From Sunshine School to ARC Industries

NHAMR celebrates 25 years of assisting the retarded

Learnlng to pour himself a drink without spllling a drop can be a small triumph for a child at
Tinkerbell Nursery, the nursery run by the North Halton Assoclation for the Mentally Relarded.
Motor skills ure just one part of the program at the nursery, which went Into operatlon In 1971,
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By LORI TAYLOR
Herald Stalf Writer

The North Halton Associe-
tion for the Menlally Retarded
will be celebrating its 2sth
anniversary this Saturday
right with o gala dinner at
Milton's Bayrischer Hol.

The association has come
a long way since it began in
1955 a3 the Milton and District
Association for Retarded Chil-
dren. The group’s name chan-
ged in 1960 to the North Halton
Association fer Retarded Chil-
dren, and In 1970, it changed
again to the present name.

The [irst service offered by
the organization involved the
Sunshine Schoal, opened in one
room of the old lown hall in
Milton. The schoal later moved
to Emmanuel Baptist Church,
from there to a converted
garoge and then to ils present
quarters in Hornby. The board
of education bought the school
from the nssoclation in 1969 for
$1 and has taken over Lhe
expense of running it,

From 1%% on, the Sunshing
has expanded, The
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younger children are attending
school at Park Public Schoal in
Georgetown, where they are
integrated with the rest of the
community. The sccondary
school-aged students will be
attending Milton's E.C. Drury
Secondary School.
ADVOCATE'SROLE

Mike Evans, president of the
association told The Herald
this weex that the organiza-
tien's role, now that the board
of education has taken over
programming {or the school,
has become one of an "advo-
cate™.

“We keep an eye on the
programs (o make sure the
retarded children aren't lack-
ing anything,” he said.

The program for the child-
ren includes alphabet and
speech skills, gym, music and
art, “‘oretty much the normal
curriculum, bul geared to their
level,”" Mr. Evans said.

The Tinkerbell Nuwrsery, ane
of the more recent projects of
the association, is for pre-
school children, The nursery,
which was siaried in 1971 by
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Acton’s Jenny Kuiken, teaches
speech and motar sbﬂs and
provides playroem aclivities.

- The children also recelve tollet

the children have one-omn-one
attention, Mr, Evans gaid, and
most of the counsellors are
volunteers. Each child goes to
an assessment centre and a
full program ls drawn up for
the child, based on his particu-
lar needs. The volunleers work
on an on-going basis with one
child, so they are familiar with
that child.

Mr. Evanssaid the commun-
ity has been very helpful ot
Tinkerbell in helplng ocut with
outings where more adull sup-
ervisors are needed, such as
swimming.

The business community has
also helped out, Mr. Evans
said. Bell Canoda has donnted
a daoll through which the coun-
sellor can talk to the child,
instead of trying to reach the
child with direc! communica-
{ion.

*“A lat of the program is to

help briag Lhe child to his full
potential,” Mr. Evans said.
“Tinkerbell has a home pro-
gram where the counsellor
visits the child's home ance o
week Lo help the parents reln-
force what the child 1s learning
at the nursery.”

Children from Tinkerbell
Nursery can go to three differ-
ent places: regular clnsses,
classes for the trainable men-
tally handicapped, and to the
developmental centre for the
severely retarded.

REACH FOTENTIAL

The Halion Developmenlal
Centre opencd in 1976 at E.C.
Drury School in Milton, There
are about 21 people there, from

Oakville and Burlington as
well as north Hallon. The

developmental centre is for
mare severely retarded child-

" ren who can’t attend special

classes.

“The main problem we have '

down there is getting volun-
teers,”” Mr, Evans said. “OI-
ten, we find getting volunteers
for (he nursery is a lot easler
than for older children. T guess

people find it more ﬂiincull lo
relate to these people.”

“Qften, these children will
be confined to wheelchalrs,
and severcly handicopped.
You need a lot of patience. 1
think the key 1o most of the
volunteers at Tinkerbell and
the developmental centre (s
pallence, because the smallest
improvemcnt i3 really a
triumph.”

ADULTCENTRE

The association I3 now hop-
ing to start an adult develop-
mental ¢centre, which it would
fund until the program is
organized and off the ground,
Mr. Evans said. The associa-
tion would then apply lo the
provincial ministry of com-
munily and soclal services to
help fund the program on a
continuing basis. Depending
on the agreement wilth the
ministry, the association
might end up paying 40 per
cent of the cost of running the
renlre.

