Firetfighter saves 3-month-old

Smoke-filled house no obstacle for baby'sm rescuer

By LORI TAYLOR
Ierald Staff Writer -
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Firelighter Bernie Egerton
is al o loss lo explain how he
was able to find his way
through o smoke-filled base-
ment to rescue three-month-
old Reni Adema, although he
had never been in the house
belore.

Mr. Egerton and his fellow
lirelighters conducted & desp-
erale search {rom room o
room in the basement of a
burning home on . Mackenzie
Street Friday merning, searc-
hing for the baby, who had
been sleeping in a room in the
ﬁﬁemcnt when the fire start-

Although it took saeveral
minules to fidd the baby's
room Mr. Egerton realized
after it was over that he had
been able to find his way
thraugh the basement without
running into any furnilire or
walls, although be had never
been in the house before,

“I went in the bock window
of the house, and I had never
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aat, 1 just went up the stairs
and out the front door like I'd
heen there before,” Mr. Eger-
ton said. I knew my way
around the house and 1'd never
been there before, As far as |
can remember, 1 didn"t bump
into the wall eor into any
furniture.”
BABY SATISFACTORY

The baby is in satisfactory
condition in Sick Children’s
Huspital in Toronto, where she
was trangferred from George-
town and District Memonal
Hospital. Reni s the grand-
daughter of the owners of the
house, William and Jane Van-
derkony, She and her mother,
Tracy Adema, were visiting
from Alberta.

Mrs. Vanderkooy told police
the baby had just been fed and
wis sleeping ina car bed in 2
spare room in the basement
when she and her daughter
heard 8 Jong bang in the
hasement. They ran down-
siairs, but couldn't reach the

"INCUSTOMER RELATIOMS

department,

Fire chiel Mick Holmes and
Mr. Egerton, who is depuly
district volunteer, left from the
hall when the call came in
without wailing for Lhe other
volunteers 1o take the truck
ol

VERY UPSET

Mr. Egerton said when they
artived, there was a Jarge
group of neighbors around the
house, all appearing very up-
se!, When the women saw
them, they began shouting that
there was a baby in the house.

“Somebody, 1 don't know
who, guided me to the back of
the house,"” Mr.Egerton soid,
"The mother had kicked in the
windows to try and get to the
baby. T went it one of the
windows, and the smoke was
50 dense that 1 hod to crouch
down."’

Mr.Egerton didn't have an
air pack and mask on when he
{irst wenl into the house, 50 he

for 1he baby.

“Somebody yelled that the
baby was in the enb, but ]
couldn’t find the crib.” Mr.
Egerton said. “'T was holding
my breath, but 1 necded some
mir, su 1 wenl hack to the
window to catch my brealh,
and went back in”

FOUND XOTHING

“That time | found the orb,
and | reached in through the
sithe and couldn’t find anything
50 I stood wp and (el around
the erib, and 1 still couldn't
find anything. So | went back
1o the window again, and 1
yelled oul that the baby.wasnt
in the crib.”’

Somrone at the window, whao
Mr. Eperton belicves was eith:
er the child™s mother or grand-
mather, called out that the
baby was in a car bed beside
the crib, Mr.Egerton wenl
bhack in and searched around
the crib, but couldn't find the
car bed.

-
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ion Officer Larry  Hrussard
and Litutenant Bob Paul were
al the window, hoth wearing
their aic packs. Mr.Egerton
took the sir pack from Mr.
traul and resumed his search,

“We have a scet procedure
lor searching for someone, and
1 followed it, but it ook me o
bit longer, because
suppised 1o be two of us, But |
sUll couldn’t find the baby ™

NUOSIGN

“13y then Larry had come n
through the f[ront, and we
looked around together. ile
prave me one of our big
[lushlight 1o use, 1 checked
around room, that 1 think must
have been o bathroom, becau-
s¢ [ remember pushing o
curlain aside, but still no sign
of the baby.”

