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The Credlt River overflowed its banks early Friday moming and coused
extensive damage to the bascball diamond and the House resldence located
dlrectly behind it. ‘The waler was so high that firemen had (o borrow a boat from

]

cue two
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the Credit Valley Boat Ce. (o rescue Mrs, Grace House and her dog when they
were left stranded. For more pictures, see page 13.
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Region refuses to refund
€XCess sewage payments

By RICHARD PETRASHER
Herald Stalf Weiter

Halton regional council is
taking ihe position that the
best solution to the problem of
alleged double billing of home-
owners for sewer usage late in
1979 is...to do nothing,

A recommendation from the
sewer rale committee recon-
firming the method of billing
used for the sanitary sewage
system and rejecting the lssu-
ing of rebates or credils for

any 1980 sewer surcharge bas-
e in whole or in parl on 1979
waler consumption was
approved by council following
a  lengthy  debate  last
Wednesday.

" When the lirst water hills for
1980 were issued at the beginn.
ing of the year, the surcharge
for sewer usoge, included for
the first time, was caleulated
on waler ¢onsumption during
the last twe months of 1971,

“Homeowners already paid

Acton honors

Arlie White

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald Speclal
Acton Chamber of
Commerce chose resident
Arlle White as the town's 1880
citizen of the year.

Mr. White, 73, is an active
volunteer with several organi-
zations as well as being keenly
interested In federal and
- provinclal polilics, He i an
enthuslastic bowler and an
dctive church member.

He retired from Beardmore
and Co. Lid,, In 1971, 51 years
after he began working: Lhere
as an offlce boy. From 1944
until hix retirement he was
foreman in the upper leather
beam housc, and he still bowls
with the Beardmore Icague
even Lhough he has retired.

1t was when he got more {ree
time thal he began domng ms
volunteer work including
canvasiing for the Acton
branch of the Canadian Cancer
Society for the past 10 years,
Five of those yvears, he has
been lund-roising campaign
chalrman,

He also canvasses for the
Canndian [nstifute for the
Blird, the March of Dimes,
and the Canadian Society for
Crippted Children. :

“]1 never refluse if 1 have Lhe
time,'" he sayn,

In fact, when the call came
from the Chamber Tuesday
eyering telling him he had
been chosen, Mr. White wasn't
home. He was out delivering
canvassing kits to captains
and selling them tickels to the

Cancer Socicly's Dalfodil
dance next weekepd.

“When my wife told me
Dave Whiling had called 1

. figured 1 knew what he

wanted,"” Mr. White sald. *'1
sent out letiers to all the
organizations asking for
donations and I expected he
wanted to discuss the donatlon

with me. | never suspected il
would be this."”,

*1 almost turned it down
when he asked me if 1'd be
their Cilizen of the Year. Then
I -decided I'd be letting down
the .people who were kind
enough to nominate me and
that wouldn't be right sa |
accepted, It was the [ast thing
I ever expected.”

Mr. While says he Isn't as
active in 5t. Joseph's Church
as he once was, He was an
wsher there {or 40 years but he
has let the younger people take
it over now. He still visits the
shut-ins, however,

Besides alley bowling, Mr.
White enjoys lawn bowling and
played both baseball wnd
hockey in his youth. He is one
ol three surviving members of
the Halten Counly Champion-
ship baseball team from
Aclon.

Me has one davghter, Joan
Tyresn living in Acton and &
son Jerry lives in Sault &,
Marie. :

Mr. White and his wife
Elimere have celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary,
They have six grandchildren
and a great-granddaughter,
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for their 1979 sewer usnge on
their property tax bill and now
they're paying sgain on their
1980 water bills,” Oakville
Mayor Harry Barrett snid.

Mayor
that this billing system
amounted to “double charg-
ing".

The amounts involved,
charged on the January water
bills, varied from $3 to $16.

Buritngton Ceun. Joan
Allingham, chairperson of the
sewer rale committee, said
her committee rejected giving
rebates o homeowners
because the money given out
would have to be recovered by
a rate inercase later in the
yrar,

"We're jzoing to wrile each
hemeowner explatning the
bithing system and send them
the commitlee’s report' out-
lining why no rebates are to be
given out, Coun, Allinghnm
said.

Barrett contended .

She admitted that the
public’s confusion over tlhe
bitlling system ¢an be traced to
the poor public relations job

- the region did in explaining the

system,

“Is i legad to charge for
utilitics in advance?" Burling-
top- Coun. James Grieve

- questioned.

Coun. Allingham ruﬁpii;idfd
that she did not think so.

