the HERALD

Home Newspaper of Halton Hills

Page 4 - THE IIENALD, Wednesday, March 12, 1980

A Division of Canadian Newspapers Company Limited

10t Main 5i. South, Gicorgetewn, LTG-1ES5, Ontarto

WILLIAM EVDOKIMOFF, Publisher
PAUL DORSEY, EDITOR

PHONE. R77-2201

Second Class Mail Regitered Number — 0943

New position

for Russ Miller

encouraging

As Herald readers were noting
this newspaper’'s disappointment
over Halton region's {ailure to
produce on-time solutions for its
ongoing garbage crisis last
Wednesdazl. reglonal council was
in fact la nf positive but forced
action to rectify the situation.

That saction, of course, was
necegssitated by the sudden
resignation of Oakville Coun. Terry
Mannell as chairman of the

{on's solid waste management
(SWM) committee. cuncit
members, and particularly those
who voted against immediate
implementation of a propesed
waste management system, must
have winced at the angry words
used by Coun. Mannell in

realﬁling‘

- Nevertheless, their response
was prompt and apparently well-
motivated: they selected Halton
Hila Coun, Russ Miller, a SWM
committee member, to replace his
Oakville colleague.

Nothing could delight us more.,

At both the local and regionad
levels, Russ Miller has impressed
us as a hard-working (full-ttme, no
less) and consclentious elected
official who does an irwariahlg
commendable, often excellent jo
representing Ward 2 ratepayers on
town councii and Halton as a
whole on regional council.

A former Domtar emplovee,
Coun. Miller decided to devote
himself Excluﬂiveiin to municipal
work followi t company's
demise several years ago and now
divides his working hours, night
andday, among a variety of boards
and committees. |

The Esquesing councillor is
still reminded on occasion of his
late-night mail round a couple of
years ago during which he per-
sonally ﬂl‘ﬂ??&d builetins in the
mailboxes of lils rural constituents
to keep them informed about an

I suppose it's needless to day, but it
was quite a thrill for me attending my first
newspaper convention this past weekend
at the Hatel Toronte, which, by the way, is
within staggering distance of the plush,
comfortable Toronio Press Club, another
apol I got ta sce {or the [irst Yme.

The Ontaric Weekly Newspaper
Associgtion’s annual convention is o
combination learning and social
experience for delegates thal is invariably
highlighted by twe separate awards
ceremonies  during  which notable
achievements in  journalism and
advertising during the previous year are
recognized.

As reported elsewhere in this
newspaper issue, The Herald captured
four first-place awards in its circulation
vategary for an overall secomd-place
standing. while former reporter Maggie
Hannah arranged for us to receive a
presbpious Premier Award by wriling an
in<lepth  feature eon farming as a
tsometimnes] viable business. It turned ogt
that wos exaclly what the judges like to
i o

The Herald and the Georgetown
Independent were two of only four enlries
in this year's Circulation Class 6
competition, a fact which disappeinted
judges and participants alike. An OWNA
brochure detailing points awarded Ln each
aspect of the competition explained why
the Independent ook . a [first-place
standing over The Herald (we were
number two), despite the fact we took four
“Best” awards {0 their three.

It seems the judges found enough
reason 1o award higher points for the
Independent’s editorial page, sports pages
that the greater
point-spread, 80 to speak, gave our

and classified advertising

“campelitor’” an overall edge.

Thoughts about awards

and competitiveness

ongomg issue which was then of
major concermm. Fellow council
members still jokingly refer to him
as the postman from time to time
acknowledging his ability (and
willingness} to outdo the local
iﬁs in keeping residents up to

Late last summer, Coun.
Miller won our respect laun-
ching a serious attack a t the
S commitiee, of which he was s

frustrated memf:oer. for fa to
heed Halton Hills’ warnings about
the impending garbage transfer
crisis. Less than two months before
the Georgetown dump was to close,
he pointed out In strong terms, the
region had stll not met its
responsibllity to provide north
Halton with a transter facility that
would offset Haiton Hills’
porary lack of landfill facilities.