“I went inlo another reom
thal had one of those plastic
sliding doors onit, and 1 ripped
i1 praclically off the hinges —

wir were getting o little excited

there's.

dropped the flashlight there,
because [ picked the baby up.™

Mr. Fperton cabled oul to the
plhers that he had found the

baby, and Caplain Bruce Low-

is, who had joined into the
search, called out, "Get the
hell out of here”

“1 took my air mask uff and
pave the baby mouth-te-mouth
respiration on the way outl. She
was really limp, and hadn't
mide any noise the whule ime
we were there™

aie. Egerton made his way
oul the front door with the
haby and carried her 1o the
wailing ambulance,

SEX MINUTES
In spite of the difficully in
finding the bahy, Mr. Egerton
estimates the search took only
about five or six minutes.
“"Every minute seems like
hours when you're
there,™ he said,
Mr.Egerton said the baby's
family has contacted him to
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following dispute

By CHRIS AAGAARD
iferald Staflf Wreiter
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firefighters for their efforis,
and the neighbors who helped
calm Mrs. Vanderkooy and her
daughter.

"The women in the neighbor-
hood were {antastie in comlor-
ling the baby's mother and
grandmother,” Mr.Egerton
safd. “"They tock them lo
another house and caimed
them down."”

When it comes lo lelking
about his own efforts, however
it's a little different.

""Every man on that depart-
ment, f[rom the newest rookie
to the schior man in the
department would have done
the same Lhing in the same
circumstaneces,” he snid, *"Our
guys were [antastic there.
They weorked very well™

The {ire department is still
investigaling the fire, but at
this point, the blaze appears to
have started near o freezer in
the basement, possibly in the
clectrical circuits.

THE 816G PAPER
WITH THE BIG
CIRCULATION.

COVERING
GEQRGETOWN
ACTON A
SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES.

_ An eleventh-hour disagreement between developers and the provincial minlstry of housing
over one section of the new Halton regional plan hos caused housing minister Clnude Bennett to
delay his endorsoment of tha plan. - - :

The postponement of the officinl plan's formal ﬁigning Inat Wednesday at regional
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BLAIR GETS BUBBLY
* Blair Potter of Acton trics his best to puff out the largest
bubble during the Acton Public Library bubble gum blowing

contest held Saturday. All 21 of the parilclpsnts won o certilicate
creditlng them as {irst rate fum chewers and bubble blowers and

the event provided an amusing show for the spectators. A similar
speciacle held in Georgelown last Wednesday was aftended by
104 participants. See also page B3,

(1lerald photo by Chris Aagaard

Ontario transportation mi-
nlster James Snow was ex-
pected to justily two sever-
ances to his Hornby farm last
night (Tuesday) before the
Halton agricultural advisory
commitlee. )

Members of the commit
tee, set up lo advise regional -
council on agricultural mat-
ters, were among the most
vocal critics of the recent
Land Division Commiitee
(LDC) decision allowing Mr.
Snow back-to-back separa-
ons for tha construction of
_homes for his 8ons.

A spokesman in Mr,
Snow's Queen's Park office
acknowledged receipt of the
commitlee's invitation for
the minister to attend last
night's meeting in Millonm,
and sald as far as she knew,
Mr. Snow planned fo be
there. Confirmation of Mr.
Snow's attendance was una-
vailable at preas time.

" Halton planning direclor
Ra] Mohammed had indicat-
ed his intention to file a
-routine notece of appea!l a-

-gainst the LDC decislon with .

| Snow severances irk farmers
- -region

¢

will appeal to OMB

the Ontario Municipal Board.

Whether or not the appeal
proceeds, he explained last
wiek, is up to reglonal coun-
¢il, which objected to the
severance npplication before
the LDC, :

Mr. Mohammed said he
will advise the regional plan-
ning commillee August 12 to
oppeal the decision, a move
expected to receive the full”
supporl of commitlee chair-
man Roy Booth of Hallon

Hills. :

"There's no reason why
{ Mr. Snow) shouldn’t adhere
ta the rules like everyone
clse,”” Coun. Booth commen-

Continued on page 2
E ¥

Cruise for Hornby trio
turns into nightmare

A pleasure lrip on Lake
Ontario turned into a 24-hour
battle to get lo shore for &
Hornby ares man and his two
young tousins from Hun-

BAry.

