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Bryan’s a ‘“Sensation’ on the jazz scene

By STEPUEN FROST
Herald Stalf Writer

"“Dixieland jarz is really a
cheap term for what we play,”
anys Hryan Day. "I prefer to
call it traditional or New Or-
leans jarz."

Bryan, a long term resident
of Georgetown, is presently
-playing with the Sensalion
Jazz Band as a bass player.
His musical career, however,
is not really grounded in jozz,
but in good cld-fashioned rock
and roll,

"1 started playlng guitar
when [ was 12 years old. 1
sludied with the Ontario Con-
servatory of Music when it was
located abave the ¢ld Colton
Brothers stere gn the Main

streel. After a year [ quit,

because they didn't teach any
chords and [ was beginning to
play more innovatlve things,”
Bryan sald. ‘'Gene Rocher of
the old Deadbeals taught me
for a while untll he was invely-

ed in o car accidenl. By the

time he recovered ond got
atround {o secing me again, he
felt thal | had progressed past

the Puint where he could help
Bryan sal.

Bryan n playing in his
first hand at the tender age of
14, in grade eight. [l.was called
and Jay-Mates and Bryan
claims that "nobody will re-
member It

**The lirst band that | played
in and thal was popular around
lown was Montana Rock,"”
Bryan said. “‘We actually
made money at it, which was
something new for all of us."

Today one of Bryan's main
interests musically is singing.
This arese from a time when
he played in a folk group at Lhe

high school Lhat featured Jorge
Lasso and Brysn playing a-
coustic guitars and singing and

. Pete McCormick, and Colleen

and Donna Burns doing strict-
Iy vocals.

“We got together just lo
have a good time. It wnssucha
non-serious thing and every-
thing just seemed to {all to-
gether,' Hryan says.

The group entered two folk
competitions and won them
both: the Kawartha Folk Fes-
lival and Folk One in George-
lown. -

*"At the Kawartha's, we
learned the song that won lor
us, “Scarborough Fair”, by
Stmon and Garfunkel, the day
before the festival,'” Bryan
claims. At Folk One we lear-
ned "Tell It A" by Kenny
Rogers and the First Edition,
the same day of the compell-
tion. That evening was one of
the biggest thrills of my musi-
cal career."

The band, which never did
have & name, was very popu-
lar around town and played in
the Mariposa Preview and ol
the Whistle Stop, a folk ¢lub In
Torenlo,

“Looking back on it now, I
wish the group had stayed
together because I really be-
lieve that we could have gone
somewhere. Besides, it com-
bined two aspects of music I
really enjoy, singing and rhy-
thm guitar,” Bryan says,

Perhaps the most well
known local band that Bryan
has been in is Station House,

The band {tsell went through
many changes over the years
especially aflter Gig Hillock, its
founder, lefl to study at Berk-
ley School of Music in Boston,

Annual savings $1,500

The hand’s final mix consis-

ted of John Wilcox, Kevin
DeRoo, Bruce Gregg in Lhe
brass seclion, Bryan on bass
wuilar, Brent Barkhouse on
lead guitar, Larry Thompson
on the keyboards, Larry Fraz-
er a3 vocalist and Pete McCor-
mick az the percussiontst,

“We gol (ogether [nr a
fricnd's wedding after Lhe
group had broken up for o
while. We had so much fun that
we stayed together for quite
some time afler that,”" Bryan
3aYs.

Station House was not only
popular in town, but out of
town as well, The band played
a number of engagements in
Toronto, Oakville and Waler-
loo. As well a3 playing, they
did a number of recordings at
studios in Toraento. One song
fans of the group will remem-
ber is an up tempo version of
the Beatles song “Blackbird™,

Bryan himself has aiso gone
a loi of background vocals [ar
different musictans in the city,

Even thaugh his main' Inter-
est lies in vocals, Bryan is
presently devoling his consl.
deroble energies towards mak-
ing the Sensation Jazz Band a
BUCCESS.

Bryan became involved with
the band at the last Ploneer
Days in town. Brian Gravel
dropped by Union Gas where
he works and asked him il he
could fill in on bass. He's been
playing with them ever since.