. About the same time, com-

“plaints from farmers and con-

servation officials tipped some
councillors off about the improper
dislﬁmal of sewage sludge. Coun.
Miller led the way toward a
golution, too often encountering
bureaucratic obstacles, but
overcoming all without exception.
We take pride in noting that
there is no other n in all of
Halton region better able to take
control of the SWM committee.
Hﬂlpel'u]ldy, Coun. Miller may
able to do some persuading at t
town council level and fin
operation he needs from the mayor
and other Halton Hills regional
councillors to get the waste
management system off the
oun

Not that we're trying to put
Coun. Miller on the spot, but
suddenly, we feel very reassured
that the right kinds of things will
start happening with Halton's
biggest headache, the safe and
efficient disposal of several million
tons of garbage.

Letter from
the Editor

[ bhave to admit I was frankly
surprised at the Judge's declsion
concerning sporls pages, parlicularly in
light of last year's outstanding elfort by

- [ormer sports editor Tony Panacel (now §
sports editor at our Barrie affillate, the §

Examiner.

At the same time, however, T'd like to
publicly break with unofficial precedent
and congratelate independent staffers for
their fine showing. Those on hand at the
convention Friday were indeed gracious
in conversation with Herald representa-
lives, perhaps demonstrating again what [
suspect is a general, mutual absence of
compelitive aggression in the Georgetown
communily. ,

While compeliliveness is an integral
part of the newspaper business and must
b maintained in any markel, [ personally
feel rebieved that the kind of go-for-broke
nggression  that characterized larger
newspapers and resulled In outright
hostility among reporters in nearby
markets dees not exist here,

As was omply delailed f{or us by a
newspaper velernn we chatted with at the
Taronte Press Club, that kind of
aggression between the big-clty dailies of
the 19405 and "50s ereated some downright
ghoutlish instances of pseudo-journalism,
all in the interest of gelting the scoop of
the day,

Thank God that type of irresponsibili-
iy is no longer a daily fare among
cornpeling newspapers today.

A last toot of the horn: in the final
analysis, I suppose Geargetown weekly
readers showld congider themselves
remarkably well-served with lwo award-
winmng newspapers, both substantially
different in scope and appearance,
catering lo their needs.

[t us know if and when there’s more
we can do,
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Classic confrontation brewing

over PC’s secret surveys

By Stewart
Mﬂclmd

Ojtawa Bureau
of The Herald

When it comes to Joe Clark's future as
teader of the Progressive Conservalive
party, | am noblazing authority, But when
it comes to that recent party caucus - Lhe
first since the Tory's electoral defeat - [
feel absolutely confident in suggesting we
should cheerfully ignore every comment
made about Mr, Clark’s future,

*“Torics united under Clark™ exclaim-
¢d one headline. “Torjes close ranks
behind beaten Clack,” shouted another,
"Caucus comes to praise Clark, not to
bury him,” was ancther breathless
announcement,

It was very Inspirationnl. Treasury
Board President Sinclalr Stevens,
bursting with enthusiasm, was guoted as
saying "“there is no doubt Mr, Clark will
lead the Tories jnte o new election,”

This Is a new party, sald Sports
Minister Steve Paproski. And Labor
Minister Lincoln Alexander solemnly
declared that "as leng as I am around

there will be no challenges ta him
tClark)."

There was more, tnuch more.

In this post-election display of unity,
Finance Minister John Crosbie snid that
"it was all tickely-boo as far as leadership
is concerned.” Other MPs talked about a
very productlve caucus” and Energy
Minister Ray Hnatyshyn even went so far
as to say that the whole expercise was “an

- uplifting endorsement™ for Mr. Clark.

"ATE INSTEAD

I just mention a few of the comments 1
have read — to convey the Impression that
the Tory MPs said nice thinga about their
leader. These things obviously must be
sald, and it's the sacred duty of the media
o transmit these observations to an
interested public. In the normal course of
events 1, too, would have been walting
outside the caucus chamber to catch these
uplifting quotations, but I've never
regarded post-election caucuses as
normal events, so therefore I detached
mysell from the mob that day.

