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Georgetown’s cultural explosion
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It was a weekend of art and music

Frank Black, regarded s somethlng of an institutlon In

Geurgetown's cultural heritage,

is the sublect of o new,

three-weck retrospective at louse Sol on Charles Street. The
kG-vear old paloter, a contemporery of the Group of Seven, Is
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scen here Indhe studio of his E{::Iph Street home wilth a work in

IIToLEress,

{Herald pholo by Faul Dorsey)

in retrospective at Gallery Sol

By PALL DOHSEY
iterald FEditor

Flighteen vears afler contri-
buting to the first art exhibi-
Do ot Georpielown’s newly-
apeacd  Gallery  House  Sol,
arlist Frank Blacl.,
sCknowledged as something of
an institulion in the communi-
tv's  cullural heritage, has
lined the gallery’s walls once
agan for gt three-week, one-
man relrospective,

Henowned internalionaliy ns
a contemporary of the Group
of Seven and much-respected
lecally as o dvoamic catalyst

to the Georgetawn art scene,

M. Black was greceted with a
warm round of appliuse m the
apening of his new show in the
Charles Street gnlltr*_r, Salur-
day.
Hallon
MeDonald,

Hills Coun, John
who  Tormally
opened  the exhibition  with
words of  admiration  and
recollechions of first mecting
the artisl more than 20 vears
apo, spoke for all present when
he suggesied that Mre. Black's
work deserves a special place
uf homor in the new cullural
cotnplex planned for
construction on the Gearge-

Cwwn library grounds,

more of Mr. Black's
and
several others by other local

el hy

vear  old
cardoer

becouse I

Hermudn,

Mcebonald old ‘The

{oun.

Herald later that he antici-
pates virtwally unanimous
vouncil approval for a move to
set aside some space in the
new library

-theatre-art
pallery complex for one or
£ paintings
sketches, as well as
and deserving artists, includ-
ing perhaps artisan and
former  chiel  librarlan
Maroric Nazer, :

REVERENT MOOD

A reverent mood toeuched the
Lirge crowd  of  admirers,
former patrons, prospeclive
pairons and comrades-in-art -
many af them members of the
I’aicite and Pencil Club, the
founding of which was supgest-
bir. Black - as Coun.
MeDonnld recounted the #6-
parder's  devoled

“I only started painting
didn’t wanl to
work," Mr. Black laughed,
charming gallery visiters with
anccdotes as colorful as his
oils and watereolors lining the
walls,

There . was  the time in
where he  spent

A Halton Hills Arts Council feature

Evening of music was uplifting, courageous
in the joint choral society-symphony concert

By ENID WILLIAMS

Frost-filled air and erinchy
snow, begon the cvening of

“cullure at Holy Cross Church
when Georgetown Choral So-
ciety clevated the mind and
soul as well as alerting our
ears to n melodious rendition
of Beethoven's work,

Once  inside the majesiic
riructure of Holy Cross church
a capacity audience filled the
edifice. As the crowd multi-
plied quickly with anticipation
ef what wns te come,  the
[eching of excitement general-
ed through the mass of music
enthusinsis. The eye scanning
the church noted the number of
young children, youth, as well
as ndults, in the audience.

Communily televisjon had
set up for the event, so those
who missed the live perfor-
mance may enjoy lhe glorious
experience on your local tele-
vision stalion. -

The choral sociely opened
ihe programme with o choral
rendition of Oh Canada which
caused pride 1o swell ip oll, as
we felt the emotion and worth
of our cecuntry, through the
sensltive hills and valieys of
Rideout's arrangement of our
national anthem.

The choir then sang "The
Heavens Resound”, with ma-
Jestie, firm chords, grodually
softened by a passagedemand.
ing gentle interpretation the
choir satisfied, before soaring
into o final choral passage with
strenpgth and good balance.

The hallelujah chorus from
"Christ an the Mount of O-
lives™, boasted an impressive
introduction by the orchestra,
The soprano sectlon was very
precise and musically clear,
while the alios entered singing
int rich definite tones of assur-
ance. The male volees valiant-
ly tried io creale o good
balance.

