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Mark
Clairmont

Sports Editor

Warm and sunny

for Blue Jay Mosquitos to meet Blizzards

“opener?

With the unusual winter weather we experienced
this winter it is‘as refreshing as a slap of fresh spring air in
the face to know that the fourth home season opener for the
Amecerican thaseball) League's Toromio Blue Jays will be
without the cald and snow of previous anes,

I renember the first big league ball game in Toronto’
three years ago. |1 was there, It was a cold snowy blistery
day, more gramatically appropriate for the opener of the
soccer’s Blizzard leam.

The Jays were playing the Chicago White Sox,
ironically ennugh, Bascball Commissioner Bowie Kuhn
and American Leapgue President Lee McPhail were there
and over 40,000 new fans.

My father, Hugh, who has been a baseball nut all of

. his life dating back to the old Torenta Maple Leals of the

Internatlional League, when it operated out ef Maple Leaf
Stadium, took me down, He used toskip schoel to atiend all
those openers. 1 had been 1o anly one ether major league
ball pame before. That too was with him at the Maple Leaf
siadium, befere they tore it down a few years back,

HISTORIC SPORTS DAY

[Down ot the field level,
before that historic Toropto
sports day in 1977, there were
hundreds of cold people. The
50 plus American players

and management Yrom the |

two {eams just back from the
sunny climes of the 1.5, were
busily geiting ready for
anolher home opener while
still trying to lawgh off the
conditions which they were
probably praying would not

be the norm here in coming

VLIS,

There were snowball games and players using
catchers’ knee pads for skis ond bats for polls as they skied
acrnss the snowcovered astro-turf.

I was getting a f{restbitten fore-finger Llaking
piclures while my father, wrapped in a 70-pound buffalo
skin contl was getting bear hugs from the players,

I was such an enjoyable day, especially with the
Javs winning, despite the weather, That day | became a
dedicated baseball fan. Up to then 1 had played and loved
softhall, since in the small town of Gravenhurst where 1
was born, raised and may die, Bardball was not the game.

Sa Lthis Monday 'l be there to keep up what has now
beenme a spring ambition for me.

The Jays will be playing against the Milwalkee
Brewers, a team | have seen but once since they started
eoming to town, They are a good team and should prove to
b o {ormiidable opponent for the Toronto team.

REGGIE JACKSON

| have scen many of the teams, including the World
series champs, the New York Yankees at Exhibition
stadium, Normally when | go [ stand down an the field just
off first or third base in the press pholographers’ dugout,
where the action is ¢loser and faster. This is nex{ to Lhe
plavers’ dugoul. It is like being behind the Toronto MI:E!E
Leaf hockey bench. Ta see Reggie Jackson walk by wilhin
a {ew [eel is o baseball fan's thrill. 1t is even beller being
able togo inte the club house alter {o interview the players.

Occasionally T will {ollow the team to Detroit to
reporl on them, A few years ago I saw them play a couple
of games Lhere. The second game I saw Mark Fideych (the
Bird) pitch

Sucl 18 the life of & sport writer. That is how I intend
{o be ghle to let our readers [ollow the Jays, through my

. personal insight, that does not come in the regular Toronto

dailies.

Here issome exciting news
to begin - Georgelown vs
Acton at Mesquito level, pre-
¢ccdes the Toronto Blizzard vs
Washington, Nerth Amerl-
can Soccer League match at
Exhibition stadium on Sun-
day, April 27. The leams will
he preseated to the players
and act as ball persons dur-
tng the 'big' gome.

For the Mlrst time, we wil)
present o "Player of the
Weck" award throughout the
season, with & couple of
Blizzard ickeis thrown in {or
pood measure. Regreliably
this 18 the weekend of the
Guelph tournament and our
competitive teams are in
actien cn the Saturday ond
Sunday, except minor atomn
and senior girls, and will not
be anle Lo go.

I would like Lo see a (ew
Blizzard visits on a club
basis. In August the Blizzard
are conductling a clinic in
Georgelown, the day before a
league game in Toronto, and
we are promised o few of the
first team that day. We are
also trying to have the re-
serve lcam down to play the
Senior Falcons!

REGISTRATION

We have over 830 registra-
tions for the coming season
which is very healthy. There
are fewer boys and mote
girls; with a fair number
showing inferest in the over
18 ladies fun section. We will
be drafting the teams during
the last week in April, with
boot exchange and jacket
sale on 19th and 26th April.

.. Sadly, there is a major

problerm in orgonizing the
girls league. One of last
year's partner ¢lubs is prov-
ing difficult in clearing their
portion of the running ¢xpen-
ditures. This matter is to be
pursued at a higher leverl
and il appears we may be
without some of the competi-
tion of lasl year,

ASST, COACH WANTED

Mini soccer organization is
underway, with two Ballina-
fad leams coming in. We can
accomodaie all 85 registercd
players; we have room for
more players. Dave Mnon-
ning, the mini organizer re-
quires coaching assistance
and can be reached at 877-

Weekend TV shows have
an abundance of soccer these
days, a vast change over
prior years. One channeisald
this was a new ern, and it is
fitling that locally we intro-

duve mlni-soccer, coaching -

and referee clinics, Inter-
club compelition and main-
tain the girls soccer,
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you'll like the way

Our executive Lthls season:
President - Alex Tough, se-
cretary - Phil Winer, 988,
treasurer - Dave Manning
8874, . registrar - Colin and
Junc Wilde 2554, competitive
teams - Pat Johnston 1259,
girls teams - Jean Belshaw
8353, ladies teams - Des

Erwin G 8263, relerecs -
Elaine trand 8353, senior

boys - Courtney Warner 4642,

Future dales - BHoat Ex-
change April 19and 26; Draft
April 21-25; Referee Clinlc
May 4 and 11; Opening Day
and Dance May 24.

Rafferty 7803, equipment - See you around, folks,

Wrestlers from  across
Central Ontario will be try-
ing to upset the 30 hosts of Lhe
Centennial Invitational, who
have won the meet the past
six of the seven years it has
been held. Action goes all
day and is free,

GOODFYEAR

Eagle Radial

A new standard in
radial tire performance

Goodyear's Eagle Radial s a luxury lire [hat delivers exlra
lonqg mileage, a smooth quiel ride and excellen! traction.
Flexten cord balts make the difference. Thay're made from
Aramid, a man made fibre that 15, pound for pound.

' . n
stronger than steel We know — 9445
FROM each

your car ndes
on Goodyear Eagle Radials.
A-78-14 Whigwal

GEORGETOWN TIRE SALES LTD. PAPI97Y/Yia 72 Y;.

877-1535

NEVER WAX YOUR CAR AGAIN'° |, b 4 4

WITH

" PRESERVE YOUR /A

y ONE PRESERVE-A-SHINE TREATMENT W/CaR'S APPEARANCE

RELIABLE AUTO CLEANING LTD. 4
CHRIS BYDEVAATLE
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