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She misses the warmth of Brazilians

By LORI TAYLOR
lHerald Staff Wrlter

Georgelown’s latest Hotary
Exchange student Marilyn
Thorne was homesick at first
when she left Canada last
year, but now that she's home,
she misses Brazil.

"One thing I really miss
Irem Brazil i3 the human
warmth,” she said. “When
you're walking on the street,
you see someone you know, it
docsn't matler whether it's o
girl or o bay, and they preect
you with o hug and three
kisses."

“Brazilians are so warm,
and they show their affection
so openly,” she continucd.
“They show their offection
physically, not just in words.”

Marilyn spent almost 13
monihs in Brazil with three
different familics. She stayed
an exira month so she could
atiend Carnival, a party which
runs continously for five doys.

Marily, who is 19, spent mast
of the year in n cily called
Lins, a place with all sorts of
different schools for cvery-
thing from dentistry to plastic
art. Lins Is known as the City
ol Schools, she said.

“Any lime the schools were
out on holidays, the city was
dead,"” she said, **As soon as
they get off school, everyone
goes home. It's sort of o
transfer, because all the
people who live in Lins go to
school somewhere else, and
the people who live elsewhere
come to Lins (o go to school.”

One of the differences Mari-
Iyn noted between students in
Canada and Brazil is the fact
that when Brazilian studenis
get their summoer holidavs, in
December, Joanuary and
February, they travel, where
Canadian studenis usualky
begin an immediate search for
work.

STUDIED ILANGUAGE

Marilyn lived with families
who spoke mainly Portuguese,
a language she was totally
unfamiliar with when she
arrived, She said after about a
week, she could understand
some of what was being said
around her, but it took six or
seven months before she was
really comflertable in the
Innguage. She had studied
French in school, and credits
this with making it easier lo
learn Portuguese.

In foct, now that she's bavk
in Canada, and speaking
English again, Marilyn says
she has difficulty thinking in
English, She sald when one of
her fricnds telephoned after
she arrived home, she begon
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without thinking to talk n
Porlugtese
Maeis nosaid Lins is a city in

sadd, "Alter [U'd been there for
u while, everybody khew me,
anit 'd walk dawn the sireet,
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she added. "o trip to the ce
creamn parlor s like a fashion
show, and if you go {o the
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Itatary Exchange student Marllyn Thorne shows the trophy she won during her siay in
Brazlt for belng the Hveliest person at Carnival. Marllyn arrived back in Canada Sinday morning
after 3 17-month stay in Brazil. 1t took her a while to become fluent in Portuguese, but now that
she's back, it's difficull to adjust to speaking and thinking in English agaln, she says.

the interior of Brazil and has a
ripid class system. While the
¢ity hay its weallhy citizens,
the salaries are low, and many
Brazstlians have lwo or three
jubis, she said,

"The prople in Lins were 5o
wahderful to me,”" Marilyn

ALL IN A DAY'S WORK

»

and they'd say hello,”
Brazillan men and women
toke a lot [ care with their
appearance, Marilyn said, The
men dress up, instead of
wearing t-shirts, jeans and
running shoes, she said.
“The girls dress up, too,

]

(Herald pholo}
movics you really “dress up.
The gicls wear a lot of jewelry
too. I don't know how they can
stand up with all the chains
and necklaces they wear."

The weather in Brazil is not
entirely what people in Canada
think it -is, Marilyn said.

People think of Brazil as a hot,

tropical climate, bul durning

June, July and Aupusi, the

lemperature can drop down to

-H} degrees Celsius, she said.
CLAIMB TO 00

But n I sumner the
temperature can chimb to 40
depgrees Celsius, or W4 degrees
Fahrenheit, shw continued.
The homes tend Lo e designed
fur the exireme heat, with
open windows and deoors, and
as a result, iU's very cold in the
winter, Marilvn said,

“And |'ve never seen such o
country for rain,” she saiud. It
rained for part of November,
all of December and part of
January.”

