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Dave ‘2RC’ Boyd’s
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orses understand him

By LORI TAYLOR
Ierald Stall Writer

Dave Boyd's 2RC Ranch is
net jusl an otdinary riding
stable.

For starters, while most rid-
ing instructors teach English
and Western-siyle riding, Mr.
Boyd doesn'l teach either. He
cails his slyle Canadian,

‘““‘Anyone can make a horse
snap to attention and quiver
with fear,” Mr. Boyd says in
the brochure advertising his
ranch. “To make him snap to
attention with a smile on his
face is a dilferent ball game
altogether....It Is very impor-
tant Lo get the co-operalion of
the horse. Then if he gels
scared, he will turmn to you, not
try to run away {rom you."

Mr. Boyd's ranch is located
on Winston Churchill Boule-
vard, north of Norval. This is
his third focation since going
into the riding stable business.

Mr. Boyd's {raining method
might best be explained by his
comment, ““You can train a

horse to do anything you want

il you can explatn it to him."
“You've got to get o good
line of communication with the
horse,” he said, “The method
of *You can learn it if [ hit you

hard enough', just doesn't-

work. The slow approach is
best - as soon as the horse
realizes thal's the way il's
going to be, he'll do what you
want him to do."

TOOTIRED

Mr. Boyd doesn't agree with
the riding methods which call
for a horse to be broken to the
saddle by carrylng & rider
until the horee is (oo tired to
buck any more.

“You know what 1 do if &
horse bucks when I get on his
back? I get off."

Mr. Boyd has two ponies and
five horses on (he ranch, In
addition to two dogs and a
couple of cats running around,

"One of the dogs is o 180-pound ~

Si. Bernard.

1 call him my theft insur-
ance - he's alright with strang-
ers if they aren't nervous of
him, but he sure lets me know
when someone's coming,” Mr.
Boyd said.

It was his other dog, Captain
Kidd, who origidally got Mr.
Boyd invalved In riding. He
was living in Torento and when
he got Captaln Kidd, he togk
him out for walks for exercise,
But one day, he went out for a
traii ride at one of the Toronto
stables and Captalin Kidd went

ing them out to help cover the
cosls, and he was off and
running.

WARTIME RADAR

Mr. Boyd was origirally in-
volved in eleclronics. He was
“inradar during the war”', and
went to work in cleclronics
when the war ended. He quit
Lhe job he was in and studied
advanced electronics lor some
time, ruaning a rooming house
to earn his keep.

But he lfound when he had
completed his studies Lthat he
was over-qualified for his old
job and that with no work
history in the mere advanced
field, he couldn’t get a job,

He still holds part-time jobs
from time lo time apart from
training his horses, Including a
slint at the moment as a schoal
bus driver.

+Mr. Boyd has big plans for

the future of his ranch. He

hopes, for one (hing, to hire Lhe
mentally and physically handi-
capped to help 48 stable
hands. He plans to build a barn
which Is known as a "'loallng
barn’ with only a few stalls for
f[eeding the horses. The bam
would include an automalic
overhead (rack (o help the
physically handicapped get a-

same date Jast year.

February

round, and the mentatly handi-
capped would be sble to do
whatever legwork was neces-
Sary.

“I've been lold no handicap-
ped person coild handle a
stable,” Mr. Boyd sald. “But
my horses are so gentle and
quiet thal Lhere won'l be a
problem."”

People laking riding lessons
usually range between the ag-
es of nine and 19, Mr. Boyd
said. Bul his biggesl problem
can be Lhe adults who think
they know all there |s to know
about riding and want to do it
their way,

COMMAND CHAIN

“Every business runs
through a chain of command,
and my method [s that nobody
rides unless they do it my
way,'"Mr. Boyd said. **You get
somebody out here who says
they're anexpert on harseback
riding, and they get on one aof
my horses, and that horse will
make a fool of them.” :

“The chain of commang is
the secret. I get the horse lo
know the rider represents me,
and il the rider rides the way |
do, there's no problem, "

Mr. Boyd said most people
don’t understand the psycho-

logy of o horse, which makes
fraining the animal more diifi-
cult.

“One of the Lhings most
people whe ride don’t under-
stand aboul the psychology of
a horse is that nunning is a
reward for a horse,”” he said.
“If you want to get a good
working horse, wotrk it at a
slow pace, and then, as il
behaves, incrense the pace,
and il the horse misbehaves,
slow the pace again,"

The 2RC Ranch operates on
the basis of memberships.
Members treat the horses as il
they own them, catching,
greeming and saddling them.
First class members can re-
serve the horse any time, and
because they have become
familiar with Mr. Bovyd's rid-
ing style, they are permitted
freedom in where they ride on
the property.