The plece had interesting
swells and dimincundns which
stimulated us, then quictly
snothed us as the choir made
individual eniries genily but
decisively. A robust finish of
this piece with “Praise the
Lord” left us overwhelmed
wilh the lechnical musical ex-

pertise of the choir,

Egmont Overture Op. 84 fea-
lured the Oakville Symphouy
under the baton of Tony Royse,
their conducter, The strings
were delicately handled
throughout while the wood-
winds were somewhat glaring
in places. The percussion add-
ed the right touch and the
clarinets were sterling in per-
formonce as the piece pro-
gressed. While the piece seem-
ed to lack lustre, the interpre-
tation was mechanically right.

The programme continued
on o the Mass in C Major. As
the male chorus started the
piece with "“Kyrie Elicson™,
we were impressed with the
beautiful conirel, balance and
limbre of the male voices. The
choir was beawtifully disci-
plined and direcied with mean.

ingful dynamics,

The choir conlinued by sing-
ing “"Gloria™ which they bepan
wilh accurate attack and con-
vinecing musical ability. The
hills and vatleys in the inter--
pretation as the choral sec-
tions made their respeclive
entries, was pleasing Lo the car
and a credil to Dale Wood.

Seprano seleisl, Doreen Wil-
ford, overcame apparent
nerves in the openlng of her
solu work lo enthrall the au-
dience with her technlcal ex-
pertise. Meszo-soprano, Car-
alyn Simmons, sang with con-
irol and rich velvet brown
tones. She portrayed warmth
and soul in her singing and
assured us of her musical
knowledge. George De Kleor,
tenor soloislt was accurate in
his singing throughout the con-
cerl. Al times the orchestra
overpowered Mr. De Kleer's
solo parts but the audience
apprecialed his sensitive hand.
[ing of several passages. Bari-
tone soleist, Bill Brush was
masterful in his singing and he
was a musica! delight. His
confident performnnce was
impressive,

During the Glorin seclion,
the male voices were rich in
tone and very much togelher.
This section of the choir sang
with conlidence, very strong
color, and aclually convinced

us they were double in pum-

bers. Excelleat clarity of lones
was heard as the choir aroused
excltement while singing {he

Concentration is etched on the foce of this violinist with the Oakville Symphony, seen
prrforming with the Georgetown Choral Soclety al Joly Cross Church Sunday,

tHerald photo by Paul Dorsey )
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amen passage with elfective
dynamics,

The credo seclion of the
mass had a throb from the
orchestra and  sharing  the
limelight with the chaoir, they
soared 1ogether through 1
Helieve in One Ged"' which
was thrilling. A sharpness in
the seprane section marredl
this purlion of the mass only a
few measures as the timbre in
‘wther seclivns mellowed this
sounicl and they l[inished collee-
tively, pleasing the car. One of
Lhe highlights was in the choral
entries and suslaincd passages
the lusire of the voices was
exciting without the audienece
fully understanding the Latin
wirds,

The sponetus began with &
clear, definite acapells sung
with delinite entries and ba-
lanced sound, The male chors
had impact when they entered
singing “Heaven ad Eurth
are Full of The Glory'™; The
full choral worlh of choir was
excemplified in “"Osana in Ex-

celsis” followed hy a genlle -

prissage by solists as they sung
“Benedictus qui venit™  pre-
cisely and techmeally  well,
Daorcen Willord and Carnlyn

Simmons voices blended well
throughout, however, the four
vateces logether did nol always
blend,

As the “Agnus Del' hegan,
the choir sang with slrength
and the bass entry was rich in
limbre before the chair took up
the "ehallenge of singing O
Lamb of God"” wilh sensitlve
ihterpretation. Musically the
work of one of the great
master, Beelthoven, moved a-
long through *'[ona Nobis Pa-
cem”™ with contrel, bLalance,
emeotion, and afler an exciling
evening of musical harmony,
the choir concluded the C
Muajor Mass in peacefu! (ran-
quilily, -

The Oakville Symphony was
n plus in the evening of coler-
tainment as they complemen-
ted the Choral Sociely, particu-
tarly during the Mass i C
Major.

The evening ol music was
uplifling, courageaus and Lhe
choir sanpg with disciplined
ratning. In the C Major Mass
more emphasis on contrasls
between the segments would
hﬂl,'!{l b‘EE‘“ "ipl}l"ﬂflﬂlﬂ‘d Th-{:
secking, human ery inlended
in the Kyrie by Beethoven did

not quile happen with this
perfurmance and in the Credor
and Sanclus fuller swells and
"real soul” would have been
appropriate. However, when
you consider the overall per-
formance, all facets of exeel-
lence which made the concert
happen, the professionalism of
the soloisis and the fact the
choir were complemented by a
pleasing orchesira, we in Hal-
ton Hills shouvld be proud of our
Chorat Seciery.

