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equestiered away in an ¢asily
S overfooked *‘crevice”™ of The
Christransbarg Palace complex,
now home of The Daamish Folkehng
{Parliament}, is ane of the largest
and rmast lechal Jooking callections
of oninance in Europe, [enmark’™s
remarkable Tojhusmuscet (the
Royal Danish Arsenal Muscum}
is sitvated on A narrow by-streel
that practuically sifeswipes 1he
Parliament buitding, Yet the only
clue otk inauspicious whercabouly
% Lhe lnendly red-jacketed guand
who paces up and down in [rent of
the entrance, pagsing now and
then o salule visitors.

Apprupnalely cnough, the Taifd-
g was bl as an arsenal by King
Christian 1Y, Denmark™s famous
“Builder King”, between |59H
and 1604 Tt has pever been used
for anylhing ¢lse. The massive
building is a mastemicce of deceps
tinn. The front facade Inoks more
like the cntrance to a claster than
an armoury. Hut once nside, o
smnall antechamber feeds into the
raping maw of the Cannon Elallon
the ground Aoor, This mammaoth
e is the longest vanlted hall in
Eusope
iy erammed [l with the enpines al
wal, Apin, the elemient of decep
on crecps into the despn the
tows of annons secin o po o
forgver. 1's an awesome aplical
ilfusion.

The listory of armaments [
sword sn hand with the evaolution
vltechoolopy, The “thundes uf the
carth™ - punpowder wih 4N
venlod by the Chinese and brought
100 Eutope by the Arabs, But b wis
Furopean ingenuity thatl prodoced
the lirst ceally serviceable cannons,

S, the carliest cannons were
cride cantraptions, One of the B
recorded uses ol cannons in war-
fare was by the Enplish o 1348 a1
the battle of Crecy in Nuorthern
France during the Hundred Years
War {1339 1453). I wons duninp
this conthicl that canhans came
wio geoeral gve. But they were
small protne picees made of
1ran orF vast hronee andd were only
capable ol livinp lead ot iron balls o
few husdred fect at best. Placed
tirecty o the pround, they had o
be eleviared with earh.

LSO metres wng. And 5L

You don’t have to be an expert on guns to find a visit to
Tojhusmuseet — the Royal Danish Arsenal Muscum
— a paying expericnce. Itis onc of Europe's largest and
definitely an unparalleled collection in ail the world,

1 he Pranes lisst found out about
the cannon rather abruptly in
| W2, During a sea batile in the
sound between the Danes and the
Lubee Fleel, King Valdemar
Atleadag’s son, Squire CChristodler,
wars aiik Lo hive been “siruck 10

the quick™ hy a cannonhall! One

wonders al il kit hin un the head?

By the middle 1400%s, the little
peashooters that fired one or [we
pound peltets, had grown intu
gIganic bombards, Huli in 1382,
Duile Greite, the giant bombered
of Gheat, has a 25-inch caliber
andtired a 700 pound granite hall*

(dwn gins from 1500

Despite gpreat advances in
wedponry, the Danes didn’t stare
manulrcturing cannans or gun.
powder anlil around 15040, Ths,
rerhagn, o the seerek lehiand the

enormity of Denmark™> Arenad
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AMuseom, as well ay is rich

diversity. Hecase [enmark acked -

a burgeoning aoms andustry, the

-

Crown was cumpelicd to conces
aon cannons and olher weapons
from armsinahers seattered actons
Europe. Natsrally, it was alwe a
paticy for the miliary @ scavenge
actghbaring countries for new
types of cannens amd other bard
warc. Alter all, the arms race s
nol new! (Mhers, of course, were
caplured in baltle (o lost just as
ciasily).
1

T_hc mascunt s divided into 1wo
seclhviny — the Cannon Hall nn
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the pround foor and the Armoury
Hall ¢n the Girst Moor, In sheer
numbers, the collections are slag.
genng. For some a slack ol oy
pUns may be a hit boring, Burtheee
15 a kg and fascinating history
hehiml neasly every piece in the
muscurmy. The Caonnon Hall has
over 500 historic cannons, mar-
tars and howitzers, ot well o
artillery accessories, 2 tank and
even a German V-1 rucket

There is, in fact, a cannon for
CYery awcasion — serapped can
nons, show capnons, propd can-
nons, trophy cannons and experi-
meatal cannons, some of which
have never even beeh fired. Faced
with such a concentrated display
of annthilation, the charge of Lhe
Light Hrigade might never have
taken place.

-

The colfection has sontc, very

unmgue, rare picces. A number of

Ihe cannons gre vindapge field

preces, For example, the mwo larpe
uroate show canmons withmaiching
muoariar, cast s pilts 1o King
Fredench 1V during lis state sl
o Venice in TT08 09, have never
been fired.

