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‘Serious development pressure’
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Six vear old figure skater, Mandie Heecham, wasn't even
bort when the Georgetown Figure Shating Club wos formed 25
years ago but she thinks the cupcakes commuemorating last
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GFSC’s ANNIVERSARY CUPCAKE

week's apnlversary are just great anyvway. Lots more In Sports

Week.

(Herald photo by Mark Clalrmont)

Halton Hills criticized

b .l ® &
We’re subsidizing you,

Oakville SHOUTs  at us

By STEPIHEN FROST
Herald Stall Writer

Halten Hills consumers are
bearing the brunt of an Oak.
ville-based ntlack on Haiten
region's new water-sewer bil-
ling systemn.

The approximately 70 mem-
bers of SHOUT (Stop Halton's
Outrageous User-Tax) which
formed recently in Oakville
believe taxpavers throughoul
the region are being asked to
pay for the $3.6 mullivn expan-
sion to Halton Hitls' sewer and
wiler systems completed al-
most (wo years ago, siecording
to SHOUT spokesman Guord

Reade, o former Onkville re-
pionat councillor.

Mr. Reade told The Herald
Muonday that asking other area
municipalities in (he region to
pay for revamped sewage lacs-
hties in the north is a step
teward “‘municipad social-
s, the cost of which (k-
ville ratepavers in parlicular
are now hard-pressed to meetl.

Halton Hills regional Coun.
B2l Wound, vice-chairman nf a
speculd regional commilice set
up to examine any apparent
inuities in the new water
it system which came into
eifect January 1, questioned
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ARTHQUAKE

A. minor carthquake disturbed residents of cast
Aurlinglon and west Oakville Thursday and was said 1o
measure belween 1.5 and two on the Richter scale. The
carthquake, which vecurred about 7:25 p.m., was said to be
far too small to cause any damage. Seientists claim that an
carthquake of about four on the Richter scale would cause

minor structural damage but

the likelithood of that

happening is lermed very remote.

By LORITAYLOR
Herald staff Writer

Three Haitorn  Reglonal
Potice officers and one Meltro
Toronto policeiman who Jives m
Acton have been presented
with citaticos by Huinber
Callege of Applied Arts and
Technology for their assist
ance in  furthering  police
edducation

opé hon red

sl Ted Hilton of Mcetro
Torento Polhice, Halton Police
Choel James Harding, Acling
[rspector John Barratt and
st Sgt. Dick Hilton attended
i banquet at Humber College
i1 Elobicoke Monday nieht to

reveive thorr eitations. A
mumber  of  other  officers,
mcluding two from  Peel

Regional Police, alse received
vitations,

fipures cuited by Mr. Reade.

“You cnn't look at an solat-
eed item like that and claim
vou're bearing the bulk of the
cost,” Coun. Wood told The
Herald.

Coun. Wood conceded, how-
pver, e there 1s some lem-
porary imbalance among Hal-
tery's four area municipalities
wilh the new “user-pay" bit-
Jing system, designed to equa-
ltze rates across 1he tegion
prer a period of several vears.
Ultimately, he pamted out, the
svstem will balance ilself out.

SUOCIAL SERVICES

“Where vou lose in one area,
vou imake up for il in another,”
he commented. "For instance,
Halton Hills - and in partlco-
lar, Acton - doesn’L need nearly
as much funding as do the
biggeer population centres for
soial services, but we contri-
bute tax dollars just the
same.’’

“Each municipality should
pay for what it can afford to do
and do without what it ean’s,”
Mr. Reade argucd. “*The pre-
sent sysiem s being used to
hail oul the tlown of Halton
Hulls. "

Extensive and long-overdue
renuvahions aauid expansions to
Halton Hills™ water and sewer
facihilies during 1977 and (978
left the lown's rofepayers, par-
tcularly those in Acton, facing
massive nereases in munici-
pal tnxes. Halton Hills regional
councillors mustered enough
alties al the region, however,
lehead off the larger increases
by having Hallon implemenlt
the new billing system.

Though confusing for many,

the new  syvstem has  been
praised by Halton Hills Mayor
Pele Pomceroy as a blessing far
taxpavers in lhe north. Mayor
Pomerov's Oakville counter-
part, Harry Bartett, led the
pppasihion at numerous region-
al meclings during 1979 in an
altempt 1o mainioin the staius
ue.
CHAIR'SSUPPORT

The suppert of former re.
gional chairman Hic Morrow
and his successar, current
chairman Jack Rafltis of Bur-
lington, aided Halton  Hills'
cause greatly. Supporters of
the equal rate syvstem now in
effect lermed couneil’s appro-
vatl of the concept last summer
lthe first real evidence of Hal-
lon's growing regional spiril.

While not involved in Jast
summer's vole, {ormer {ak-
ville Coun. Reade has revived
anli-cqualization sentiments
by challenging Coun. Wood's
beliel that the tables will turn,
this lime in Oakville's favor.

Coun. Wood claimed that
Oakville's own sewage system
will require upgrading during
the next few vears, generating
costs which taxpayers across
FHialton will have to share,

Mr Heade argued that Oak-
ville's 80,000 residents provide
a wide ennough tax base 1o have
cavered any such future costs
themselves under the old bil-
ling syvstem. Halton Hulls, he
noted, started out with a deficit
it its sewer and waler account,
while both Oakville and Bur-
linglon enjoyed surplus funds,

"Now we're being asked to
pay [or Georgetown's inability
to make ends meet,"” he said.

Town council has stayed
with & hotely-debaled planning
board recammendalion consti-
luting the first slep toward
determining whelher the ur-
ban centres of Georgetown and
Actan coan frow, lo what extent
and in what direction.

Council appraved the recom-
mendation Monday night with-
out  comment, Mmuonching a
planned study ol the George-
town urban area which had
heen amended the week proe-
vious 1o inelude Acton as well.

