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exercise 1in futility:‘fjm ot

Last Wednesday's “'Great Debate™ on
the future of reglonal government {n Halton
would only have been great, in fact, if the
outcome had been the opposite.

This I8 not to say that we favor an end
to the six-year old s{’“’m of not-so-tocal

overnment: regional councll has proven
its worth, particularly to those in Halton
Hills, on several mg}cgat;i!gm ;ﬂﬁcign the
region’'s o enis orget or ignore,

. Rathei:'??ﬁnre_vlew the debate as a falled
academic exercise which served only to
reassure those members wor for
reform that they're on the t track;
apart from this, the whole tirage was just
another example of how some council
members enjoy letting off steam once in a
while, regardless of their varlous
arguments’ strength and relevancy.

The final vote on the motion (o
dismantle regional government was 18-7, or
 roughly 21, indicating that those who

arranged for the verbal battle somehow
averestimated anti-region sentiments
among their colleagues on council. At the
outset, there seemed a very real
possibility, judging from the determination
with which Burlington Mayor Roly Eird
introduced his “anti-region” motion, that
Halton region could very well suffer
irreparable damage during this sudden
calculated affront on the part of a handful
who demanded that the matter be resolved
quickly. | :

It took four hours last Wednesday
afternoon ard evening for council to finally
determine that a majority favor reform of
the %r]stem. and not its termination.

osein the minority - Milton and Oak-
ville councillors whose political posts are in
jeopardy because regional taxes climbed
so h {his election- r in thelr
municipalities - railed a
hringinP to bear thelr mountin
frustrations over o system of governmen
that seems to create as many probiems as
it solves. .
Steadfastly opposing these short-
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sighted, politically and emotionaily

motivated attacks, councillors from Halton
Hills and Bur on (which are ntq;{ng
with current tax bills fairly well, thafkyol)-

 maintained strong support for a’ govern-'

ment that continues to prove lis worth in-
their municipalities inbasic but sometimes
surprising ways. — Y g
Assessment ﬂﬁu:reu e shown two
nities to

ming commu be on the low éhd
tax scale in Halton: Acton, of cours, -
equals

continues to benefit from the equal
system of paylng for sewer and
facility improvements - the X _
whole has helped both Acton and

whter

orgetuwnmtnrthamﬁu:g&ﬁ:&&?%: |

Ge
a these pub
E'redug%nm rural awsya, where

angry Miltonians have raliied 'roumd &

homemade flag of protest, taxes are .

similarly low relative to those in.other
parts of Halton.
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members stand. This, the “great debate"’ .

was launched, much rhetoric was ex-- .
changed, threats were tossed about and the
Hy nalled to t.hﬂwat;htg;_ :

the raginﬁ; aana::{y huppguﬂh,m it
e at by Cov [
wmmu soveral d

 tatled to show In any A
In the final analysis, %Inltm' ;g

received a strong vote of confidence,
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debate’’ when the hard facts of | .
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So Argentina s erming Itself for apparent
nuclear war? The Star's Today tnagaxine this
weekend documented Canada's corporate and

_technologice]l contributions toward the South
.American nallon's success in this venture, and once
again the spectre of world war rears Its ugly head.

With so many parallels existing between Lhe
stnte of global politics today and thosa of the
between-war years (1918-1939), some thoughts on
the philesophy of war which I came across last week
took on an astonishing relavancy.

The following words come from one of Emest
Hemingway's dispatches to Esquire magazine, The
date s September, 1833; tho subject matler is
prediminantly gruesome:

“The first panacea for a mismansged nation
is inflation of the currency; the %wﬂﬂh
bring & temporary prosperity; bring &
pemgllnent nﬂmut bolh are the refuge of political
and economic opporfunists...

“They wroto in Lhe old days that It is sweel
and fitting to die for one’s country. But in modern
war there is nothing sweet nor fitting In your dying.
You will die like a dog for no good reason. Hit in the
head you will dle quickly and cleanly even sweetly
and fittingly except for the white blinding flash that
never stops, unless perhapa it {3 oaly the frontal lobe

" or your optic nerve that is smashed, oe your jaw
carried away, or your nose and cheek hm:ﬁmnm
you can still (hink but you have no frce to talk with.,

“But if you are not hit in the bead you will be
hit in the chest, and choke on it, of In the lower belly,

‘and [eel it all slip and slide locsely as you open, 10
i1l out when you try to get up.

h "It's not su to be so painful but they

glways scream it, It's the idex 1 suppose, or

haye theflash, the slamming clang of high exploaive

ard gohe

, Or I :
your puitee, or watch them take a boot off with your
foot a mush inslde it, or feel an arm flop &nd lepin
how a bone feels grating, or you will burp, cholte and -
vamit, or be blown to hell a dozen differént ways,

on a hard road and find your |

 without sweetnesa or fittingness; but-node of this
ever means anything. No catalogue of horsiies éver

