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Outdated bill

Halton region's 1,200 secon-
dary school teachers are facing
their first strike in the region’s six-
year history this spring unless the
current round of negotiations prove
fruitful in coming weeks,

Clearly, should the teachers
follow through on last week's
nearly unanimous rejection of the
Halton school board's ‘‘final
contract offer’, students at 18
Halton schiools have little hope of
seeing an early settlement prevent
the apparently imminent strike,

More importantly, the
rovincial ministry of education's
nilure thus far to introduce
amendments which promise to at
least relieve problems associated
with leachers' contracts and
contract renewals confronts those
same students and their coyn-

- “terparts across Ontario with an

ominous future of interrupted
terms and a disjointed edueation.

A year after negotiations

began here with the objective of
ratifying a teacher's contract for
the 1979-80 season, they remain
stalled somewhere between the six
per cent annual pay hike being
offered by the board and the 2.4 per
cent hike the teachers say it really
represents,
_ Last week, a staid 99.1 per cent
of the voling teachers elfectively
turned their collective back on the
six per cent across-the-board offer,
indicating that in the two months
since the Ontario Secondary School
Teachers Federation took over
local negotiations, it, too, has made
no real progress.

Today (Wednesday), fina)
hopes for negotiations flicker, but
these involved vow that any failure
to make ‘'significant’” progress

slows contract
negotiations

could see permussion requested to
hold a strike vote early next month.

The teachers, each earning
between $13,300 and $28,500 a year,
have made it clear that issues
concerning salary, teacher-pupil
ratioc in the classrooms and
maintenance  of teachers'
retirement gratuities are im-
portant enough that arbitration is,
at this point, not a viable alter-
native for them.

The siluation in Halton is
tyﬁicﬂl of the kind of “‘charade”
which contract negotiations
become due to outdated and
inadequate Sruvincinl legisiation.
Halton board chairman Bill Herd
said as much last week and we
couldn't agree more.

We join Mr. Herd and others in
urging education minister Bette
Stephenson to make her long-
awaited move to amend RBiil 100 in
accordance with the stated wishes
of several regional school boards.
Whether the minister goes out on a
limb to back proposals that non-
certified teachers should be hired
during strikes or slse simply takes
sleps to speed up the contract

-negotiation process, she must

readily admit that the legisiation
as ‘is holds much room for im-
provement,

The seemingly interminable
studies conducted by factfinders
appointed to get things rolling in
such cases is a good example of
tow much time can be spent ac-
complishing little if anything.
Subsequent manoeuvres by both
parties constitute a confrontation
innouncertain terms, far-removed
from the kind of arbitration
process legislators no doubt
originally had in mind. -

Letter from

Paul Dorsey

An afterthought

As amply recounted last week, Lhe
federal vlection provided plenty of human
drama bere an Bramplon-Georgetown,
where former Liberal MP Ross Milne was
placed an o the  publicly-embarrassing,
persorally humitialing position of accept-
I o viclory he was told he'd won and
then luiving 1o concede defeat instead.

I Mr Milne's squeaker defeat by
incuimbent John McDermid heralds the
former’s palitical ceticement, it would be
a partwalarls unfortunate end to another
Profusing carcer in OLLw;l,

Tmagine the seene at Liberal head- -

quarters that mght as Ailn. supporters,
almost  delirions  at  thew  apparent
suceess, urped theit candidate 10 the

nicrophose monwnts after erroncous poll ..

relurns advised everyone in the riding
that.John MeDermid had narrowly lost his
sic-nmonth old job in Parliament.

The news, accompanied oddly-enmgh
by the rumor that the incombent was on
his way overto Liberal headquarters, was
vipeclilly gratilying to Grits who had
been told of Mr McDermid's femarks
eather  thal cvening concerning  the
nuality  of the Brampten-Grorgetown
electiom campaign

Already flushed with vietory by 10:30
e when it sull appeared he had a
Jkvole margin over Mr, Milne, Mr.
MeDermid surprised reporters during an
impromptu  press  confercnce in his
“headquarters by describing the campaign

i i 1 ::3-1 ﬂ.?‘iﬂ?wh-mitllfﬁ a Iq..
pal v Tt pe” 2 8 i ey

as “lhe dirtiest” he's ever seen,

Staading - nearby, 1 was  frankly
ainazed that among the lirst words spoken
hy e newly-re-elected MP were those
attacking his political apponents for what
he termed ther deliberate and organized
program  of destroying  Tory  election
sifins

Widespread vandalism os it relates to
canlfpaign Signs is, of course, a reeurring
problene for ol parties, ane which 1o o
preat extent can ao doubl be blamed on
what o Liberal spokesman called
“oversealous supporiers”

For Mr. Mellermid to immediately
point o finger at his political opponents,
especially at bis moment of glory, struck
me as an vimnous example of narrow.
mindedness Cerlainly,  the  repeated
destruction of signs is a frostrating and
eostly - affair for any  candidate, but
withoul advquate proof of an “orgunized”
assault an those signs the offered none),
the MP was perhaps going . little too fur
in lambasting his opponents, nameless
though they remained

Cocky and self-confident he apprared
b ame that mght, bul Jolin MeDermid, one
musl concede, does deserve more of a
chance al representing this riding than
Iw's had thus far. You've got your chanee,
siF, allweit in the Gpposition this time: et
us hear [rom you, particularly your
supporters v Georgetown, where the
Lalance of power was largely maintained
in Lhis riding
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How much is an MP worth?

