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By LORITAYLOR
Herald Slalf Wriler
Neil Willlams' grade 8 teach-
er once fold his parents he
didn't have a creative bone in
his body, but Neil had the Last
laugh recently when he sald
coe of his sclence fiction stor-
les to Warner Brothers as
basis for a movie. :

Nell, 21, 12 ailending York
University, where he plans to
major in English and creative

. writing, with the poasibility of

golng on for a Master's

in journalism. But his avoca-
tion s writing science fiction
stories,

"'"Whenever [ write for plea-
sure, |I's science flction,” Neil
sald. ""Whenever | have to do
an assignment, 1 have {o write

whal they azsign. Wheo [ was
in grade 8, my teacher told me

‘and my parents that I didn't

have & creative bone In my
body. All the assignmenta
were about to write a story.
about a hockey player, a horse
or something.

“Ihad friends who also liked
writing science [ction, who
twisted the story assignments
to science flction, but [ pever
thought of that.”"

Nell sald he'd began writing
science flction stories when he
wat in grade seven, writing
what he called space operas,
like “Cattlecar Galactica, or
Ponderoaa In Space”, as he
described the television pro-
gram Battlestar Galactica,

“My grade 8 teacher caught
me writing some science fic-
tion in class one day and
conflscated my notebook with
my story ideas init,"” Netl sald.

"He kept It for two days, and
called me in one afternoon to
ask my why I couldn't write
like that in my assignments for
schoal,"

., Neil’s sale of one of his
storiea to Warner Brothers
came, as he dexcribed it, by a
great stroke of Juck”.

8F BOOM

“There was a bopm In
scierce fiction at the time, and
a lot of interest in it because of
the success of Star Wara,'' Neil
said. ""Normally [ wouldn't
have had a chance, since |
don't have an agent.”

The sale of the story o
Warner Brothers had its be-
ginnings in 1977, when Neil saw
the movie *Slarship Inva-
giona™, which was produced by
Warner Brothers,

"On the way home, 1 was
cursing about this rip-off mo-
vie, and saying to myself, ‘1
can do better than that',"" Neil
sald. "I went out and bashed
oul & 300-ward story premise
which I sent off 1o Warner
Brothers with & naaty lelter
telling them their movie was
rubbish."”

“I bheard from them “two
months later when they sent
me & cheque for $1,000 and a
lelter, which sald they would
like Lo meet me at their oflice
ln Toronto,” Nell said. “So I
promply cashed the cheque
ard put it in the bank,"”

Warner Brothers itold Nedl
they wanted some technical
advice, and said ona of thelr
writers would be doing a script
based on the story premise.

“An of that summer, Warner
Brelhers were planning to
make a movie based on the

About the Hills
Assertiveness training

The Brampton Women's Centre will be offering a
course in advanced assertiveness training in Georgetown.
The five-week course includes assistance in coplng with
anger and stress, communlcating feelings and setting
pricrities. For more information on the course, call 451-2393

or 456-1943.

Archivist speaks

Lee Brebner, archivist f:‘:ir Peel region, will be guest

speaker at a meeting of the

ing Historical Soclety

April 2] at 8 p.m. Mr, Brebner will explain the for

the eatabl
histerical groups in the

ent of & local archives. Mem

of other

region have been invited to attend
the meeting, which will be held at Knox

Presbyterian

Church in Georgetown. Members of the publlc are also

‘welcome.

Jason Btacey waa oo¢ of the children who tosk
Batarday mocning during the open
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ides. Then in the fall, they

contacied me loget some more
informaticn and sald
would be making the idea into

& leievision series,” Nell sald.

“By that time, they had
changed the idea compietely,
s0 that the only part of Lhe

original idea that was left -
part about the space-’

whs the
ship crashing down to earth,"”
he said. ‘'Then they shelved
the |dea when Gelactica went
down the tubes, and as far a5 [
know, [U's still on the shell.”
MONSTERS KILLED

Neil said he thinks the gener-
al public still thinks of science
fiction as it was [n the 30's, 40's
and 50's, with monsiers who
get killed off at the end of the
film.

Even those in the (iim indus-
try seem to be unaware that
science fiction must have all
the elements of drama, just the
game a8 any other genre, and
can't rely solely on two hours
of apecial effects, he said,

““Things are changing since
Star Wars, though,"” Neil said.
“Although a lot of people in
science fiction have criticlzed
Star Wars, I would rather have
people think sclence fictien is
Star Wars than monsters, At
least they're on the right
track."”

