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‘A Musical RainBaw’

Montreal

By GEORGE EVASHUK
Herald Speclal

A choir of teenage girls I3
soon (0 make its collective
valce beard for the first time in
Georgelown.

The Cantante Singers, [orm-
ed last October, has 26 girls so
far, who are in rehearsal for
their MrstL concert, A Musical
Ralnbow, May 4 at St. Jehn's
United Church.

“"Joining a choir as a hobby
is different than taking music
at school,” cholr conductor
Dale Wood told The Heraldina
recent interview. "It's the
same, but completely
ditferent.”

Mr. Wood traced the
formation of the cholr toa visit
by St. John's Teen choir to
Montreal last year (o saing
before an audience of about
8,000 at St. Joseph's Oratory.

On the way back, choir
members talked of the unique-
ness of the experience of being
in o ehurch choir, he said.

The cholr also performed at
the Halton Hills Arts Council
Summerfest tn Acton last
year, Mr. Wood said, and 0
number of people called up to
inquire aboul Joining.

““We fell perhaps there was a
need for it in Halton Hills,” he
sald. ""Another reason we
started one is because there
{sn't one in this area outside of
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Mr. Wood alzo credited the
cliorts of music teachers
Howard Widmark of Centenni-
al school and Dave Shrubsole
of Harrison school in the
formation of The Cantante
Singers.

After paining support from
St. John's United church, Lhe
choir formed. All but one or
iwo {rom the church’'s teen
choir joined, as well as about
nine girls from outslde the
church. Mr. Wood hopes the
choir will grow to aobout 40
voices and become o “mini-
version of the Georgetown
Choral Soclety”’.

- Mr. Wood {3 both enthusiast-
jc and proud of the girls in Lthe
choir.

“The girls' attitude is
tremendous,’”” he said.

“They're willing to (ry
anylhing."

Soame of the girls have 8
vace 'slmost like a “boy
soprano,” he opdded. “They
have that capability.

“The girls" voices are also
free of vibroto and tremolo
which makes lhem perhaps
vocally able to sing different
types of music in the proper
inflection. They can attempl
music others can't.”

For s first concert, the
choir is altempting o range of
music encompassing pop,
rock, Jazz, ballads and folk,

“They do a lot of pop music
which.an adult group could do
and do it justice,” he said.

From Lhe sound of it, music
lovers in town are in for a
treat. )

Costumes, problems
up to President Cindy

Herald Special
Cindy Gardiner is the first president of the
recenily-formed girl's choir called the Cantante Singers.
~ As president of the 26-volce choir, Cindy says she
hasn't had to do much work besides singing and helping pick
put the cheir's costumes, The cheir is organized under the

commiltee system,

“I'm the person people come to with problems,” she
says, "'So far there've been none.”’

Founded last October by director Dale Wood, the choir
is still in the growing stage, Besides the singing there is a
lively soclal aspect. “It's {un,” she says. “"We enjoy

oursclves."

She spys she js looking forward to public speaking on
behalf of the Cantante Singers.

She says the choir Is looking fur support (rom town
merchants to sell concert tickets for the hMay 4 presentation
of “A Musical Roinbow', Like the Georgetown Choral
Sociely, the Cantante Singers want designated ticket sellers,

Membership in the choir Is open to girls 13 to 20 years
old. If you are interested in joining the choir, call cither
Cindy at 877-1868 or choir conductor Dale Wood ot 877-1638,

1:;,’ ..'

Members of the Cantante Slogers show the inlense concentration needed in rehearsals to
perfect choral singing. The group's firul concert Is scheduled for May d.

Cholr master Dale Wood leads members of The Canlante Singers In
rehearsal. The cholr members are Cathy Arbuckle, Kim French, Diana
Colletl, Becky Halonen, Jane Timleck, Cindy Gardiner, Cathy McGowan,
Maureen McGowan, Margarel Zebedee, Renate Zmlia, Shella Prouse, Busan
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Arbuckle, Terri Held, Sue Kelly, Sheila Macdonald, Brenda Archer, Tina
Vandentopp, Janine Prouse, Joanne Labine, Shannon Crawlord, Heather
flenderson, Nency Kesllck, Barb Treviranus, Judy Maestas, Meryll Albert
and Michelle Fisher.

(Photo by George Evashuk)

 Anniversary dinner Saturday

Association is celebrating
25 years of helping others
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centre would be for severely
handicapped adults who woul-
dn't benefit from the Adult
Rehabilitation Centre (ARC),
Mr. Evans said.

ARC Industries was started
in 1964 by Wyn Isham in a
darage on her farm in Milton.
Two or three adults worked on
the re-webbing of deck chalrs
when the workshop first start-
ed

In 1966, Esquesing Townshlp
council sold the Homby school
lo the aasocialion for $1, When
the workshop moved to its new
location, there were six adulta,
who worked on telephone
equipment and reconditioned
pl for local industry in
addition to re-webbing .deck
chairs.