The region's  solicitor,
Dennis Perlin, when question-
ed by Milton Coun. Bill
Jehnson, spid that he believed
the billing system is legal, but
ndmilted that legal counsel for
ong of the municipalities
disagreed,

"1 questioned our solicitor
nbout the legality of the billing
system™, Mayor Barreett
explained, “and he advised me
that it was not legal™,

Coun. Terry Mannell of

Qakville sugpested that the
region reimburse homeowners
with a flat $10 for the double
billing and then increase rates
1 July to recover the shortfall.

“Coun, Mannell's suggestion
would cost the reglon $£0,000,"
Oakville Coun. Bonnie Brown
said after making some quick
calculations.

Coun. Allingham noted that
the administrative costs would
be an additionn] $50,000.

“There has been talk of o
class-action suit in Oakville,”
Coun. Johnson said, asking
Mr. Perlin if this is possible.

Mr. Perlin responded that a
class action suit is a possibili-
iy, but he had not heard of any
suit heing instigated.

The vole reconfirming the
billing system passed by an
overwhelming twenty to fwo
count, with the only opposing
voles being cast by Qakville's
Maydr Barreit and Coun.
Terry Mannell,

By STEPHEN FROST
Herald Stalf Writer

The Credit River went on its
annual rampage late last
week, culmingling in a specta-
cutar, but damaging, rise in
water that residents called the
worst they've seen in years,

When the jce broke in the
varly hours of Friday morning,
the river took the course of
least resislance and poured
over the eastern bank into the
old Davidson homestead, now
owned by Ken and CGrace
House, dumping chunks of ice
weighing up to 1,000 pounds
around the house and on the
ball diamond,

The waler was eslimated lo
be up to five feet deep, leaving
Alrs. House stranded by her-
self in her home Friday. Town
works employees  iried to
rescue her with one of the tewn
trucks, but the truck got stuck
in the water. The {ire depart-
tent rescued Mes. House and
the family dog late Friday
morning with the aid of a boat
Inaned by the Credit River
Hoal Company.

WOLFE CAUGHT

Leo Wolfe, 72, of Gearge-
town, nearly lost his  life
Friday when he went to check
on some trailers he owns which
are in the fleod plain in bock of
the John Street gpariments,

"l went out in a canoe to
chick on my trailers and got

Th m om omy W, i,
»

caught in the current. it push.
et e into a pond and under o
tree which tipped me over,” he
said. 1 had my arm trapped
and my Tool in the limbs of a
free, and i wasn't unlil s
fireman grabbed my hand and
vanked that [ came free, I'm
sure Rlad o be out of the
wiiter, though,™

Mr. Wolfe, who spent the
nighl in the hespital, wanls 1o
thatk the fire department und
the ambulanee serviee for
theor guick achion.

“I've never seen anything
like ®,°7 Mr. Wolfe said. *1
don’t think wvou ean blame
anyone, it's been o peculior
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year weather-wise, and there

arc o lot of unforseen
circumstances that cantribut-
el to the {lood

Flmer Shire, wlo owns the
house on the northeast corner
of the bridge, told The Herald
that the water came up over
the roal and flaoded his base-
ment an Friday morning,

“I've bived in this house
since 1963, and T don't
remember the water being this
gh. [ had tochop the icebergs
i my driveway 1o get lhe cars
back in,"" Mr. Shire said.

FILOWRATE

The Credit Valley Conserva-
tion  Authority  (CVCA)
meeasures the flow cale of the
Credit River in Cheltenba in

Teachers vote

on settlement

By MAGGIE HANNAN

i Herald Speclal

Both the Halton Board of
Education and its 1,200
secondary school teachers will
be holding ratiflcation voles
April 3 on a tentative contracl
npgrecment reached over the
weekend,

- A news blackout impossed
by mediator Martin Teplitsky.
bans publication of the details
until after it has been ratified
by both parties,

The agreement, reached
early Sunday morning after a
marathen bargaining session
began Saturday, will call a halt
lo fears of a strike if 1l is
accepted by the board and the
teachers, members of Ontarlo
Secondary School Teachers'

Federatlon, District 8, Hallon.

Hallon secondary leachers
voted 53.5 per cent in favour of
strike- action (o back up their
contract demands earljer this
month after 14 months of
negotiations produced no
resulls.

The tecachers, members of
the Ontario Secondary School
Teachers Federation District
9, Halton turned down the
board’'s final offer  in
February. That offer would
have given a level four teacher
wilh  maximum experience
allowance  $29,999, The
teachers wanted o settlement
closer to the provincial
average for new agrecments
reachted during the past year.
That is about $39,500.

