood attended the
memtorial service in Toronto
Thursday evening for her cou-
sin, the late Vera McEachern.

Rev. John Vincent was in
charge of the service at Balli-
nafad churchSunday. The bas.
kets of flowers placed in the
front of the Sanctuary Sunday
were In memory of the late
Emily Plouffe. Rev. Don
Siiles, who is back from vaca-
lion, will occupy his regular
place in the pulpit next Sun-
day.

The U.CW. catered for o
wedding party Saturday at the
church.

Mr. and Mrs. Beb Harmon
are home fromn vacation. They

spent an enjoyable holiday in
the castern provinces and a
cruise around the Thousand
Islands.

The east seems to be popular
place for those on holidays this

" year. Mr. ond Mrs. Archie

Lowr recently returned lrom a
molor trip east. His sister

-accompanied them.

Relatives Irom the area in-
cluding Ada Kirkwood attend-
ed the 40th wedding anniver-
sary celebration {or Mr. and
Mrs. Wilfred McEachern at
Acton Saturday.

Agnea McEnery is sUll o
patient in the Georgetown hos-
pital but is progressing favor-
ably,

Limehouse news
Page B2
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