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Heavy tratfic [
on our highway |

of the future

Halton Hills councillors are
currently trying to find a middle
ground for the proposed tran-
sformation of Guelph Street
through Georgetown that would
provide a compromise between,
say, Brampton's commercial strip
east of Kennedy Road and
Washington D.C.'s Pennsylvania
Avenue, -

So great are the potential
ramifications of revamping what
has become an integral part of the
Georgetown landscape thalt a
special consultant's study became
necessary, at a final cost of nearly

. $15,000.

We don't think the expenditure
can be challenged, but some of the

- study's findings appear open (o
. questions from ratepayers who
' negotiate Highway 7 on a daily
- basis or belter.

Of greatest concern is the

* consultant's recommendation {o

keep high-density housing in
mind if and when the sprawiing
Dominion Seed House lands bet-
ween Maple and Mountainview
become suddenly financially
threatened and subsequently
vacant. That the huge nursery

+ might someday be burdened by

real property taxes and no longer
farmland is a
possibility that hadn't occurred to
us

" As far as we're concerned, the
Seed House is easily one of

" Georgetown's visual highlights, its
- nursery seasonally scenic and its
- buildings uniguely attractive, Of
. nearly as much im

rtance to local
motorists, the holdings efle:tiweﬁ;

- cut traffic stops and staris in ha
- and any

reduction in vehicular
movement during road-clogged
peak periods is an asset this town

. would feel hard-pressed to give up.

Thus, the suggestion that high-
of the

townhouse variety, is the best type

 of development for those lands if
- they become available in future

alarms us greatly. With the Seed
House parcel turned inte a
residential subdivision, its cars
channelled onto Guelph Street via
one, two or even three sidestreets,
traffic along that stretch of our
main drag would no longer be
simply unbearable, it would be
impossible;
The consultants recornmended
the housing route over another
roposal to cultivate the Seed
ouse property as parkland, We
frankly don't know their reasoning
at this point, but clearly the idea of
preserving the jushness of the area
warrants further consideration. If
indeed the Seed House is destined
to muve on (a questionable enough
pretense), the land's natural
beauty could be enhanced to turn
the area into Georgetown’s cen-
trepiece, 2 showcase of municipal
dedication to recreation and
community activities,
Even apart from the Seed
House issue, the report now before

«council has plenty of questions to

resolve. Ironically, moments after
the report was received by the
planning board last week, a
Erupusa by Cherrytree

evelopments to establish a
Brivale health elub at Guelph and

elrex won tentative support,
contrary to the consultant’s advice.

The report stresses the need for-

more serviced, industrially-zoned
land in Georgetown and warns that
council must strive for some zoning
uniformity along the corridor.
Instead, council appears ready
to rezone industrial land for a
commercial use that does not
neatly fit in with existing establish-
ments near that intersection.
Obviously, there is much more
to the corridor question than
counting traffic lanes, Plntting the
best locations for signal lights and
assembling an orderly
arrangement of pylon signs, All
ratepayers should take an interest;
Georgetown could change
dramatically before their eyes.

Letter from
the Editor

Talking with Nornic Studio directors

Enid Williams and Bev Nicholas this past
week about their upcoming production of
Dear Liar rekindled some of the excile-
ment I share with arts-oriented people in

town concerning the new library-theatre
complex.

For Dear Liar and other prescntal-

ions, Narnic is making the most of the

Krnox Church basement; the situation's

much the same with the Little Theatre at

Sacre Coeur hall and, to a lesser extent,
the Choral Society at 5t John's Church
Apparently, the Holy Cross sancluary is
meore indemand than any other noen-sports
facility in Halton Hills by groups of all
intercsts, with the Holy Cross auditorium
a close second _

As splendid os some of these buildings
are in their limited-use way, this business
of putling on shows in churches and
schools has got to stop, and it's to be hoped
it will stop soon,

It oppears some lown fathers are
hoping for a 1981 start on constructien of
the new aris complex on the Georgetown
library
for all involved groups, I cerlainly hope
Lthere are no delays and that the public as
a whole gets behind the project linancially
and spiritually as quickly and effectively
as some groups already have, most
notably the Rolary.

