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Pete Pomeroy

The poor turm-out at last
Wednesday's Georgetown Areu
Ratepayers Association meeling
didn't stop Mayor Pete Pomeroy
{rom saying some pretty important
minﬁg and sharing a few strong
words with the handful of listeners
on hand at GDHS.

The mayor's comments on the
major issues facing Halton Hills
council are reported in depth
elsewhere in this issue, but what
readers won't flind there is a look at
the town's second mayor as a
strong-willed and determined
community leader intent upon
taking certain, calculated risks in
the inlerest of getting
Georgetown, in particular, moving
again. -

At least that's our impression
after comparing the Pete Pomeroy
at the GARA meeting with the
rookie councillor-mayor we saw in
action during three years of council
meetings.

Sometimes we wonder, though,
about the mavor's sometimes
single-minded attitude toward
issues that concern us, particularly
the landowners' battle against the
Bruce to Milton hydro corridor.

PAINFULSURPRISE

After hearing the mayor
frequently pledge his support and
that of town council to the In-
terested Citizens Group for two
years, it was somewhat painful and
surprising to hear him breathe a
sigh of reliel while recalling how
the Supreme Court let the town off
the hook concerning the OMB's
order to rezone farmland for the
corridor.

From what he said last week, it
appears the mayor's only concern
once the corridor ‘‘seemed’
inevitable was that Queen's Park
was making Halton Hills its
Ecﬂgegﬂﬂl for the strategic blunder
of Ontario Hydro. .

“We solved thatl one,” Mayor

-Pomeroy told GARA, while outside

the battle raged on between far-
mers and Hydro.

Apart from such relatively
minor problems, however, the
mavor's specch was one of
promise, and one whichfruhahly
warrants the respect and support
of most local residents.

If voters can waive the
cynicism which grows on them
during election years (councillors
hit the campaign trail again this
fall, too), the mayor's state of the
union  address cnnt‘idpmg'
recounted the current ad-

It frankly alarms us to think
that recent progress in the con-
tinuing-midu ast stand-off could
conceivably turn the election
tables in favor of Joe Clark's
Conservalive government, deapite
the fact tha® Ottawa's decision-
makers apparenily had little, if
anything, to do with making that
Progreas,

Let's keep Canada’s role in the
escape of six American diplomats
from Iran in .context while this
election campaign rolls along:
Clark had nothing to do with it and
we'd bet that neither did Flora
*{acDonald.

Nevertheless, the feeling of
national pride and patriotism that
has enveloped
the safe return home of the
Americans hidden in Iran’s
Canadian embassy seems io be
shifting lpuhlil: {avor toward those
currently in command: the
beleaguered Tories and their
woeful leader.

Local candidates, of course,
have adopted their respectlve
Part;r lines - about the incident:
‘Congratulations, Ken Taylor’
from all three major party

representatives, but ““Where were
. Joe?" from the Liberals and
m Democrats, who correctly
int out that the PM has been slow
E acknowledge his own lack of
involvement in the breath-taking
escape.

this country since

and the hydro

controversy

ministration’s  accomplishments
since late 1976, when the then-
rookie Coun. Pomeroy took control
of a ship that was stranded
motionless in a Sargasso Sea of
development disputes, ecanomic
woes and lacking facilities and
services,

In deference to the previous
administration, we never found
Halton Hills' first mayor, Tom Hill,
particularly inactive in terms of
municipal progress, but rather
handcuffed by a mostly reluctant
council which he could not
maotivate and by increasingly-
complex issues: for which no one
had vet ofiered solutions.

Thus, much credit goes to the
Pomeroy administration for
pinpointing solutions that seem, at
the very least, to have Halton Hills
headed in the right direction.

NEAR FUTURE

Rental accommodations are
becoming available slowly but
surely, the mayor pointed out, and

. a fabulous new cultural facility

appears destined to become a
reality in the near f[ulure. Am-
bitions apparently run high con-
cerning the area’s lack of industry,
as well.