Onee again Dale Wood chose
a programme which stimulal-
o the singers and audience
aftke, oune using courage and
determination to bring the
choir to such heights of excel-
lence. The fact the choir sang
in Lalin with apparenl ease,
presented the C Major work in
a prefessional  style. The
Geargelown Choral Seciely
has just scored a win in the
presence of hundreds who fell
the full cultural worth of this
recent concert.

The next conceri by George-
toswn Choral Society is May 10
and 11 and new male charus
members are always encour-
aged. Fo become & member of
a high standard choir, you may
calt 877-1638 for information.

OSSTF opposes offer
from Halton board

Herald Special

Distriet council and the exe-
cutive of Onlarlo Secondary
School Teachers' Federation
(OSSTF) District 9 are urging
members to reject the Halton
board of education’s final offer
when they vote tomorrow
{Thursday,

OSSTF exeeutive officer
teil Munro said the board's
affer represents & ¥ear aver-
age increase of only 2.4 per
cent rather than the six per
cent staled by the board be-
cause Lhe nffer is not relroac-
live.

Halton secondary  schoul
teachers have been working
withoul a contract since Aug,
31 and the comract will take
elfect the day it is signed, the
board suid last week.

Mr. Munro said he has never
knawn any board lo reacl
agrcement with its teachers
which is nat relroactive,

Even if the offer is retroac-
tive it would be well below
seltlements reached with sur-
rounding boarids, he said.

Teachers in Wentworth,
Durham, Yeork, and Tt:-mnlu
who are at the maximum
experience Jevel earn more
than %36,000 per year while
Halion teachers in the same
position have been offered

$24, D,

The provincial average in
thai calegory for seitlements
reached this year is expecied
tn be aboul $30,500, he said,
and teachers in neighboring
Lincaoln and Peel have refjected
$31,000 oifers from  their
boards.

Although the board says it
will add §5 teachers to the staff
lolal for the secondary panel
durtng the process of lowering
the pupil-teacher ratio from
17.7 to 17.48 in the next two
years, Mr. Munro sald he
cxpects the reverse Lo occur.

Board figures on projected
enrolments indicate that 78

jobs will disappear by 1982 and

the federation » mystificd o
acenunt for the exira leachers.,

The teachers are opposed 1o
giving up a retirement gratoi-
Iy and equate it with the
severence pay given o em-
playees rvi:rmg frnm other
fiekds.

When gratuities were inlme-
tuced in the province more
than 20 years ago, teachers
wiived thoir annual inerement
for that year, he said. There-
fore the board has no right 1o
claim the teachers didn't e ¥
for thus benefit.

Teachers must werk for a
board for 10 vears before they

can qualify for any gratuily
payment, he said, and it takes
unather five wvears with the
board 1o reach the 50 per ceant
af finol salary maximum al-
lowed in the agreement,

With teachers’ nwobilily 1t is
ridiculous for the board 1o
assume tha! many, let alone
ail, of i1s teachers will qualily
for maximum gratuity on re-
tirement, he said.

“We abject very sirongly to

this attempt at contract strip- -

ping.” he said. “'We're toving
te improve our benefils, nnl
reduce them. This hasn't even
et an issue with  other
boards

The teachers feel insulted by
the board's offer, he said, and
he has little doubt that 1 will
be rejected. Teachers recog-
nize the need to controd spend.
ing but they won't subsidize
the public costs just bevause
granis from the provincial
government have been cur-
tatled and boards are short of
funds.

I the offer is rejected pro-
vinciat negotiators hope o he
able 1o po back to the baprd
and seck another seltlemenl
without resorting to o strike
vole. Mre. Munre could make
o gFuesses on how soon sich
action would be undertaken.

miuch of his bovhood while his
Frnglish father served as a
shipping cogineer, when a
nalive woman wenl tn great
[engths o preserve  Mr,
Black™s peace of mind white he
painted a seascape that includ-
ed p view af her home,

“That's my house yon're
painting,” the woman proudly
told Mr. Black, vowing 1o use
her hreom 1o clear off any
pestering  youngsters who
might bother him. (e of those
vouths, he also recalled,
informed the artist he had an
uncie in the same profession,
bul he painted “real-dike™
boy demanded ten cenlts in
ceturn foc letting Ar.
paint his home,

Of the House Sol exhibilion,
which ¢ontinues unti! March 6,
Mr. Rlack told visilors, I’y
like they soy on TV: it nukes
vou feel like a somebndy'.™

Coun. McDonald made il
¢lear, however, that Mr. Black
became o “somebody™ many
years before his first one-man
exhihition ol House Sol.
(diselle Sommier, wife of galle-
ry proprictor John Sommer,
explained that Ar. Black's
work wis among thal featured
in House Sol's opening show in
192, Shortly yiter, she said, he
had his first vac-man exhibi-
Lian there.

