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Backstage with the ‘British Connection’

1

With less than two weeks o go hefore the first pecformance
of ""Separate Tables”, the Georgelown Little Theatre is very

busy. Seen here In o scene from the play are tleft to rlght) Vera
Windsor as Mr,
Malcolm and Pat Joynes as Lody Matheson. An extenslon hay

Aaclronnld as  Mrs,

By STEPHEN FROST
Hernld stall writer

Perhaps more so than in any
other Georgelown Little Thea-
tre {(GLT) presentation, the
- stnpgesel will play a key relein
the forthcoming production of
“Separate Tables™, a fact of
utmoat impurtanee to Gerry
Eggleton, the one-time British
Army entertmner who i5 serv-
ing ns slage manager for the
new play, which debuts Feb-
ruary 24.

“Separate Tables" will be
the GLT's entry to be adjudi-
caled in the annual Drama
Association Festival, Burton
Lancaster, professional actor
and director, will be one of Lhe
judges.

Mr. Egglelon received s
inilial theatrical traning in
Redding, England, where he
was born. This coupled with
his stint in Britain's National

o "

Service has made him a very
popular man with theatre
Rroups in Georgetown  and
Braompton.

When Mr. Egpleton moved
te (eorgelown fen years ago,
he and his wife, Marparet
became nvolved wilh the
Brampion Musical Sacirty
{BM35). Mrs, Eggleton is a past
president of the BMS and
formerly served as vice-presi-
dent of the GLT. Last year, she
played the title role in the BMS
production of "Hello Daoliy™
and remains busy with the
sociely this year choreograph-
-ing its upcoming musical,
“Guys and Dolls™,

Fven the Eggleton’s daught-
er, Nicola, has been known to
lend a hand painting GLT sets,

Hukiton-ell,

-

Ashley

is she did for the play “Hape
of the Belt''.
S5IX YEARS

Ar. and Mrs, Eggleton be-
came involved with the GLT
six years ugo, she in neting and
he generally in the constrie-
tion of sets, Since then, he has
been slage manager for two
other plays and last year Lried
his hand at preducing, when
GLT presented "VYeronica's
Rram™. Mr. Eggleton has also
“"admilted' to acting in the
GLT play “Cinderella’” as ane
af the ugly sisters, :

I's behind the scenes, how-
ever, where Gorry Eggleton is
musi comlortable, as each new
play  brings along its own
pstrticular set of challenges.
"Separate Tables' is not a
difficull play insofar as the sel
doesn’t have to be changed at
lhe end of each act., However,
hecause the actors spend a
great deal of time at various
tables, an exienslon lo the
stage had 1o be built 10 acco-
madate them,

This exiension, measuring 16
by 20 feel, is snmewhat lower
than the main stage so that line
of sight {5 not impeded in the
front rows, and extends from
stag'eright to stage centre. The
remaining space will be par-
tiidly filled with chairs. Mr,
Eggleton says spectators sitt-
ing there may fect as though
they are sithng in the play's
living room. More tables will
be plnced on a raised portion of
the stage which is 1o be raised
cight inches at the rear of
sioge left,

One of Me. Eggleton’s prob-
lens is that the hall is neeoed

»

already been built onto the existing stage, and the sel figell s
nearly completed, while actors are hard at werk learning their
lines. The sexmstresses have their work cut out for them as
evPrNone prepares for rw'lt Monday's first dress rehearsal and

{(:1.T photo)

Gerry’s cues set stage
for family’s scenes

opening night Fehruary 23,

for church aclivities during the
day and all the floor space
reguired. Because the GLT
practises every night, he and
his crew have 1o design and
consiruet the stage 5ot can be
teken down every night after
praclise and rebuilt the next
eveming. Needless tosay, il's a
joh Gerry has put a great deal
of thnight into.

Mr. Egglelon's concerns
don’l stop at stage cdnstruc-
lion and finished sets; those
are nnly his initial duties as a
stage manager. Onee they're
compicted, the hard part be-
ginis.

LIGHTING, TOO

He s also responsible for
lighting and sound, generally
taking care of things during &
single, technical walkthrough
of the play. Al this rehearsal,
lighttng and sound cues are

decided upon, and from then

on, Mr. Eggleton is responsible
for their appearance, via the
lighting and sound men, in the
final preseniation,

During the Jast week of
rehearsals, he must be present
all the time, sinee it s be and
he alene whe cues the actars
and actresses for their -stage
cnlrance. To do this, he has o
follow the seript Line by line at
rehearsals and then the nmu:al
produclion itself

Just before the play opens,
another ooe of Mr. Epgleton's.
functaons is o ensure all props
arein place on stage. [Lcon be
mnst awkward when an actor
is required to say, "my, isn't
lhat o lovely urn™ and there
isn't an urn in sight. Ad lib-
king. he clalms, may be one of

LreerTy Eggiewon (far right) supervises GLT stage voew onstrucling set sections for the -
wpcoming preductlon of “Separate Tables', which opens Feb. 24. With Mr. Eggleton from left are
Robble Ferguson, Frank Holland, and Jeck Ferguson,

(Herald photo)

the occupalional hazards of
live theatre, but he likes to
keepit loa minimum where he
can.