Of the 18 or so separate topics
covered during the mayor's ap-
pearance, only one remains a2 big
question mark in our mind, and we
suspect in the minds of most
ralepayers.

Reviewing the issues which
accompanied his rise to political
prominence locally, Mayor
Pomeroy reminded listeners that
several councillors lost their jobs
over the town's proposal to sink $1
million into a new adminisiration
building on Trafalgar Road,

Despite the public outcry
which saw the idea scrapped in
1976, the mayor said he has come o
realize what its Lﬂmpnnenls were
saying all along, that a centralized
headquarters is essential if lown
staff 1s to be deployed effectively
and econcmically. Certain funds
are now being socked away toward
a modified expansion of the
existing town headquarters, he
explained, which will probably be
undertaken next year,

We wouldn't challenge the
_desirability of a centralized ad-
ministration, but something tells
us the mayor may be wallung on
eggs when he tries lo promote the

roject in Lhese ongoing times of
inancial stress.

We'll all know for sure soon
enough. '

Won't get
fooled again

To begin comparing Clark,
then, to a genuine leader-in-crisis
like Jimmy Carter, who has made
strong statements concerning the
Iran and Afghanistan situations
and has begun formulating new
policies concerning them, would be
a lie and a great disservice ¢ the
Canadian electorale,

The anticipated visit here
Friday b xternal Affairs
Minister Flora MacDonald (she's
the one who nearly edged out Joe
for the top Tory spot) should fan
Conservative campfires now
glowing over the Grent Escape.

Ken Taylor's subtle but ef-
fective little plan to save his allies
could earn the man some kind of
berth in any election race he wants
to enter, as far as many Canadians
are concerned these days, bul for
this sudden and unprecedented act
ot heroism to fuel the Tory cam-
Eign 80 close to the election would

not only suspiciously coin-
cidenta! but a2 blatant manipulation
of means o suit the ends.

Manipulation, we slress, by a
gﬂve'rnment that has-done nothing

ut monitor the increasingly-
important mid-East crisis and
offer occasiona]l gestures of em-
pathy to the U.S.

t's keep the Great Escape in

rspective - it doesn't belong in

e campa s es of any

candidate in this tme of dangerous

domeslic situations of even greater
cuncern to Canadian voters. .
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Television debate controversy

so much ‘show biz bafflegab’

By Stewart
MacLeod '

O Murean
ol The Herald

P odon’t keew about you, but T cnuld
rasily work up o lull head of anger over
the  rudicufous, phoney, balllegab  that
surronnded Lhose unsuceessiul
negotialions for o lelevision debatd involy-
i the three party leadets,

Medha numipulation s ane thing, but
this Tirne 1l has become Judicrous,

There should be another televised
debale anvalving Prime AMimster Joe
Clark, Liberad faeader Pierre Trudeau g
Sew Democealie Leader Fid Broadbent -
andd this pairticular campaign desperately
meds sonse head-teshead confrontations.,
Put as this s bengg wrillen, it dogsn’t
appear a hkely prospeel,

The icdea was seuttled when, after o
w1 ol peetings aod modifications, the
Laberals  rejected  the  [inal  proposal
clanping it was  because nelwork
prarnahisis swonld be nvolved,

“We felt il would be nothing more
SHETE

Campaign Chisirman Keith

ueen's ark Hurean
al The Herald _

Talk of an enerey erisis an Cntaru s
mvisdeadmp - We bave lots of energy. Wit
wir Jack m ool

The provineial governnen L‘nn'[i_nm':i.
tie Yreliewe heating ail supphies s swnler
wilt e, s the current Jargen has it, “tight
I manageeable”

There may esen be 3 world glut next
sttpnier. but productem cutbacks and
‘Thard Waorld political instahidity make the
onl mprt seene unpredictable in the long
U

Thus the debale at Queen's F’ar_k
ahaul  our  Tuture  enerpy  oeeds s
unportant The course 15 being set now for
aur destingtmn at 1he end of the cenury.
" The problem is wil. s

Vi1 1978 0i) accounted for 41 per cent of
Oatario’s energy consumption, moce than
half 6f it used for transportation PUrpOses.

