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Half million volts coming onstream

Hydro’s bringing ‘power to the people’
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Day by day, week by week,
the two ends of the wire which
will carry 500,000 volis of
electricity from the Bruce
generoting station on Lake
Huroen to the Millon lrans-
former station come closer
and closer together, in effect
symbolizing the end of a
seven-year battle to stop the
corridor.

The final connection will be
made In Halton Hllls, and the
efforts of homeowners up and
down Lhe length of the corTidor
to have the need for the
corridor and the reasons for
the cholce of the route
demonstrated will have come
to naughl. Onlario Hydro has
changed its palicies dealing
with such corridors since the
fight began, but that is of little
satisfaction ,to most of Lhe
residents who gaze each daoy
on the lowers and wires foom-
ing over their homes, farms
ond businesses, '

COntario Hydro began string-
ing the line through the last
remaining section in the
second week of May, and the
final connection may be made
by the end of June towards the
Milton transformer station,

Last Wednesday morning,
media  phiolographers were
taken on a tour of the sites
where the stringing is proceed-
ing. Chris Taylor of Onlario
Hydro's community relations
department and Den Nelson,
general foreman of stations

The section under construcl-
fonwas from Highway 24 south
to Highway 7. At the Milton
end, the tower has been strung
from the transformer station
fo a point just north of Stacles
Avenue. :

The line i{s strung in five
mile sections for the most part,
Mr. Nelson said. The [irst
stage is for a helicopter to fly
around the towers with a rope
which is hooked on to the arms
of the tower. This rope is then
altached to a larger rope,
known as o bull line, and the
bull line is pulled glong by the
first rope until it stretches the
full length of Lhe section being
strung. The first rope is then
pulled out,

This process is repeated with
a (hrecguarter inch steel
cable and {inally with the four
conductors. Each lime a new
cable is pulled through, the
other is removed, until the
conductors are In place. This
must be done for esch of the
six arms.

Once the wire is in place, &
machine called a tensioner is
atinched to one end of the wire,
and the tension of the line is
sel, The sag of the line is
calculated on o aumber of
factors, such oz wind and land
elevation,

Once the final connection ls
made, Ontarlo Hydro will
conduct inspections of “every
bolt in the tower™” and cvery
facet of the constructien to
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and line construction, explain-  ensure it is safe before the
ed the procedure a the pawer is turned on, Mr, Taylor
equipment belng used. said. :
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v g L DTS TS g e o T _ - A Those men high on the arms of the tower are volunteers who also recelve danger pay for
% o B T LT T a8 : S LT e thelr work on the towers. They are connecting the lasulators Lo the tower arms, Mr, Nelsoo sald no
e men are asked to work on the towers. All thatl work Is done oo & volunteer basls. This s aa anchor
tower which tzkes the conductors mround a bend in the route, The design of these lowers ha
especlally stable, :

Herald story and photos by Lori Taylor
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which resemble metal tubes. The lences arcund the work nrea
are to protect the men working there and any visitors to the site,

The conductor ends drop from the arms of the lower to the
ground where they are secured In grips. Once the next section of
llne is in place, the ends will be spliced together wilh splicers,
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Linea construction workers
connect the Insulalors to the
conductors, The insulator iy
then aliached to the Lower,
alter belog hauled up by a
puliey and moved Into
positlon by a bulldozer.
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These gauges are the controls of the tensloner. Doa Nelyon,
general foremun of stations and lines consiructilon for Ontark
Hydro, explained that each of the conduclors has (o be pulled to
the right tension, to malntaln the proper height from the groand
and to avold trees and other obstacles.
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Don Neison, Ontario Hydro general loreman of stations
and lines construction, shows the splicer which Is used to joln the
two ends of the condactor. This splicer s an Innovatlon of Ontario
Hydro's and in tests (o ensore the sirength of the splice, the
conductor split befare the splice did,
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i This machine Is n temsioner. It ndjunts the lenalon of Lhe lnce, setiing the right um.m“mmmwmzr wid 37,000 feet long, one of
(ensjon to stand vp aguinst the siements. The tenstoner b set at the end of the the Joogest sections (o be pulied Ix one go on the whote Line, if ool on any
oewly-lastalied section of line and Literally polls the miles of condactor to the cervidor in Ontarle.
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Not all the work oa the sile s directly related (o the  workling order, and two of ihe men are shown here working on one
stringlng of the lines. The machines most be malstained In good  of the tensioners, which sels the tension of the Hnes.
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