(itawa Bureau
of The Herald
- How much is s member of Parliament
warlh?

All Hales has been pondering that
guestion for the past six months,

ITales is the Commission to Review
Sabaries of Members of Parliaoment and
Stepalors and for $250 2 working day has
heen determining just what an MP and a
Stehator should be paid,

Hales, appointed commissioner [ast
fall, 15 working for Parlinment under o
1976 anendment to the House of Cominons
andl Benale Act.

The amendment, passed afler o long
detigte both in gnd out of the Commaons on
MPs' salaries, calls for a commission 1o
review salaries to be set up follawing
it weneral clection,

Hales' report will be tabled in the
Commons 15days after the next session of
Parliamenl resumes.

“You can’t pass the buck to someom
else.” savs Hales of his one-man chore.

e lalked to MPs, Commens and
semite Speakers, the three party whips,
semite and Commens ¢lerks and admini-
strators, MPs" wives, the chiefl electoral
oificer, two officials of the Canadian
Teacher's Federation, presidents of two
universilies, cconomists, carporation
presudents qind business associotion
Liarils.

"YOU'DNE SURPRISED"

“You'd be surprised at what the MPs
sail,” savs MHales., “They're not all in
faver of increases. In no way."

Hales savs his report is fur-reaching
and presoits a “brand-new concept in the
approach tnestablishing salaries for MPs
and Senalors ... particularty in the area of
allowiinees, "

-~ MPs are now paid $30,600 a year, plus
a tax-free gllowance ranging from a
minimum of $13,500 (o $17,900.

Sematars get $I0.500 & year and o
Lax-lree expense nllowonce of $6.600.

The* extra $100 for Scnators is the

resultl of a different interpretation of the
"autemalic' pay increase MPs and
senalors receive every year, Parliamen-
barians get an automatic inerease of seven
e cent er e annual inflation rate,
whichever is lower.,

Hales waon’t say what he recommends
belore Parhament sees his report, but it is
clear the major thrust of his recommenda-
tiins wilt be in the area of allowances.

Allowances, says Hales, take ina very
brovad field, from transportation {o and
fram  an  MP's riding to telephone
allowiinees.,

His concern is with trovel allowances,

Thetwo Northwest Territories MPs
receive the largest expense allowances, of
S17.900. Another 22 MPs [rom remole
ridings receive $3,100 on 1op of the basic
$LL.50 allowance,

SOTONLY TRAVEL

Not only travel expenses come out af
the allowances bul living expenses as
well

“The majority of MPs can commute
ta Dhwir ridiogs,” says Hales. “But those
fram the far cast and the far west, in order
Ll hve o nermal Tamily life, like 1o bring
their lamilies 1o (Mtawa.*

Those 'who bring their families to
Oltawa, savs Hales, have no place 10 take
the cost of the move, and of maintaining a
residence in the riding and in Ottawa, but
[rom the expense allowance.

“1'm doing everything possible in this
report to keep families together,” says
Hales.

Hales will probably recommend that
the number of MPs receiving extra
expinse allowance be increased.

Alter consultation with the Chief
Electoral Officer, Hales came up with an
additional 10 ridings which are either
difficull to reach or have difficull travel
problems within the riding,

MPs, or their representatives from
e 1 ridings were asked to show Hales
how they might qualify for extra expense
allowates

Salary review full of surprises

"sone of them were very success-
full,” says Hales. “'Others didn’t qualifly,
in my opinion, bul it was a wverv
interesting, worthwhile exereise.”

One B.C. MP, says Hales, lives in a

-mountainous riding which hos an airport

which is fogeed in most of the time. When
the pirport in his ciding is logged in, he has
to drive to the riding from either Calgary
or Vanvouver, a distance of 400 miles,

There's an airport at Spokane, Wash.,
140 mifes from the MP's riding. But his
travel allawance won't pay for {lighls on
U5, airlines.

The MP gets economy air lare ence a
work for a trip to and from his riding: the
car rental for the 400 mile trip comes out
ol his expense allowance.

GOnee in his riding, the MP's problemss
continue. Heads in the riding run north
and south, following the valleys. Going
fram east to west or west to east in the

riing can mean travelling the entire ]

nerth-south distance of the riding belore
coming to an cast-west read.