Enid’'s and Bev's plans for the fulure
give anindication of how grand it all could

be: we ended up tatking not-so-facetiously
about Georgelown os another Niagara-on-

the-Lake with its annual Shaw Thealre

Festival.

The key Is to think of the pew complex
not as simply a “'display case” for existing
but a cenire where
from out of town

can demonstrate thetr talents and enrich
local viewers further in much the same

local groups,
individuals and groups

way as Brampton employs its Lester B,

‘s Church Street grounds. Speaking

Paul Dorsey

| Bring on the arts!

Pearson Theatre,

From that point, local groups can
strive to malch these more proficient
perfortmances on their own.

One factor holding Georgetown back
catertainment-wise is that few cilizens
here are used to secking out amaleur
talent anywhere bul in their own
backyard, Thus, the Little Thealre and
others maintain a limited bul substantial
following while the more accomplished
groups from Brampton, Mississauga,
Toronto and elsewhere are never seen
simply because there is no proper facility
in which they can do their talenis justice.

And this is where Nornle Studio in
particular is leading the “cempetition™ in
terms of bringing in cutside talent of some
stalure. From the “small beginning’™ of
Dear Liar (as we sndd last week), larger
productions will be mounted involving
out-of-lowners many semi-professionals
and professionals ameng lhem,

Nornic and the Halton HHls Arts
Council are currently negoliatling to bring
some substantial talents to Georgetown,
but must keep their plans moditied,
nlmost low-key as it were, for lack of a
proper facility. Where, for example, do
youd present a maojor Canadian opera star
or an enormously experienced actor with
his one-man show? (In focl, their names
cannot be divulged until boaking
problems, including the locolions, are
resoived).

AMeanwhile, cnler Glen Tarlin (as
George Bernard Shaw) and Florence
O'Connor {as his historical foil, Mrs.
Patrick Campbelll, two (ine Bramplon
actors whe will quietly untie
Georgetown's  traditional conservative
anchor with Dwear Liar and let our
imaginalions, along with those of town
councillors hopefully, float creatively out
lo sea.

See you at the show,

Here's one of those

pictures we couldnt let go. Staff

pholographer Lori Taylor's shot of Megan and Colin Duncan
having some fun in the sandbox couldn't make it into last week's
Herald, but cartoonist Greg Landry's busy schedale this week
sllowed us & chance to make good. The Duacan kids were
enjoylng children's activities at Lhe Maple Nursery School's open
house o week ago Salurday. .

Political realities of F-138
support Ottawa’s Quebec deal

By Stewart
MacLeod

Qtlawa Burcan
of Th2 Herald

Having been granted my wish for an
catly decision on the purchase of a new
fighter plane, perhaps 1 should leave well
enough alone. But there is something
decidedly unsettling about thé way
pressure politics entered the picture at the
last moment, leading le a major rejuggl-
ing of figures.

We do, I suppose, have lo [ace
realitics. And one of the current readities
is the fict that Quebec now is embroiled in
a critical referendum debate. Another
reality involves the industrial spin-off
from the. new [fighter-plane program

which, over the next 15 years, may costus .

a whopping $4 billion.

Given these realities, it is difficull to
criticize the government for ensuring that
Quebec, at this critical moment, gels a
fair share of the economic fall-out from
the fighter program, What bolhers me is
that this was allowed to become an
over-riding factor ~ despite wholesale
denials -- and the subject dominated the
decision-making process in the final days.