“1f they have a bad idea to
start with, with thesa movies
there's not much a science
fletion writer can do with It to
make it any better by writing a
good script. Star Trek was one
of the few aclence fiction tele-
vision shows that had sclence
fictlon writers deoing the
scriptr,"’

Neil said he first became
interested in science in 1968
with the launching of Apallo 8.
For Christmas that year, his
parents bought him & book
which Lhey thought was sci-
ence fact. The book, "Expedi-
tien to Earth", by Arthur-C.
Clarke, wan actually a science
fiction novel,

" “I'd read some kiddy science

fiction, but I never thought of it
as sclience fiction, just as &
space atory,”" Netl said,

“1 don't know all that much
about science. From the time 1
was elght, until I was about 15,
[ planned to become a scientist
so that helped, because 1 was
studying selences.” .

HARD BLIENCES

Netl safid he doesn't write
many stories featuring what |s
known as ‘“‘hard sclences'':
theae siories feature comput-
ers, rockets and oither techno-
iofy prominently. In “hard
science” atories, the plot often
hinges on a technologicsl trick.
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ndvantage of the play equipment at Maple
bease, Pareota talked (o the teachers at e

srhaol while thelr children cnjoyed ibe sutdoor equipment and the sther sctivities svailable.

E ;

“I steer away [rom stories
Involving hard sclences be-
cause 1 can't keep up wilh
computer technology and
things like that," Nei! sald.
"My stories tend to be about
people, and they concern more
of the soft sclences, like psy-
chology and soclology."

“I don't wrile pearfuture
apace travel stories, because
you have {0 be up oo melhods
of space propulsion,” ho sald.
"1 write sclence flcticn mys-
teries s2t in the near future,
from 1990 fo 2050 or therea-
botita,”

Nell's own reading tastes
include some thriliers, but he
reads moatly aclence fiction.

“For the past five years, I've
been reeding science’ fiction
almost entirely, because I en-
joy it no much, and because
there's 80 much to keep up
with," Neil sald. "Otherwise,
I'd find that a atory 1've
written has already been
d‘m‘li

Asking a writer where he or
ahe gets thelr fdeas from us-
ually leads toa blank stare and
a vague answer. Neil said he
gels ideas from some of the
courses he's taking at univer-
sity. In some cases, he comes
up with a title for & story and
writes a story to it the ttle.

“Most of them I get just
walking, and they just come Lo
me, or I get them from some-
thing I read or see,” he aaid.
“Normally if I'm alone, in a
colfee shop or something, I
have a pad of paper and [ start
doodling, or writing letters o

‘making notes."

WRITE IDEAS

“You have to writs .your
|deas down, because you start
geting several ideas, and you
can't fully develop each one of
them if you doa't write them
down as they come," INell said.
"You “utart forgetting good

Nell said he flods it difficult
to discipline himsslf to sit
down and write a story, if he
knows it’s golng lo be a long
one, and especially If it's a
rewrile. He rarely does re-
writes, unless he has already
submitied it to one of the
sclence fiction magazines and
received a rejection with re-
commended changes which
might make the sltory more
acceplable. The writing pro-
cezs can be easy or difficuit,
depending on the story. -

4 “Once or twice, I've asat

own At the typewriter and oot
known whers 1 was going,”
Nell sald. “I usually don't do a

rough draft because my typing
Is so slow that I have p{mtgn!

‘Students home
from Paris--page 25
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time 1o think of whal's coming
ahead."

Neil makes notes {or most of
his atories, outlining charact-
ers and deslgning [ocations.

“The longer I put off a stary,
the more notes 1 write,”” he
sald. “With the mystery stor-
ies I have to have notes. I
figure out ‘whodunnii’, why
and a general idea of how It's
supposed to go in the middle.”

“1 usually get what I want
the firat time ] write it," Neil
sald. “If I don't get what I
want, I send it out anyway, and
il it gels rejected by one of the
big three magazines, I may
change some parts.”

Nell sends his stories out to
five dilferent magarines, the
chaice of which magazine for
which story depending on the
type of story he has writlen.
The five major science fiction
magazines are [saac Asimov's
Science Fiction magarine,
Isaac Asimov's Sclence Fie-
Hon Advenlure magarine, An-
alog, ‘Amazing, and Fantasy
and Sclence Fiction.

QUITE PLEASBED

“I'm quite pleased with my
progress in Lhe past three
years,” Nell said. '"*Three
years sgo, I got to the t
where my status had Mﬁdﬂ
to getting rejection slips from
the magazines with notes from
Lthe editor on the back, telling
me what was wrong."

The price for stories in sci-
ence fiction magazines nowa-
days varies from magazine to
magatine. At Isanc Asimov's
magazines, slorles up to 7,000
words pay five cents a word,
Between 7,000 and 11,000

words, the prices Is $250 to
$300, and from 12,000 to 14,500,
the price is three cents a word.,

Nell doesn’t write sclence
fiction stories for the money,
however, :

“Idoil for enjoyment, but in
:ﬂ'ﬁéﬂ}". I feel 1 have to," Neil

Mock disaster
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Bad movie leads Neil to write hls own

Cancer can, must be beaten
local society president says

. By LORI TAYLOR
Herald Stell Writer
With statiatics indicating
that one perzon in three will
contract some form of cancer
during (heir lifetime, ‘'you
realize that you have to do
something to help beat this
digease " says Barb Skinner,

ident of the elown
anch of the Canadian Cancer
Sociely.

