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ﬂoomu_zg with ’roos in Australia’s wild west

'See Sydney by Yamaha, Bindi by tractor

"

L]
L

BJETEPHEH FROST
- Herald Stall Writer
1 arrived in the “'big apple”
of Australia - Sydney - April 23
with the intention of visiting

. may lriend, Denys.

there {3 no public tracsporta-

When [ arrived, it was too
late tosearch for him especial-
ly since 1 was coming Inlo the
city bilnd and obvicusly didn't
know ray way around, Tomor-
- row would be scon enough o
find him, eo | declded Lo spend
the nigllt {n a youth hostel,

At the airport in Sydney

tion into town, so you have to
' depend on the privately-run
::iul c%pa.uia Itlmt eme:d the
cu?ch was run by two Greek
brothers who didn't know.

much English but said they
knew of a youth hostel where 1
:nﬁid slay, i rig;ht

wasa great place,

tha beart - 's Cross,
which {s to Sydney, for those

" who don't know, like Soho is to

London or Times Square is Lo

. New York. Great place, with

hdiuﬂthawmhmuuwerr

' Halben Hille

Amund* the World

in 380 Days

Seventh in a series

Needless to zay, I didn't get &
tot of sleep, but the excilement
of being In & new country
probably caused that more
than anything else.

The next day I found Denys
in cne of Sydney's many su-
'burbs aod he graciously put
me up for the week [ was there,
‘That day, 1 went out and
bought seven diifTerent types of
Australia’s famous beers. I
must report here that for the
most part | was disappolnted.
There were two very palatable
brands, but the rest were very
mediocre. As {or the myth that

Australlan beer iz very strong, |

don't beileve it; in an article I

read, which gave the alcohol.

content of 43 different beers,

not one was over 4.7 per cent.
YAMAHA TOUR

the week, Denys and

-1 1 Sydney on his 750

Yamaha, and I must say that I
wes always a . liitle leary of
climblng on the back of his
bike. He drove incredibly fast
and Iz some ways quite reck-
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plannisg director mvbﬂilﬁ.hm. ol

" lotul munitipal plinning lhc_n 1573, surveys some of the many

Town planner Mario Venditti

bmlt department from scratch

lr'ﬂh‘l TOLTON
Herald Hpeclal
As rocenily as 1973, the
farmer town of town
soan to become part of Halton
Hills, had no planning depart-
ment whatsoever; it was at
that time that Mario Venditti

The municipal planning de-
ls unique within the
structure in that it serves

purely in an advisory capacity

" “The main goal of the plan-

{is orderly and
Lnln:dwlrtmuz Iuryrhh
 community,’ Mr. Venditti ex-
' plained recently. .

. This s the basic premise
- fram which be and his ataff

werk: In order to achleve

f _w growth, the planner |s
allduﬂ!

ty and
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The most memorable

lessly. Oh well, 1 survived a
week of 1t and it samehow
D me for '
which has by far world's
worst drivers,

Denys’ roo , Aavier,
was not only-good company
but an excellent cook as well,
meal
was ane of fresh octopus cook-
ed In a pot of bolling water wilth
spices and vegetables and ser-
ved on a bed of rice with an
Australlan bottle of white wine

“that was very dry and smooth.

Now I pever thought [ would
find mysel! eating something
as phyuically Ve ax oclo-
pus, butit was oné of the most

enjoyable meals I had oa the

trip.. Pozsibly because Xavier

was such a oo-d COoOkK,

Overall, [ an
ﬂntvhit[!hndn*tm beanti-
ful Perth) and my general
impression was that it i5 a
slightly British version of Call-
fornia.

That's one of the most car-
lous things about the world we
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Hye in today: it doesn't matter
where you go, people are al-
ways tying to emulate the
United States In their way of

“life, aven though they may

dislike Americans ps a people.
John and 1 found this jn Tahiti,
and Australla especially, and
later in many other countries.
In many ways Australia is
New Zealand’'s counterpart of
our neighbor to the South,

At any rate, after an enjoy-
able week in Sydney, it was off
to Perth, where 1 was to find
out where and for whom I was
to be working.

Perth Is by far Australia’s
most beautiful city, as well as
its most hospitable city. Whea
I landed there A
the beginning of their winter,
the Saturday and the Sunday

were both 80 degree days on
the old Falrenhelt scale. 1

spent the weekend on the

beach body surfing in the clear
walers of the Indian Ocean.
BEST EATS

John had flown into Perth
from Christchurch the day
before, 80. he had already
figured the city out and where
the best places wera lv eat.
They certainly weren't at the
hotel where the company
which hired us put us up.

I soon learned 1 was off (o
Ingolocna farm near the amall
village {on= store and a Hny
town hall), called Bindi-Bindl.

A bus ride of about 100 miles
got me there and 1 Jodged with

i I-i. e ;""'-.'-i:r-f-'i f
i iy =
i B i

]
l

ll""f
i'.-'

‘,l,'l a

ﬂhd.h'hiou plans on flle st his Guelphview Square offices.