One of the stape manager's
lasl jobs is to see that make-up
is fimshed and done property,

Hecause there are no under-.

studies, evervone has ta be
there when the curtain poes
up, from make-wp and lighting
pruple to actors and actresses,

(Onee imcident Mr. Egglelon
fikes to relate, happened in a
BMS presentation when an
aclor was lale. The only saiu-
tinn was for a stand-in te do Lhe
parl with seripl in hand until
the lale actor appearcd. Mr,
Eggletan claims he audieoce
wilts very reveptive once the
siluation was explained,

Anather incidenl he recalls
is one involving a lead acress
ina GLT prodection lasl year.
As the natiopal anthem was
plaving one mintle before cur-
[ains call, she decided a visit tn
Ihe [avilities was necessary,
leaving Mr. Eggletonal the top
of the slairs glaring al his
watch and muttering under his
hreali.

Although oflen nerve-rack-
ing, the position of stage mana-
ger s obviousty nol wilhout its
hurmarous side,

Halton
Cable
TV goes
multi-
lingual

Halton Cable Systems Lud
s receivetl o sex-manth
heenee renewal frmm the
Canmadran Radio-television
and Telecomimumications
TR TTA LTRSS ITH

T addition to the renewal,
Halton Cable Svstems, shich
strves Georgetown, Acton.
Milton ard surrosunding area
has been given approval o
prowcesd  with the  mult.
lingual CFMT  station
(Channel 470 o it
programming schedule,

Sine Toronio stations were
urdered by the CHTC to add
the multilingual stabon o
thetr servives, Those stalions
outside of Toeronte where
fewer than 10 per cenl of the
cihizens  speak  Enghsh or
French were allowed to add
CFMT to thair augmented or
converier service.

By EXNTD WILLEAMS
GEORGETOWN LITTLE
THEATHEE » nichly  blessed
wilh moembers who oot enly
perforin with expertise, bul
alser wallingly turn their hand
to backstage work m a dual
rode s thevy  prepare for

CReparale Tables™.

A quartet of talented women,
originalbmg from England, are
he  featured  topic ol this
arhicle

Marie Cleaton arcived i
Cimaaddar 1o 1956 where she tpok
np residence in Portl Credil it
Liler nmesved to her present
bupe o Bramplon,  Mrs,
Cleaton first  developed o
iilerest in thealre through a
friend who encouraged her (o
read for o Bramadea Datile
Theatre play. Innocently, she
attended the reading and was
subsequently cast g Al In
Cenidd Taove", which was the
beginmmge  of  thealre as o
hinhibsy

ars. Cleaten bas  coverod
st every area of back-
sligde eradt except producing,
wlueh she has no inclinalion to
Ity She has directed  three
one-act plavs, all enlries in
competition, and  won  five
awards with ane and credils
[or the ather as well

A vanstant achiever, Mrs.
Cleaton hopes  to direct 2
full-length play in the future.
Shee has  bween  dressmaking
sinve she wis 13 vears old and,
pver The years, has developed
cinpetence i dress desipn,

Being o natural artist in her
eralt, she 1s mtch in demand
hy theatre proups both as a
dressmaker and for consulta-
Lnman design. She has enjoyed
ereating costarmes for Peter
Pan and Aladdin, with heavy
dempmds Tor distinctive
characterizations, A costune
designer “has 1o have o keen
inagination and an eye for line
and color,” she explained,.

Mrs. Cleaton has an inclina-
Honta teach the young and has
been approached by Norple
Studin to become  resident
coslume desipner,

She believes community
theatre should have o "lease.
lend svstem  ammong  the
croups”  which  assists all
proups financially  and
“ereates o comnum band
beiween  theatricad  compa-
Ies,

CAs UAMiss Meacham™ i
separate Tables, Marie will be
broringt Tfocth o character on
stage nut necessarily inlemded
by the plavswright, bt one

Cwlne s proving te be interest-

inge, She also turns a willing
hared 1o shitehing and planning
far the play, new i cehearsal.

