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Bovis homeowners confront council
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THE DIG PAPER
WIiTH THE BI1G
CIRCULATION.

COVERING
‘CEORGETOWN
ACTON &

SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES.

High taxes creating ‘chost town’ -resident

Allegedly excessive taxes
pald by homeowners In newer
gections of Acton was the main
point of interest among
residents at a public meeting
foliowing the special town
council meeting at Acton High
School Monday evening.

Larry Greaves, chalrman of
the Acton Business Improve-
ment Area Board, explalned
that the meeting had been
arronged to give residents g
chance to find out how the
town's taxes are used and to
direct specific questions at
staff members on hend for the
meeling, :

- BIlI Johnson, a resident of
Rosemary Head in Aclon's
Bovis subdivislon, said that in
the slx years since he moved to
his home, his taxes have
increased 3o much that the
increase alone |s more than
same residents in other parts
gii'ﬂmwn pay as their total lax

He and most of the other 60

people in attendance pay
inordinately high taxes, Mr.
Johnson sald. Most of them are
Bovis residents who share his
view that they're ‘‘getting the
ahaft” {rom the town on taxes,
The residents sought an
explanalion of why council is
“stalling” a move to Imple
ment Sectlon 85 of the Assess.
ment Act invelving equalized
azsessments,
- "We dldn't come to see a
report on how our laxes are
spent and gathered,"” Mr,
Johraon said, ““We're iooking
for answers on when some-
thing will be done about our
taxes.”

Rick Smith, another Rose-
mary Road resident, concurr-
ed with Mr, Johnson that taxes
in the Bovis subdiviston are oul
of line. He warned council that
if taxes keep climbing withoul
relief, no new industry will
locate here to help olfset
residentlal taxes, gas prices
wiil keep rising so that trans-
portation becomes increasing-

ly expensive, and Acton wiil
become o 'ghost town'".

Hesidents complained that
council is moving too slowly in
seeking further informalion
via a committee on Section 86
and asked whether George-
town councillors would squash
any requests for implementa.
tion, since it appears (o be in
Georgetown's best interest to
maintain the slatus quoe, while
Acton suffers under unequal
taxation.

Coun. Ross Knechtel pointed
out that there are "too many
unknowns'' involved wilh the
new syslem for council Lo
adopl il blindly. He particular-
ly wants to know what effect

¢ redistribution of taxes

Grant criteria change

would have on attracting new
induslry and commerce to the
town,

Indastry is what the town
needs to relieve residential
Lax-payers of some of Lheir
burden, Coun, Knechtel said,
but until council knows more
about Section 86, it won't seek
it out.

Residenls were equally
unhappy to find that figures

couldn't be broken down to.

show what portion of costs for
n service apply to Acton as
opposed to what portion
belongs to Georgelown. :

James Morris of Cobblehil
Road said he felt Acton s
getting the short end of the
stick In such things ns recrea-

-

tion. While Acton has one
arena and Georgelown has
only two, the new, modern
arena is in Georgetown and
Aclon residents put up with a
less efficient building, which
Mr. Morris believes cannot do
the job wells

Fown treasurer Ray King
told Mr. Morris that while such
things as the cost of maintain-
ing Georgetown's arenas
might be separated from the
budgel and compared with
similar figures for Acton,
there is no way to break down
how much of the recreation
director's salary should be
applied to his efforts on
Acton’s behalf, as compared

with his work for Georgetown.

Government aid

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald Specinl

Halton Hills will be able to
take advanloge of government
aid to spruce up its shopping
areas, thanks to o change in
criterin governing the Main
Street revitalization program.