The adult developmental

Continued on page 11
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“INCUSTOMER RELATIONS"'

Seed House subdivision

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1580

espape"‘ of Halton Hills

advised by consultants

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stall Writer

Dominion Seed House's vast
nursery holdings along Guelph
Street in Georgelown should be
zoned for high-denslty residen-
tla) use rather thon parkland if
any development is to take
place there, according to a
* reporl on the Highway 7 corri-
dor l:nmmisslnncd by town

council.

Released at last Tuesday's
planning board meeting, the
$14 800 report by A.J. Diamond
L.td,, preparcd in collaboration
wilth Barton-Aschman Lid.,
exomined the Secd House
Iands for fulure potential in the
event that property tax revi-
sions force the company's re-
lncatlon

TRAF FIC FATALITY

A Campbellville resldent i3 dead (ollowing a colllsion
botween a car and a truck early Friday morning in Nerval.
William Booker, 25, of R.R.2, Campbellville, was
pronounced dead at Lthe scene of the accident shortly alter
midnight Thursday. The-drivers of the twg cara and the
other four passengers sulfered injuries ranging from broken

bones to internal Injuries,

The truck driven by Peter Laird, 33, of R.R.2, Norval,

was eastbound on High

way 7, while the other vehlcle, driven

by Wayne Young, 27, of Glen Willlams, was castbound. An

off-duty Peel police efficer repor

ted that the truck had been

driving in an erratic for some time before the accident.

Wayne Young was taken to Geergetown and District
Memorial Hospital, where he was treated anj relcascd.
Trevor Window, 24, of Georgelown, was taken (o George-
town hospital and later trensferred te Toronto Western
Hoapilal, where he s in critical condition,

Creig Axford, 23, of Georgetown Is In fair conditlon in
Georgelown hn:EpltnI Arenda Yestadt, 19, of Georgetown, {s
being treated for several broken bones in Peel Memorial
Hespltal. Charles Clark, 22, of Georgetown, Is listed as being
In falr condition at Peel Memorial Hoapltal.

Several major eoncarns em-

erged in the discir sion be-
tween board me ers and
consultants on the _thl-unre-
leased study.

The study was to be released
to the public less than a menth
after being received by the
planning board.

“Qur heads aren'l sr:rcwcd
on cnough to deal with the
study yet,” board chairman
Mike Armstrong commented.
“Before we released it to the
public, we should set aside n
date for anclher meeting a-
mong ourselves.”

Mayor Pete Pomeroy asked
that the study be sent to the
town stafl for review. Clerk-
administrator Ken Richardson
suggested that six wecks
would be adequate time.

Moyor Pomeroy told the
board he is very satisfied with
the study but queslions the
towrt's ability te implement-its

recommendations because of
the cost involved.

“It will cost millions to
implement this plan and I
don't think it con be borme by
the taxpayers that are here
now,"' the mayor commented.
"We've gol 1o see how we're
going to pay for il. Implement-
ing this plan is going to cntail
making some powerf{ul politic-
al decisions,"

SOME FUNDING

Consultant Jack DEiamond
suggested that the capital
maintenance budgel could pro-
vide funds for some of the
sludy's recommendations.

“If you nccept the overall
structure of the plan then you
will have an averall principle
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The weather has been periect these past few days for everyone to get outside and dust off

the winter cobwebs. Paul Kelman and Carl Blight couldn't agree mare, as they got {n some work
boards. The nextl couple of days are expected (o be just as nice,

on Hhate " { Herald photo by Mark Clalrmont)

tafollow," he said. “You won't
be doing things piecemeal, as
you are now.”

“We realize that the Sced
House properties are a sensi-
tive issue in this town and the
present owners are very con-
tent where they are. However,
thai may change if the proper-
ties are laxed at their real
market value, rather than as
agriculiural land, ns they are
now. That may force them to
mave lo another location.”

“1don’t think the Seed House
properties can be taxed ot real
market value,” Mayor Pome-

roy told The Herald. “*Market .

assessment is essentinlly used
{for residential and commer-
ciol land The Seed House
properties have always been
zoned us agriculture and as
lang as they produce agricul-
tural products, I can’t see that
changing.”