OTHER ENERGY

Naturad pas accounted for a furthfr 22
per cent, mainly for home heating, while
uraniuim, water-power, and coal used to
penerate eleetricity took an additional 31
e cent. G

The warrisome aspett of this is that
ml consumption continues 1o TISE, the

-

c Eraves

v Frome  the begimning, e
Trudeau siod he didn™ want journalists in
vy e P hour production, Last Sear, he
sitiel.  the  three nelwork  reporters
sseeinedd Lo be spending mast of heir time
takinge Mr. Clark off the ropes,”

SOTHAPY
e Clark who wisn' all that Keeis on

Tt vears debate, now clams to be
CStatterhy disappomted with the Trodean
rejection. And sodoes Mr Broadbent, who

has  evervthing  to gain from such
exposure  The prose muonster, tranling
badly e the public opinen polls, sayvs his
Laberal appuient s being undemoeratie i
relusing Lo parheipate.

1 recall bemge hit by o tauch of
e micisin lost year durmgs the negolialions
lesndmge up to the debale - as the hree
s or TV oetworks insisted that e star
pepmarters - or lebevision persomglities - be
an the phitforn, and there were silly
arpguments over the pros and cos of
plastic  podhioens,  unbreakalde  water
plagses, and the relative merits ol stools
anil chadrs. I was the type of nonsense
that poes o a Miss Canada pageant.

Iowas Hhe same s year, with the
metwarks insasting that ther ceporlers e
mynlved o move the debate forsard
threonph o series of Key issues,” And when
the Liberals objeeteld 1o U propased
pane! ol journalists, the networks offered
ta redyer them - ar prainole themn - o
gl etime moderators, A dozen
mehvidnals negotiated Tor hours, all of
them agppairently obsessed with project
e, or protecting. their own heros
whether they be politicians o journahsis,

Fonally . the Laberads sarel o,

exact  opposile of  what  the
mtstEy woanls o hapguen

The manisiry el s to Liaalt prer cagatia
pross e ad ennstimption v 44985, through
4 cotplnmtion of eonservabion and Tuel

st uat s

Whether i s i reahistee tirgel wilhoul
st kind of ritwning 1y price or lack of
much  an o

suppls 1 15 shill
(LR RIRIR
Meanwlule we

VET Y

THIRE

eirrenl deoisiid s plas i Teserve P Fequires

The vomisersus st serphos wall e

aroumd e Teast Aor o decide
I8 AMNSVWER

The nbvious solutom s Lo bse electn-
far ml wherover
possilde Bal just iow reabistic that s

by as o substlute

reniuns a matter of dispute

1ippHes ot ey vntes are dubpmons,
non:
convetional renewable vnergy =ourees

and  prefer to concentrade  on

sireh ais solar and syathene hgud fucls.

Untl st vear the Eoergy Mumistey

seeredd Lo apres
SEWPrATH

But mevw, and walhiout diseounting the
meed for renewable energy advances, o

different autlook seems Lo be growing
M George Ashe,

recenl spetch.

He spoke of the clectrie car, which
General Motors hopes will corner 10 oet

cent of the autn market by 1990

Hailwavs could be electrificd, and in
fact, Ashe broughi a resolution before the
lepislalure @ while back that urged the

CHetrEy

enactly the
+|il|r1m|h~ i!!'ﬂhh‘ﬂ'l ol walh clevireal
enerpy We produce ane-ilth more than

parhamentary
assistind 1o Energy Mimster Bob Weleh,
had a Tew cominenls aboul the possibihty
of using eleviricity tn replace o @

What really aanovs me about this
entive vhnntey alfair s tal, while we sit
arompieed wonbinge T bad by -needed doebate,
these mdividuals bave beon mnlating o
petpy ol show-haz tveoons, effering Lime-
tieck eacises, outhursts of hravado el
Gl chulehish nonsense