Anuther mmported asset s
fonud in the person of Val
Staldart, who  arrived i
Canaada an 1966, Initially, the
Stidedarts began Camadian Life
e Torento foliowed by o time
m St Lows, afler wiuch the
Family settled in Georpgetown’s
Muore Park,

Originalby, Val Stoddart
begravn Ber interest in theatre i
sehaol where she participated
in talberl and Sullivan and
Shakespearean  productions
While iy traoning as a nurse,
litle Tireaer woas left for thealre,
bul =k did Jmn & group in
Heading England belore com-
e o Coanada. Mrs, Sloddar
has been working with GLT
s M5

FIRST EXPOSURE
As Mrs. Stocddart 1alks about

_ Uhristmas plays and perform.

i Tor chuldeen, she speaks
with great excitement, telling
The Hoerald, “"these prsduct-
pots e sometimes a child's
hirsl expasure 1o theatre™. She
#lan feels Uperforming for
Fetarden  adults s very
recsardhinge when yau see their
Faces hight up with happiness™,

Memorable  roles  include
“Huby™ in When We  are
Married, as well as the mother
e By Laar, Mrs, Steddart
has playes] a variety of roles,
alb highly stieulating™ This
aetress has alse turned to
assisting with wardrobe and
properties.  and  particularly
ctijovs workimg oo wardrobe
for giintomumes, as “there’s no
spircilie period i lustory to b
constdered: o creative imag-
natien is required o develap
costumes which are parish in
color and larger than Jife in
concepl ™ -

Little Theatre always needs
new  members  whe  are
milerested in backstape work,
joople who “feel 0 comnul-
iment and enjov a challenge,™
Mrs. Stoddart said Very often,
the best way to acquaint
voursell with o theatre group
‘15 “through working backstage
mi a procuction where you
become one of a theatrical
family"’ Ferforming
members should be encourag-
et 1o “hreaden  their
hoow ledge of the stage by
working backstage seome of Lhe
ime,” she explaned,

As we louched on the arca of
properties, Val slated that

(S RT% A1 14e" .‘*.HTF'L

: Forthe second cooseculis e week, ll:.'.lll.un

Tl Arts Council columupist Enld Willlams prosides us with
b el Jouk ot the persunalities I hiind the events, This

wieeh, The G

Marie CUleato, Mal
Fergoson and Jorvers Holland,

Stimldare, Edna

“thos s ovne of the maos! fane
consumng Johs, fron the first
prrsduction meetug o the hinal
mpht of the run’. Howewver,
thnx  contnibmbion  provides o
challenge i the realm of
lantasy or perusd plays,
Beeause  the  elfiwceney of
erxccunng  hese duties can
nitke ar break o show . Propger-
Hes reguere great  mgentty
amd the cast members rely
leavily an “props™ to enhanpee
the gualiy of their perform.
ANCe
VITAL AREA

Mrs. Stoddart wenl un o
cotirnest Ul wasdrote ™5 o
vital ssrea 1o arrive at 4 gotd
cutd result under the hights™.
This jobh reguires understind-
i af the moad af the play
characierizations s be
cdrosseqd, There must be pood
comerseabion betseen wird.
robe compaitee  and  the
artistie ¢hirector

SCNSHVIEY s also reqguired to
crithle the dressmaker imsipght
witn what s cwmnfortable Tor
the performer to wesr, and
sl imes O Comprinise
must  be arrved ot with
direcior's permisswon, The
tviper ol collure and style ol
shiowes must be i keeping with
the  characler  wardroba s
dressing and ol s Cessential to
complele an artistic characte
tisabion,

Vil Stoddart wiil be plaving
“AMiss Coaper™ in GLT's
festival  entry,  Separate
Tubles.

I 1957, Cancuda fell hew o
e Fdua Ferpusan,  who
arrivedd EXTTF Balton,
Lancashire, After starting life
here in Part Credit, the Forpa-
satd formly maved o Hheir
prresent bame in Georgetnwn.,

Throuph e Suday School
sysiem o Brbam,  Fdoo
Foerpuson was antreduced o
theatre Several  years  of
particaipation chnsued,
marrrage and then o Lonily
kepd  her off “the breards™.
[Mirimg the Second World War,
she s as s drama soewl v and
snbisicinl theatre anvelvement
[ollosved, Mrs. Ferguson play
il the  rele  “Looille™, o
seeatlary part mo XNao No
Nanette s as a chorus
member enjoved Finan's
Hambew and My Fair Lady ™
provduced by Global Product-
s Georpgetown whn ook
therr shiows o Bramplon
“hecanse ol o lack of proper
performunt facihity”

