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Burlington motion has surprising support

Wednesday, June 11, 1880

THE BIG PAPER
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COVERING
CEORGETOWN
ACTON &

SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES.

Oakville tlip-tlop’ threatens mill rate

Hallon reglon’s equalized se-
wer surcharge aystem, |mple-
mented six months ago to the
delight of Halton Hills rate-
payers, Is in danger of revert-
ing to its former chargeback

format and thus threatening to-

boost the town's mill rate.
Thanks in part to & concert-
ed effcrt by Halton Hills re-
gional councillors to mointaln
the rules of procedure, n con-
tentious motien by Burlington
Coun. Joan Allingham propos-
ed last Wednesday has yet to
be discussed. :
Angered by apparent inequi-
ties in the "“equalized” water
and sewer rale system imple-
mented January 1, Coun. Al
lingham hopes to have council
vole on & reversion to the
chargeback system, by which
sewer and water costs would
#gain become part of property
lax bills based on assessment.
For leas populous Halton Hills,
where regional sewage trent-
ment {acililics have seen many
expenditures recently, the atep

backward could be costly,
.Coun. Allingham's motion
comes up again next Wednes-

day (June 18), and her collea-
gues from north Halton are
concerned that the equalized
system may nolonger have the
strong support it did last year.

"1 wasn’t too concerned a-
bout her propesitlon getting
any suppori because the ma-
jortty of people on regional
council wveted for the new
syslem in the firsl place,”
Coun. Russ Miller commented,
“but It's really scary how

Water and sewer surcharge
rites per 1,000 gallons  will
remain  unchanged, Halton
regional council decided last
Wednesday, but users witl be
charged for all consumption,
cffective August 1,

Under the old system,
residents were being charged
for a basic 3,000 gallons
whether they used that much
or not. The region received
many complaints {rom people

many people have changed

their minds."

“If the ¢ld system comes
back in, we stand o lose a {ot
of grants from the provincial
gavernmenl."

SUIT POSSIBLE
Mayor Pete Pomeroy cited
the poessibility of suing Halton
region if councli votes to aban-
don the new system next week.

“Bill 151 (the provincial le

Inequity out

who weren'l wsing the basie
mmount, however, and decided
the charge wasn't fair for
many people, especially if they
are on fixed incomes.

“senior citizens with fixed
incomes are some of the people
that we hope to accommodate
with this new structure,"
Mayor Pete Ponieroy sald.
“There's no reason why any-
one should have (o pay for 2,000
gallons of water if they're only
using 2.000."

| Not all Acton residents
want pond preserved

{

i

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald Staff Writer

To some residents in lhe
nelghborhood of Fairview Ce-

metery, the body of water In

the cemetery is a thing of
. beauty, toresidents along Cob-
blehill and Kingham Rouads,

It's an eyesore which leaves

them plagued by mosguitos - -

[rom April 1o November.,
Colin and Sylvin Ash contac-
ted The Herald after reading
last week'’s news about Storey
Drive resident Brian Carglll's
concern over the dumping of

fill into the cemetery pond and .

the dumping of garbage on the
slopes,

the views of all the residents on
Cobblehill Road.

Mr. and Mrs, Ash, along with
nelghbors Margaret an
liam Anderson and

daughter Beverly, Linda

Franklin, Pat and Bob Gard-

ener, Karen Wiimolt and Ann
Barrow met with The Herald

Monday 1o air their own views
on the flling in of the body of

waler in Fairview Cemelery. "’
Mr. Ash saold that until a
couple of years ago, the area

was sprayed regularly to con-
trol the mosquitoes, Then the
a halt to the

reglon call
spraying because of the coat
Involved.
UNBEARABLE
"I think everybody would

agree that in the last two
, the mosquiloes have

n unbearable,”” Mr. Ash
sald. “‘Before they stopped
spraying, we might get a few

y were concerned
that Mr. Cargill’s siatements
might be taken as representing

Wil-
their

late In the evening, but nothlng

like what we've got now. It

may be just a colncidence that
we've gol them since they
stopped spraying, but I don't
think so,

“Thal waler over in the
cemetery I3 stagnant. IL's per-
fect breeding ground.*

“They calt it a pond, but it's
never been o pond,’” Mr. And-
ersenshid. “'It's always been a
swamp, When you tell people
how bad the problem (s, thelr
sclutionis, 'Don't go outside’."