The mileage costs for those trips come
mat of the expense allowance, as well,

A Quebee MP, with the Magdelen
[slands in his riding, has anolber type of
prabiim.

1 think there's 14,000 people in the
riching.” savs Hales. e rthe MP3 can go
by ferry, but it takes a whole day, He has
to fiv, and 11 costs him $340 That $340
comes out of his expense aliowance.”

He was the MP for the Guelph,
Chtarin, riding of Wellington South from
1957 1o 1974, winning a seat held by the
Litrerals for 22 vears,

ttne of his moest fasting aecomplish-
ments as an MP was establishment of the
Parliamentary- Intern Program, which
pives W ograduate students from Canadian
wversities the chance o work for a year
wilh an MP,

While an MP, Hales was chairman of
the Common Public Accounts Commities,
the committer which keeps an eve on
povernment spending.

Annual rite of student protest

shows need to equalize grants

tjueen's Park Bureau
of The llerald

Cume springlime the grass hery will
hkely be trompl.ed once again by students
demonstrating their displeasure with
government spending policies.

It has became an annual pitual to boo
volleges and universities minlster Bette
Stephenson and cheer opposition party
spokesmen,

Apparently the Ontario Federalion of
Students 1OFSE and a number of universi-
v student councils are gearing up for
anolher run in 1980,

As inprior rallics at Queca's Park, the
focus will be on money.

And, like previous rallies, the students
will ruin a good case by making wild
claims based on sophomoric ideology.

Stephenson has announced a 7.5 per

cent tuition fee increase province-wide,.

wilh each university having the option of
adding another 10 per cenl on top if it
wants.
FREE SCHOOL

Lince operating grants to cotleges and
universities will be up only 7.2 per cent,
two per cent less than the Ontario Council
on University Affairs says ils members
need, 1t seems likely some extra fee hikes
will go through, ,

OF5 and company object, even Lthough

ey reason exists for sludents  being
extnipled from the costs of inflation by
RECENNE Tuition Teve)

For somebody from o [ower-income
househald o bigger tuition bite will hurt, so
the government has said it will allocate
$3.3 mulhion in additional student
assistance,

If OFS was te contend that amount is
too fow, and tear up the Queen's Park
lawn in protest, they might have a point.

Instead the demonstrators will be
here 1o argue for unrealistic total abolition
of tuttion, to be {ollowed by “living
allowances’™ for all studems from the
povernment.

NOPROOF

OFS theory is thal loewer-inceme
people don’t atlend university in the same
propartion as the wealthy because lack ef
maney deters their entry.

Mo prool exists this allegation is true,
and common sense indicates that non-
financial reasons {such os lack of
emphasis oneducation at home) are much
more importlant deterrents. ‘

Hut i1 is true that money is a major
concern to many when they consider going
to umversity. Thal is one reason why we
have student grants and Jeans,

And here's where OFS should be
focusing their indignation.

TORIES TOO

Evenatudent Tories ~ whodon't agree
with most OFS silliness —~ believe not
ennugh money is being allocated to
student assislance programs.

in a brel o Stephenson last
Navember their organization { Ontario PC
Campus Association} advocated abolish-
ing loan ceilings as well as ndjusting
living allowances for inflatlon.

She shold take their recommenda-

Lisms 1o heart.

Students must be responsible for part
of the cosls af their education through
tuition, but at the same time money must
be available for poorer students to borrow
il they need it

s society cdn (or should) puarantes
vipitdity  of  resulls, but  equality of
opportunity there must be, 1t is foo bod
(o5 and {riends won't stick to lighting for
that.
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Halton’s
History

From our files

THIITY  YEANS  AGO-This  week's
stinary shows the coldest and stormicst
ol the winter, The average minimum of
rere s way below the normal February
AR HTL

Harry  Lawson,  Ivear-ald  Aclon
soithpivw . left on Monday for a Florida
tranmit ciunp, where he will try out for a
e deater team '

Brum The llerald's adverlisemnents:
A Rramd sale at Wrdls of Georgelown,
Livdlies shoes, 3 cent to g2 oy Suils, $18.95
ardlup Ladies" tnlored hlouses, regularly
$HU, fow SO Ladies' housedresses,
L6 and up '

There s aoreal aburdance of wild life
u the townstup of Esquesing. There were
19 [axes shot inthe taw nship in one maonth.
This $5 county bounty is helping 1o keep
divan the nuisance cansed by these pusts,
wihieh do much dn Mg to ]ﬁmllr:s' flocks,

TWENTY YEARS AGO--The Lever sub-
division reporl was unveiled Monday
when town awditor 11A. Lever tliscussed
the report al couneyl n wweting. The repard,
ordered last {0l (o “regport on costs of all
released subdivicions and probubie costs
of fulure enes", numes educstion as the
o reasen for o 26 mall rate riss from
MHS o 1059, plus  incrensed  street
munmlenanee,  debenture charges, and
“laiture to levy an adeguate tax rate in
preceding years™

The present enralinient of 273 pupils of
oty Cross Schiool is expected to increase
10 the next year, creating the peed for two
more classrooms, i was learned at the
Separatle School  Hoord meeting  [ast
Woednesday . An Juditonium amd a kilchen
will be included, with the jntention of
making the sehoal the pansh centre.