Brazilians  have dilferent
vating habits than whatl
Canadians nre accustomed Lo,
Marilyn said. They eat break-
fast consisting of bread, cofice
and milk. Lanch'is a full dinner
every dav, and is followed by a
siesta. Every day, lunch and
dinner include the same dish of
rive and beans, she said,

Marilyn saig that belore she
arrived in Brazil, she was
expecting 1o have certain
restrictions placed on her, and
to have to conflorm to rules set
out by the familics she was
staying with, but instead she
wis atlowed to come and go
pretty much as she pleased.,
She was never chaperoncd,
although the custom persists,

Marilyn sald in a family
where there is 2 son and o
daughter, the davghter might
viol be allowed Lo go oul on a
date wunless her brother
accormpanied them. She would
afso not be allowed to be in a
car alone with a boy.

For entertninment, young
people in Bratil can see first-
run movies from the United
States for the equivalent of 75
cents, Theere are also dances
which begin "Bt midnight and
cotitinue until the sun comes
up. Then everyone gocs home
for a big fcast, Marilyn said,

“1 loved the dances," she
said.

But the best fun of all was
Carnival, Marilyn said. She
waiched Carnival in Rio de
Janelro on television because
“*it's expensive and It's
dangerous™, but she went to

the Camnival In Lins. -
“Carnival was the best five

nights of my life,"” Marilyn
said, *It's five days of non-stop
dancing, drinking, costumes,
mrtying* and fantasy. They

ven marvellous parade, and
they judge the entires, and the
best one is awarded a fantistie
cash prize. And at the end of
Carnival, 1 was awarded o

trophy {or being the liveliest
one there!™

Marilyn finished high school
lefore she left” Canada {or
Brazil, buat she wasn'l idle
turing her stay.

PLAYED PLAND

“I couldn’t stand not to be
busy,” she said. “Anvihing
that went past my nuse, | did,
Anvihing 1 wanled, [ went
after and Twasn’t about to stop
unti) T haud 31"

Among her activities were
learnmg how to paint, erochel,
and play the plano. She ek a
course in phatography and one

in interior decorating, and .

gave privale lessons  in
English. She also look o nurs-
ingt conrse, for which she had
hoped to receive a credit, bt
because of her iravels, shy
missed 1oo many clisses,

[ did some interming at a
hospilal, three himes a week, in
all Uwe different arcas of the
hospital,”  Marilyn said, [
chiedin’t ke the course but [ like
the hospital work. ) worked for
about twe manths in the
surgtcal area, and thal was my
favorite, becpuse T was able to

see them perlornting surgery,

which I'd never scen belore.™

Marilsn said she isn't sore
w il she wants 1o do new that
she's back m Canada, but
she'd like Lo be able to put the
Portupguese she's learned to
wse, uithough she doesn't know
haw that could be done.

slartdlvn dad a 1ot of travell-
ingt white she was in Brazil and
visited many different gities.
In one cily, Oure Preto, o
company  called General
Minerals mines semiprecious
slones, aod  she boupght 2
number of them lor souvenirs.
Amaong the stones she brought
hack are  topaz, opals,
amethysts, tourmualines,
agquamarines and  onyx,
Marilyn said the students cul
stones and self them to tourisls
L finance their studies.

Marilyn said she particular-
Iv misses the third family she
stoyed  with, because  they
ireated her like a member of
the family, “like 1T was one of
their daughters.” She spent
Christmas with this family. In
Irazil, people open their gifls
shartly  before midnight
Christrnas Eve and then have
a huge feast at midnight.

Maridyn said when she first
arrived in Brazil, she was
nfore homesick for her native
Harbados than she was for
Canada, because  Brazil
reminded her of Barbados, She
and her family emigrated 1o
Canada in 1969,

“Iouiss Brazil o ol After a
year there, 1 was more Brazil-
ian than the natives," she said.
“I was very unhappy {o say
peed-bve oo my Jast famiky, 11
wrile Lo them, but 1'd just like
!.u‘h:n't- them with me, [U's
pokd that they speak some
English becanse 'l be able to
write them in English if 1
forpel my Portugucese. ™

aariyn said that she learn-
el to be independent while she
wils away for o year,

“"When you live with vour
prirents, you're nol completely
dependent hecause they're
always here to help you and
vou never really have to do it
on your awn,"" she said,