“1 keep people riding in this
field, under my eye, until they
are ready to ride on thelr
awn,” Mr. Boyd said. "I ex-
pect the horses to behave well,
and ¢f course,
rider to behave well,”

There is no real limits on the
age of the rider, other than
taking into consideralion Llhe

About the Hills

More building starfs

The number of local building starts continues to
exceed that of last year, according to Statistics Canada.
There were 440 dwelling units under constru2tion in Halton
Hills by February 29, compared to 187 underway by the

LF

itsell saw no new

construction undertaken, however, while February, 1978,

saw 55 units begun.

Shortills-business as usunal

Shertill’s General Store should be open for regular
business ogain Monday, according to co-owner Morley
Shortill. The tack shop was never aclually elosed [ollowing
tast week’s {ire, but the post office will return to the store
Monday and fresh stock is expected to arrive that day as
well, All items packaged In l:.urdbnnrd or plastic were
discarded; he said, and fresh supplies will be pvailable for

::ustnmurs this week,

Talent scouting

Milten Ja

are looking for talenied
aged 18 and under to take part in a cable television
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child's sense of responsibility.
RULESON AGE

“1 don't lay down o rule
abaut ages. The youngest rider
I've ever had was a five year-
old, but that is really too
young,” Mr. Boyd said. “I
don't lay down a rule. It's the
parents who really decide if
the kid is capable enough.”

“They've gol to have some
sense of responsibility, and
I can safely say ['ve seen
some cight-year-cld kids who
have more sense of respoilbi-
lity than some adults.”

Mr. Boyd says he has only
just started to bulld the kind of
ranch he would like to see in
this area. He plans o have his
awn bus or van to pick up and
drop ofl his riders. He also has
hopes of a recreation area
centred on horschack riding,
where riders can ride along a
trail and come out Lo a restau-
rant on the other end. The
restaurant should be acces-
sible from the road too, 50 that
riders can meel friends there
for lunch, he said,

“I think horseback riding
can be animportant part of the
recrealion available to the
people in this area," Mr. Boyd
said.

Ratepayers meet

The Georgetown Arca Ratepayers” Assoclation
(GARA} is holding its annual meeting next Wednesda
Georgetown District High School. The meeling will incrude
an elecilon of officers for the association and a review of the
Halton Hills master plan for parks and recreation. The

GARA exccttive wants to remind members of the

public

that although there are no major jssues outstanding, it is
important (o keep the assoclation aclive and to attend
mlings The meeling will heain al 8:30 p.m,

Upper Canada pmmc =

Upper Canada College's Outdoor School near Norvsgl
will hold its 41at annual Norval picnic May 31, weather
allowing, at Stephen House above the village. Highlighted by
an annual boat race 8t 11:3¢0.m., the picnic is a culmingtion
of the school's program, whlch involves an ambitious
reforestation project. information Is available from the
Upper Earmda Colicge Secretary al 220 Lonsdale Rd.,

Toronto, M4V 2X8.

Diabetes and alcohol

Harvey La Feve of Jordan Wines wil] be the guest
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talent show. Halton reglon LKBﬂungnten with an
talent will be considered for the show. A rebearsal has been
scheduled for May 28 and the taping date iz June 7 in the
,Milton public library. For further informallon or
applications, call 878-8214 or B78-4282.

along for the run. The dog.
loved it, and eventually Mr.
Boyd found himsell having
bought two horses lo ride
himsell. :

With the cost of keeping two

speaker, discussing diabetes and alcohol, at a June 10
meeting of the Brampton and District Diabeles Assoclation.
'The meeting takes place at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of
Peel Memorial Hospltal.

tralnlng s opening & ilne of communication with the horse, He
says his tralning siyle is neither western nor English, and he
calls it Canadlan.

Dave Boyd, owner of the IHC Ranch, demoastrates hiy
unutual tralnlng methods by clding an unbroken horse without a
bridle or saddle, Mr. Boyd sald he believes the alow approach is

best when training horses, and the most important element of {Herald photo)

horses, he found himself rent-

Recollections of world tour begln
with kangaroo hunt down under

Aroul_ld the World

in 380 Days

Part of a series

By STEPHEN FROST
Ilerald Stalf Writer

In high schoal and unlversi-
ty, I used lo pursue a common

stime, silting around with

ends and Lalking aboul how
we'd like to travel around the
world and spend the cold
Canadlan winter lazing around
on & warm beach somewhere
in the Southern hemisphere.