"Playing bass In a jazz band
Is quite a bil different then

_playing bass in = rock and roll

band. Your [ingers are always
moving. It's really hard on the
fingers at first,' he says,

The band plays at the Lan-

caster House every Salurday
from: 4 to 7 p.m. and have bulll
up a great following.

The Lancaster is one of
Kitchener's older hotels and
exudes almosphere in large
uantities. The band plays in

e upper part of the hotel,
which is [oshioned after o
seaside pub. With the jazz
band playing ond the whole
room moving wilth stomplng
feel, n tron might well
imagine that he is on a ship in
the harbor of New Orleans,

*1 came in here by accident
one Saturday, suw this band
lay, and I've been coming

ack eversince,” snys one [an.
“¥You have to gel herent 3 p.m.
to get a decent seat on most
weekends.

“When we [irst started the
crowds were minimal, In three
weeks, we wenl (o a staoding-
room-oply capacity. [ have
never played in a band that has
been accepted so fast,'” Bryon
Says.

The band will be playing
with two other Canadinon-based
jazz bands, the Climax Jazz
Band and the Stiver Leal Jazz
Band, oboard the Trillium on
Lake Ontario Junc 21,

“We've got 140 people busing
from Kitchener to attend,”’ he
5AYS.

“0One thing that you'd notice
about our fans is that they are

all ages and cveryone has o

good time. Because jazz s
played with a minimum of
amplificatlon we very rarely
get any complaints about be-
Ing too leud,” Bryan says.
“Thal's something people like
in a band; being able to talk
over the music.”

™. o

Generating energy and fun,

on banjo, Gary Brelthaupl on drums and trombonist Len Gosllng.
{Herald photo by Slephen Frost)

The Lancaster hotel In Kiltchener i3 packed sclid with
_patrons every Saturday between four and seven p.m. The reason
» The Sensation Jazz Band. Georgetown natlve Brysn Day Is bass
gultar player in the band which plays New Orleans oriented Jnzz.

‘Actonian harnesses the wmd

- Collieries and choirs
entertain on Welsh tour

EDITOR'S NOTE: Engid
Williams, The Herald's Halton
Hilis Arts Councll columalst,
recenily returned from m short
holiday in Wales, where she
allended many arts-orlented
productions and perform-
Ances.

By ENID WILLIAMS

Greetings from South Wales,
From Newport lo Brynmawr,
we viewed a typical mining
valley with the Ebbw River
running red (rom the steel
works at Ebbwvale down to
Risca village, onlhe way (o the
sca. Risca al one time had two
collieries in eperation, one
pamed after the village and
the other “Nine Mile Point”,
both now defunct.

Whuregs Lhe collieries of this
village are nod alive, music is
very much vibrant, as display-
ed hy Lthe Risca male voice
choir, inconcert with the Band
of the Welsh Guards., This
week will long be remembered
and treasured as an exciling
delight, by this wriler.

The Risca male voice choir
boasls 64 volces, The choral
members were altered in royal
blue dress suils, while shirt
and hlack how tie. They were
an example of disciplined
concert decorum. The high-
lights of the choir's perform-
ance being diclion, blend,
expression (hwyl, in Welsh)
and versalile dynamics,
magnilied the chora! rendi-
tions to an illuminated,
lustrous performance.

Initially, members of the
Welsh Guards are soldiers, but
they also have the opportunity
1o allend the Royal Academy
of Military Music, where they
develop muzical skills and are
chosen to be & member of the
band. The discipline, courteay
to one anolher and manly
demeanor was observed as
well as the pride Un being a
member of the Welsh Guards,

The Welsh Guards will be
trooping the colors at
Buckingham Palace starting
April 14 this year. They have

}

been informed that next year,
i the manth of June, Her
Royal Highness Queen
Elizabeth  will present the
Welsh Guards with new colors,
This military band has
compleled aclive service as
saldivrs in Northern [reland
amid are home now, looking
very prateful, Twice a year,
while at hame in Wales, the
Welsh Guards band tours Lhe
schoals in thix country, giving
converls for the young,