The announcement, at the
Ontario Renews Conventlon in
Toronlo last week by Ontario
housing minister Claude
Bennett, that the population
ceiling had been ralsed to
35,000 frem 30,000 in the Main
Streel program means that
Halton Hills will now fit the
provineial criteria and gualify
for a low-cosl provincial lean

says Larry Greaves, chairman
of the Aclon Business
Improvement Ares (BlA)
commillee,

Mr. Greaves says he sees no
stipulation in the legislation
that precludes the Acton and
Georgelown BIAS from ghar-
ing a loan to beautify both
downtown dores. As he under-
stands §t, the government
places a $100,000 maximum on
what any town can borrow
under the program, but it

places no restrictions on how

many downtowns this loan can
cover, Since Halton Hills s one
town but hns {wo wurban
centres, he sees no resson why

to beautify, her . downtowns, the loan can't be split.

~ Acton homecoming

for student voyageurs

A rousing welcome is eox-
pecled togreet 16 Acton High
School students tonight
( Wednesday) when Lhey pre-
sent an audle journal of their
just-completed, two-week ca-
noe trip into history for rela-
tives, friends and classmaltes
at the achool.

The students, members of
Paul Tamblyn's total immer-
sion history class, arrived
home on the weeliend after a
350-kilometre paddie along
the Ottawa and Matlawa
rivers, tracing the fur-trad-
ing routs of the voyageurs of
Canada's pioneer history.

Following in the loolateps
of ground-breaking explorers
ilke Samuel de Champlaln
and Picrre Radisson, the
students used canoes bullt as
replicas of the voyageurs'
26-foot *'canoes de nord'” and
dressed In period costumes
to ?Humu the character of
rea ons from Upper Ca-
mdai'):ﬁislmm ,

Instant macaronl dinner
may not have been among
Lhe rations of voyageurs who
used to canoe from North
Bay to Ottawa more than 300
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years ago, but the costumed
students were glad to have a
modern supplement to a diet
of pea soup and beans.

The Grade 12 group left
North Bay June 3,
. "This cxperience will
leave a lasting impression,”
Dr. Tamblyn said. “1t's the
mosl important thing I've
?nnf' in nine yeara ~f teach-

r. Tamblyn wis .rvised
a3 Champlain and the stu-
dents, wearing costumes
they made themselves, de-
picted historical cheracters
who have made the same
trip, including Father Jean
de Brebeuf, Adam Dallord
des Ormeaux, John By, E-
tienne Brule and Elizabeth
Simcoe.
PORTRAYS HURON

“We somelimes Lhink like
the historical characters we
represent,” sald Sandra
Krisch, portraying a Huron
Indian girl. Two adults, Lina
Larson and Blll Taylor, help-
ed Dr. Tamblyn supervise
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The idea wazx conceived
after another group from the
school retraced the journey
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PORTS’ FINES

Builder dinner beld Monday night, howored Herd Roblnson (left) for

by John Graves Simcoe, the
first leutenant-governor of
Upper Canada, from Lake
Simcoe to Penetanguishene,

The studenis raised the
funds they needed and Ac-
ton's Beardmore tannery do-
nated leather for many of the
costumes. They researched
the historical characters
they represent and hope to
carn schelastie credits for
the effort.

The eoriginal plan was to
provide voyageur rations
and edible plants but the cost
was too high, Many of the
students, however, lried eat-
ing the {ender roots of bull-
rushes.

The group travels {n two
wooden canoes made by
Greg Cowan of Brussels, Ont.
and extra gear is carried {n
two aluminum craft,

While some sleep under Lhe
cinoes in the manner of the
voyageurs and others use
tents, all are required to copy
their forerunners in one re-
spect. They go to bed at
sunsel and rise with the sun,

Tonight's presentation ot
Aclon high begins at 7:30.
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bls coatribution to Georgetown alhletics and Mark Bray (right), an loterpational class swimmer
a1 the Athlete of the Year. The lavely lady Lo the centre ks pentathlete Debble Van Kickebelt, gueat

{Herald photo by Mark Clalrmont)

speaker at the event.

available to BlAs

Regional government must
have created several towns
with similar problems of more
than one urban centre and loo
large a population to meet
former Main Street program
crileria, he suspects. For that
reason, it was probably easier
to amend the criteria than to
make exceptions for all towns

caught in the same position as

Halton Hills.

