 Traditions of marriage

“the Colonial

In Medieval times, the
bride and bridegroom kissed
over a plie of small cakes.
When an enterprising baker
declded to mass all the cakes
together and spread frosting
over them, Lhe modern tiered
wedding cake was born,

The practice of tosaing the
bouguet originated during
period in
American history when the
bridal party seized the
newlywed's slockings and
tossed them over their
shoulders at the bride and
ﬁnzom . the [irst ones to hit

target, ushers alming for
the groom and bridesmaids
aiming for the bride, the next
to be married.

And, with the Victorian era
was born the white wedding
gown,'a symbeal of purity.

Marriage has survived
through the ages and, along
with it, tradition. Although
the customs, rituals and
belicls aossoclated with

marriage and the wedding
ceremony have been allered
and updaled, they are stlil a
part of the modem-day
wedding.

Courtships, engagement
rings, flowers, glits, the act
of “'giving away the bride",
the exchange of vows and
wedding nds, and the
honeymoon &ll define this
vrite of passage’.

from the days of the
Romans, traditions have
been handed down, changing
along the way as they are
reinterpreted by people.

The institution of the

famlly was once thought of
as a liaison [ormed for
political, economic and
emotional security. The
partnership was often pre-
arranged, witheach member
taking on clearly defined
duties. | .

Today, couples enter into
marriage based on love. The
roles of busband and wife are

not as cul and dry as they
were jn the past - partners
grow individually as well as
together.

Although the original
meanings of certain rituals
have gone by Lhe wayslde,
the rites remain.

We no longer believe, as
did the citizens during the
Middle Ages, thata veln runs
from the ring finger to the
heart, However, it is on this
{inger Lhat the wedding band
is still placed. '

The Romans also believed

. that the goddess Juno hless-

cd thase married in June.
Todny, the month of June is
sti)l the most popular month
in which to be wed.

And, everyone gathers
together, dressed in speclal
clothes, to wish good luck
and happiness to the new
couple.

There 15 something
special, sacred, about an
action or bellel that has

| LOVE YOU

In 1477, so the story goes, Emperor Maximililan did ‘somathing &
{ittie different, he presented his bride fo be with a diamond ring as a

- foken of his atfection.

If Max where here today he would shake his head in wonder at how
his beautiful gesture has evolved.
You're in Love, just as Max a3 in love and the time for a diamond is
now, a dlamond from McNamara Jawellers.

~ McNAMARA

~ JEWELLERS

| 51 Main St. 5.
Chargex/Visa Welcomed

877-2481

Serving Georgetown for over 30 r&m
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Original gift ideas
Noed some original gift ideas?
If possible, find out the color and decorating

preferences of the couple and select a wall hanging or
painting that complements their taste.

Give a planter or hanging basket in an interesting
macrame weave, made from various types of ropes anl
cords. Fill the basket with a plant or a bouqguet of flowers,
- Champagne buckets, wine decanters, desser:
dishes, bases and cheese boards are more traditional gifta
yet items that are not commonly part of » newly
put-together household - they are lwxurious for the
twosome just starting out.

Hobbyists will appreciate any addition to their
favorite pastime, such as the latest in camping gear,
sailing equipment or a weekend of skilng.

survived since Lhe days of
Caesar, passed from
generation to generation by
young, old, rich and poor.
Although recent years
have shown a return t0
tradillon, the future will
inevitably bring further
change as couples write their
Owh vOws,

-~

“‘No one ever
regretted buying
Quality!"’
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And quality is one word that has been synonymous
with Robert Gougeon Furniture since the time it was
founded.

. Today Brides & Grooms appreciate quality as their
parents and grand parents did and they know that if
it comes from Gougeon’s it must be quality to meet

_the high standards for which they are so well known
for. A piece of quality furniture is a lasting item which
will be remembered long after the price has been

forgotten. :
If you are contemplating a furniture purchase in the
near future, we will gladly give you expert advice.
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