. kept men from war. Before the war ¥ l%

 think that it's not you thatl dies, myﬁ%ﬂ e -

brother, if you go toitlongenough. - - .0
“The only way to combat the murder hat iz
war {s o show the dirty combinations that make it ..
and the criminals and swine that bope for it and the
idlotic way they run it when Lhey"ve got it 4 thatan -
‘honest man will distrust ituﬁurhgd' I g fackpt el
refizse to B enslaved o I\ <0r T L At TS
~ Are Canadiahs enslaved tc wart' &’tﬁq
sharo with so many Americans tha milstaken yiew
that war, as ugly a3 it is, ls somelimes necessary Lo
protect Christian civilization (and democracy) fom
the fasclsts and totalilarisns? Do they believe that .
Canadans like themselves should be sent lodlecna
foreign frontier to stop the Soviets from exerclging ™
military might in search of stahle cobtrol.ovexr- -
suppHes, or (o stop the Iranlans from ciirying do
their terrorist SR AR
H 50, they have heeded the words of political .-
and economic ta" who recognize In war -
the polential for wemendous capital galn and.
technological advancement. Thus, Canadlans
condemn Soviel miHtary expansionism but turn a
deaf car toward all-foooccasional rveporis of

_ government and corporate investments Into fasist

states closer to home.
And 50 it goes.

Toﬂwtﬂnhlﬂl ht have
n fact fatled to prove
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- MacGuigan has every rcason (o feel

MacLeod

- ofThe Herald
External Affatrs Minlster Mark

~ frustrated about the lack of American
action on the Canada-U.S, {Ish trealy,

.. but T wish he would stop referring to
* the Tehran exnbassy caper in the same

. rofe &

breath.

. It's embarrassing,
What Canada did {n Tehran - or
cally, what Ambassador,

“Ken Taylor did —~ in sheltering the
American diplomats and smuggling
them oyt of the couniry was very
laudable, and the outpouring of

. Eratitd

from the US. was not
Ing. The Americans have had

liftie elss to cheer about in Iran.

But we should keeﬁ the affalr in
W

. 'phrspettive, and without taking
‘ ';fto'tmla . m;a from Ambassador

'\

‘with dismissal of ‘arbitration

desperate Americans. Everyone
clearly delighted that the exciting

lot ‘And his stafl, it would be
hle for them not to help the
waS

Q'IIEE:I’ILFII'E Bareau
of The YHerald

o Two idsues most irritate the trade

° . uanion-ghovement in Ontario,

", Beoth deal with newly unlonized

b ﬂ-nh or offices, and first negotiations -

tween the fledgling unjon and a

2% cou

' m the ﬁhilit;,r of the company to
continue resisting a first contract with

" *its newly unlonized employees, by, for
example, dragging out negotlations
. over months. | -

sy =t

-, BUt wmven. gssuming ser
ntradt thorm do go abesd, the
ixsue  that »srouses union

. leadership is company refusal to maeke

© unfon

ue3 mandatory for all

: t unlons want i{s “mandatory
. dues check-ofl,” which really means
. you'can't have a plant where half the
. .employees pay union dues, and, half
ﬂ._m even though all recelve the

. now

tg of negotictions,

" Labor minister Robert Elgie has
brough in a bill that gives unions
50 per cent of what they want, but
which ia iinked with two olher labor

. law changes they may not want,

- DOESN'TWORK
‘Elgie still resists demands that

" there be compulsory arbitration of

_acceptance of

.employees by secret ballot

‘reasons, .and

affair wotked out the way It did, And 1
imagine most Canadlans enjoyed the
ghusual gush of gratitude that flew
north from our American neighbors.
OTHER LEYERS

So let's let the matter rest right
there. 1f the Americans, . for any
reason, want to refer to the incident
that’s their business, but it's downright
embarrasslng when we keep ralsing
the subject. And I bet many of us
cringed when MacGuigan sald that,
following the Tehran escapade, “There
was a feell

If you go down the list of Canada-
U.S. irritants, you can {ind many areas
{n which the Americans might owe us
one, or we might owe them one, but
surely we don't have to frot out
examples involving human decency. I
know zome people who were given {ree
medical treatment in New York not
long ago, and I would hate to think the
Americans might ralse that at the
United Nations.

If the ratification of the {ish tresty
requires bargaining levels, there are
many business-like issues that could be
raised ~ the conatruclion of plpelines,
energy conservation, wheat
embargoes, environmentsl programs,
fresh water diversions and the like. But
the treaty should be ratified without
any such levers, It serves the best
interests of both countries.