“One of the people who
wants lo keep the pond said she
stnys indoors, away from the
mosquitoes," Mr. Anderson
spid. “I said L have a pool and I
wanl touse §t. She said, ‘Thal's
your problem." "

Mr. Anderson said he has a
light that kills insects, and
keepsiton 24 hours a day to try
to bring the mosquitoes under
control. The mosquitoes are so
bad that he has to use a hose to
clean them off the screen of the
light each night.

SWAMP DRAINAGE

The swamp tisell is an indi-
cation of the serious drainage
problem in the area, Mr. Gar-
dener said. He has problems
with spring run-off each year
forming a huge puddle in his

"back yard, and flooding in his

driveway because the water
runs too quickly from the top of
the street. The large water
surfaces have already provid-
ed breeding grounds for mos-
quitoes, he said. Two years
ago, he had a small pond In his
backyerd nine inches deep and
about 3¢ feet by 40 feet,

HE'S THE FASTEST

Brwce Mclniyre, who won the Mayesr's Road Race Sanday,

for the second year ln a rew, Jooks more surprised
than does Mayor Peie Pomeroy. Pomeroy ran the 5.5 kilametre
course snce but, Mcintyre had ta rus i twice to win. The winning

tUme was 35 minstes 47 secends.

to have dooe so

“Two years ago, they told
me the cateh basins were the
lowest spols in the area, but I
had all that water in my yard,
and those catch basins were all
but empty,” Mr. Gardener
said. "'If they're golng to (Ill In
that swamp, they need to fix up
the dralnage around here,
Im...” N - = ol W

Mrs, Franklin said there was
a petition circulated recently
on Kingham Road asking the
tewn to resume sproting Lhe
mosqitiloesbut she h » riden
what, If anything, has happen-
ed with it. Residents aﬂeng
Cobblehill Road, on the other
side of the cemetery, were not
approached with a petition.
Mrs. Franklin said the petition

she signed had three pages of

names supporting the spray-
ing,
AERATOR EXPENSIVE
Mr. Ash sald Mr. Carglll's
suggestion of putting an aerat-

of or o pump in the swamp to

disturb the surfoce of the
water and prevent mosquitos
fromn laying their eggs in the
waler is jneffective and an
unncessary expense,

""The cost of [nstalling It and
keeping It going is too high,”
he said. “I've had friends
who've Installed them in their
ponds, and it hasn't worked.”

Mra. Anderson said it seems
to her that every time the
town tried to do something
about the problems of mosqut-
tocs and drainage, one or two
people spoke up against the
proposal and the whole thing
would fall apart.

"'One way lo handle it would
be for the town to call a
meeling to find out what the
majarily of the residenis
want,'"” Mr. Ash said. "'If they
waal o set up a meeting, I'll
make.sure everyone on the
street knows about it."”

“The way I see it, the thing
to do is 1o Install a proper
drainage systemn for the area,
and then [ill in the swamp,*
Mr. Ashsald, **That one corner
there [s an eyesore, They work
hard to keep the rest of the

- cemelery looking nice, culling

the grass and spraying the
weeds, If they filled in that
swamp, they could put topseil
en il and landscape it to fit in
with the reat of the ceme
tery." |

The town’s general commit-
lee asked lown engineer Bob
Austin for a report on the
pesibility of spraying mosqui-
toes two weeks ago after Aclon
resldent Christina Houston ap-
peared before the commlites
lo complaln about the mosqui-
lo probiem on Churchill Boule-
vard, where she lives,

At that time, regional coun-
cillor Roy Booth pointed’ ocut
that it was a decision by the
region to cut back on the
spraying program, and that if
the {own decided o resume
spraying on its own, there
would be no financial assis-
ance from the region

Mr. Austin told the geperat
commitise the town's supply of
insecticide dates back to 1976
and would no longer be effec-
dve. He also szid the town has
0 one licensed to spray insec-
icides and be doesn't know
wree loog it would take for

waneohe o re-qualtly.

Bislation which formed the
region} provides that the mu-
nicipalities will be guaranteed
sewer and waler services from
the region,” he noted. “We'll
be consulting our solicitors en
this, but [ think we'd have solid
legal grounds to sue the region
if Allingham’s motion passes.
Town councll will go'as far as
necessary to protect the inter-
ests of this municipality."

