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IHerald Stalf Writer

One of Tom Shepard's
ambitions as the town's new
recreation director is to unify
his department across Halton
Hills, 50 that a separate recre-
atinnal atmosphere no lonyer
exists o Georgelown and
Acton,

In an interview with The
Herald five weeks afier taking
nn the jab, Mr, . Shepard
reviewed his carly educatien
in Onterio schools and [ater
Michigan, where his father
worked for the Ford Mator
Company. Mich-State Univer-
sily granied Tom a bascball
scholarship, allowing him to
continue his education in the
physical education field.

A stint with the major league
Detrail Tigers which garnered
Mr. Shepard seme initial publi-
city on his arrival in Hallon
Hills was downplayed by the
Jd-year old  director, who
cxplained he only "banged
around” on the club's farm
teani.

Mr. Shepard feels that the
recreatint and parks master
plan, due for final release in
rid-March, will help him
greatly  in adodnisteriag
recreation across Halton Hills
because il incorporates both
Acton and Georgetown in a
comprehensive scheme,

AS Mayor Pomeroy pointed
aul last weck to the George-

Adam Bennett scored with
only 26 seconds remaining o
give North Halton Sports
Camp Novices a thrilling 4-3
viclory over liie stubbom
Chinguacousy leam in the
[ast regular season gume for
bath feams.

The win assured George-
town ol al least second place
in Tri-County standings wilh
an aulside chance of aver-
taking Burlingion, should the
latter lose either of their tweo
FemAIning games,

The: goal for Rennett was
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i bid to come 10 end

town Area itatepayers Associ-
alion, the master plan is a
necessary component of the
town’s own official plan, erabl-
ing Haolton Hitls te apply for

provincial government assist- NN

Ance grants,

The parks plan also gives
Mr. Shepard some idea of what
lic has 1o budget for each yenor
and what to present belore
council for approval, He
stresses, however, the plan is
only a guide, ond priorities
have to be examined each year
and incorporated intp  the
scheme of things,

PIECE OF ME

Part of his job as recreation
chief will be "“to fight for as big
a piece of the budgelary pie as
possible'. Priorities outside of
recrealion may force some
scheduled  project  off  the
inwn's budget for a year, he
siid, bul perhaps next year, he
may be able te include jt.

Among the proposed facili-
lLivs cutlined in the plan are two
“eommunity-scale™  outdoor
skating rinks, outdoor SWirm-
Ming arcas, complete with
heaches, six  lighted tennis
courts and more picnic areas.
If the plan is accepted. the
facilities would -he ‘developed
over the next five vears,

Reereation,  Mr. Shepard
feels, is not g “soft” service
but a “hard™ service” that s,
it's something people want,
When he worked in Walkerton

his second of the contest as
Georgetown built up leads of
2-0 and 3-1 before being iied
by their epposition in the
second last mipule of the
third peried. Breont Press.
winki and Mark Lorito scor-
ed the other geals for the
locals with Lorito and Me-
Dermot chipping in with as-
sists.

The goaltending tandem of
Chris Berry and Curtis
(areen made some key saves
(v keep Georpetown in the

as recreation  director, the total budgel. When he left
annual recreation budget was seven years Iater, it had
three per cent of the town's increased Lo 12 per cent,
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Tom Sh:

game, particularty in the
latter half when Ching ap-
plied the pressure.

On Sunday, the Sports
Campers travelled to London
for two exhibition games
#gainst London West and
London Seulh. Unlortunately
the locals were on the shorl
end of 5-2 and 4-3 scores.
Jason Knight and Travis
Gardner with two cach and
Adam Bennett scored for
Georgetown in the two
games,

At Standard your
money never stops

working hard
...S0 that you can.
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eation director plans

ture for Halton Hills ,_

Mr. Shepard feels  that
people aren't used to dealing
with any plan covering five or
more years and admits this

Bl Will be a first for him as well,

Because of the time frame

et involved, he feels it will be a
Al cood learning experience for
AR CVeryone,

Concerning rentnal increases
for the town's arenas, AIr.

® Shepard . says that  prices
AR revised last year really aren't
g% oul of line compared te other

areas, He makes it elear that
the purpose of the increases
was not {o help make  the

arenas pay, hut te find o happy

mediutm whereby user-groups

BE Py a miore '"reasonable

amsunt' toward facilities that

e are largely supported by tax

daollars,

Mr. Shepard also  insists
there are going to be changes
in policy gs far as the collect-
ion of ice remal fees is
concerned. In the past, the
atiitude towards on-time

% = collection has been rather

slack, but he feels if groups
using the ice from 6 10 7 a.m.
can pay their fees on lime, so
can those wsing the ice in

©oprime {time.

When asked about preposed
rental charges for other
community facilities, such zs
speeer fields,  haseball
dinmonds and Eymuasiums,
Mr. Shepard claims they will
be naminal, In return for those

OVWNERSHIP

fees, user-groups will be able
to avail themselves of recrea.
tion department facilities. For
cxample, if a league in town
wants copies of its schedule for
disiribution te its teams, the
department may help with
Lhat, he said.

The main reason for the
proeposed charge is to try and
offse! the town’s maintenanee
costs. Adult user-groups would
have to pay their own way,
while minor [eague Brouny
would ideally be subsidized, he
cxplained.

SMALL TOWN

As director of a small-town
recreation  department  like
Walkerton's, Mr. Shepard
wasn't locked into any one job,
as he may have been had he
chosen a1 position in a large
city. There, he eften worked

~with arena crews at night to

gain an intimate knowledge
ahout the hows and whys of
slaff johs, which enabled him
te answer taxpayers in detail
when questioned aboeut arenn
nperations,

Mr. Shepard feels his
appreachabilily and gnod
refations with staff are two of
the most important facets of
his profession, which explains
why informality is a favorite
word of his, His job, he
explains, is not necessarily to
dictate bul to co-aperate with
and co-ordinate groups and
activities in the communily.
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