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Singapore contrasts ancient and modern

Around the World .r'é.-"'-*.

in 380 Days

Tenth in a series

By STEPHEN FRROST
Herald Special

One of the things I like about
Australia is the fact that ncith-
er their immigration nor their
taxation departnient know

~what the other is doing.

My traveling companion,
Jehn Paddy, and 1 both man-
aged to get income tax rebates
even though neither of us hod
work permtts, The taxation
department just files your re-
turn like nnyone eise’s despile
the fact that your address is
HR4, Georgetown, Ontario.
Not only that, but they gave
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me my tax rebate in six days
because 1 lold them 1 was
leaving the epuntry al the end
of this week.

Fhe immigration officials
were not as sympathelie, how-
ever, because John and 1 over-
staved our welcome. That is,
aur visas of two months had
expired six weeks carlier, ﬂnj:!
we prudently thought that it
might be wise ‘o straighten the
situntion out before 'we left,

When John and [ got back to
Perth, we visited the inmigra-
tion bullding only after 1 phon-
ed to explain the situation; no
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sense walking in ill-prepared.

We had our flight tickels to
Singapore with us, and our
passports, and these we had to
turtr over to Immigration while
they conflirmed that we were
indeed going to leave. When he
gol that straightened out, the
ofhicsal came back with our
tickets, but not our passports,

Then he started asking em-
barrassing questions like,
“How come you two fellows
didn't get your visas extend-
ed?” and “Where have you
been these past three and a
half months?""

JUST NODDED

Naturally, I teft J.P. do the
talking, | only nodded or con-
rurred at the appropriate
spols,

The official pave us a side-
ways glance, but said that he
believed us. MNevertheless he
had to ask questions to make
sure people don't work in the'
country illegally {(al! he had lo
do was phone across the road
to find out if we had collected
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Halfwoy around the world from home, the intrepid globetrolter makes an eniry In hls
journal datelines ““Kam Leng Hotel, Julan Besar, Singaporc”. Lubricating the flow of words was a
*. hollle of Johnny Walker Hiack Seotch, purchased there for $3.50 Austraifan,

{Photo by John Pladdy)

Al’s ballooning hobby

a ‘corporate release’

By MAGGIE EANNAH
Herald Specinl

Acton has been on the road
maps fer many years but the
towtt is now going to appear on
alr maps too, thanks to Acton’s
Ralnbow Alrways.

Wwhile Ralnbow Alrways'
becoming Acton’s official air-
line wos just a publicily
gimmick to ald in ticket sales
for Actario, there I3 no
gimmick to Alistair Russell's
bailoon port west of town,

Mr. Russell got interested in
ballooning a couple of years
ago when he noticed a balloon
hasket behind a factory next
door to his own Calgary plant.
He talked to the plant awncr
and found one of their

problems was communicaling

with the ground when they
were alrboroe.

Mr. Russell’'s company
manufactures portable lele-
phones complete with attache
cases in which to carry them.
He got a balloon ride und
demonstrated his product
while he was at it The
neighbor bought a phone and
Mr. Russell got hooked on
balloaning.

BASKETSIZE

It's an expensive hobby, he
gdmits, since balleans run
from $7.000 to $20,000 depend-
ing on the type of envelope and
lhe size of baskel, Rainbow 1,
his first halloon, holds three
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James and Jolic Kulken,

people. Rainbow 2 carries
dauble the load and doesn’t
have anything like the restrict.
ions of the smaller balloon.

Mr. Russell says he took (o
ballooning as a corporate
release. It has turpned inlo a
sideline that would keep him
busy enough (o become o
second fob if he was willing to
devote that much time to it,

Not only do people want him
to give them champagne
flights in Hainbow 1, compani-
¢5 such as Pepsi Cola want him
to fly Rainbow 2 {for them as an
advertising gimmick at
various events.

He has also been asked to
scll Haven Balloons, as a sales
representative for the compa-
ny fromn which his own
batloons were purchased. Then
hie has also been asked to give
insiruction lo prospective
halloonests  since  ballecning
instructors are very hard lo
{ind. They are so scarce he
likens obtaining a  balloon
licence to obtaining an
astronaut's licence. His was
the 41st Canadion licence
Rranied.