Atleast 16 vales from among
the 21 councillors present were
required last Wednesday o
waive the region's rules of
procedure and discuss Coun.
Allingham's motion, but when
the smoke cleared [ollowing an
intense debate, only 14 mem-
bers voted to hear the motion.

Halton Hills" five regional
representatives, Mayor Pome-
roy and councillors Miller, Roy
Booth, Ed Wood aond Mike
Armatrong, were jelned in
malntaining procedure by Mii-
ton colleagues, Burlinglon
Coun, Walter Mulkewich and
Oakville Coun. McLean Ander-
s0n.

Coun. Anderson pointed out
thal the motion seeks to com-
plete the system’s reversion by
January 1, 1991, a date beyond
the current council's term of
office.

Burlington's eight regional
councillors swing the “big
axe', however, according to
Mayor Pomeray, and this time
have recruited the aid of Oak-
ville's delegates to almost tip
the scale agoinst equalized
rates,

““They {Burllngton mem-

* bers} have never been able lo

let it rest,"” the mayor said,
“so0 they've gone to Oakville,
which originally supported the
surcharge, to garmer suppaort,
“As far os I'm concerned,
the mayor of Oakvllle (Harry
Barrett) has done a complete
flip-Mlop on the issue and has

. ndermined the credibility of

his council, I'm really disap-
painted in his lack of courage
and his inability tostand by his
original decision."

Halton Hills councillors spe-
culated on the [lkelihood of
Cottn. Allingham's motion and
its apparent suppoert being
mere election-year peliticking
on the part of members from
the south,

=L

These young ladiés aren’t really shushing one another, and In fact, they
aren't really young ladies ~ they're butterflies in a beautiful garden. These

THE BUTTE

butterflies were part of a ballet recital laat Wednesdsy at Knox Presbyterfan

I

Church. Girls from five different levels of dance skills demonstrated their
talents to parents and friends at the recital. .
(Herald photo by Lot Taylor)

Homeowners not informed

Concerns may dump golf range

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stalf Writer

Conslderable pressure from
neighboring homeowners has
prompted the town's general
commitler lo recommend
council’'s rejection of & golf
driving range proposed for the
Eighth Line and Stecles Ave-
nue near Hornby,

Citing possible damaoge from
goll balls, intense lighting at

" nightand a potentially disturb-

ing influence on the effective
operation of the nearby home
for the mentally retarded, o

delegntion of residents asked
that the Val-Shaw Hills deve-
lopment proposal be reconsi-
dered,

. Dan Matthews, spokesmean
(or area residents, pointed cut

that, despite ition Lo the
project from both town and
regional ataff, council went
ahead and approved it any-
way.

Mr. Malthews presented the
commiitee wilh photographs
of damage done to houses and
companies surrounding a driv-
ing range in Mississauga and

‘Low-priority’
works deleted

Maore than $840,000 worth of
public warks projects have
been deferred or deleted from
the lown’s 1980 engineering
program.

The projecls themselves
have low priority, according to
Coun. Huss Miller, and wil] be
completed in 1381 or 1562,

“It would have been nice if
we could have done these
projects this year,”” Coun,
Miller lold The Herald last
week, “'bul in these timea of
constraint, we felt we had to
make some responsible cuts in
the budget. Al ‘level four’
projects went and all but three
of Lhe 'level Lhree' ones were
chopped. Most of the 'level
one’ and 'lwo" projecls surviyv.
ed because of their
importance.”

The (ollowing are projects
deleted or deferred, and their

gross coat:

Deferred until 1982 -
Sonitary sewer on McDonald
Boulevard in Acton ($63,900);
sanitary sewer replacement on
ezsement from Ewing Streel
to the Canadian National rail-

way Iracks in Georgetown .

{HE,M_}.

Deferred until 1981 - Water-
main on River Drlve In
Greorgelown between Roseila
and Mountzinview Road
($86,400) ; walermaln on Agnes
Streel in Actonl from Maln
Sireet to Willow Street
($21,400); watermsin on MIll
Street in Acton from Cobblehll]

-Road, narth 200 meters (35,000

worth of the projeet will be
done this year with $24,000
being deferred unti! next
year), & capacily increase al
the Acton reservoir ($36,000);
waltermain on Maria Street in
Acton from Poplar Avenuve
northwest 50 meters ($13,140).