HARD BARGAINING
The treaty was initialled by both

outstanding issues when negotiations
on a first contract break down,

He claims the record clsewhere,
for example in Britlsh Columbia where
such a law exists, show it just doesn’t
work and, il anything, exasperales
problems.

But on "mandalery dues check-
of['* he has adopted the union position,
saying it “*goes Lo the very core of the
the trade unlon
movement as a legitimale entity.””

Yet af, the same time he's letling
compantes put a [inal contract offer Lo
vole
whether union officlals agree or not.

And since all emriayees arc pay-
ing dues, Elgie's bill says all, even
non-unton members, wtll have a vole
on strike or contract ratiflcation.

BASIC ASSUMPTION

But the koy amendment Is
"mandatory dues check-ofl'*, which
has been the major slicking point in
some of Lhe most controversial and
bitter strikes in recent Ontaria history,
such as Fleck Manufacturing and Blue

Without dues check-off, unlons
complain that new people being hired
don’t join the union and togelher with
those who refused to join [n the first
place soon constitute a majority.

At that point the company secks
decertification of the union,

The subjeclive assumption behind
unlon desire - for “maondatory dues
check-off” (s Lhat such “union-
busting”> won't work once all
employees are paying dues — and
regardliess of whether or not they are
union members. .

(Paying dues and joining the
union, which remains optional, are not
the same thing. The only exception to
dues-paying will be [or religious
then an equivalent
amounl of money must go to charity.)

among many Canadians .
* that the U tadsmunﬂdusme.'f

- move that is

MacGuigan embarrasses us

by linking treaty to rescue

countries after exhaustive negotiations
which lasted more than a year. There
was give-and-lake on both sldes as the
two countries worked (oward an
agreement to protect the fishery, and
the interests of fishermen, aff two
coasts, Among other things the treaty
provided a sharing of tha catches on
the Georges Bank, giving most of the
scallops to Canadian fishermen and
most of the cod and haddock to
Amerlcan [ishermen.

‘The agreement was &u'ir'.*ii?-

approved by the Canadian ca

it ‘never recelved thl-rm!‘ﬂd,-':
ratification from the U.8. Sefiate,

There, it has run into a New
England lobby - whose most articulate
spokesman la Senator Edward
Kennedy - and the document is
yellowlng in the Senate KForeign
Relatlons Committee, with no
apparent prospect for approval.
Meanwhile, in an effort to pred the
U.S. Senate, Fisheries Minister Romeo
LeBlanc has unilaterally increased the
fishing quotas on the es Bank ~ 2
perfectly understandable
but which doesn't serve the tong-term
interests of either country,
Incidentally, even the New York
Times has come down strongly In favor
of Lhe treaty which, it says, deserves

ratlfication without any gratultous - .
reservations, We could also add thatit
deserves ratificatlon without any

gratultous references to lhe Tehran
alfair.

_ Elgie tempers union deal .

It |s an assﬁmpilnp accepted bath

by unions, which is why they want the

compulsory check-off, and by
companles, which have always
posed it. "
Without questlon such check-off
makes the union more ﬂn:tncl.u.llﬁ
gecure, but ~ since non-members wi
have a vote on contracts and strikés -
whether it makes it any easier to avoid
decertificallon in other ways, ofily time
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- The show was bea

. crash was estimated at 530,000,

_ the Sixteen Mile Creek s $1,404.

“ Aligndale carme'to a halt with the ruosing
" trgin through Georgetown Saturday at-about 7:18

- this

_theboard was adked toa

" " gald last week that

Halton’s
History

From our files

mule,

An estimated crowd of 2,000 attended the 3rd
ansual garden party last mh;ﬁ at tha Hornbry
Ball Park. In addition to two games and a
demonstration of mode! airerafl flylng, there was &
vaudeville show rugﬂg pemie top flight talent.

two garden party

favorites, Violet Murray Tom Hamilton, and .
inchuded two of the original “Dumbbells’”, Pat
Hﬂ[e.rlarl and Charlie Jeeves, s
with practically no swimming facilities since
the Glen and Norval dams were des i the,

" ppring floods, the swimming classes which have

been arranged by the Georgelown Recreation
Commission at Norval YMCA pool are very popular
this vear, :

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Calamity Junctio
unleashed its train-wrecking voodoo agaln Iuli
Wednesday when a head-on collision snaked

and cars along the jinxed section of the CNR main
line just west of the station. Most seriously Injured
in the spectacular crash was a fireman, Leslis
Easson of Stratford, who was trapped In the cabof a

esels, shearing the
Easson's before tumbling down a steap em

ment oo the south side of tha tracks. D aluuj::i

~ diesel engine when an empty coal gondela
~ other train hurdled four

Following the departure of Rev, Thos. Van Laer
from Holy Croes Church, a Netherlander, Fa
Otger Devant, became the parish priest last 1

Meadowglen Growers, a cama well known in tigpe

- community, will be known henceforth as Meadow-

glen Mushroom Growers Lid. The business has been
acquired by a four-man partnership condlsting of
Mac Skrow, his son, Ermde, his brother, Sam and his
brother-in-law, Mac Coben. They have been In the
produce business for 40 in Toronto.