By 1968, the workshop hed 14

Beind working there, and the
tles had broadened to
{nclude hooking rugs, and
making rag dolls. In 3971, the
first expanslon tock place, and
the workahop could accommeo-
dalé up to 33 people. The
workshop is expanding again,
and will hald about 50 people.

The workshop is stalfed by a
director and four counseliors,
The émployees work mainly on
cantracts from local Indus.
tries, Mr. Evans said.

TRAINEES OUT

"We hope to get some of the
trainees out inlo inrger indus-
tries,” Mr. Evans said, “*Some
of the local industries have
expressed an interest in hav-

ing a ltrainee.”

The Countryside residence

in Hornby was opened in 1976,

It-was designed to accommo-
- date 16 adults, but the associa-
tieh has discovered that it's a

fitile large for its purpose, Mr.
Evarns sald

*The association is consider-

:13 changing Countryside’s
e

from its present use to a
. bome for the more severely
‘retarded,” he sald. “'We've
found the location s a little
.remote for the high-function-
Ing adulls we have staying

there now. "
There are a large number of

volunteers Involved in Coun-

tryside Mr. Evans said. Stu-

dents {rom Lhe high school

have befriended the residents,

- and | have set up a {loor

. The association

“bu¥ also constrocied a patio

and a balt diarmond.

The residents learn about
budgeting, diet considerations,
cooking and other domestic
skills. Most of the residents sit

down with 2 counsellor twice
a monthand work out a budget

for the following two weeks,
Mr, Evans aaid.

About 18 months after Coun-
tryside opened, [our women
moved out into a group epart-
ment in Milton, and three of
these women are now out on
their own. The fourth woman
moved back to Countryside
because she didn't feel secure
on her own, Mr. Evans said.
The three on thelr own are
being supporied by a soclal
worker who visits regularly to
make sure they are alright.

Four men have alsc moved
out, three in one group heme,
and one on his own, and they

“seem to be {ntegraling very

well," Mr. Evans said.

“Itreally has a morale-boos-
ting effect on everybody,” he
said. “In terms of achieve-
ment, we have been able to
maove eight people out and I'd
say that's n pretty good a-
chlevement for the staff and
volunteers who work there."”

»MEMBERS

The association has about
200 members, and is run by a
16-member board of directors,
which elects p seven-member
execullve committee. The ma-
nagement of the projecls reats
with the board of directors,
which delegates it to the exe-
culive commitiee, Mr. Evans
sald, The day-to-day alfairs of
the various programs are sup-
ervised by the passociation's
executive director, Dave Wil
Jiams, The directors for Tink-
erbell, ARC Industries. and

Countryside report to him.

The ministry of community
and social services 1s the a-
gency which keeps an eye on
the asseclation and supplles
whatever funds are available
from the province for the
association’s different pro-
grams.

“Oecasionally we have some
budgel-relzted delays,"” Mr.
Evans sald. “The ministry has
tocarve the ple 3o many ways.
They have to set their priori-
ties

“I'm pretty impressed with
the level of support we get
from Lhe government.”

The association’s main need
at present is for valunteers for
the board of direclors, particu-
larly those with business ex-

EnCe. '

“We're employing 18 people
throughout the arganization,
and we have ali the headaches
of a modern business. What we
need s pariicipation from the
business people in the three

towns,'" Mr. Evans said. "We
need people familiar with per-
sonnel problems and reading a
financlel statement, things
like that.”

Mr. Evans said the associn-
tion Is also looking for people
to help &t Countryside and at
the developmental centre in
Miiton.

"In the case of Countryside,
we're looking for people who
would be buddies to the resl-
dents, who would phone them
and develop a friendship, %o
the resldent would feel free to
phone them with a problem,"
Mr. Evans sald. "“One of the
difficulties the association is
faced with is that when we
provide Lhe service, it puts us
Intoa conflict whenwe are also
supposed to be the watchdog
for the people’s interests.

CALL A FRIEND

“If the residents feel they
have a complaint, they could
call their friend and let them
know whot's going on. It woul-
dn't be much, just a phone call
a week and an outing once and
while with the family.”

Mr. Evans commended the
valunteers who over the past 23
years have formed the back-
borie of the organization and
the programs it runs.

“A tot of what has been
achleved over the past 5 years
has been the result of the
dedicated effort of the volun-
teers and the staff,” Mr. Ev-
ans said. “The burn-out rate
among people dealing with the
relarded [s rather high, but it'a
also very rewarding work. It
broadens the volunteer's hori-
zons. They're receiving a lot
more than they're giving, = lot
of the time."

Mr. Evans said the azsocla-

tion has become more “for-,

ward-looking™ over the past
couple of years.

“The association waa form-
edtomeet an Immediate need,
for facililies to assist school-
aged children,’” he said.

= “We've been more o less

fiying by the seat of our pants,
reacting as a need becomes
known. Now we have a policy
statement, entitled ‘The Asso-
clation in the "50s’, and I think

for the first time we're jooking

forward.

“The thrust of the associa-
tion in the future is to get the
same level of service In the
community fér the retarded as
for Lhe rest of the commumity.
In essence, our purpose is to
provide an environment in
which a mentally hanclicapped
person can reach his or her full
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