Nome of us really thought
we'd actually make 1the
tramsilion from dreaming
about travelling to the reality
of buying a round-the-world
ticket.

In October, 1979, however, a
friend from Wales, John
Pladdy, and 1 finally tock the
plunge when we climbed intoa
Cordoba snd started on the
fustleg of a | that was
to take us more n 40,400
miles through 12 different

In the next 13 months, |
travelled the United
States, the Tshitian I[slands,
New Zealand and Australia,
the Third World countries of

Siagnpore, Malaysia,

Sri Lanka and India
before corning ‘round to Israel,
Greece and England

\

£

Throughout this voyage of
discovery, 1 kept a regular
journal in which I recorded the
highlights of my life “‘on the

road”, as it were, selling it
aside only during those times [
rested at length in places
where ] sought occupalion.
Chicf among these were New
Zcaland, where we stayed and
worked for five months, and
Australia, which consumed
anather four months of our
time,

Looking through the journal,
it's casy for me to pick out high
points in the trip, and it is
about these I'll be wriling
al length in the future,

In New Zealand's Mount
Cook National Park, I found
mysell hanging 200-feet up a
rock face, pondering my
mortality and wondering what
on earth | was doing there:
Australia saw me hunting
kangaroo from the back of a
lurching Land Hover late at
night; in Thailand, John and 1
went on a day-tour of tLhe
famous River Kwai and
surrounding Allied grave.
yards,

Bangkok's Pat Pong Road

famous, t-uut Tiatern Abbey, Contrary lo popular bellef, many perts of Eagland are quite

beanilinl in the {all sensem.

{Herald photo by Steve Frost)

miakes Toronto's Yonge Street,
even in ils more notorious
days, look like a kiddie's
matinee, contrasting sharply
with Singapore's puritanical
attitudes and mores, which
many claim are only skin

- deep.
My mosl vivid memory from -

Sri Lanka is lying on the beach
in Kikkaduwa and being
approached by a group of
young boys wanling to sell a
small cobra they had in a
bottle. No one was laking, so
the boys drowned it out on the
breakwater, saying the cobra
is an ¢vil and bad animal.

in Israel, we spent a day
lravelling from Jerusalem lo
the Dead Sea, in which we
could float about wilhout
sinking. As o malter of fact,
it's impeossible to sink because
the water is 30 sally.

Planning these aclivities
when travelling is generally
left until arrival in the country
in gquestion. However, plotting
the overall trip is a different

maller.

The irip was planned by {irst
deciding where we wanled to
go and Lthen censidering
alternalives. With an itinerary
in hand, we visiled Col. John

Barber at the Barber and.

Henley agency in Georgelown
and asked him for advice on

the various roules we had-

E.:nmmcd. He waz more than
ul giving us Lhe cost of
diffevent roules ahd advice on
the various opli n lo us.

The total cost of flights
from Loa Angeles to London

through the countries
mentioned  was $2,000
American, On checking back
recenlly with travel ggent
Marie Simonyi and Mr,
Barber, I've learned that the
price today weould amount to
roughly $3.140 [J.S.

To gel to Los Angeles, John
and I got in louch with Toronlo
Drive-Away Services, which
specializes in the delivery of
other people’'s cors to
deslinations oll over North
Amertca.

The company, situated on
Yonge Streel, conducts a large
business in the winler months
delivering retired couples’
cars to Florida. Generally, the
cats belong to elderly people
who don't want o drive south,
bul want their car once they
reach their destinalion,

The Cordoba we drove to
California belonged to a fellow
who had been lransferred (rom
Toronlo to L.A. by his
company, but dida’t have time
to drive out himsel!,

When we picked the car up,
we made a $150 Canadian
deposit with the Drive-Away
service, and when we deliver-
ed the car five days and 3200
‘miles liter, we received $150
back in U.S. funds, with $50 [or
expenses, The drive itsell was
a real cyeopener.

In the following weeks [ will
be writing about these
experiences and more. Next
week I'll start at the beginning
and tolk about the drive across
the United 5States to Los
Angeies and the time spent in
Tahili,
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Neo, ikl ho't & scene out of Apocalypie Now. This ks & scene from a small flahing viilage on
the Malaysian haland of Penang. The [slznd ks u short ferry ride of Malaysia’s west coast.
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(Phota by John Pladdy)

s w o X

-
-