Fadith Mary, Lady Windle, 90, widow
of Sir Berlram Windle, died Monday al
her home, 39 Edith Street, Sir Bertram, an
aulharity on anatomy and anthropology,
wis associted with universitios in Britain

A Treland, and Jater becime professor

of anthropology at 81, Mwchaol's College,
Taranto. Hewas knighted for his scientifie
work

Camuthian Shorthorns were in the
limehighl st the newly estabiished All Byl
Sale at Winchester, Virginia, There were
123 bulls in the siele from eight states and
e provinee of Ontario, The top six selling
balls all came from Oatarin. S.G. Bennell,”
Creorgetown hae the top seller. with a son
ol his UNE champion Seotsdale Lucifer.
The price was $1,500, :

A thelt perpetrated  at the 1GA
Foadlimer st Wednesday night netted the
thief 168 pounds of poultry, dressed and
wed, and convemently parcelled in four
bushel baskels Constables Evan Helling
anid Hon Hankine  apprebended  the
chicken lover in Norval the next morning
hefore be had an opportunity te exercise
tis appelite on the birds

TEN  YEARS  AGO-Justice DA
Rivhardson directed a supreme eourt jury
to bring back a verdiet of not guilty by
reasel ol imsanity in the traal last week of
a Tornnto man charged with altempting to
mdrder Jimes Blair in his Water Street
apartmenl October 19 e was  also
charged with wounding with intent. and
assanlt cousing hodily harm. The avcused
wis sent lo Penetanguishene Hospital for
the eriminally insane,

baquesing  council vielded to an
urgent plea from their plinning board
Monday mght and decided o hire o
pramntng consultant at an estimaled cosl
hetween $12.000 and $15,000 The pla nning
hoard pomted out the greally increased
achivity an the township and urged a
planning consullant be hired to help draw
up an official plan 1o repufate such
activities. They admitted they  need the
spport help of municipal engineers and
planming consultints to support  their
tevisinns,

A plan by whuch g joint committee of
Halton publie and separate school trustees
could decide types of sharing between the
two syslems would be welcomed hy the
county separale school boged, chairman
Peter Walters sind List week, He was
commenting on the prepesals contained in
o repart by the Ontario Separate School
Trusters Assoctalion

The controversial question of erecting
i wasle disposal plant an a 98-acre site
south of 22 Sideroad and Highway 25 is
now n the hands of Esquesing pfanning
beweral. Monddoy mipht council devided to
turn  the matler over o them for
recommendation, aller Kenneth Langdon,
appearing on behalf of the 25 areg
resudents present at e meeting, suggest-
e that eourse of action. The five
ratepayers who made the Irip te Sarnin
last weell o inspect o similar plant
returned disillusioned and vranimously
opposed

ONE YEAR AGO--The Hallen board of
educahion has been told by the ministry of
ecducation that st will nol approve inglusion
of a1 eompulsory course in parenting in the
curriculum for secondary school students,
bl that il could be implemented in grades
Tonid #

1lalton region, Haltun Hills and the
Interested Citizens Group ([CG) are now
all awailing the vutcome of a forthcoming
summit mevting with Premer Bill Davis
hefore camumitting themselves to specific
action in their oppasition te the Bruce io
Mifton  hydre  transmission  corridor.
Following a briel ¢losed-loor sessjon last
Wednesday, Halten  regional  councl)
apreed o awail further direction from
Haltan Mills council in the maiter before
voling fo either abandon or continue its
own invelvement in the dispute

Management pecsonne]l at Acton
Superior Glove Works Limited have been
charged under the Labour RHelations Act
for firagl emyployees because they joined a
unon. The Canadian Union of Brewery,
Flour, Cereal. Soft Drink and Distillery
Workers filed charpes Feb, 19 with the
Onlario Labour Relations Beard sgalnst
company genersl manager Frank Geng
and supervisor Vi Weaver for attempling
ta “‘chall the applicants organiting
campaign’” discharging 12 employees
“hecoause they were members of z trade
umon.

Haltun regional - counciilors have
broken with ecstoblished policy, voting
themsclves o 52 per cent pay hike
although they are entitled to almost nipe
per cent. Bowing to fiscal restralints,
council voted laat Wednesday o increase
annual pay stipends for all 24 membera by
$493.