From the Herald's clasalfled columns: “House

for rent in"Sunbeam Helghts, three-bedroom brick

ow, $85 monthly." .
ing by the pride of Conlfer Kennels, RR2,

Georgetown, Conlfers Guarda Slochana, at the
Ontario County Kennels Club show at Oshawa
Saturday have placed him within ons point of ihe
Canadian champlonship, Guard, as he 1a affection-
ate]‘{lmuwn by his owners, Sid and Bev Rivett, took
Best of Winners, Best Canadian Bred and Best of

Breed In sweeping every class, .
A whnppﬁ $1,233,125 was the value of bulldiry
permits in June in Esquesing Township.
However, included {n that total {x $1,100,000 for the
Georgetown and District Memorial Hoepital. The

ﬂmﬁiﬂdﬂ Wero rﬁ.'ld-m . ' 3
ing's share for 1960 of the Credit Ué-rlﬁ

 Conssrvation Authority, and the Sixteen Mils

Authority was authorized to be patd. Thelr ghare of
the t Valley coats for the year is $32,580 and (or’

0 t 3 d
P er service on the old "Nocthern lina'” to
asseng G the laat

p.m, The service was inaugurated in 1871, - i

TEN YEARS AGO—G«I&JW Diatrict
studen!s set a new record this year. Fifteen in
grnduaﬂnaclmmmlmdﬂg:rmnrwum
thelr vear and were awarded Ontarlo scholarships
and a $150 Ontarlo award. : ' p

Georgetown in general and etown Little
Theatre in particular can be proud of tha success
nchll?id by ?Inudnf tlat' ﬂi’idmh in E\e Eutriul
world, 8 a new positlon o Ottawg

we&?::e teciuu:nldimctnr for the National Aris
Centre. It's a long wﬁ? from the days when this
young man first showed his artistic gernius designing
gets [or the town's theatrical group.

A halton school board trustee was critical last
week of teacher coniract settlementa that

. the board's budget up $2 million {or the 1970-71

school year. R.E, Goodin made his eriticism when
pprove the new contract for
secaridary school teachers In the county, He told the
board, “"Someone must say no” (o ted salary
settlements. e
. Halton farmers holding land designated aa
vparkway Belt'” In the provinclal government's
Toronto-centred region plan are demanding to he
relmbursed for the resulting drop In = tive
for their farms. Gury Stamm of the regionpl
development branch of the treasury department
rament policy has naot yat
been determined on the issue, “and when it is, it wiil
be strictly a political cholce.” N .
The 1974 Internationa) Plowing Match has
awarded to Halton County for first time.
committee under the chairmanship of Ross
Segsworth attended the annual meeting of the
Ontario Plowmen's Association eariler yest
and ted the match for 1914, = A

reques |
A possible zoning change from industrial to tg

. density residential is in the formative stage for
‘pix-acre

property north of Guelph Street at
unopenad 10th Line intersection. A developer
already announced that he will bulld a m

complex on the ¢ld Tracey farm, a _
highway. He proposes to build spartments on

other portion of the land If the necessary roning
change Is approved, 5 ‘N

i\
ONE YEAH AGO-Orson Welles of Citizen

" fame and Michael M%mmmmd in W

Allen's Manhattan have confirmed for roles
Never Trust an Honest Thief, the major Amerl
Canadian production film which will
in Georgetown August 13. Cy .
Halton's Interested Citizens’ ﬂmJEI{IﬂG}
Halton Hills council got thelr latest day in
Monday in thelr continuing battle over Onta
: 500kV power (ransmissi
corridor gh the municipality, but they
know the results of their efforts for some time. I
spokesrnan John Minns satd Surpeme Court
J. Holland, Steele and Montgomery heard
Monday but reserved their decision on both
presented to them, y
onal councll has agreed to lease :
" the Ml

“ag-

been very good. :
" For the second umﬂ in severt monthy,

. Pete Pomeroy and other members of fown

ng out the stops to

lprﬂlt project for mﬂm