WHO RUNS
HALTON HILLS?

A look at our civic officials _I

Second in a series

Mr, Venditti, wko then pro-

vidés all the pecessary infor-
ml.ﬂm

The phnner ndvltu town
council on all matters concern-
ing land use and is often
involved in ﬁt-pnlng reports
for bodles like the Niagara
Escarpment Commission and,
Eiiu pravinelal ministry of hou-

ng :

He ts the town's

- Interests before the Ontario

Municipal Board and provides
liaison among the town, Halton
region and the provincial go-

Lest anyone think that the
planner i always involved in
governmental red tape, he also

-conducts meetiogs where In-

formation is
general

on to the

. public. When the re-
cent Huh::r Parks Plan was

completad; Mr, Vendiiti's de-
partment held public meetings

. at Gordon Alcoil Arena to

advise the citizens as to it
conients. :
SMALL TOWN

Mr, Vendilti concedes that
Halten Hilla is “basically o
resldential community and is
still a relatively small town
with a slow to moderate
growth rate'’,
' He says that since the towm
would like to see more {ndus-
try, it (industry) Iz given

erlty over residential deve-
opment when paolicies are for-
mulated.

' When ssked to comment on
the apparent lack of & sense of
community in Georgetown,
Mr. Venditti disagreed.
“There are some neighbor-
hood arens in Geargetown, bul

{Photo by Tim Tolton}

people tend to associate with
the town as a whole because it
ls spread out and you have to
go arnundt ¢ fe get what you
wan

Mr. Venditti sees the Fair-
grounds Park district, the Del-
rex subdlvisien, and the Moore
Park areas as three distinet
neighbochoods in Georgetown,

When aszked why George-
town has no "mlﬂ"
like Riverside Park in Guelph,
he pointed out that there s ‘'a
shoctiel] in parks, and that's
why the Master Parks Plan
Study was done lo identify
thege defliclencies.” The cur-
rent p !5 Lo develop the
ravines surrounding George-
town as open park ayatems,

sr. Venditt says his job is
rewarding because he feels he
leaves behind something of s
permanent nature.

“We [[,\Eln the community
and see {t through,” he notes,
Mr. Venditti graduated from
York University with an Hon-
ors BA in 1971 and his Mastsr's
Degree |n 1975. He worked part
Ume [or two Toronto-based
development companies for
two yeara before taking the job
as planner.in 1973. He s

married and lives in George-
town.

Hl- It Wu "

Social planning
--page (2

the farm mansager, Ertan But-
Ier, Brilan ran this “small
farm'’, which was 6,000 acres.
It was about ten miles away
fram the main farm, called St.
Leonnrd's, which was owned
by Irwin Borret-Lecnard, a
clazs worksholic. The -main
farm was a “mera’" 20,000
acres,

I didn’t Uve with the Butlers
[ their houso, but rather in
one of the farm’'s ald sheds. It
had a tin rood with a drop
cefling and a wooden floor that
hadn't seen a broom In years.
It also had a small, cpen stlove
{0 heat the room on cold nights,

The balhroom was nothing

short of primitive. To get hot
water in the showe, I had to
burn newspapers in a heating
apparatus thr which the
watler passed and hopefully got
hot. To get a shower, 1 usually
had to sloke {t twice.

I shared this humble abode
with & large number of mice,
the odd kangaroo (there were
& score of them in the woods
nearby)} and a rooster that
Insisted on at four

every morning. 1 hated that

WEEK'S WORK -

For a short week's work
(days of 10 hors, five on
Saturday) 1 received 3120,
while for a week of 72 hours I
was pald $200.

Oftenat the start of a job like
this, T got becnuse [
had been travelling freely and
all of a sudden I was tied down
for at least two months. You
reallze suddenly that you have
elght to nine weeks of work
before you can take off agaln
and be your free and lrrespon-
sible self, s to speak. Once 1
seflad in, however, it wasn't
bad at all; in fli‘:‘t., I rather

enjoyed it.

Farming wheat in western
Australia is a tricky business
at best. The arca gots roughly
11 to 14 laches of rain a year
and this generally comes in the

- bird.

. montha April tirough June; or
-;tlmtr.bnh;mmhmett'
- does

[ R TP

When the rains come, you
have tnwork tikuhelitagntﬂu
wheat and barley in the’
ground. The farmer 1 worked
with sowed more than 11,000
acres of grain in a litle over

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald Epecial

While it took  Japanecse
palience and ingenuily to
develop a "made-In Japan™
worm, a surprising number of
Ontarlo resldents are cashing
1n en one of the newest forms of
agriculture, raislng bait
worms.

Ted Hilton, of RR2, Aclon, §s
a company representative as
well a3 8 wormn farrner under
contrect 1o National Green
Projects of Misasisauga, the
Norlh American represent-
alive for National
Nightcrawlers. .