Looking very smart in red
tunics, adorned with braid and
braxs bhuttons tegether with
navy serpe lrousers, the band
of Welsh Guards opened the
progranime of music at Hisea
feisure centre with “Journey
to Rheims™, hy Hossini, which
wis majuestic. The woodwinds
wore mivlodious and the brass
used some seldl touches never
overshadowing the wondwinds
as thi hund built 1o a powerful
creseenda, A selection from
the “King and [' followed,
which was light, refreshing
und tuneful through the
mediey, A soloe on flule in
“March of Lhe Siamcese
Children™ was rendered by an
mutstanding young musician,

During the playing of “Hello
Young lLavers™, we woere
treated to a heautiful solo on
clarinetl wilh the bund support-
ing with sensilive expressinn,

A member of the hand came
forward ond played a solo
rendition of 1 Love You 5o
for hid cighly-yeuar-old molher
who had nevier heard her son
play in the band since he joined
the Army. He- played wilh
great feeling und the audience
was lilled wilh emotion a3 he
completed the Iribute to his
mother,

A fun-loving interpretation
of "Funicula Funicula™ gave
greal scope to the brass and
percussion seclions, The light
and shade in this plece was
controlled as well as artislic,

Al Lhis time, the Risca male
voice choir opened & group of
pieces with *“Chorus of
Rohbers™ from ]

Masnadieriy by Verdi. As the
chuir sang, it was nol difficult
o [nllow the story of rape,
arson, thefl and murder, for
ey sang with such meaning-
[ul expression. The dynamics
wiere nutstanding,

Conlinzing a contrast of
Habiun with three folk songs,
they sang “Marianina™ light-
by, sweet tenor and rich bass;,
“Gwahoddiad", a Welsh piece
which hrought the house down,

. followed by a delighiful song

“The Uld Woman®', rendered

with simplicily, gentleness in -

heautifully halanced, controll-
ed cudenees,

We wiere treated with solos
hy baritene Medwyn Williams,
a younp member of the band
whn sang A Stranger in
PParadise”™ wilh greal feeling,
supported by the band, follow.
el by o Welsh Inve seng sung in
Welsh  which  armused  the
atitdienee o clomor for mare,

The Welsh  Guards  bhand
pliyed o lively number entitl-
<l A ot Time in Lhe
Brasses™, fashioned on A Nl
Time I the Ol Town Tonight.
The  hirst hall  of  the
programme  concluded  with
the Risea chair and  Band
retielering “Hallle Hynin of the
Hepubtiec™, which was indeed
upefiftinge.

Cipening the second hall with
“Woelsh Patrol”, written by
Archie KHis, o former meniber
of the Welsh Guands, the band
miithe a sombre beginning as
thoupgh Uy wore marching,
then into o lighter segmient
wilh bass strings preminani,
woilwinds melodious as 1the
hand  buill to a  robuosl
creseendo while plaving “Men
of Hoarleeh™, In wll,  thiy
cutnpesiition included fourleen
T,

The choir relurmed  with
“"Haadit’x  Chorous'  (rom
Frnany by Verdi singing with
viry chear dyramics and noted
capressinn. A rendition of
“Steal Away' wax louching
and artistic as the choir sang
with hills and valleys express-

ve of Lhe senliment originate)

by southern
negro slaves,

Thwe hand of the
Guards continued  the
programmuie  with  three
seleclions, One, “Belle of the
Ball™, in swaying time, eaptur-
vl the interest of dancers, then
the awdience ronred  with
Liughter as the band had great
fun playimg "Circus Gallop".
As the bund played the third
sideviion,  “Counlry  and
Weslern™, a touch of nostaigia
enpulied the writer as Lhe
maedley conjured memories of
TR

The hand and chair together
vaneluded the programme
with “Cul-Like Tread™ by
(Filhwer1 and Sullivan. The chojr
sam with perfect diction; the
hand and chnoir together
eaeshed o ereate a noving
peiil of familiar musie, The
fenors were correctly  Lrae,
supperted hy rich timhbre of the
Basses ol o pleasing promi-
nend flufe backpground ax the

United Slales

Welsh

bt gl choir conplemwented

eaich other,

Amang the  versatile
masierans i e band, we
were  ecifertiained  admirahly
by bissin soloist, corenct and
barifome solosis, nx well as o
bsntiful guans solo wilh band
whien they reasdered “Diream
of Uhiver™ which overwhelmed
e auclionee.