Ballooning is o very gentie
sport, Mr, Russell says, since
it can only be cnjbyed when
wind speeds are around five
miles an hour.

It is inconvenient in the
sense that these conditions
tend to occur very early in the

morning (around 5 a.m. for
exampled, or just belaore
sunset,

This means it can't be laken
any time the ballodnist haa a
few spave moments. It also
means it is relotively safe
since it can only be undertaken
in calm conditions.

If something goes wrong and
a crash landing is necessaty
the balloon acts as a parachute
and the wicker basket absorbs
mast of the jolt.

Mr, Russell is into balleon-
ing as a sport as well as for a
hobby. He is off to Edmonton
to fly in the Klondike Days
celebrations this week, then to
the Canadian Nalional Balloon
Championships In Grande
Prairie, Alberta next week.

Following that he has been
invited to the Air Canada-
Labatt's International Balloon
Trophy Competition in
Kitchener Aug. 15, 16 and 17.

He was interested in making
the {irsl hot air balleon over
the North Pole with a friend,
but since a couple recently
curnpleted the flight, they are
now fooking at a flight from
Nanaimo to Vancouver
instead,

Mr. Russell’s daughters To-
by and Wendy cnjoy flying
with him and Mrs, Russell nol
only flies with him but clten
drives Lhe chase vehicle lo go
out to pick him up at the end of
the flight.

Ballooning has come a long
way from the early days in
France when peasant farmers
thought the balloons were
visitors [rom outer space and
put pitchforks through them.

It is from those days that
tradition has developed of

‘opening a bottle of champagne

ot the end of the Might, he said.
The pilol provides champagne
as o treat for the peasanis to
pacify them for landing in
their ficlds.

Farmers are surprisingly
friendly, he said, and of course
he lakes Lhe precaulion of

aveiding Lheir crops when he
londs.
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A clty of contrasts’, Singnpore unfolds along iis central river as the junks and sampans
unload their wares before a futuristic skyline that attests to the cily’s Imporiance among

our income taxl,

He didn't believe us entirely,
however, since he tock our
passporis and told us we could
have them when we boarded
the plane.

We caught a flight out of

FPerth on Quantas bound for
Singapore in ithe middle of the
‘week. Consequently, the flight
was rather empty: 80 peaple
aboard a 747, 4

Whether it was because the
flight was so empty or Quantas
ts trying to compile with Sing-
apore Airline's incredible ser-
vice, I don’t know, but it was
free drinks and a movie all the
way to Singopore.

Mot only that, but 1 saw the
most spectacular lightning
storm out the port window of

the plane 1 have ever witness- -

ed. It was at least 25 mlles
nway, 5o it had no bearing on
our flight. '

The view of one of these
storms from a great height is
fantastic: you sce bolts jump-

‘Communications’ the catchword

ing from the clouds to the sea,
or the lslands, with the sun
sinking far to the west behind
the clouds.

Landing in Singapore was o
treat, despite the occasional
horror stories ene hears from
fellow travellers.

The fellow at the immigra-
tion desk had a Canadian flag
pin with the outline of Alberta
on il; he spotted the Maple
Leal ingot 1 was wearing a-
round my neck.

"“You Canndian, too? From
Alberta?" he asked.

“Sure,” I said. {You have to
realize they probably don’t
know their geography all that
well).

He just smiled, gave me the
six months' visa I nsked for
anitgaid “Have a neee stay™,
We Canadians have to stick
together,

We caught n toxi from the
airport inte the city and took a
room in the lovely Kam Leng
Holel at $14 a night {in Singa-

pore currency - $6.50 Ameri-
can. )

From my journal: *‘Fabu-
lous place, This morning, [
have three or four minor bites
from the bed bugs, J.P. has
more being the tastier and
mealier of 1he two of us.. Right
outside our windoyw we have a

picturesque view of Jalan Be-

sar, one of the main thorough-
fures, and its accompanying,
interminable din. This coupled
with last night’s heal, 3t de-
grees centigrade, or for you
folks whe still belleve in real
deprees - 88, it was almost
impossible to sleep.”