Seven years have passed since the
povernment first began considering & new
fighter program, and three years have
passed since six aircraft moanufacturers
were invited to submit very elaborale,
very expensive and very detailed
proposals which would include a break-
down of all industrinl spin-offs and all

economic benefits that would flow to the
Canadian aercspace industry. And lwo
years have passed since the submissions
wore reduced to two finalists - General
Dynamics with its single-engine F-16, and
McDonnell Douglas with its twin-engine
F-18. From the beginning, it was beyond
dispute that the military people preferred
ihe F-18 over the F-16. So we can assume
that the economic benefits were the major
bones of contention over the Jast 18 months
0T 50.
) GFFERSREFINED

In that period, both companies refin-
ed, and sweetened, their offers at
enormous costs, The three governments
that held office in that period have been
inundated with representatiens, full-page
newspaper ads were taken out by Lhe
competing companies, and in the view of
onc senior officer, every lnst economie
dollar was squeezed out of the two
{inalists, The declsion-making process
should never have gene on this long, but
with eleclions, procrastinalions and Lhe
like, it extended into the Quebhec
referendum campaign.

And when General Dynamics said
that 50 per cent of its $2.8 billion industrial
benefit package would be spent in Quebec
- and It was a widely-accepted view Lhal
oty seven per cent of the McDonnell
Douglas industrial spin-offs would reach
that province — the resulling lobbying
became intense.

Even Quebec Premier Hene Levesque
scemed to develop o sudden and peculiar
interest in federalism, and he demanded
that the F-16 be selected. "It (s the
absolule right of Quebec to have Its fair
share."

HEAVY LOBBY

The 74-member Quebec Liberal
caucus also began lobbying with an
unprecedented intensity. And I have

before me a copy of a letter written lo
Defence Minister Gilles Lamontagne by
fan Watson, the Llberal MP for
Chateauguay, in which he mounis an
emotional four-page defence for the F-16.
»Even without the politica) argument, the
F-16, on everything 1 have been able to
check, is a country mile ahead,™ he wrote.
“When the political ramifications are
atded, o decision favering the F-18 now
would be scandalous.”

We can assume that Lamontagne was
being battered with this argument from
other Quebece Liberals. In any event, the
government and McDonnell Douglas
officials sat up all night negotiating the
program. And later that day, the choice of
{the F-18 was anncunced, along with the
news that about 47 per ccnt of the
industrial benefits would go to Quebec.™

So many variables are involved it is
difficult to know the full extent of the
last-mlnute changes, but lhey were
extensive enough to bring smiles to the
faces of Quebec's Liberal MPs. "'Sure
some of the change will alfect Ontario,™
gaid MP Jaocques Olivier, "'but we never
complaln about Ontarie’s share of the
automotive industry.”

I disagree. I've heard many
complaints about the aulo industry from
Quebee MPs, but thal's not an issue.

- As mentioned earlier, with the
political realities we face, i isn’t easy (o
be eritical ¢f the government's action.
Perhaps most of us, given the current
situation, would have reached the same
conclusien. Yel, there is something
disquieting about the fact that, after the
thousands of man-hours spent refining
every conceivable detail, that such
massive changes could be made, in
apparent political panic, during one late-
night bargaining session.

If it was this easy, why has a (lnal
decision been postpaned since 19787

Balancing production safety

against ‘zero economic growth’

Queen's Park Bureau
of The llerald

Semewhere loday there works a very
sorry public relations officer who
represented (past tense?} a major
ashestes firm.

During the height of the controversy
here concerning asbestos he was asked to

comment en a stalement by a union

official that 42 employces at an eastern
Metra asbestos plant had died ([rom
asbestos-related diseases.

His response indicatled the number
was “socially-acceptable,” the price thal
had 1o be paid so society would not be
deprived of a valuable industrial product.

leaction on all sides was indignation.

And while for someone in the public
relations business Lo utter such a slate-
ment is incredibly stupid, it highlighls an
unspoken pspect of much current debate
about people’s chances of dying or suffer-
ing disability.

What the public relations officer was

talking about can be summed up in one
word: Risk. :
" Not, mind you, knowing risk, the
gamble kind of risk best exemplified by
people’s refusal to doup their seatbelts, or
by an asbestes company employee who
smokes and doesn't wear a respiralor.