WOUNDED TWHE

Coun. McDonald’'s intro-
duction traced Mr. Blacks life
from bis carly ecducation in the
Bermuda naval academy,
through tweo woundings during
World War I the studied art
further while recuperating), to
the advertising and  design
department  at  MeLean's
Muiazine.

Finally commilted to g
career thooart, Mr. Black
continued Dis studies alongside
Arthur  Lismer and  opther
members of the still to he
formed Group of Seven at the

¥

The
Bhick

pld OUntario College of Art and
elvewhere. He  carried  an
combining his Ime for the sea
with his passion for painting,
working  wilh  twao  of  the
world's  [oreinost  marcine
painters, Emicl Gruppe and
stanley Wondward, and saw
his warks become increasingly
popubiay i Ontarie Secicty of
Artists jurs shows amd Later
with e prestigisns Royal
' Canadian Academy.

Having setiled in Geoerge-
town Inore lhan a quarter-
ventury g, Mr. Black and his
wile  Lilliin,  hersell an
accomplished  desipgner af
mullinery,  were  acguainbed
with other  Gidented  artists
whi like them, hiked through
the rural areas suerounding
the communily in search of
subject  matter  fer  their
paandings and sketehes.

{'oun, Mcllonald noled that
Mroand Mrs. Black stell live in
the same house on Guelph
Street which Lillian fell in love
with and bought during o visit
from Tormnto  The eriginal
structure, he added, was built
hy Georgetown's  founder,
Grorge Rennedy

The many el pointings,
walercolars and skveiches
assembled by Mre. Sooner for
the relrospective demonstrate
the artist’s versalility, spann-
g nearty 7uvears and, almost
without exception, exvanplify.
ing Mr. Black's vwn advice to
his students to “slrive {or
haldness™ i color, composi-
tioeey ol texture,

Also on dhisplay is one of the
large madel sailing ships Mr.,
likick has assembled it keep-
g with bis wave-washisd past.
Acknowledging that hack-
proumd for ils impoariance lo
Mr. Black’s work., Jehn
sommer (uoted Jurhn
slaseficld in his  brief
calalogue for the shaw: "Life,
like the seq, is full of mystery
and hidden currents'.
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<« Not unl:r is Frank Black I‘.;IHI[EI'I.II'."d artist hal he Is also n
proficlent builder of model ships like the one plectured above.

(Herald photo)

One-man show for Frank Black

About the Hills~

Society meets

The FEsyuesing Historical Society will be holding its
annial meeting February 25 al Knox Presbyterian Church,
Guest speaker ol the meeting will be Lynn Barnard, owner
af Peaniesworth. Ms. Barnard will be talking abeut the

tistory of Aain Street in Georpetown,

Her talk sill he

acvompanied by slides provided by Bruce Harding, Thu

meeetmg will began ot 8 pon,

Top donors

Al the Red Cruss Hlood Donor Clinic Febs, 11, Mr. J.

Evans

recorded his  hundredth  donation, while Bob

Giruwood contribuied donauoen number 730 Also contribut-
ing s fiftieth donations was B.H. Grummett.

Thirty-fifth denation awanls went to R.A. Vandyke, K.E.
Burgoyne, J. Nichols and Mrs. G .M. Dulf. Awards also went

' L.C. Euwen, CE.

Pelerson, E.J. Jandenhock, G.

Eggleton and Mrs. C.R. Hamilign for iheir twenticth

LT L0 IS
Sunnucks,

MeCaughiry, Mrs. J.M.

Fentn Auttalion wwafds weldl o Ales
Mrs, S M. Craoe,
Warrall,

J. M.
Mrs. MM Rea, Mrs. EA
J.W. Draycott, L.A.

Knight, G.C. Currie and B.J. Marchment. The clinic was

sponsored by the Optimists.
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