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THIRD

Hunting for deer high above Methven

‘Around the World ‘4

in 380 Days

Fifth in a series

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stalf Writer

After leaving New Zealand's
Mount Cook, | hilchbiked to
Timaru on the east coast of the
South Island, passing through
beautiful foothills and eolling
countryside, some of the best
on the island.
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This vista is typleal of the scenery in and around th

‘f'wao months previous, I had
heen hitching a ride to my job
in Hakataramea and met a
fellaw [rom Timary who invil-
ed me todrop in if | happened
tn.-be passing lthrough again.
Wayne Thomas was kis noame,
and he is o good example of
how [riendly people in New
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Zealand can be.

Timaru itselfl is a smallish
coasial town with a lot of
character, and a lot of charac-
ters in it. One evening, Wayne
and [ and Craig, a friend of his,
wenl on a tour of Timaru's
pubs and surprisingly, they
were much like those in
Georgetown. [ got up feeling
rather poorly and blamed it on
the poor quality of New Zea-
[and beer.

Alter spending a few days in
Timaru I left for my (avorile
city. Christchurch, 1o recuper-
ate and get a new job from Vic.

The job was on a farm in
Methyven, about an hour and o
half from Christchurch, and it
was the only farm John and |
warked together. The boss
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e Ennlerht-:ry Plains of the South Island.

The further west you go the larger the mountains get and the wilder the nrea becomes. Much of the
deer poputution has been hunted out of here afler years of unabated growth due to the fact they are

an introduced animal with no natural predators,

APhoto by John Pladdy)

Morris Molloy, was a wheat
farmer and one of the most
pleasant farmers I worked for
while travelling. John and 1
heiped him harvest his barley,
wheat and peas.

FARM MEALS

[ hadn't seen John for quile &
while and when he showed up
on the farm the first night, oll
he could do was laugh at me. [
had ballponed from my fight-
ing weight of 130 pounds to
abowt 146 Unfortunately, il
was almost il oan my stomach
and was the direct result of
eating farm meals. whicl tend
to be very rich and plentiful.

11 was in Methven that [ met
some deer hunters who asked
me if | wanted to go hunting
with them, and as I had never
been in my life, Faccepted.

For the deseription of the
day's hunt I'll quote directly
{rom my journal:

“Gat up this morning at 4:30
and drove the '3 Bedford
truck into town to meet Don-
ald. From there, we proceeded
1o his friend's place up in the
mountnins and then drove and
walked for an hour back into
the hills to o amall valley,
where we walted [or the sun to
come up.

“We spent the rest of the day
going up and down bloody
mountains, through bush that
has undergrowth o thick, and
has s0 much brambles, ferns,
gorse and fallen weed, that
walking in it is difficult, if not
damn near impossible,

“'Did I get anything, you ask,
other than o lot of slrenuous
exercise? Only if you count the
deer dung we kept finding,
which probably reflected their
thoughts on our hunting abili-
bies,

“They were ahead or close to
us all day, but kept just out of
sight. Seven hours of tramping

' Engineer Bob Austin
' paving road to future

Hy TIM TOLTON
Herald Special

Municipal government and
civil servants in general tend
1o be viewed by the public as
inefficient and overly expens.
fve, and the view gained some
credibility with the Canndian
puditor-general's recent
declaration  that the eivil
serviee does produce  signoi-
(icantly less on the average
than the private sector,

One man's view from the
inside, howewver, seems 10
reaffirm the volue of civil
servanls and indicates that the
sltuation is changing for the
betler

Hob Austin has served as
head of the town's engineering
department  since 1975 and
while he ndmits there are
many frustrations involved in
working for Jocal government,
he is guick to point oul that
things are unproving,

Ta gain an understanding of
the town cngineer’'s widely-
varying responsibilities, one
must corsider the mainlen-
ance of town roads, parks and
cemeteries and the collection
of solid waste;, heading this
aleeady hefly list of duties,
however, i1s the job Mr. Austin
considers his chief responsibi-
lity, one which mukes the title
of “lown englneer somewhat
misleading.
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There's  little  actual
engineering involved, he
explained te The Herald
recently. Instead, his main
concern is adminisiration,

LIAISON OFFICER

In today's complex munlel-

| government, the engineer
ws become a lialson officer
representing Halton Hills'
interests concerning local
development projects,
consultant’s studies like that of
the Highway 7 corridor
through Georgetown and the
many committees sel up by
municipal and olher govern-
ment levels.