“The Cancer Society Is dif-
ferent from many organiza-
tions, because there are ol
ways patients wha need Lhe
services we provide,” she told
The Herald this week.

Aprll is Cancer Monlh, and

the goal in Halton Hills |a to
raise $33000. Of that swum,
almost $7,000 will stay in this
community (o be used for
services Lo pallents.

Mra. Skinner has been preal-
dent of the local branch of the
cancer soclety for (ive years.
She {irst became involved a-
bout nine years ago when a
riend asked her to canvass the
slreet on which she Hved. As a
favoar to another {riend, June
Magruson, she took over the
poeition of campaign chair
man, a potltion about which “'I
knew absolu nothing, but
they sent ml:]rlu the annua)
convention in Toronto for cam-
paign chairmen, where you
kearn all about L.

Anne French was president
of the society at the time, and
she asked Mry. Skinper to Lake
the position of vice-president.
Mrs. Skinner s ted ihe
position, “and wi e

| Mrn.Sklnmruidu:cﬂrf

first responsibililies a3 presi-

a
]

agent was to find people to work
as volunteers with the society.
At the time ahe became presi-
dent, there were only four
people on the executive.
“We've always had a short-
age of volunteers,"" Mrs, Skio-
ner sald. ":t;:jiﬂ.:t R m:!urht
getting ou peopie,
cause the people around here
are very generous about belp-
ing out if you ask them."
NURSE'S WORK
“"You're actually d work
likke the Vietorian of

‘Nurses when [t comes toazsisi-

ing patlents,” Mrs. Skinner
said. “It's not really much like
volunteer work. I guess that's
why {{'s s0 bard to get volun-
teers. You teli Lthern about the
work that's invalved and you
scare the hell cul of them.™
Among the services to pa-
lients provided by the cancer
society are transportation to
Princess Margaret Hospital
for treatment, dresaiogs, mas-
tectomy visiting, and for pa-
tienis in fina need, pain-

relieving drugs, bome nursing
and can be

vided at 0o coat 1o the patient,

Mrs. Skinner sald she
doesn’t get discouraged about
the hard work, but she does
feel frustrated because people
are unaware of the services
the capcer soclety offers and
do without them.

“1 get frustrated because 1
don't think we're getting (o all
the cancer patients,” she zaid.
“Patients don't have to be
They can call the fice if thes

can ce
have a peed."’
“I know lhere arec a lol of

| services we ofler, and we're

not getting all the patients,”

she continued. “For example,
we provide nursing care and
hospital equipment for termi-
nally ill patients who want to
die at home."'

“l think we've dooe well
geiting to the number of pa-
tients we've had,” Mrs. Skin-
ner sald,

The cancer society Is
dtperdmtmlhuunmlw mﬂ
long fund-raising campaign,
Mrs. Skinner said. _

“You have to make pecple
realize that there {3 no other
financial support for this or-
ganization,’” she sald. “I un-
derstand we belonged to the
United Way once, but when
they divided up the funds
among the different organiza-
tons, it just wasa't enough for
all our programs.”

MAKE BEQUESTS

Mrs. Skinner pointed out

that many peopie who make in

memoriamn begquests don't
make donations to the caovas-
sers when they call around
She said the in memoriam
donations are usuatly in lieu of
money which w be spent
on (lowers, and aren’t really
he same thing as making a
donation when the canvasser
cails,

Mrs. Skinner is lea the
mdtfl:}‘ tm’ !w; .H."‘
ry Ellen Bridge will be sssum-
Elh:! tion. As she looked

on her years as president,
Mrs, Skioner said that Ihe
opening of the um:grwfw the
cCAncer Bociely on
Street was nr:; of hﬂmmﬂn
accomplishments. With the of-
fice and being oo & 34-houra-
day answering service, pa-
tients can alw conlact the
sociely, she said.
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Anothe: accomplishment
she ls proud of is of having
been able to draw together a
“truly devoled apd llented
execulive’. .

“I pever have Lo worry about
my branch,” Mrs. Skinner
sald. "“They perform very well,

“There's & little something
for everyone to do. U people
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only have two or three hours a
week, they can be stand-by
canvassers in case someons
has to0 drop out at the last

minufe, or they can sell knit-

ting, or do some knitting. The
girls even drop Lhe wool off at
the door for ihe knilters.”

Continaed on page 7]
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