Nevertheless, John and [ got
up, refreshed ourselves with a
cold shower (the only Lype
available} and wandered into
town.

This is quite & city of con-
trasts, From the river running
through the centre of 1own, one
eon see the junks unloading
thelr wares with the city sky-
scrapers In the background.
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southieast Asian trading centres.

The junks kecp the cily's sto-
mtachs satisfied while the ci-
ty's commercial centre keeps
the poputuce in money and
luxuries when the common
people van afford them, which
is none ino oflen.

“F bought iwe bath robes
today,” my journal recalls,
“one in blue with embroidery
ani the olher white. They cost
about $10 UK. each.”

John and | decided not to buy
much this time around be-
cause we would be passing
through again and would know
better then how our money was
helding out,

As far as food is concerned,
there arc plenty of establish-
ments to enjoy in the cily.
The most interesting are the
food centres. One evening John
and [ went te the Telok Ayer
fond centre, which is o congle-
meration of stalls laughingly
calling themselves restaur-
ants, There are probably 30 or
more stalls to choose from,

plus assorted drinks and
sweels stalls,
CURRIED CHICKEDN

The first day there, we ale
curricd chicken and rice with
Lurry sauce to make it holler,
and a side dish of cucumber
and pineapple with o sweel
tomato sauce, all {for §1.50.

Singapore. The quart of An-
chor beer was the price of the
meat andd, surprisingly, it was-
n'l all that bad.

The esablishments name
was “Hahumath Muslim Res-
taurant”, owned by IR, Shaik
Alnwoodin. It was run hy three
or faur disreputable but friend-
ly fellows of indeterminate
origin.

We managed to sleep on our
last two niphts there. Afler
Ihree hefty Scotches and wal-
er, who wouldn't?

One mornlng, we paid a visit
to the Thai embassy 1o enguire
ahout visas. Unfortunately, i
would take longer than we had
to spare to acquire them. The

(Fholo hy Stephen Frosth

embassy told us, hawever, that
we would receive 15 <ays
automatically when we enter-
ed the country :

We spent the rest of the day
out en the islunds swimming
and catehing rays. The water
wis about M degrees Faren-
heit, sa it wasn't very refresh-
ing. | put somae mare color into
my skin, s0 1 suppose it was
alright.

On the way back from the
island, we ook o cable car
troade in Berne, Switzechoud )
nnd the view of e city was
well worth the wait in w
sweltering hoeat 1o see it

The next day, we headesd into

- Mualaysia for Kuala Lumpur -~

and a bout with food poisoning.
WNext week, I'l write brielly
nhout K.1.., or the muddy river
as i's called, and Penang, an
istand off the coasl of Malaysia
with its main town ol, curious-

Iy enough, Georgetown. Seems

those Brilish

where,

Were overy-

at Halton’s new conference centre

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald Stall Writer

The Halton Hills Centre is
perched high on the Niagara
Escarpment overlooking much
of Milten and Halton Hills, but
guests at the cenire probably
won'l spend much time study-
ing the view,

Halton Hills' {irst conference
centre, located off Highway 25,
soulh of Speyside, is open for
groups who want Lo hold con-
ferences there, and for groups
who wish to atiend workshops
and seminars organized by the
owners of the cenire. These
people are also available en a
consullant basis outside the
cenire.

The centre is owned and
operated by a mangement
proup of David Dineen, Don
Cave, Jan Culley and James
Dueck. All four partners are
from the Kitchener area and
all have & background in edu-
cation and communications.

“The name, Hallon Hills
Centre, is a little vague,” Mr.
Cave said, "'Bu! then, while it
doesn’L really say what we are,
it doesn't limit us either.””

THREE PHASES

The centre is a house huilt
almast on lop of the scarp and
surrounded by trees, Henova-
tions which arce heing done in
three phases, will leave the
centre with ten bedreoms and
acapacity of between 20 nnd 25
people. Although the centre is
open now, it won't be fully
operaflional unti] the end of
August.