The budgetting of town funds
fur the reconstruction of roads
has emerged as an  all-
important facet of the
engineer's job, according to
Mr. Austin,

“1n the past, there have been
palitical decisions made that
weren't sound from  an
engineering standpeint,” he
replied when asked about the
policy employed in priorizing
road prejects. ““We just had to
live with those. Qur relations
wlth council have improved
vastly and certaln policy
changes have made Uhings
much easier. This i3 the first
year |1 feel we have a
comfortable program based on
reat drainage problems.™

Mr. Austin acknowledged

Halton Hills' director of engineering HBob Acsthe peruies
one of the recent reports prepared by consultants for the town. [n
\Ihh. Initis} instaliment of a new Herald series examinlog

*

Lhat little long-term thought
was apparently glven to
Georgetown’s existing stoerm
drainage system. He sees the
major drainage study recently
cempleted by the town as a hig
step forward.

br. Austin describes the
current stage in Halton Hills'
development as one filled with
growing pains. It's all worth
the effort, though, he says,
becouse some real progress
has been made.

The engineer retains some
important concerns about the
public’s image of town staff
members,

TGO MUCH
“People expect too much
from ihe town' he said,

“When it snows, we're suppos-
ed lo have it cleared away
immediatcly. A lot is expected
from us, but we may not
always have the factlities Lo do
the job, For the slze of the staff
we have, we do a good job.
Even though some people may
not like what we do, we
accomplisha lat for the money
{available).”

Asked about the lown's
stance reganrding new develop-
ment, Mr. Austin is again
cognizant of past mislakes,

*'We have been seen as being
negative toward development,
whereas it's just preventive
maintenance," he sald. “We
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municipal staff officials, writer Tim Tollon flads the chiel

have seen the problems of the
past and are atlempting to
avoid them in the future.”

Mr. Austin commented that
his job in these times of fiscal
restraint is oftep one of mak-
ing the most of what's avail-
able. For example, he said, the
provincial ministry . of
transportation and ¢cominuni.
calions subsidizes road recon:
struction costs in Halton Hills
by up lo 54 per cent, but this
year cul back on ils funding
and thus forced the town to
trim ils own capital budget.

While Mr. Austin said he
doesn’t consider the ministry's
cultbacks entirely fair, he
pointed out that Hallon Hills
has benefitted from  seven
connecting link improvements
in the past couple of years
toward which the ministry
contribules %0 per cent of the
overall cost,

“Sometimes you just have to
rob Peter to pay Paul.” he
said,

Mr. Austin gradualed from
the University of Guelph witha
degree in Civil Engineering in
1970 and spent four years with
the ministry before signing on
as Hallon Hills® second fown
engincer in 1974, succeeding
[ormer engineer and ex-
councillor Peter Morris, He is
martied with one child and
lives in Acton,

engineer cognizant of past end present problems but optimistic

about the (olure.

(Phote by Tim Tolton?

thromyth this near inpassable
bush and | was ready 1o shoot
the foltow T went with, I'm
heat.™

However my next ouling was
more successful. A week later
we went hunbing some dinnper
on Mount Hutt, a ski resor! not
far from the farm,

It was at the hottom of o
porge, gh an the mountain
that Donald spoited a hind
through s binoculars, We
wenl down o tree-covered
slepe on the opposite side of the
gurge from the deer. The slope
was incredibly sieep and drep-
ped about 806 feet vertically.