NOT GOOD
Nor are we lalking about neglience or
deliberate ignoring of safety rules by
either a company o its employees, Death
in these cases is not, and no ane could

claim it to be, *'socinlly acceptable.”

But statistical risk, with which we all
live daily.

Any insurance acluary can calculate
to a life how many airline pilols will die in
accidents per million miles of air travel,

- or how many coal miners will die by

accident and disease each year to dig that
fuel.

But no ane can judge which pilots and
which coal miners.

As a society we've labelled these
deaths "socially acceptable,” in that we
know they are bound to happen, and yet in
response we do not ground all aireraft or
stop coal miming.

Wha! is new, however, is the steady
growlthin the last few years in the number
of jobs that some people insist should be
risk-free. -

BILL 70

For example, the most controversial
section of the Occupationa] Health and
Salely Act, Bill 70, passcd last year,
attowed workers in mast occupations {or
the first time to refuse ""unsafe” wark.

{And we won't even lalk about the
other side of the risk-free coin, the
attempt to reduce environmental risk to
zero in cerlaln “'socially unacceptable™
industries like nuclear power and wasle
disposal.)

Yet most of us realize thal nothing in
life involving machinery, which can fail,
or human beings, who can err, I3 capable
of being risk-free. Accidents will happen.
The key is to learn what happened to avoid
repetilion.

Even s0 the risk can be pul down in
black-and-white on paper. Insurance
companies do it all the time, measuring
the risk of one occupation against another.

NOSTEEPLEMACKS

Working with asbestos 1s without
question more dangerous than being &n
office worker, and for disability {although
not death) insurance such empioyees pay
a premium,

But interestingly the risk is consider-
ed much less than if one were a steeple-
jack (who can't get insurance) orf 3

painter {also because of height),

The beard of education carpenter
whose death set off the latest asbestos
controversy was only one of perhaps 80
board employces simllarly exposed to the
subslance, yet none of the others suffered
ill-effecls,

It appears some are more suscepbible
than athers to different diseases.

What seems (o be happening,
however, is a narrowing of the amount of
risk sociely will tolerate, either in general
or to individuals.

As one eritic noled, we then run a new
risk of *'zero defects in products plus zero
pollution plus zero risk on the job™
equalling zere economic growdlh,
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From our files

THIRTY - YEARS AGO--Frederick
William Appleyard, & former resident of
Glen Willioms, died at his home al
Crewson's Corners April 18 In his 86th
yoar.

Mr. Appleyard was born August 9,
1864 at Market Rasen, Lincolnshire,
England. He came to Canada on o salling
ship in 1822 and securcd employment as &
moulder in o foundry located on the site of
the present city hall in Toronto. While
there, he attended the first Canadian
National Exhibition.

Hob Jepson entered his beagle hound,
Kerry's Bugle Girl, in the recenl
Sporlsman’s Show in Toronlo and tock
firsi prize in the novice class. The dog is a
14-monlth-eld female, named for Bob's
young son, Kerry.

Sce the Sin City's wildest days, in the
movie “'Bopdad”, starring Maureen
{'Hara, Paul Christion, Vincent Price and
John Sutton. On Monday night, a watch
{rom Barber's will be wound and started
on our stage. All you have to do is guess at
what time the watch will stop and
Burber's will present the person with the
tlm-'.f:?:;t ruess with o beautiful Bulova wrist
walch.

TWENTY YEARS AGO-A trio of would-
be hurglars wearing crude masks
fashioned f{rom towels made an
unsuccessful attempt on the Meadowglen
Mushroom plant early Thursdaoy morning
after a vicious assaultl on the night
watchmun. According lo police, John
Cornish, 71, of Glen Williams, was walking
through a deorway in o small tool shed
adjoining the plant boiler room when he
was grabbed by one of the men and Lhrown
to the ground, where he was held with his
face in the cinders while the two otlher
men scarched the grounds. The only
things missing are a one-quarter horse-
power moter and o large bar.
Georgetown Police are working with
the Fire Marshal's office around the clock
in a concentrated effort to apprehend the
person or persons responsible for o fire
Sunday night that consumed o number of
coats in the basement of St. John's United
Church. Police Chief Ray Harley said the
culprit entered the room in the downstairs
portion of the church where the garmen's
were stored some time after the service
started and ransacked the coats before
setting them on fire with rolled up paper.