Mr. Hillon says the garage-
full of wiggly fellows he
* nourishes are descended from
a hybrid weorm specially
developed for the bait
industry. Three specles of
African worms were crossed to
produce one which Is Hvelier
than thé common dew worm,
lives 25 hours under water

(an ordinary worm diesalmost

immediately in water), and

can be stored at room

temperature for up to a month,

. while other worms reguire

relrigeration.

While fishworm farming
may seem o rather odd part-
time jobto the uninit.tnted. Mr.,
Hilton points out that it can
poy quite well for a relatively
small initlal investment and
net too great a time
commilment,

National! Green Projecis
supplies a new {armer with
eight palls, each containing 60
worms, as well as making the
technology of the operation

“avallable ip him for an $850

investment.
New farmers have o three-

.month period In which to
. discover the quirks of their

proditce and decide U they
want to go into production. If

‘the company and the farmer

are both satiaflied, the
company will offer a contract
for one million worTns a year to
the farmer, The company has
a market for two billion worms
annually in the United States,
Since fishing semson s
year-round there, the market
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This ls a typical view from the
Leonard’s ferm in wesiern Ausiralia. The azthor ul‘t_en took his

five weeks,
We did this by working the
machinery, John Deeres and a

big Acre Master (320-horse-

power diesel) around the
clock. My shift was from seven
at night to seven Iin the mern-
ing. The best night I had with
the 160-horse power John
Deere was 135 acres of wheat
sown. That was low compared
to what some of the more
experienced hands were doing.
The largest fleld I planted was
500 acres,

Mr. Leonard fertilized the
fields twice, ence with trucks
before the planting and the
setond tme fertilizer was
sown with the seed.

A typleal yield for him was
between 20 and 25 bushels per
acres, which by Canadian
:tandm'dsiwm-ylmv. But then
you've gol tosee the conditions
inwhich these farmers have to
farmi: " T

Afler five weeks on the
nightshift, I was glad to see tha
end of seeding. I stayed on one
more week drenching and vac-
cinating sheep (my favorite
animal) and caught a truck

ls steady . and the [pcome
guaranieed, Mr. Hillon says.

The company will accept up
to 1,000 farmers before it
closes the books and becomes
o closed situation, simlar to
maoarketing boards in olher
forma of agriculture. Now
there are about 730 farmera
and a swprising number of
them are near Toronlo.

As & company nt-
ative, Mr. Hllton helps new
farmers get started and slso

offers a drop-ofl point for

farmers ready to ship worms
fo the parent company in
Misaisaauga.

Warms are clean, harmleas,
silent and don't crawl out of
their pails, Mr. Hilton jckes.
This makes themn perfect.for
people living in town as well as
farmers who want to supple-
ment their cash crops. Worm
castings (manure) s among
the most potent types of
fertilizer avallable and is also
odorless, This makes it easy ta
siore and greenhouses and
nurseries are quite happy to
buy It.

The worms are fed a mixture
of peal loam, dried cow
manure, shredded newspaper,
and a special grain and
vitamin mixture.

Each worm lays aboul two
eges In two weeks. Each egg
contains two or three young. A
month afler they haich, the
worms are big enough to be
sifted from the soil and
castings onte mechanized
screens. Once they are 120
days old, they are mature
enough tosell as balt worma. It
takes eight to nine months to

bulld up suiliclent hrﬂedirﬁ

stock from the {nitia]l eigh

palls of worms {o become

ael [-aulficient
marketing
Hilton says.

At an average price of five

and begin
the worms, Mr,

. and a half cents each, a farmer
can look toan lncome of $18,000

to $40,000 gnnually, depending
on how much effort and how

big an operation he wants Lo
Eet into,
A worm farm only requires
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top of a windmlil on 8t. camera along to catch views like this,

{Herald phote by Steve Froai}

ritde down lo Perth.

.Perth in more detail and de- JohnandItock around Austra-
Next week, I'll talk about ]

scribe some of the bus trips lla.

T_ht Sydney Opera House Is often llkened to a blg clam or Dj’litl‘ and this view of [t shows
why, Ii's Sydney’s single most Important building an far as sightseeing tourists are concerned.
(Merald photo by Steve Froat}

TRR2 Acton farmer cashes in
.on ‘made-in-Japan’ worms

400 to 500 square [eet of spare,
which can be mainiained at a
constant 72 to 78 degrees

Fahrenhett. the Japanese worm is only just
Since the Canadian balt beginning to ba appreclated

mdmtrynnjyhaamamnnds hem l'-ir Hutun lnyn
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HA2 Acton worm'farmer Ted Hilton s seen emptying il of worma onto a Imlna-mldu
screening machine belt which deposits the worms on a top screen, eggs oo the sccond level and
castings In a box below. In the lower corner, Dorothy Hilion can be seen collecting the worms and
tEgs in weparate buckets. The Inset shows Mr. Hilton with a sample of his made In Japan"
worms, .

{Guelph Mercury photo)
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