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Letter to the Editor

| Headmasters’ motion

not ‘vengeful’- Furlong

To the editor of The Herald:

I feel obliged to respond to
your editorial - *‘Today's
educators are Hl-equipped to
slop drug abuse™ {June 11).

In my opinlon, your plece s
misleading, unfalr, and factu-
ally incorrect. Such |-
consldered writing does little
lo enhance your newspaper's
image, and offers Iittle Lo help
the schoo] or the community to
deal effectively with the blight
of drug nbuse,

You make confident refer-
ence o the “reaponse of the
Untaric Headmasiers Associn-
Han™, bul it oppears evident
thal you have not read the
position of the Ontario Second-
ary School Headmasters
Council. That poaition is clear-
ly staled Lo the document *“The
Issue of Marijuana - a head-
master's perspective”, which
wis released for publication in
February.

‘Instead of expressing
informed opinlen on the
problem of drug abuse, your
edilorial is just another altack

. on the educallonal system and
the teachers in ft.

Since your article fails to do
50, | feel T must point out a few
things for you and to your
readers.

First, [ must state that it is
not just educators who must
face the problem of drug
abuse. You appear o suggest
that only students are involved
in drug abuse, and thal it
occurs only in a school selling.
Perhaps the fact thal the
school organization provides a
very convenien! celleclion of
people for those wishing to
study drug use and asbuse,
would lead one to assume that
schools are Lhe enly selfings
for the drug scene.

Sociely as a whole, and each
individual in society musl
share the responsibility for
coping with the drug problem.
[t cannot be left just to the
schools and the police. Parents
must be parlicularly involved.

T have carefully reread Lhe
headmasters’ position. 1 can
find no part of it which reflects
8 "vengeful instinet™’; | see no
“appeal for stronger penalties
against abusers™; [ can identi-
fy nothing which one could
corsider an attempl to “batile
the blaze with showers of
gasoline™,

Further, 1 wonder if you
could show me how we have
voiced *“an open threal lo
Eung people™, in what ways

ve we caused them to

Editor’s reply

EDITOR'S NOTE: We stand
cdrrected regarding the Hend-

mmasters Assoclation's stand on -

cannabis control and penaliies
to;users, and apologlee to the
Assoclation. However, we take
exception to the reader's other
remarks concernlng Lhe intent
of our editorial.

Rather than belng '*just an-
other atlack™ on the educa-
tlgnal system, ithe editorlal in
question was intended to put
the Iasue into proper peripec-
tive - Lo point out thal the soclal
irabalance ground us, enhane-
ed by years of reactlonary
authoritarlanism and the ds-
meged credibllity of teachers
and MDs who eried “brain
damage' a decade ago, Is the
only pertinent problem, not
drug abuse. :

As staled loal week, drug
abuge is » *'by-product” of the
maln problem, which nelther
the schoals nor many parents
at: home are at this point
equipped to handle;

Certalnly Lthe drug abuse
lssue is not confined to the
schools, and the teachers
themselves hold only 2 frac-
tlan of the responsibility for Its
[ncrenasea over recent years,
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\WWe belidve thal sinece the
parenis of today's abusers
were themselves never taught
how to cope with the rapidly
fluctusiing moods of our
times, their children will grow

old, wil the while ignorant of

what proper sleps to take In
thelr own parenthood.

Inherent In our editorial is
the message that today's. par-
enils must somehow teach their
‘children how ito avold the
soclally and spiritually poison-
Ing Ilnes of thought to which
drugs become a reassuring, if
shori-term nnlldote. In the
face of global holocaust - and
noone can deny such a posaibi-

lity - the tozk seems stagger-
ing.

The bottom iine? Let's stop
chasing the pushzrs and con-
cenirate on teaching our kids
lo cope without dope.
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“compromise their idecalism'",
or of what lreedom we propose
to “deprive’” them? 1 would
also lnvite you (o define how
you rclate idealism to drug
abuse,

The principals of Ontario are
cencerned  about  their
students. Most of us have had a
glimpse of the unhappy
consequences and ugliness
associated with drug abuse by
young people, Most of us are
aware lhat conclusive scienti-
fic evidence is being produced
almost daily - evidence which
shows (hal the cifecls of
marijuana and other cannabis
products are more harmful in
both the long and short term
than most of us had suspected.

[ am proud that the head-
masters” publication provides
a clear picture of the drug
situation in the schools; [ am
proud thal we have made
strong recommendation (o
government to be cautious of
the possible harmful conse-
quences before changing legi-
slation pertaining to drugs.