Seed House owner Margaret
Harding told The Herald that
the firm “has no intentions of
moving' its operation, -

Seed House general manng-
er Willlam Kay declined to
comment en the study’'s re-
commendaltion, but termed the
{indings "'presumptuous’’.

“] think the study is very
good, but there |3 no woy you'll
s¢e those properties used for

anything else," Coun. Arm-

sirong asserted.

Other problems dealt with in
the study were the commun-
ity's present lack of industrial
land and the development of
commercial areas along the
highway.

LOOK SERIOUSLY

"You have to look seriously
at the jand zoned for industrial
and make sure that you don’t
ict commercial things creep
in,”” Mr, Diamond sald. "“The
town at the moment {s some
18¢ acres short of Industrial
land."

Overall, Mr. Diamond sald
he {elt that the highway at the
present Uime tends lo dominate
the scene due a shortage of
[ondscaping along its side and
any future work done on the
area surrounding it should be
done with an eye towards
beautifying it.

Of major concern to the
consultants was a town plan 1o
consolidate all its civic focili-
ties in one arca along the
highway.

“You have to be careful if
you do this because in reality
you are signalling that this is
the town's centre,” consullant
Marilyn McKelvey told the
board. “You could very well
gignal the end to your down-
town arca and that would be
very poor {or the lown as your
downtown s unique."’

While most councillors ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
study, Roy Boolh felt that
much of what was recommen-
ded would be very cosUy.

Mr. Diamond suggested that
much of the beautification
could be done by business
associations similar to that of
thé downtown merchants, who
pay an extra levy on their
Laxes. |

“The downtown merchants
had Lo pay for their own study
for beaytification,”” Coun.
Booth said. I wonder how
they're going to leel about
other grganizations having this
$14,800 study done for them at
Lhe taxpayer's expense.’”
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"NATIVE DANCERS HAVE CENTRE

Weaving through a tunnel of ralsed arms, Mi-Zib-I-Zeens,
betler known as Richard Lyons, broughl his Ojlbwny Indlan
dance lroupe to the Cedarvale cominunlty centre Friday night
for a stirring display of native songs and dances. Born in Fort
Francls, Ontarlo, and a teacher at Thunder Bay's Lakehead

Unlversity, Mr.,

[Lyans and his [lamlly demonstraled the

signiflicance of bative rilunl for a large and appreciative
audience inviled to the event by the Halton s Public Library
Board. Mr, Lyons persuaded many audience members to join
him for a dance routine that borrowed on his 34 years® experience
with the traditlonal cultural art form.

(Herald phota by Paul Dorsey)

Whew! Halton Hills taxes

increase least in region: 8%

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stalf Wrlter

Compared (o their Millon
neighbors, who face tax in-
creases of up 1o 20 per cent this
year, Halton Hills taxpayers
will have a relatively easy
1980. .

Mifl rate increases in
Georgetown, Aclon and Es-
quesing will be 7.81 per cent,
7.5 per cent and 6.9 per cent,
respectively.

These figures, released Mon-
day by Maycr Pele Pomeroy
and town treasurer Ray King,

=1

take into account all munici-
pal, regional and educalion
taxes. The increases are not
final, however, according to
Mr. King.

"0n Friday, we received a
letter from the province saying
there may be a change in
format for assessing our re-
gpiomal levy,” he ::plained.
“They are currently looking at
other equalization factors that
would affect the final Iev:.r
They won't goup, but thereis n
¢hance the mill rate will go
down slightly.”

L]

"It's gl very well and fine to
talk about percentages and the
mill rate,”” Mayor Pomeroy
gald, "but what the sverage
citizen wants to know I8 how
much extra he is going (o pay
in dollars and ceants.”

A general breakdown for
Georgetown Is as follows, bas.
ed on an average home r5sess-
ment of §5,638.

Fer general town purposes
and urban area services, taxes
will amoun! lo $222.08, an in-
crease ¢l v.3 per cent over the
$209.06 paid in 1979,

The regional levy wil rise
this year by §1.53 Lo $69.35, for

ariseof 2.2 per cenl over 197%'s
$57.82. However, this does not
include a conservalion levy for
capital projects such as the
paper mill dom sluice gates

and dredging in the Credit
Hiver. That could add as much

as $4.90 (o the average tax bill.
EDUCATION UP

Tolal education costs for the

year will rise {n $47.09 from

last year's $320.46, n Jump of

Contlnued on page 2
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