REDDEER

& Lhousand yards up the
alher side, we came oul of the
bush inte some high scrub,
directly across from where the
hind was sitting, her head and
neck showing.

It was a4 Red deer and an
easy shot, only 35 yards, and it
touk us a little over hall an
hour 1o butcher and skin it. We
tonk the whole haounch, the
front legs and shoulders plus
assorted odds and ends up with
s,

11 took us two and a half
hours to carry the meat yp a
slope of abuut 40 to 45 degrees
with about 1,200 feel of verti-
eal* in it T don't remember
ever being so tired in all my
life, but the venison was well
warlh it Tt was alse a nice
change from lamb and the odd
sheep's tongue.

Morris, the farmer, was into
deer in a different way, He
farmed deer on the Banks
Peninsula just east of Christ-
church.

Mow you ask how can you
farm deer? Well, it isa't for
their meat but their horns. A
siap develops a new set of
horps every year and it is in
the beginning slopes of this
development that the farmet is
interesied.

The soft stage is called vel-
vel and is used Ly the South
Korvans as an  aphrodisiac
after it is processed. The pro-

. cess includes cooking the vel-

vel, after it is cut from the
stags, for 48 hours at 140
degrees centigrade. It loses 70
per cent of its weight and seils
nt $140 an qunce. :
A pood five-year old siag is
worth $2,500 and will yield up
to 14 pounds of unprecessed
velvet a year, worth $100 o
pound to the Korean buyers.
A vel has to be there when
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David, the son of the farmer John and [ worked for in
Methven, often took us for lours back up into New *f!mhnd's

you cul the velvet off and you
must be sure not to damnge it.
If the velvel gets o small hole

“init, it devalues to about $18 a

pound.

The stags are kept in large
fields enclosed entirely by sev-
en foot fencing and scem to be
quite at hame in them.

ENCLOSED HERDS
When the stags are harvest-
ed In December and January,
they are herded into the yards
which, are all enclesed and

‘foirly dark. The stngs ore

more docile in the dackness
and easier Lo handle,

The vet injects the slag with
a tranquillizer and the stag is
led inte & small shed and

belied to the wall. Here o

Ends 34 years on works force

. business with
largest herds numbering 3,500,

fields which aren’'t rendy Lo
bring in. They tepd to get
jealous of the-ones with velvet
and may damage them in
butting contests. Not all stags
are ready to harvest the same
day or even weck, and that’s
why separate fields arc essen-
tial.

Deer farming in New Zea-
land is a multi-million dollar
some of the

It reatly is amazing that an
aphrodisiac (supposedly) can
generate that amount of reve-
nue and business,

Morris plans to expand his
herd by breeding rather than
buving stock and, when John
and 1 were there, he had about
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moumains, This aren Is about an hour's drive from Methven
arvund the back of Kounl 1utt and up the Hakiia Gorge.

local injection just above the
eves anaesthetizes the crown,
which is just below the velvel.

The velvel is then cut off abave

the ¢rown, wilh great care
being laken to avoeld cutling
the crown, since il it is damug-
cd in any way the velvet will
not grow again. Venison is not
as dear (parden the pun) as
velvel.

Afterwards, an elaslic band
is pul araund the crown to stop
the hleedine and can be eut 30
minules [ater,

The velvel itsell is put into
plastic baps and pul into a
freczer until the agent or buyer
tones around.

The harvested stag must be
kept separate from those in

Friends on hand as Red calls

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stall Writer
Red illerby Hoshier relir-
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ed last week and I don'l
suppose anyone will miss
him more than the rural

Ied Roshier's retlrement party wos a huge success, with
many pecple from the town honering him, He's seen here with his

wife of 15 years, Jean, and & toy grader the works department

presented to him.

{Photo by Maggle Hannah)
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Seniors Week

Halton regional council has approved a recommend-
ation declaring the week June 15 to 21 *“'Senior Citizens'

Week"'. The request was made by Keith Norton, minister of

community and social services so that local activitles for
senjor citizens will be encouraged.