“I'm stll trying to get used
to the fact ¢hat I'm back in
Canada,” Marilyn said, "1
can’t believe o year has gone
so fast. [ loved every second of
i, :
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© The Edmentor Thunderbirds arrived in Aclon lasl weck for 8 week-long stay climaxed by a
joint concert with the Acton High School band. The fTute section ia shown here rehearsing prior to

the Thursday concert. The evening's program began with a concert by the Thunderblrds, and
concluded with the band playing tegether for a few numbers.
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- Area investigator shuns TV ‘private eye’ image

Ay MAGGIE HANNAIL
Herald Speclal

Televislon's image of the
private investigator [eaves-ihe

notion that he ar she leads o

glamourcus life (ull of close
large expense
cheques, but Robert Hunter,

calls and

head of Hunter Investigations

and Security Ltd. in Brampton
to promote a rather

likes
different image.

His Investigators necd a

good personality, good physic-
al presence, comimon sense

and the patlence of Job, Mr.

Hunter told The Herald recent.-
ly. I they have those things,
they can learn to keep their
mouths shut and their eyes and
ears open durlng the training

he givea new employees,

To be licenced as a privale
Investigator, an applicant
must be 21, and have no
criminal record. The Onlario
Provincial Police licence each
investigator and the licence
must be renewed each Marceh,

Mr. Hunter agid he finds
women lo be better investiga-
tors than men.

““They're more particular in
getting information and most
of them have n belter way with

people for getting the informia-
tion they need.” he says.
"There is no maximum age,
although the minimum is 21. 1
have a lady investigator who is
68. She's probably ene of the
best enes ['ve known, Women
arc just gencrally more rell-
able than guys with investiga-
tions.™

Apart from training with a
firm like Mr. Hunter's, a
roapective investigator could
ﬂnish Grade 32 or 13 and then
take the two-year law enflorge-
ment ocourse at  Humber,
Sepeca or Sheridan College.
Very lew graoduales actually
{urn lo priyate invesligation,
Mr. Hunter says.

SIX YEARS

Hurnter himsell has

Mr.

L]

SNl $1X YCeIrs as an insuronee
underwriter, seven years with
the Clunguacousy police force
amd five years with o Toronto
Law firm. He also served as
the Toranto office manager of
the warld's third larpest
recurity and investligation
firm.

From mndest  beginnings
with two emplovees when Mr.
Hunter started his business in
1977, 1l has grown lo support
slaff  of approximately 15
investigalors and 150 security
guirds. Many  investiyalors
only work part-time and hold
down another job as well. The
turs-over m security guards is
tremendnus,

Mr. Hunter's firm has three
divisinns: investigations,
which he handles himself:
securily, Which is run by Peler
Allas:  and  special - evenls
which s handled by Ester

Laothiner,

The speciul evenls categnry
includes such things as looking
after the Plaver's Internation.
al tennis tournoment at York
Universily, various baznars,
and the Miss Canada and-Miss
Tern Canagda Pageants this
mionth.

Miss Laohner has been wilh
the firmy more than a year and
s just completing her law
enforcement course - al
Humber, In working for a
spevial event, she will not only
organire the security, she will
also have 1o work out things
like crowd control so that
minor irfilations don’t turn
into arpguments or evern fights.

The Hunter agency hires
literally hundreds of studenis
for speciol events and not atl of
ithem have to be 18, They are
not expected to {earn fancy
self-defence techniques. Thetr
basic philosaphy is public rela-
tions.

“If the thing s set wp
pasitively o avoid confusion

there is very rarely a need Lo
use force,” Mr. Hunter says.

“We use o ol more pgirls at’

special events, They have a
nicer way about them ond even
ab irate guy will think twice
about swearing at o pirl."”

Men now wear blazers and
slacks while the girls wear
three-plece suits. They have
potten away from the military
palice look securily guards
ance used, since [t seemed Lo
antagonize some people and, in
terms of good public relations,
this was seen as o poor image,
»r. Hunter says.