Les Docgo and his cousins,
Erica Link 14, and her broth-
er Alex, 9, were stranded on
the lake after the [anbelt
snapped on the trial-run of
Dorgo's new speedboat,

The three left Oakville on
Wednedsday aflernoon fo go

swimming in Wilson, N.Y,
They were spotled near the
narth shore of Lhe lake close
lo Oshawa, a day later and
almosl 100 kilemetlres from
where they had set out,
Dressed in light clothin
and with only o bottie of ¢
to share, the group huddled
together. For extra warmth,
Mr. Dorgo draped them with
a towel, a torn sheet and a
plastic bog.
Mr. Dorgo sald he tried lo
paddie, but heavy waves

ST one of the oaars.

M!:‘I?Eﬁinrgn‘ﬁ brother, Mike,
reporled the missing boat to
iialton police argund 1 a.m,
and, far to the west. coast’
guard boals, police and n
Canadian Forces helicopler
scanned the waler. .

A seaman on a Canada
Steamship Lines [reighter
saw the boat about 1 p.m.,
and alerted Lhe coast guard
whao lowed the beat to Co-
bourg, where relatives mel
the shivering trio.

beadquarters in Qakville sent a wave of anger through council members who were convinced their
slx-year struggle to prepare o fair and comprehensive plan was nbout to end in success.

An  announcement
ministry officials and develop-
ers had falled to pgree on the
“wording”” of the plan's
section dealing with Qakville's
population forecast came
minutes before council’s
regulor meeting was to begin,
riling councitlors and eventu-
ally scuttling the scheduled
2:30 p.m, signing.

Deapite  assurances [rom
regional chalrman Jack Raftis
and planning committee chair-
man Roy Booth that the
necessary amendments could
be deferred and need not
inlerfere with the signing of
the plan, councillors accused
the government of trying to
impose mere chinges without
proper debate,

“Il seems that a lot of
cabinet ministers are telling
s, 'Okay, guys, here are the
changes','”" Burlington Coun.
Joan Allingham protested. "It
makes n charade of the whole
thing™,

Milton Coun. Bill Johnsen
accused the povernment of
giving developers  *'special
privileges™ while “faxpayers
and ceuneil have to take a back
HEI']-L“

Councillors complained that
they had already come to a
compromise agreemenl with
the developers and
ministry which had  been
accepted by the cabinet. The
compromise set  Oakville's
population growth to 141,000,
about 11,000 mere than the
region's origingl figure.

Housing minisiry represen-
tative Phil Hemminglon told
counctl thal the most recent
negoliations with o consortium
ol develnpers began  thatl
morning, (Wednesday)
although the dispute had been
brewing since May 30.

Mr. Remminglon said that
the developers are upsel that
the plan’s wording concerning
Gakville’s  population  “doees
not adeqguaiely reflect the
government’s or the region’s
agreement or the "inlerpreta-
tion" of the wording approved
by cabinet. Mr. Remmingfon
recommended  that  council
sign the new plan, [eaving out
Lhe population issue for further
study,

Bul councillors were still not
satisfied, insisting that the
document be signed in its
entirety, thus fercing the 1s5ue
to arbitration before the
Ontario Municipal Board
LOMB).

Oakville Coun.  Mac
Anderson said that the olficial
plan should be “'an entity...an
entire package.” g

“The plan is not aof the
developers but of the people of
the reglion we represent,” he
said.

that -

the .

Qakville Coun. Carol
Gooding accused the ministry
of being ""heavy-handed™,

“1really don't see why we've
heen given o deadline of 2:30
p.m.,”" she said. it

In a last-minute effort to
salvage (he signing, Coun,
Boocth presenied a2 motion
calling for the doecument to be
endorsed, with any further
proposals being made to the
OMB. Earlier. Coun. Booth
hoped to have the pian signed
without the inclusion of the
Dakville population preblem
pntil it had been scitled by
negotintion,

The motion carried, and a
delepation caonsisting . of
councillors Beoth, Steven Toth
of Burlinglon, Oakville Mayor
Harry Barrett and regional
planning director Ra]
Mobammed took the motion
hefore housing minisler
Bennett, who had secluded
himsell in a commiitee room.