The properly was purchased
in June, 1979, but the opening
has been deluyed while the
pecessary permits were ob-
tained from the town and the
MNiagara Escarpment Commis-
sion.

Mr. Cave said the group is
very pleased with their loca-
tion, because it is centrally
Iocated, They expect to have
guests from Oshawa and Lan-
don, and everywhere in be-
tween,

"We're very happy with our
location,” he said. *'We feel

we're central to five or six
million people. We knew we

wantedd something in this area
between Taronto and Kitchen-
er.”

"I fell in love with the place
the first time I saw it, There's
a real break from the poce cut
there. 1t has an ambience - it
sels a pace and tells people to
slow down. :

RENTAL FEE

Any group wishing to held a
canference at the centre can
rent the building and run their
own conferece, The daily renl-
nl fee would then caver accom-
modation and feod, and would
give the group exclusive use of
the facilities, which include o
swimming pool.

‘"The other aspect of Lhe oper-
ation is the Araining and deve-
lopment seminar, Mr. Cave
said, where individuals and
proups can sign up for various
seminary designed by the ma-
mipgement group,

“Tn me that's the cxciting
parl,” Mr. Cave sald. “Wecan
desipn courses {or all sorts of
interesis. T hope to bring in
people that I find inferesling
mysell.'™

Although same renovations
are siyl underway, Mr. Cave
said the group hopes to begin
y15 series of summer programs
this weekend with a seminar
on holistic health. There are
still openings in this seminar.

LEISURE AND STRESS

Other warkshops planned for
the summer include stress
management for teachers, as-
serliveness training. weekend
parenting, leisure and life-

- style, managing studenis ef
" fectlively and the skills and

responsibilities of a consul-
tanl.

The programs designed by
the management of the centre
wall fuldl in five basic categor-
ies: marriage and family life,
personal growth, organization-
al development, holistic health
and allernate life styles.

“We're nol too big and not
teo small,” Mr. Cave said.
“We'reright in the middle. We
hope lo maintain that inti
macy. Yo can go to a confer-
ence in one of those big place
and not meet 85 per cent of the

peaple.”
BREAKDOWN ROOT

The main ingredient in the
centre management 15 an ex-
periise in communicalions,
Mr. Cave said.

“We're all basically trained
and have worked in communi-
cations. The root ol many,
many preblems in society is a
breakdown in communica-
tions." '

Dave Dincen has his own
consulting firm and does a lot
of waork fer the government.

His interests al the centre
include marriage preparation
and vouth leadership training,
Mr. Cave is5 a behavioral con-
sultont with the Walerioco
board of education. His inter.
ests ynelude holistie health and
parenbing.

Jan Culley has her own
consulting firm and conducts
workshops on stress, time
mfanagement and the class-
room as a group. Dr. Jim
Dudeck is the chief psycholo-
gisl al the Walterloo board of
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Don Cave is one of the partners In the Hlalton Hills Centre,
which ts visible behind him. The centre functions as a conference
cenlre which can be rented for a conference, and.as a tralring
and development centre, where guesis can attend workshops and
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cducation.~He is iavolved in

special education and has a -

masters degree in industrinl
arts, '

*"The cenlre is about preven-
tion,”" BMr. Cave said. "“We're
not a mental health clinie, but
we're here for people who want

to learn something about how

to handle things.”
BATTERY BOOSTER
"We're not psychoelogists,
we'te communications and hu-

man relations consultants, .

There will be o 1ot of intlmacy,
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seminars developed by the owners,

acceplance and shanng. 11
he like a battery baoster, wilh
an element of retreat obot
1-Ill-‘l

Rookings for any of the
conferences ar a booking of the
facilitics can be mnde by
weiting the centre at Halton
Hills Centre, RER3, Milton, or
by calling (4160 492-1T149 or
(580 745-6541,

“We don't want to be an
institution,” Mr, Cave said,
“We want to be able lo give
people something.”

W
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Renovations are still

underway, but thye sirst seminar, on holistic health, wlll be held

this weekend,

{Herald photo)
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