Newcomers Club final

The Georgetown Newcomers Club held its end-of-
season luncheen June 3 at the North Halton Goll and Country

Club. The luncheon was atlended by 25 ladies and

broughi to

a concluston a successful season of varied actlivities, The
club will be starting up again In September, and all
newcomers are welcome to join the club then. Information
on the starting date will be available in the ¥ fall program

and in local med:a.

Caledon bridge club

Results of Caledon Bridge Club, Moy 21: N.S. 1. Duke
Wilson and Ron Glide, 2. Ken Pearce and Charles Gabel, 3.

LLois and Clayton Barbour. E.W. 1. Helen Fleming

and

Tanya Blalnick, 2. Bob Dickson and Bob Cureteon, 3. Jack
Barton and Jim Oliver. Results of May 22: N.S. 1. Diane and
Stan Everingham, 2. Tanya Blatnick and Charles Gabel, 3.

Shirley and Bob Austin.

EW. 1l

Naureen and Des

Devercaux, 2. Bert Barrett and Malcolm Hart, Fran Curry

and Muriel Merlina, lied.

people  whose roaus  he's
groded for many years.

There was a relirement
party for Red at Alcott arenn
Friday and the attendance
by more than 70 of his fellow
workers and companions
was an indication of just how
much respect this man has
parnered over the 34 years he
has worked for the
municipality.

Red started with the Town-
ghip of Esquesing as a grader
operator in April of 1346, and
on occasion acled os road
superintendent and was the
assistant road superintend-

ent up until the formation af -
regional government in 1974,

Red's wile - of 35 years,
Jean, was present at the
retirement parly which saw
the works depariment, the
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engincering  depariment,
town council and a represen-
tative of the Champion
Graders company honer him
for his outstanding work
record and reliability,

Patty Woods, a coworker,
presented Hed with a gold
pocket watch, while works
superintendent Frank
Aoretle gave Red a radio
alarm clock from the town.

Town engineer Bob Austin
pave Hed a cheque, recalling
that the engineering depart-
menl used to give Conada
Savings Bonds, ""but they're

net worth anything any
mare.”

Mayvor Pete Pomeroy
made p  presentation on

behalf of 1town council and
told fted he was sorry the
communily is gpoing to lose
him.
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iI"hoto by John Pladdy)

2¢ hinds and 12 stags which he
bred every year. The advan-
tage tn breeding your own
animals is that they become
more manageable when they
are raised from birth and see
humans every day.

The fast job T look was on a
dalry farm, way down south in
Mataura, which tasted three
weeks. From there 1'went to
Invercargill for o few days
befure meeting up with John
andl some friends in Queens-
town and departing on a lwo -
week tour of the South Island
with them. -

Next week, I'll be writing
nbout these experiences os
they happened in the last few
weeks of our stay in New
Zealand.

it a day

“It'lt probably make your
wife happier now that she's
going to see more of you,
Hed," Mayor Pomeroy sald,
“hut that may not be true. At
any rate | hope if T live long
envugh, as many people turn
aul {0 honor me as have
turned out to honor you
txday.™

(in behalfl of Champion
Graders, Wayne Mason
presented Red with a gold tie
clip on which a miniature
grader is engraved,

The end of the presenta-
tlons saw host on McKnight
give Hed a toy wooden
grader saying, “I'm sorry
Hed: that was the best weo
could do.™

Red plans to do a lot of
hunting and lishing in his
retirement; he belongs to the
Monarch Hunt Club.

= R

ocks employee Dave McDonald caught Red Roshier oa his last day of work »s ne
hrndrr:::ru’: the wurfn ;ard one last time. Red has driven graders for the town f{or the last 34

years, gelng from the old Adams graders to Lh

¢ Champlon type he Is seen in here,

tFPhoto by Dave McDonald)