But aflter 45 minufes of
closed-door discussion, Mr.

Bennelt balked at signing the

plan, choosing to stick by the
government's original position
to settle the dispute through
negotiation, rather than
having it referred o the OMB,

At a press conference follow-
ing the meeting, Mr. Bennett
called the disagreement with
the developers ““an honest
diflerence of opinion’’ and said
that negotiators would try to
find “'a happy medium" to
resolve the Issue,

Coun. Booth was disenchant-
ed with the outceme of the
afiernoon’s eévents,

*“I'm very embarrassed for
the region,” he said. "It's a
disgusting thing that we have
done here.™

Coun. Booth added that
because the plan was not
signed, it “would still allow
olher people to come {forward
wilh more objeclions for
referral and deferrals'.

Mr. Bennett said he would
return to council to sign the
plan and indicated that this
might take place in “a couple
af weeks™,

Men hospitsilized

EHerald Special
Two men are in hospital
following an early morning
collision on 15 Sideroad just
east of the townline.
Kenneih Morland, 28, of Ac-

- ton, was translerred to Hamil-

ton General Hospital from Mil-
ten District Memerial Hospital
where he was token from the
seene of the accident. A hospi-
tal spokesnmian said Mr. Mor-

land is in the intensive care
unit in critical condition with
multiple injuries,

Dennis Mitchell, 25, of RR2,
Hockwood, was taken lo
Gzeorgetown and Disirict Me-
morial Hospital where a hospi-
1al spokesman lists his condi-
livn as satisfaclory.-Mr. Mit.
chell has o fractured shoulder
and multiple abrastons, culs
and bruises 1o his head.

Crawlord presents the Union Gas trophy to Phil Henley,
iop chomber golfer. Henley shot a 75 but lost the
vhamplonship In a tle-breaking hole.

Cricketers hit
by lightning

By MARK CLAIRNONT
Herald Sports Edilor

A Georgetown Cricket Club member and an gpponent
from the host Oakville team were struck by lightning
Saturday during 2 game in which several players [rom both
sides, including two umpires, also suffered slight shocks.

Ashley Windsor of Georgetown and A. Jaggernaught
of Oakville were treated and released from hospital the
same day, :

According to Georgetown player Ken Jones, the
sudden thunderstorm which featured hailstones *'as big as
onc's thumb', caught competitors and epectators by
surprise, sending them fleeing for cover In near panic os the
two injured men lay stricken on the ficld.

Georgetown had just completed batling and were on
the ficld for the Hamilton and District Cricket League game
when Mr. Windsor prepared to bow! hia third ball of the first
aver to Mr. Jaggernaught.

The bolt of lightning struck o transformer located 25
feet from the playing field at Appleby College and
ricocheled, hitting the two cricketers,

Mr. Jones, who was standing beside Mr. Windsor, said
the fall-out from it was like “‘being hit with a sledge-ham-
mer ** He and severa) others on the field experlenced nerve
ending injuries to the front and back of their heads during
the shattering explostion which also sent what Mr, Jones said
felt like a blast of wind out their ears. B

The game naturally had to be called, with Oakville
aking nine points for the shortened contest while
Georgetown received five. Ashok Kumar led the locals with
18 not out, Lloyd Jones had 16 and R. Mongru had 12,

Georgetown's next game will be at home on the
Yoder field Satlurday afterncon when they host West St.
Catharines, :

Minister of Houslng Claude Bennett
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(cenire)  flelded

questions lollowing the minlsiry's decision not Lo sign lalion
region’s new official plan last Wednesday. A strong protest wos
raised among Qakville councillors concerned nbout a disagree-
ment with developers over Gakvllle's population figures as
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predicted in the plan, The government has decided to take the
Issue to negotlalion rather than refer It to the Ontario Munlcipa)
Board. Reglonal chairman Jeck Rallls (left) and planning

commitiee chalrman Roy Booth, {rlght. background) were also
on hand to answer queslions,