The oldest cannons in the ¢nl
lection dale Trom arcund 1400
They were salvaped in 1847 from
a wreck near the islamt of Anhualy
in the Kattegatl, These lascinating
telics are sumple stocked w eiphi
tron breechToaders. Jlowever, the
fiest brechiloaders provad nrels
able bBecause the hreceh could niot
b sealed apinna the cweape of
o der pases, andthie crude breech

focks ollen crached under Ihe
shovk of izing So muoesle Toaders
wore comimuanly wsed up antal the
[th Century Nesertheless, pun
makers amd cannan casiers were

Coontinually rvang o perlect the

faster hring broe:hloaders, And

AGAIN

the collectiiim contains some un
ustil “one of-a-hird™ expernimental
misdels

Lhe Arsenal Museum hay ey
amples of nearly every stage of
cannon-making, Many are works
ol art, beautilully handtooled and
cmbethished with omate Gounshes.
One of the prizes of the collection
15 0 27 pounder brass cannon witl)
the entire penealogical trec of (he
Mdenbourghs engraved am it

Unparallcted eollectian

Up a winding ilight ol siairs 1s
the Arnroury FLall Laike the O snnon
Hall, this loor was afso uned for
the stacape ol lire ms. This hatlis
159 metres fong and cont:nns
aboul SAKK) puns and pistals
certainly the Lirgest vollection in
cintimenlal Furope, Only the
forasictable Tower of | onden may
exceed it i yolume. -

With L of tht exhilnts Jdating
earfier than 1700F this miahkes the
museunt one of hd most naparal

el ordnance collections o the
[¥aminh
Crown’s policy ol rentinely huying
Bavpe guambivees of punes e allicr
soatneies, as anulels, numy of e

wiorld Hecause ol the

mushets and niles are wreplace
able. Three French nnlitary mus

kots from the TATICS are s rarg

hagen. “As aresele,” explains v,
Flotl. “this part of the collecion
wis augmented g [H52 i the
addilion of the ¢ntite armaoury ol
the [okes of Clattorgs in Holsgein ™

The oldest fire arm in the
armoury v a Danih wrought o
Bamdgun Trom around T 1l
was dug ol of the rubhble ol
Yedelspang Castle in Stesvip,
which was destroyesd my 4268

A nunber ol The nunting nifles
that date Trom befese 1750 gre
daseling treasures. Many ol (he
stocks are inbag) wih pold, wihver,
Ry, pen slones, amd mother of
pearl. Admost all oF them bear
roval monageams. tevilying o pure
pedigrees “And all of These puns
are i perleel working order.
atfirms Arne Hot

The Royal Armionry wiaso'r
ransformed e a0 museum unil
FEIE and st dedn Copen ts dones e
the pable untl 1855 1The colfey
Lns were Bt soned  onl
vitaloged by the famos [ansh
soentistamd ocheobg st Chieeaian
Thmasen,

Fhe sast callectnes also contan
B TN} s pemental voluoes (hrey
ol them Treun the Thirty Years
W), phs medies o armuonr amd 3
mefel displine e the ol O er
HNEINHD v isabors troep throuph Hhe

Ut they are nodonges i mlable 11 " wigseunn every year I ol we

I'rance.

have o statl ot S0 and an o annual

Podger of dhr 3 Soullias Alheogh

this st 50 fortiere'” luds

“Aany n e pnns s e been -
Aany of these g Hat!, “we plan b tepan ity s

in the collecion since the day They
were matde ™, obsenes Arne Hedl,
directew al the muscom. Hoe hay a
o torate i hsloty Toam the
Lhuversity of Copenbuipen and s
the muscum™s finst envilian director,

Sonne of the muose priveless
preces in the Armoury Blall foumd

Hadl with the tlesr ool revaboane
vore artterestingt o appaealm
1-:_*1,1:;!!1_‘ ul alt Jdp *

The only aretatmg avt al
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Hothe displass e the Ay
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their way mto the museamn s e 0sewmn s that s anly ope

. 1
captured buaty. In [848 s he Ltk o 1L pogy N
mvst ol Eompe wis aflanre soath SP008R brme bo plimps: the we
revofubion, the Hoval Dockies op s
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1 London | "Manchester
19.00..559.00 | 41900..549.00

‘ ——y L S

Glasgow

Fornlm . B AFrmwnl

L s J 31900 . .549.00
e ik aicbee st SO IO e UL

e e et e,

May 4 Tkt~ I b R e

e e Ko

—_—

.'.._1"_:.' "lp "ﬂ‘i."’ ,‘_-‘

M, A bepnt 20

b= e— R e e

.ot & dTr 15

ChE1S

4 L —— i T

Slarvr b 14 Ukt b

furu: d

“Liy g thr 1}

W T Saim A

1
|
b

o

i

S - | _j

With Ed's Present 1o You
Cochrane Travel

Moore Park Plozg

877-0222

Ted Tyler

- Travel Service.

ACTON 853-1553