Mr. Hunter sald he fecls that
security and investigations go
hand wn” hand.. His licence
allnrws him 1o work anywhere
in Omario. He can also send
invesligators out of the
province to follow up on a case
as long as the investigation
hegan in Ontarlo,

One wf his longest cases
hepan in Ontario and has gone
arount} the world. His client's
husband took the couple's
young san with him to Monaco
antd oblnined a divorce there
without her knowledge. Since
then, he has been to Brazil,
Germany, Vancouver, Zurich
Switzerland, and the Isle of
MMan with ane of Mr. Hunter's
people on his trail.

LUCRATIVE PART

Whtle investigalions are the
mns{ Jucrative part of the
business bhecause they are
more technical and therefore
the cosl can be higher, securlty
provides more money because
it's stricily bulk. Investigniors
carn $5 to §7.50 an hour, plus
car expenses if they are using
their own vehicles. Security
puards get $£1.85 to $5 an hour,

- While Hunter's may be the
only Investigation firm in
Brampton, thereare six others
in Peel, a couple in Qakville,
one in Burlinglon and 17 in
Toranlo. _

The firm belongs to the

%
]

International Police Congress,

so |l he turned down a job he

could probably suggest some-
one clse who could meet the
client's necds, Mr. Hunter
SAYS.

The police set no rules
concerning what a company
can charge. Clienls in some
cases may be asked ns much
as $40 an hour for investiga-
tions. Mr. Hunter asks
clienls for o retalner and
works on case until it is
eilher finished or Lhe money is
use¢d up. He will then cither
refund the remainder of the
relainer or ask for more,
depending an the situation,

As well as investigation, the
campany serves documents
such as summanses. One of his
people showed the ingenuily to
earn his pay.

“We were asked to serve a
summons to Lhis guy the
sherifi  couldn't get,” M,
Hunler says. “"The sherifi had
tried unsuccessfully for some
time, so we knew we had to be
preparcd, Qur personwent lo o
telephone boath across from
his office and called him. When
he answered the phone and
admilted his identity, the
caller asked him to hold the
line a moment, ran across the
road and knocked on his door.
He was still on the phone when
he handed him the summons,
sa he couldn't refuse iL."”

Mr. Hunter has no use for
fircarms in his business.

"1 wouldn't have them if [
coild,” he says emphatically.
“We don'{ need Lhem. That
would only be asking for
trauble and it's best to avoid
them. 1 suppose. §'d ask for
them il T was Jooking alter a
big ceniract for cigarelles,
money ar drugs. Otherwise, 1
want no part of them."

ALLYALUABLE

Mr. Hunier feels that no
matter what previous work an
investigator has been In, it is
all valuable experience.

his -

The company bockiet ]ists
complele insurange, commer- -
cial, criminal and domestic
investigation, pre-trial investi-
gation, background informa-
tioin on individuals or organiza-
tinns and {actual material for
managements considering a
meiger or acquisition as part
of their service capabilities.
They also supply photographic
evidence with both still or
movie {ilm, locale wilnesses
and serve subpocnas, [race
missing persons or losl heirs,
do electronic sweeps to delect
hidden microphones or other
intrusion devices, and supply
undercaver investigalors who
work as emplovees for the
client, to explore and control
inside thefts, embezzicment er
any of a host of other infringe-
ments.

Investigations are donein all
major languages and 24 hour,
seven day a week service Is
offered.

Hunter's services also
include commercial and resi-
dential  securily, Industrial
securily, patrol car service,
consiruclion sile service and
special events,

Although Brampton is the
heme base, Mr. Hunter
commented he has done plenty
of work in Georgetown and
Acton, Amang his cases were
re-examination of defence
wilnesses in preparation for

the trinl following the 1978

death of a Georgetown man in
the McGibbon Hotel. His
company also supplied securi-
ty during the filming of Never
Trust an Henest Thiel this past
summer.

He says his campany-does a
tot of litigatlon werk for Toron-
to lawyers. He also does a
tremendous amount of legal
aid investigations, "probably
more than any other company
in Ontario™. Most firms aren’t
intercsted in legal aid work
because it takes so long to get
paid, he says,

Atunter [nvestigations Is divided Into three parts. Bob Huntler (sealed) runs Lhe
investigations sectlon. Ester Lehner organizes special events and Peter Aljas looks aiter the

securily sectlon of the business.

(Herald photo)