VERONICAS HOOM

Throngh Chris Fisher, Mrs
Perpuson was  imtreduced (o
(:1.T and played in
Bonaventure,  The ares of
props imtrigued FEdna and she
contributed in this way 1o
Veronica's Hoom, fllowed by
bing ¢ast in When We are
Married. This vear, Edna has
warked on props for every
produetion meluding e onean

rehearsal ot present, and s
alsa on stage for Separale
Talles,

The need o create and
provide many props for a
pantomme s a challenge Lo
me, Ars Ferpuson saad, and
the  wndivadual  musl have
wgenuity  oamd  creativity  in
nrder ta come up with fneper
than hfe props Edona Ferguson
piHes o to say taearking with a
compatible group of people
pives vou o owarm feeling of
brelongonge e the group™. As a
Iewckstape worker, all jobs are
“erlocked, which builds into
terrific leam spirit”™

A vivacions, (un-loving
wersan, Rdng Ferguson hopes
tey b cost 1o some Tuture GLT
comedies a5 well as work n
makewp, the latier, after tak.
g i workshop. In regard to
the need for o0 new thealre in
this commanily, Mrs, Fergu-
san, feels the “paving public
deserves a vomfoertable
enviromnent o enjay theatri-
cil culture, an atmosphere
conducive te an evening out.”™
This thespian will be plaving
“Mabel” in GLT's fortheom-
g play. !

‘Separate
Tables’
Feb. 23, 29
March 1

Sacre Coeur

Hall

Jovee Holland, o Dristohian
by burth, took’ up residence in
Canada in 1966, Starting in
Torento, the Hollands sougthl o
stdl-lown  environment  and
pltimately chose a0 hamne in
Moore Park, Geargetown.

PHEAMA LESSONS

Theatre  captured Mrs.
Huolluul's interest al the age of
12 whnle attepding boarding
school. She Jater took drama
lessans (rinn Hedley Goodall,
wiell-known British dramatist
After marriage, Jovee joined a
wonten's  dramie group
firistol before moving to
Sauthampton. Onee settled in
Canindda same lime later, she
tiiok s interest by joining
LT,

An experienced  actress,
3rs, Holland has plaved many
roles, bu' she enjovs backstage

Tabres

work urlh cqual fervor, She
feels “an actor should be
willing lo help backstage in
arder Lo fully understand what
Koos on to make he or she look
stowd under the lights”,

Winle doing propertics for
pliss, Mrs Holland goes on te

sty Clhas ub requires great
urh‘trsu b aad o Jot of cheek
ter find st where to borrow
wems needed”  The job of
props requires Total dedication
te thes arva of stagecralt and
she slaledd, “you are respons-
thlee Lo ail other  cast
miembers”

As  wardrabe  chiirwoman
for GL'T, Mrs Holland 15 well
aciumunted with the stock of
vostiines  She entovs sewing
and savs, wardrobing o show
o challenge when vou are
reaquired o dress o many
thiferenl characlers”. Brows-
it areund stores looking for
mexpensive  matersl o s
arnther  wterest, and  shwe
maheated te the writer “you
st study the characters in
play antd read the play three or
Foer tumes boefore formulaling
A voneepl movour i about
b o dress them™. The
thirector has e tast say hul
“he looks o the wardrobe
mistress fur ooway to achieve
whal e woants

MURDER MISTARKEN

Having been “prompt™ or
seript assishiant several tnes,
Jovee savs, in s funclion,
ome can really see the director
ot werk™  Twe  mvmaorable
rofes were that of Emma in
Murder Mustaken, as well as
Daphoe 0 The Mumberley
[nheritance.

Being o member of GLT
“hrings people together™, Mrs,
Hollidl comments, and  “a
pleasant sociab e together
Skl aaond el for ereativity, 1s
anly slghtiy SUPPIRSE + by the
jo af the team npm peneral-
ed during o play,’

The role of Sabyl in Sepacate
s challenpe™, Mry
Flothued  remarks, as it s
telally unhike  omy o own
character”

U1 hapwe to binld this charaget-
er o prealer dopth before the
phs apens February 22 al
Sacre Coeur Chureh Hall™,

Winke Canada was miaturing
from  the embryo stage 1o
adalrscence o the field: of
performing arls and related
stapeerafl  lechoigues,  this
vountry  cmbraced  many
knowledgeable  arts-onented
poaple from ather parts of the
warld, Over the Jast 20 vears,
Stratford, Shaw Feshival and
Theatre Londas o Ontiario
alome, have  eleviatled the
stardlard  of  professional
Theatee e this country

As commmurty theatre feeds
to Hhe professional theatre, we
are imeleed fortunate to have o
gquartelt of Brts.come-
Conadinmes o the st of GLT,
who perfarm ably as well as
pemerate oxpertise o back-
stage stigtecralt wilh dedica-
L3

The women mentioned i
thas artwle are an exanple of
self-checiplined  thesmans, o
credit to the Canadian thealri
il scene

Hungry for entertainment? The GLT’s Marie Cleaton,
Yal Stoddart, Edna Ferguson and Joyce Holland request
the pleasure of your company at “Separate Tables’,

opening a week trom Saturday