Actunlly, [ went across to Hull and ate
some perk hocks,

This has nothing to do with losing
interest in my job, it's just that [ have this
hahg.up about the collective views of
politiclans following an elecloral defeat.

Having [faithfully recorded such
comments since 1962, when a losing Lester
Pearson was fiven a standing ovation,
and g victorious John Diefenbaker -
whose party managed o lose 92 seats in
the process — waos glven a resounding
rendition of “Hail to the Chief,” 1 have
decided that o post-election caucus, as an
indicator of future events, rates severanl

notches below a feed of Quebec pork -

hocks.

My research is still incomplete, but 1
slill haven't been able (o locate one
significan! paragraph coming from the
first meeting of a just-defeated party. Six

months after the election, of course, it's a

different story.
CANADIAN TRADITION

There is this great Canadian tradilicn
of devating the first post-election eaucus
agenda to an expression of loyalty to the
humbled leader and sgain we have
faithfully followed this course, The
Conscrvative MPs who trooped out of that
chamber with their- I-love-Joe¢ procla-
mations, differed little from those whao
emerged from a 1965 caucus pledging
undying loyalty to Mr, Diefenbaker. As
that leader himself put it, *there was an
amozing display of support.™

We all know what happened a few
months later,

More recently, there was that
standing ovation for Pierre Trudeau
following his 1979 defeat — it brought tears
to hls eyes - but that didn't stop
subsequent tilk of replacing him. And if
you gaway back to 1957, when the Liberals
were unexpectedly whomped, there was
nothing but praise for L.ouis St. Laurent in
the post-election caucus. By all accounts,
the Grils were game for another battle
under the doddering and defeated leader.
&pi;ziuns changed rather quickly after

at.

Perhaps all those oaths of Joyalty we
heard for Jor Clark will remain in effect
uniil the next election - I just don't know —
but in view of our unlque pest-election
traditions, I would wait a few months
before carving them in granite,

Joe Clark’s caucus support

same as given outgoing Dief

By Derek
Nelson

(ueen’s Park Bureau
of The Herald

A classic confrontation is brewing
here  betwpen the cabinet and  the
fegislature over the government's refusal
te release the contents of 23 secret public
opinion polls,

Dope for 12 ministries in the year
prior to Apri, 1979, the polls were used by
the government in the development of
policy.

Conservative cabinet ministers and
senior civil servants, for example, knew
what the pecple of Ontario Lhought of the
government's censorship, gambling and
liquer pelicies.

No one else, neilther opposition,
media, nor notably the taxpayers who
paid for the polls, had access to the
informaption, questions or answers.

But now the opposilion parties think
they have a lever with which to pry the
palis Joose from their cloak of government
BOCITCY,

Three Liberal and three NDP on the |

Public Accounts Commiltee here combin-
ed (o oul vole four Conservative members
to ask for a Speaker's Warrant,
BACK SOON

- They claim the gevernment is in
conlravenlion of the Legislative Assembly
Act by refusing to give the polis to the
commiilee,

The House resumes March 11, and the
commillee will likely report two days
later.

The chairman wlll ask the legislature
o uuthorize the Speaker lo issue a
warrant, which has the same force |n law
as & court order,

Because the combined opposition
outnumbwer the government the motion
will carry, and at thal point mntlers
become inlercsting.

Will the ministers of the Crown defy
the will of parliament and still refuse to
release the polls? |

The government contends publication
of the pells would violate the principle that
documents used by cabinet In making
decisions are traditionally secret,

EEPORT DUE

It argues in addition that if there is Lo
be any change in the secrecy rules then it
should come afler the royal cemmission
curreéntly looking at freedom of
information reports this spring.

With the second argument cne can
have o measure of agreement, byl the
first has no validity tat oll.