A project planned for this
year, the B416,000 sanilary
sewer on Main Streel in Acton,
which was to run from Agnes
Street to the sewage treatment
plant, was deferred until 1981.

A watermain on Riverview
Crescent in Georgotown from
Ewing Crescent to Onlario
Street was deleted,

A new project slated to go in
1981 was a filtration plant
Telemenlary Control system
worth $73,000. This is for the
Georgetown plant,

nated that most were beyond
the 250-yard marker that ia
supposedly the maximum
range. " :

Deminion Bridge Company
Ltd. of Mississauga claims
that even though the distance
from Lheir employee parking
lot to the tee-off point on the
range |3 in excess of 300 yards,
and few golfers can drlve a
vall that distance, *'the bounc-
ing ball trave!s a lot [urther',

The company stated that
over the past year, several
offlce windows were broken
and damage lo cars in their
parking lot excecded $750.

Coun. Pat Patterson took
exception to the claim.

'"*There's nol & soul in this
area thal ¢can drive a hall 350
yards,"” Coun. Patterson said.

PACKED GALLERY

“I con,” came a coll from
the packed galiery.

*[ sure as hell would like to
see you," Coun, Patierson re-
plied,

Coun. Roy Booth agreed, but
noted that on moat nearby
driving ranges, the “250-yard
marker' is closer to 150 yards,

“How many homes are with-
in 500 ?ﬂ.rl:h of ihe driving
range?"” Coun. Boolh asked.

Mr_ Matthews replied that 12
homes, plus the residence for
the mentally retarded are
within that distance and would
be adversely affectod.

Jim Reid, a {armer in the
area, told committee members
he is distreased that his house
s only 300 yards from the
proposed range and his barn
500 yards.

“That's entirely too close for
agriculture,” Mr. Reid claim-
ed. “Another cancern I have is
watler. T have a problem with
waler on my farm and if &
driving range comes in and
drilis a well, [ may go sbort.

“I also think that by zoning
recreation in the area you
would be discouraging farm-
ing prematurely, We're just
not ready for this type of
development. There is also
SEne concern on My part
about cattle ealing golf balls
and despite what olhers may
say, Hl a cow gels it into Its
mind 1o eat one, it will."

Coun. Mike Armstrong apo-
logized to the residents on
counct!'s behalf for the town's
lailure to call 8 public meeting
when it approved the ariginal

by-law,

“1 think thal the best solu-

tion now would be 1o have a
public meeling and hear both
sides of the story," he sald.

Peter Branch, representing
the Helton Agricullural Advi-
«ory Committee, backed the

Continued on page A3

Dick Willls ({left) and Mike Luxbacher represented their companles Monday night when
recrention director Tom Shepard told counctl about the acquisiton of seven acres of [and abutting
on Sinclair Avenae for soceer use, Mr, Willls Is president of Irwin-Dervey Lid., and Mr. Loxbacher
ts manager of operations at Willlam Neilson Lid.

Companies ‘pitch’

(Herald photo)
‘»

1mn

to boost soccer scene

Town recrealion director
Tom Shepard has pulled off a
mafor coup acquiring
additlenal soccer facilities
for Haltﬂ;! lHkih,.wiLh the
generous belp of two -
ate cilizens, Willigm m
Lid. and Irwin-Dorsey Lid,

At the tlown's general
committee meeting Monday
evening, Mr. Shepard told
councilioen he hag entered
into a one- agreement
with the two companies that
will see the recreation

depattment acquire wse of
seven acres of land abutting

Sinclair Avenue. The land

would be suitable for up to
six pitches, but only one or
poesibly two could be made
ready this year.

The companies asked
merely that the town take
responsibility for litter
control after aoccer games
and for repairs lo any
damage (o thelr buil
which results from the
facility's use,

The oaly cost to the town
would be the maintenance of
the facllity.

Mr. Shepard told the
Herald that he was pleased

wilh the generous offer by

the two companies and sald
that at the end of Lhe summer
he hopes to discuss with them
the possibility of n long-term
arrangement concerning the
use of Lthe field for soccer,

It is recognized in the
town's new Master Parks
and Recreation Plan that
there i3 a tremendous
shortnge of soccer pliches in
Halton Hills, and that
Interesat in soccer Is growing
rapidly. The acquisition of
the fields oo a long-term
basis would go a long way
toward alleviating this
shortage.