Before the BIAS can npply
for the program the town muat
have 8 minimum maintenance
and occupancy bylaw, Mr.
Greaves says. He agrees with
the theory behind that, since it
is ““only common sense”, If the

government. | lending =&

community money to do a face
lift, that there bo reassurance
from the community that
things won't be left olone once
the job is complete.
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the 5th annual Speyside Highland Games, The gamen' honerary chieftain, CFRB's Henry
escoried on to the fleld by an honor guard of members of the 78th Fraser
Donald Campbell, below, They wore unlforms of authentle design
re-creale today. Theda

time at the Speyside ga

Ehoonon was
Highlanders, led by Major
from 1757, which cost $2,000 to

y's events included the setting of a Canadian record in a beavy event for the firat
mes, ax well as plpe, dance and drum competitions. The young lady at the left was

just one of hundreds of enthusiastlc competitors In the games. Proceeds from Lhe games will go towards
the pledge of §2,000 by the games committee to the proposed library-cultural ccglrc. Sl

Survey finds tax rate
lowest in Nassagaweya

By MAGGIE HANNAH and |
BOB RUTTER

Residents living in the form-
er township of Nassagaweya
last year pald the lowest taxes
ameong three comparable mu-
nicipalities surveyed in Halton
Reglon and Wellington County
recently.

The survey of clerks respon-
sible. for administrating the
three municipalities, Puslinch
and Eramosa Townships In
Wellington County and Milton
In Halton Reglon, shows a

residential ratepayer (n Nas-
. Sagaweya paid $555.84 for an

assessment of $4,000 compared
lo $879.80 in Eramosa and
$378.08 in Pusiinch Township.

Nassagaweya residents
seeking to opt out of Halton
have suggested Lhe former
township area join Wellinglon
County.

Working oul comparisons
between casts in Nassagaweya
under regional government
and a similar township under
counly government for 1980
are going to be extremely
difficult il not imposaible, says
Milton treasurer Don Loug-
heed.

Milton has approved a pro-
vincial government regulation

" that allows use of a f{aclored

marke! value agsessmenl to
determine the taxallon, he
said,

He said his deparlment has-
n't time to look for them while
they are working on figures o
substantiate the town of Mil-
ton's stand that It is being
over-laxed as part of Malton
Tegion,

Section 86 of Lhe Asacssment
Act allows & municipalily to
average Laxes on the
fotal market valve assess.
ment. This means no more in
fotal laxation for the munici-
palily but adjusts individual
lax bills to up or down based on
the difference between the new
and old assessments,

Puslinch Township has ask-
ed [or 2 study of the impact of
markel value assessment on
its taxpayers, a spokesman
for the Wellington-Dufferin re-
gional assessment office said
Thursday.

Accardingly The Mercury
reviewed Millon Township
{Nassagaweya) in Hallon re-

gion and Eramesa and Pus-
linch Townships in Wellington
County for the 1979 taxation
yeur, the last year In which
comparable figures are avail.
able, :
Puslinch is located to the
west of Nossagaweya and Era-
mosa (o the narth.
Nassagaweva's population is
estimoted at 3,500 to 4,000
while Puslinch has 4,480 resi-
denis and Eramosa 4,368
The 1979 general purpose
levy, which includes services
for roads, fire protection and
recreation, was: - Puslinch,
$689,935 based on g mill rate of
46.09; Eramoss, $313,241 on a
mill rale of 69.80; - Milton,
$528 105 on A mill rate of 38.10.
Wellinglon county levided an
additional 32,20 mills or
$233,483 on Puslinch residents,
and 29.7 mills on residents of
Eramosa while Halton region
tevied 20.32 mllls or $223,093 on
Nassagaweyn residents,
Services such as wellare,
county or regional roads and
regional or county planning
are paid through the county
and regional Jevy,

Esquesing
would support

region critics,

Patterson says
page A2

Halton also pays for the cost
of operating a regional police
force, 2 service provided at no
cost to Welllngton County by
the Ontario Provincial Palice,

The counly and regional
school hoards, crilicized in
both Hallon sand Wellington
County for high levels of spen-
ding, shows very little differ-
ence between taxes paid on
similar sssessments In Halton
and Wellington.