Changes in the pupil-teacher
ratio and in the retirement
gratuily scheme were also in
conlention,

he big paper with the
big ¢lrculation
Covering Georgatlown
Actan & Surrsunding
Communities
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from Credjt flood

cubic feet per second. The
averape flow rale over the
summer months is between 30
and 40 eubic feel per second
When the flood waters peaked
lte Friduy evenming, the rale
wis 908 cubie feel por second,

in the early hours of Friday
muormng, the water rose high
crih to dump ice blocks on
Confederation Street up to five
feet high an places, effectively
cloming off the road north of the
bridee.  Larpe  front-end
loders from Wheeler Haulage
waTi needed to push the ice off
Ithe road and back into the
fast-flowing river,

Glen Witliams and Norval
residents have had o 1ot to say
siee the jee began jamming
Wednesday about what most of
Ihen: seomed 1o see as o lack of
cifort em the part of thes town of
ielton Hills and the CVCA to
prevent the floosding ar lessen
s apact. '

Mrs. House said that. “lhey
tthe Lown and CVCA stalf) sat
arownd and Siuphed for three
days while they watched
anld, A blind man could tel)
you Tuesday that il was going
lo flood by ke end of the
wirek

“We were teld by the CVCA
Lhat there would be dredging
dane this winter ta deepen Lhe
channel and help alleviate the
flooding. It wasn'tdone, ' Mrs.
I Tnuse said. " How can the Glen
residents have Tuith in the
town’s elected officials and the
CVCA when all we get s
promises  and  not  posilive
action?™

““The flood wase't an act of
Godd, il woas an act of damn
[oolishoess,”™  she  added,
“Unfortunately, the insurance
compinies wan't Jook at it that
way because we live i the
Mood plain,™

“We need our land and
controlling the river 1o utilize
land is what T call conserva.
tion,™ Mrs. House said, Al
the conservation authority
would sy to us is that they
wire manitoring the situation,
That's their byword. We could
maomtor our kids until they
starved 1o death, but of course
wit would feed them hefore it
came to that, The CVCA just
sits there and monitors. ™

CVCA HINDSIGNT

When asked by The Herald if
the CVCA would have done
anything different, through the
vantage of hindsight, uuttﬂrity )
penernd  manager  Gleon
Schrarr replied, I can't think
af anyihing we eould bave done
differently.™

Conl’d. on Page 8

Cultural Centre fund :

is launched by mayor

Mayor Pete Pomeroy has
slarted the ball rolling with a

‘$1.450 pledge to the newly

begun {und ralsing campaign
for the proposed $1.7 million
arts and cultura) facility.

Mayor Pomeroy made the
pledge at Moenday's general
committee meeling shortly af-
ler suggesting that Ab Tennant
and Rex Heslop Jr., members
uf the building commlitee, be
co-chairmen of the fund rois-
ing drive.

" At the same meeting, archi-
tect Keith Wagland displayed
a model of his design for the
proposcd new arts centre,

MThe fund raising goal is
$200,000,"" Mayor Pomeroy
sald in announcing the plans
for the public participation
portion of the [unding for the
complex.

The donation by Mayor
Pomeroy was actually the se-
cond donation made,

Rex Heslop got credit for the
first donation when he placed a
dollar bill on the model.

The $200,000 {und ralsing

goal is an attalnable objective,
according 1o Mr, Heslop.

“The way we arrived at that
{igure was to assess what
could realistically be raised in
an area our size,” Mr, Heslop

cexplained.

He sald that he and Mr,
Tennant compared fund-rols-
ing goals in towns with a
similar population to Hallon
Hiils,

Cont’d. on Page 1

Dominion Hotel

trial postponed

Herald Speclal

Milten Provinclal Court
Judge J.E.C. Robinson tenta-
tively set the 10 court days
from Seplember 8 lo 19 as the
date for the prelimlnary hear-
ing of three Aclon men charg-
ed with murder after the death
of » man in a fire which
destroyed an Acton hotel last
August,

The lengthy delay was ne-
cessary to ollow Arthur Malo-
ney, who represents hotel ow-
ner Cosimo Mercuri, lime to

recover [rom his recent illness -

and catch up on the work

&

backiogged by that iliness,

Brampton
Smith, who represenis co-de-
fendent Michael McCrystal
told the court the case would
require a lengthy perlod for
disclosures in order to mini-
mize the number of witnesses
to be called. Since it seemed
besi to run these days consecy-
tively rather than eplitling
them up twoor three al a time,
he suggested the whole matter
be set back to the fall,

Milton lawyer Peter McWil-
liams represents the third de-
fendent, Leonard Cripps.

W

lawyer John -

Beamaville Caplain Bryan Hulsman figures winnlng the International Bantam Hockey
Tournament Sunday was worth it, especinlly when he goi a kiss from Judy Pomeroy, who
represenled her husband Mayor Pete In the presentation of the grand champlon Jaycee lrophy.
Heamsville beat out 43 other leams (o win the week-long tournament. More in Sporis Week.

(Herald pholo by Mark Clalrmont)