The information the polls reveal is not
anly useful for formulnating policy, but also
provides the kind of background material
every politician likes to have handy for
partisan use.

It is o silly argument to prelend Lhat
partisan politics do not play a major role
in any cabinel decision,

BEST WAY

What belter way Lo frame policy so it
fits public preconceptions than to use the
resulls of polls?

A pol! on the general awareness of the
Foodland Ontario campaign might be
non-political, but & poll on public views of
economic issues like taxes or Inflatlon is
purely political.

By any principle of [alrness the polls

should cither be charged to Conservative
Parly colfers or else be avatlable to all,

Unlike other cabinet documents which
contain opinions and options, polls, by
their very noalure, contain  neutral
material.

How the government uses the polls is
its business alone. The polls themselves,
however, and their results, must be
shared with the opposition and the public
who paid for them.

the HERALD

L I A T N e .

& DiviliON OF CANAQIAN HEWLFAPL 24
COMPANY LTOD

UL p R T ET I T T ¥0 ur-.ﬂn[ e vl Y
WikL1AM BEVDOKIMOFE
Fublisher & General Mansger

PAUL DORSEY
Managing Editor

Phane 877-2201

wiond ©lany Waedd Regafer vl Mo 0R)

AN AWARD WIiNHING MNEWLPFAPER
= M. Jecond Syt ALHposd . Besl 1oorh
iFfe - Basl MNews L Faghorn
i#F} - Budl Meyws & Feahore
i - Bkl Compoultn £ Layout
1473 - Bl Edlioris) Pege

AT wpr Fiyareg i B0 HpT g o 1P £ 0N Eate M N
ST LA T BGOSR Thal P problioiberd (huil rpf b
funizie [0 SBregis AN Oub oF Brrory on ad
wpr lrparuprd b Bryond e Amoent paed ber ke
Apare ptiually ecudard Gy MAE pDoftogm o My
ddyrt lyampnl wny mdngh TRy Error o red,
W Bur T O o Dl B D PG P sl 8 o 00
BT Or QFRpT il - el PRt e Wbl Ger e
gk iy g B0 e Tan gl pny Edwe gl

b p ] 1T @I Dl TG Yarf B BT w Lo

hHal-ana' Baserfo-rag Ot m
Thgmogn Buald ™

ad Coapmn 30 W Torgregy Oeg

i Cprmpart it Aagnrrpal P

Halton’s
History

From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO--Six Milton district
farmers appeared in court [ast weck
charged with failing to file income tax.
returns for the years 1946 to 1948, Three
were eonvieted and assessed the
mimmurn pemally of $25 and costs or 15
tavs, (e charge was dismizsed and two
others remanded antil a ater date.

- Aba special meeting of North Hallon
Listrict high school board in Milton on
Monday, members present unanimously
agreed on a new distribution of costy
between the five municipalities which
make up the area. The two Milton
members were nol present at the meeling
and ratification by them will be soughit at
the next board meeting. The new agree-
mentl will mean a saving o Esquestng of
about $1,900 and 1o Nassagaweya of $400
the towns of Georgetown, Acton nnl:i;
Miltan paving this extra, :

. AL the Roxy Theatre: “She's a
n:.udmj;ht girl in a9 o'clock town!
Nobody's as pood as Hette when she's
bad' Helte Davis and Joseph Cotten in
Beyand the Forest ™

TWENTY YEARS ALO-Freparation of a
bylaw for a December vole on return to a

vard system of elections passed by a4 54

majority ot Monday's council meeling

1.1:-}1-::1 a motion for this was proposed by

Coun. Gunn and Heeve Sargent.
Georgetown council has refused an

| rracodnsassd.

application of Delrex Developments for

the relvase of more residential building
land at the present time. Action followed R

Monday night report by Coun. lan Cass
and a recommendation arising from a

March 5 meeting of the industrial and

town planning committee which he heads.