Tiwe piane accompianist for
ther Bisen clar complemented
the vhwral rendilions on the
programie.  The  choral
thireclor, Marin Hudson had
eonpbele contral of the o4
vodees  amd  exhibited  preal
nisicipnship, 3

Major DN, Tayloe, dircclor
of the hand of the Welsh
Guarsds nal amly enthralled the
stmedicree wilh his gill of words
while, introducing mwusical
pitees, bul alse impressed the
ROO present with the thsciplined
aby le ol departient he and the
Iind exveyted throughout the
evenmg.

Fhis I b sure, will go down
mny meinery as a haghlight of
my visits to Walies

By GEORGE EVASHUK
Herald Special

Mike Brozic hos put a
harness on the wind.

Using parts gleaned from
junk yards, Mr. Brozic has
erccled a 40-foot windmill
which he expects to blow a
big hole in his annual hydro
bilt.

A self-employed industrial
signmaker who lives just
narth of Acton, Mr. Hrozic
launched the projecl during
Christmas, 1978, by collect-
ing information. That kept
him busy in his spare time
unlil April, 1999, **...when I
sunk the {ootings -- the point
of no relurn.””

Getling infermation on
windmill power generation
was the hardest part of the
job, he szaid in a recent
interview,

“I bought every book I
came across on windmills,
You've gol o spend a [ol of
money on books,"”

Most of the books, how-
ever, were only for small
windmills, he added. And
without an elecirical back-
ground, making a windmill
generatlor “‘would be
difficult,™

His windmill, when
completed, will generate
35,000 watls of power he'll
use 1o fire two forced-air
electric furnaces in his scll-
built home.

PAY FIHR SELF

He estimates the windmill
will save him "$1,500 plus™
per year on his hydro bill and
should pay for ilse!l in *'lwo
or lhree years.”

Three helicopter propeli-
ors and Iwo “exlremely
good™ aircralt "generators
arc al the hearl of the
windmill which will generate
direct currenl as well as
alternaling current at 400
cycles.

Bul winds above 35 miles
per hour would cause the
windmill to blow itsel! aparl,
g0 there'll be a control Lo lel
the progs lurn free in high
winds,

Mr. Hrozic is also planning
o consiruct another wind-
mill of Lhe vertical Llype. It
will look like a drum with
four vanes to calch the wind
from ony direclion. Smaller
than the present one, it will
be able te operate in high
winds, he said.

Although he has collected a
lof of information about do-it-
yoursell widdmill power
generation, he says he is not
planning In write a book

" about it

His advice to somcone
attempting windmill power
generation:

“Work hard at it and you
will accomplish IL....Go lo
anyone with n windmill. Any-
one who has one will gladly
share informatien with you.
Things don't happen on their
own. You've gol to make
them happen.”

SELF-SUFFICIENT

Mr. Brezic doesn’t believe

it is possible o become
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completely sell-sufficient in
power production.

“But if ] cul it down BO per
cent, I'm laughing,” he said,

His next project will be
solar cnergy collection and
he already has solar panels
on his covered L

However, he belleves that
windmill generation has
more future than solar in Lhis
climate. As he stated,
there're more windy days
than sunny in a Canadian
climate and “'you need the
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power when it's windy.”

Mr. Brozic brings an
uncommon enthusiasm to his
projects.

*The work is good for you
and great for your mind. IU
keeps il in motion.™

He believes thal wind and
solar power generation are
*the only aliernatives lo the
future; Mother Nature gove
it tous; it's there for grabs.™

Next winter when the wind
blows, you'll knovw that Mike
Brozic 15 laughing,

I T
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Mike Broiic stands la front of the wicdmlll whick he buillt himself, and which he estimates

will cut kis hydro bill by §1,508 per year, The windmill was made with three bellcopler propellors
and two alrcraft generators. Mr. Brozle has plans (o bulld a second windmil] of a different (ype,

{Herald pboto}
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