Elementary school levies
were $454,823, or 7T3.45 mills in
Puslinch, $311,000 or 63.15

mills in Eramosa and $514,98
or 49.32 milis in Nassagaweya.
For secondary school levies
Puslinch was charged $464, 227
or 65.97 mills, Eramosa
$303,100 or 57.5 mills compared

to $445,699 or 41.22 mills in

Halton.

Puslinch does have its own
dump and garbage |s picked up
in some buill-up areas.

All township areas are serv-
ed by wvolunteer [lre depart-
ments. )

Homeowners

‘nuts’ to dump
range--Shaw

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Staff Writer

Nor-Shaw Developmenls
Lid. of Etcbicoke has scut-
tled plans to build a golf
driving range at Lhe corner of
Steeles and Trafalgar Road,
town counct learned Monday
night.

Ina June 12 letler to town
clerk-administrator Ken Ri-
chardson, developer Joe
Shaw gave no detalls as lo
why his company has with-
drawn lis application to de-
velop recreational [acilities
on the land near Hornby.

Mr. Shaw told The Herald
Tuesday that there are many
people opposed Lo the driving
range and the developers
“didn't want to be a hassle",
Mr. Shaw edded that It {3 not
only home ownersin the ares
who are against the facillly,
but that “a lew people went
out of their way” to stop the
project.

“They're muta up Lhere,”
Shaw said. “"The driving
range would have attractcd
fndusiry to the (Highwny
401-Steeles Avenue indusirial
cormidor).”

Mr. Shaw said that the
proposal incisvded nn addi-
tional eigh! and a hall acres
“to make sure we wouldn't
be losing any golf balls.” He
alse refuled homeowner
complaints that the lights
from the driving range would

be annoylngly bright.

“The lights would be shut
off at 10:30 p.m. and you
wouldn't see them from the
houses " he gaild.

Mr. Shaw said the driving
range “‘would nol have been
a8 money-making wventure”
and expressed doubt that
Nor-Shaw developers would
see one per cent return on the
project, i

"1t wos strictly to attract
industry,” Mr. Shaw said,
but the issue “‘got out of
control.""

If the driving range nroject
had gone Lthrough, Mr. Shaw
explained, he would have
considered deveioplng the re-
maining 23 acres of the 41-
acre site for year-round re-
creational use,

“The land is not going to be
farmed, I'll tell you that,” he
sajd, °

Dan Matthews, a spokes-
man for area residents who
were concerned about the
proposed driving range, said
Monday nighl that “the pro-
posals scared the hell out of
us.'" Mr. Matthews said he
was glad to see the applica-
tion withdrawn.

Despile the sethack, Mr.
Shaw said that Nor-Shaw
Developments Ltd, siill has
gpplications ler aplazaand a
nursery in the Steeles Ave-
nue area.

-Ilh ‘h'

R T e e e e b

CULTURAL CENTRE BIDS
$80.000 OVER BUDGET

Tenders opened last week for the town's proposed
library-coltural centre in Georgetown, are all over budget
by almost $80,000, Mayor Peler Pomeroy told The Herald
Tuesday.

“We may have pul more Into the tender than we had
originally Iotended,” Mayor Pomeroy safd.

Town coancll is prepared 1o accept revisions on the
original plan of the centre (o bring ibe project within the
budgel, he sdded.

*“The architect will bring the plan back to the bldders
to tee what revizions they woald make,” the mayor sald,
declinlng to rule out the possibillly of taking the proposal

ell for retendering If 2 solution Is oot found.
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