We have not, as you imply,
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oppesed removing cannabis
from the Narcotic Control Act.
[nfacl, we have recommended
placement under the Food and
Dirug Acl. ;

We do oppose any aclion
which would suggest  that
sociely should condune the use
of cannabia, This appears to
differ with your view, which
seems o say we should aceepl
the present  siluation and
through love atd understand-
ing. accommodale ourselves 1o
the inevitable.

[ feel we, in this school, have
aliempled todeal with users in
a reasonable, understanding
manner, However, | will deal
wilth “pushers'’ - should 1 have
the occasion - as harshly as the
law allows: and 1 feel no need
to apologize for that attitude.

If 1 have misunderstood any
part of your edilorial, I am
sorry. But 1 was most
disappointed on reading il.

Yours truly,

M.J. Furlong,
Principal,
Geargetown District
High School,
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The Canadian Cancer Soclety will benefit from pro-
ceeds in a raffle held at the Games Saturday by the Sons of
Seotland. Jim Mac Lean of Toronto held the winning ticket,

$25

earning his kin a dressed Scottish dall 1o which was attached

Y2 PRICE
ALL sreeco

BIKINI
SWIM SUITS

BE DOWNTOWN
FOR OUR
Y2 HOUR
SPECIALS!

Announced on Main St.

2 DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

FEa ol PR S W Sy T, T, i ey, e Ty Tt e ..‘r.-...'l.-...-l;--»*-.:"“.- L .‘_":'*"

*300.

IN PRIZES

OLDTYME
COSTUME
CONTEST

Plon Now To Enter

Krisln seems unsure of what to do next with this hula hoop.

She was one of the children who enjoyed Lhemselves at the Maple -

sursery Schoel picnic Thursday. Parents and children gathered
for a picnle lunch and summmer activitles at Cedarvale Park in the

sunshine, tHerald photo by Lorl Taylor}

Golf cart, gas

stolen last weel

An electric goll cart valued
at $2.000 was stolen {rom the
Geargetown Golf and Country
Club earlier this week.

Halton Regional Pelice later
recovered the cart a short
distance from the ¢lub, which
s located on the Tenth Line,

A residenl from outside
Acton reperied Lhe theft of 40
gailons of gasoline frem n

pump on his property.

break-in at Smallwood Acres,
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A small amount of candy
was all that. was taken in a
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to throw switch

the other the following
Monday, '
“.‘nt slm U'IE

Ontario Hydro's ready to
throw the switch on the
Hruce lo Milton transmission

stantinl amounts of cheap
power were somelimes
"locked in™ al Bruce accord-

kilovolts,

corridor, maximum in the system, this ing to Hydro, Completion of
The first 500,000-volt lipe  New live willenable Hydroto  the line to Milton will report-
buill between the RBruce (ransmit low-cost bulk power edly reduce this ibidity.

from the Bruce plant more
reliably and more economic-
ally,"” according lo Jim
iHedmond, manager of trans-
mission ulilization.

Part of the line, between
Bruce and Belwood Junction
southwest of Orangeville,
was activaled two years ngo
with a connection 1o the
230-kV system there, but the
lower voltage meant sub-

The complele line I3 175
kilomelres Jong and consists
of 737 towers 50 metres high
on a 76-metre-wide vight-of-
way. Its estimated final cost
s $88 million.

Clean-up and restoralion of
the right-of-way, including
fence repair and removal of
access roads and culverts,
will continue through the
SUMMmer,
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nuclear "complex on Lake
Huron and the Milton switch-
tng slation on Highway 401
will go inlo service this
Saturday following several
weeks of kine stringing,

lHydro announced this
wiek that one circuit of the
line, which crosses Halton
Hills" Fifth Concession, will
be activated that day, and
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DIBAC SWIMMING POOL CHLORINE
Reg. $9.9% $895 SPECIAL

POTATO, TOMATO, VEGETABLE DUST

2 Kilo $529 a Kilo $825
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Durable 4&5 Tube
AIR MATTRESSES

with foot pump.
Reg. $17-$20.

Special
$8.50.$10-°°

FRI & SAT

RALEIGH 3 & 5 Speed.

Men’s Touring Bikes.
Reg. $150.00 - $190.00

Special
59999!
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PUBLIC NOTICE

fynn Brown's Furniture « Appliance |
Warehouse lease expires July 1st,

1980. We have been ordered to
vacate. This means we must offer

| fantastic prices to clear our ware-
house quickly as it costs much
more to move. Don’t miss fantastic
savings on living room, bedroom
and dining room suites, mattress
sets, lamps, washers, dryers,
refrigerators, ranges, etc.

- BUY NOW AT THESE

CLEARANCE PRICES AND

SAVE!

PLEASE NOTE: This is a warehouse clearance.

Lynn Brown's Furniture will continue to operate <
at 334 Guelph 5t.. Georgetown. 2

*BROUON’S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
877-2727

Terms Availoble
free Delivery