More police protection at hockey
Rames was urged by Coun. Harrison and
Coun. Hunler at Monday's Council
mecting. Coun. Harrison, who is also a
hockey club official, said that the club has
dropped its policy of paying off-duty police
men for such protection this year, Police
chairmun Ketly said the police chief had
told him that his men are instructed 1o
visit the arena during their duty rounds,

but not to stny there to the detriment of

other parts of town,
A newspaper advertising campaign to

convince Halton Counly residents to have .

polio  inoculations before summer is
planned by Dr. Archibald Bull, county
medical officer of bealth. He said last
week that the county health unit had
already inoculated 33000 of Hallon's
106,000 population, . g
Gunner William Darby, one of 11
gunners who entered the Army when he
was 16, is proving the value of his Soldier
Apprentice training, while serving in
Canada’s NATO brigade. A Georgetown
resident, he has completed the two year
apprentice course and is now a member of
the 1st Regiment, Royal Canadian Horse

Artillery, stationed at Hemer, Germany. -

The Badge of Fortilude, a rarely-
rresnnled honor in guiding, was presented
3

y Mrs. V.A. Filer, area commissioner to
Diane McColgan, at a recent ceremony In
S{. John's Church Hall, Diane, daughler of
Mr. and Mrs, Tom McColgan, wans

awarded the badge for her cheerfulness:

and determination durlng a prolonged -

lness last year.

TEN YEARS AGO-Despite an cstlmated
$4,000,000 increase in this year's budget,
the Halton County board of education

predicls o deerease in the mill rate for-

cducation purposes over the county

generally., Preliminary estimpoles set

current expenditures at $352 million, -
comparcd o $31.6 million last year, The |

expected decrease in the mill rate Is due to
increased per pupil grants from the
Frm;lnm. especially ot the secondary
evel,

If pupils of Halton County schools

want te drink milk, they'll pay for it -

Halton county beard of education took no
aclion last week when trustee R.E. Goodin
sugpested at a regular board meeting that
“There should be free milk for all the
students in Halton County.”

“Build a beller mouse trap,” is the
advice cornmonly given o aspiring

millionaires. Two local men, K.L. Duncan

of Duncan Associates in Brampton, a-

"

Geargelown resident, and Hank Levers of
Levers Engineering have taken the
advice, but not quite literally ~ they have
bujlt o better {ly trap. The (ly-trap kills b
elecirocutian, doing away not only wi
the swalter, bul ‘more Importantly with

the dangerous insecticides now known to

be o hozard lo all forms of life.
Students now atlending occupations
classes in the Georgelown area District
High Schoel will be transferred to General
Brock Special Vocational High School in
Burlington in Seplember. W.K.M,
Armstrong, superiniendent of special
education and student services, told the
Halton board of education Lhat while their
best efforts were made, Georgetown and
Milton high schools could not offer the

varicly in occupalions classes with only 83-

students in the elasses,

ONE YEAR AGO--nyuro-eleclricity
consumers in the rural areas of Halton
region will pay cheaper power rales if g
new proposal to restructure the reglon's
scrvicing nreas gains nurport at Queen's
Park. A study report released Lhis week
by a 15member regional committee
recommends January 1, 1980 as the
start-up date for the restructuring and
requests  the provincial government
granis to help of (set the initial costs of the
program,

The former head of Hallon Regional
Police special weapons team is urging the
formation of a iactical assault squed
following the shooting of a Halton
Hegional Police officer in Burlington
Thursday. Chief Ken Skerrett has said he
opposes the concepl of 8 SWAT team, but
he would be willing to start up the specigi

weapons team, which was put inle limbo

last fall because the 13 men on Lhe leam
could not train regularly and didn't have
ouldoor range facilities.

Local aavocates of a cultural centre In
Halton iills have turned lo a Burlington
group who have succeeded in having such
a facility built for some pointers on it
is done. Getting o cultural centre bullt

requires pebple who will stick thelr necks
out and who will remaln committed to the .
project until the building k= finlshed: that -

is assessment of Betty Dawson, who
ws on the first board of directors of the

Burlingten -Cultural Centre, and was
involved with the project almost from the .

beginning.