Acknowledging what Halton
region planning director Raj
Mohammed called “serious
pressure from developers to
solve the tmunicipal servie-
g issue,” the planning board
recommeéendatibn was passed
on to council st Tuesday
night following a lengihy de-
bale.

Speaking in support of the
urhan study en which his
chairmanship prevented him
from vating, Coun. Mike Arm-
strongg lold board members
lasl week he was “prepared to
put fhis) job on the hine’ 1o
hack the proposal,

Board members were sharp-
Iy divided on whether the study
shauld proceed or be left indi-
vidually until the minisiry of
cnviromment determines how
much sewige capacily exisls
in the town's iwo ircatment
plants.

Coun, Marilyn Serjeantson
led opposilion by guestioning
lhe approval of a study when
there is no price lag attnched
Ler ik5 cost,

she noled the town has al-
ready finoneed ol least three
studics on the two sewage
plants’ capahilities without
reaching conclusions on pos-
sible population growih,

Clerk Ken Richoardson said
money has been budgeted to
cover the study's cost bul
declined to revenl the figure in
case it becomes a larget for a
tender price.

Alter Coun. floss Knechiel
poinled out similarities be-
tween problems eXisting in
Acton and Georgetawn, Coun,
Roy Boolh amended the rec-
ommendation (o include stu-
dies of both centres.

Coun, Armstrong ended the
discussion with an impassion-
ed plea that councillors face up
te their responsibilities and
make o decision on fature
CXpansion.

Council either wanted
prowth for the municipality or
it didn'l wanl it, he said. The
council of his {ather’s (former
Georgetown mavor Jack Arm-
slrong's) lime was very badly
ridiculed for “spoiling’ the
small-town atmosphere when
it allowed development to be-
gin in the mid-1%50s, In s
opinion, he said, development
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Urban studies okayed; costs a secret

hasn't spoledl the town, i's
sill “a pretty town”, and
alwavs will be, he said.

Coun. Harry Levy demanded
o know why regional council
had “turned weak™ after de-
signating the area south of
Georgetown bounded by Lhe
vighth and ninth lines and 190
sideroad as rural then turning
around the deferring any re-
signalion on that arca.

He was 1old that contrary to
what he theught, the deferral
by 1the region stemmed from a
requesl by Halten Hills coun-
e1l.

Mr. Mohammed {old mem- .
bers that strong pressure from
developers would force Lhe
municipality 1o take action.

If council didn’t spend mo--

- ney on the study to prove

whether treatment capacity
exists in the plants bevond
what studies have shown, then
it could spend fees Tor lawyers
defending their inoction in
Mront of the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB), he said,

If growlh capacity is found
in the treatment plant further
studie would be done to deler-
mine vt direclien the urban
centres  hould extend their

boundar, hr. Mohammed
said. Ifna  wacity is found the
fown and  * region will be

IMIB 10 say 50.
wants growth
'y or doesn’t,

heading (o 1
Council eith
far the municip

Coun. Mike Arm  ong said. A -

comneil headed by s father, a
former mayor of G rgelown,
was ridiculed for wWwiling™'
the small town atr...sphere
when it allowed development
to begin in the mid-50s.

Council might choose lo
bicker over the cost of the
study ond toss out angry esli-
males thal 1t would be $100,000
but members shouldn't forget
that they [aced 270 times Lhat
amaunt in Focal Propertics’
faw suil.

The study will determine
wlhiat is the servicing capacity
of the sewage treasiment
planis, what is the preferred
size for the urban cenires and
what urban boundaries should
be far each cenire.

The recommendation also
specifies component members
for o 10-~man steering commit-
tee to direct the study, pro-
vides a meechanism for getling
lenders from consultants’ de-
ledling sludy approach, te be
performed und cost estimates
and {inally requires the com-
miltee o recemmend a consul-
tant 1o perform the study,

Coun. Bouth suggested that
costs of the study might be
recouped from developers who
are allowed to build if growth
is eventually permitted. They
would be asked to pay a
surcharge on top of exisling
levies, he said, since this is the
method used in olher areas.
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The big paperwith the
big circutation
Covering Gegrgelown
Acton & Surrounding
Communities
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YEARS YOUNG

Georgetown's Exvelvn Walker celebirated her S0th blrthday
Tast Tuesday In grand siyvle wlth speciu! greetings from the-
uevar, comeyed by Coun, Walter Bichn, and (he knpwing
congratubatlons of twoe of her Kincourt nelghbors, Emily Bessey
and Jessie Willlnason, both of whom will also turn 90 this year,
Additional pholo aul story inshile,

i

{Phote by George Evashuk)

POT EVIDENCE
BELIEVED STOLEN

Unolicial reports indicate that an estimated $35,000
worth of marijuana helng held as evidenee in o court cose
wias sielen during o break-in at the Mllton courthouse
Monday night, - :

Spakesmen for Hallon Regional Police, the sheriff's
office and the courthouse stalf declined to make any
comments on the rumor.

However, Noeb Bates, whe was brought in from
eulside Thalton to act as prosecutor in a drug coase, asked for -
{he declaration of o midstrlal yesterday morning at the start
of the second day of the triul, This s thaught te be related
with the alleged thelt of the marljouna,

—

Camerata apaln entertalned local residents with thelr
uniijie perfornting style in a concerl al leoly Cross Church last
Wednesdasy, The concert, sponsored by the Halion 1itls Arts
"ouncil. was a heritage concert, destgned (o be played in restored
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th centurs buildipgs arvund Ontarte. The evenlng featured
sonpes aod recilstions such as would have been heard in
perioerances VR vesrs ago in the old town hall, or In the parlors
ol larpe private homes, Heralil review, pape 3