With roads a main item on the
business ogenda, members of Delrex
Ratepayers Assoclation attended a
meeling in Wrigglesworth School
auditorium on Wednesday. The meeting
heard a report by Willlam Carr,
association president, on four questions
submitted by the executive to town council
for answer. Mr. Carr explained that the
ratepayers are caught in the middle of a
difference of opinion between council and
Delrex Developments over specifications
for “graded ond’® gravelled roads™ as
contnined in a 1954 agreement when the
Delrex area was annexed to the town,

With Acton agreeing to a similar
proposal, Cecil Robertson of Glen
Williams will commence his dutles as dog
controller for Georgelown on May 1,
Council on Mondoy ordered preparation of
a bylaw which will inltiate the new
system. It replaces a former arrangement
with the Dakville Humane Sociely.

TEN YEARS AGO-~The dispute between a
number of Esquesing Township residents
and the developers of Golden Harseshoe
Dragway between Georgetown and Acton
will be aired in court. Mr. Justice A.H.
Liel{f of the Ontario Supreme Court has
ordered Jawyers representing both stdes
tuo file the necessary documents so the
case can be heard when the court opens a
sitting at the county courthouse in Milton
May 11.

" The proposed garbage disposal plant
on Highway 25 may be the answer to much
af the gaorbage disposal problem now
facing Halton communitles, according lo
George Kerr, minister of Energy and
Resources. He warned o group of
husinessmen last week ngainst o too hasty
rejection of the iden by Esquesing
Township. He advocated the establishing
of such plants in rural arca to handle the
growing mountains of garbage from
urban areas, which cannot be processed
without causing poliution.”

Every Thursday moarning the Smith
and Stone sirikers fram Local 1421 UAW
fo back ta school. For two hours, they
attend unian education classes held in the
legion Hall. Various members of Lhe
UAW Education Commlitee outline Lhe
history of unlonism and the labor
movement in general. Laber laws,
political action nnd distribution of union
funds arc only a few of the wide-ranging
Lopics discussed. ;

A free skating seasion at the Memorial
Arena Sunday night ended the skating and
hockey season here which started six

‘months age. As soon as the well-altended

skating period was over, srena staff |
started (he operation which will see the
arena Moor stripped of lce some Gme this
week.

(INE YEAR AGO--Hulton reglon’s slower
growth rate, quieter highways and varied
mix of relatively low-priced housing ore
being cridited for making it Increasingly
more competitive with nelghbering Peel
region and Meiro Toronto in terms of
attracting new industry. Halton reglonal
chairman Jack Raltis last week said
Halton offers Industry a balance.
Construction on the first three
houlevard islands on Maln Street planned
for the beautification of downtown
Georgelown won't begin until after the
Pioneer Doys celebrations al the end of
June, members of the Business
Improvement Area were told last week,

Hilda Barrack, whose “'dream home"
on Regional Road 9 {(Five Sideroad)
turned into o nightmare of structural
deficiencics, failéd last week in her flnal
attempl ta win the support of town council.
Council voled 7-2 last Tuesday to follow
the advice of its lawyer and have lhe
59-year-old widow pick up the bill for the
town's $1.000C lo $1,500 f(or court costa
Those costs stem from last moolh's
lawsuit, in which Mrs, Barrack unsuccess-
fuily attempted to have Lhe town pay her
§12,000 in special, general and exemplary -
damages because preliminary inspection:
of her [ive-year-old, custom-bullt home,
by the town's building Inspector, Doug
Sargent, overlooked several serlous
deficiencies. "