I ot Believe for one minute thal the
hiluted presense of journahists s the chief
reasitd lor Mre Trudean's foal refusal 1o
praat et Fut i any vvent, whiy shauld
ther networks gnsist on having their own
Cpersonahities” on the set? And ol Mr,
Clk = o pan-ho as he sugpests, why
oy Uhes tlo somethigt about it? Why go
throstgh these sillly negotidions with the
aednarks”

Whit Clark eouldd doo- ol 50 could

Trudeay of he really wants o debate

witlemt Journalisis - s simply hire an
avditer o, ehallenpe the sther Teaders to
a debate, snud e three could seleet a
ndderator - T owould sugeest a0 non-
avadenne, non-gournalist, who enjoys o
cerap -+ oand have o el old-lashioned
feee-dorall Why should  the networks
shie tate gy Anrinals”

AL SO -BI1Y

And at's patent nonsense for them o
audesl -oas they sy e - that it's
abremdy too ite to schedule o debate. 11
e three paris feaders decuded (o meet
head techead, the nebworks would  be
thete, fiphihing furiously  for e best
cottaera posttions. Bel's not kid ourselves
abuimnn Hiat.

Troublie s, v wdea s eabirely
poltireal. [ keep Torpettiog that  this
Catt ki s i T teonl rolled media event™.
Aauel that, 1 assumed, s show ng

George Ashe’s ‘electrical future’

oives focus to energy search

frecberal government fo do just that on Lhe

Toronto- Moo real run

And, as ol prices soar, electnicty for
Dot bsataing? lwscoities mgre and more
catnpehitive, especially Tor mhw homes,

A be Ashie s ton optimnshie. But al
the vers Teast 1l s o direction we should
i trnang o o wo ik energy policy.
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Halton’s|
History

From our files

THIRTY YEAUS AGO-During the month
of Fuary, 605 schowl davs were Jost by
puptls becigse ol mumps The shield for
bost monthly attendance was presented 1o
the pupids of Mess Wilma Sl

A detwmled  report on the dental
condition =of Georpetown Public Sehoe)
stutdents was recently receved from Dr.
B Mearn 1t would supgest that the
cinldren of Georgetown are consunnng
st foodds Lo an exeess. There is o rapid
pnerease wcavibies oo e sendor grades, Tt
1= o b hopeed thal they will Jeirn the
ool eflect of relmed sagar before it s
Losn Ranle

The town clerk’s report for 1849
showed 200 old ape pensions granted, 31
death certheates and 16 morriage
certilicates issued

Couneil was tnld by the putthie school
board of the need Tor immediate planning
[ur the erection of & mew ses-Tooan sehool
Les Laker care of the growang enrohinent. A
populabien survey  nuheates  that  the
present enraliment of grade pupils will
inctease Trom 0 1o HNY and m kinder-
gLatten Tromn 36 o 730 A sixd-roum sehoal
wath asseanbly raom, teachers” romins and
other o oaptsdabion would cost an the
ppe e b 0f SLHE N

TWENTY VEARS AGO-Could we ask
our sehicitors tnceme e couneil next woek
ard explinn how e lown could expropr-
ale laed for industrial purposes™" was a
guestion asked by Coun Fred Harrison ot
Mundiy™s council meeling Mre. Harrson
sand that Fast week o pum was w lown
leakoangt Tor land to banled three Taclories for
resttsal aned hadn't Been able to locate any.

Fratrcia Bonnar, apte 19, of Hr;tmi:-tm'-,'
s Jucks 1o have escaped o horeible death
carly Fruday mormog swhen the car she
was drving plunged off the north codd ol
Mann Street and made o speetacular 125
foot dlive inlo the Wildwoed argovo The
car, o 193 Fdsel, was baltered to Lhe
extent of an estunated $1.2000 however
Mes. Bunnar received only Iwo nunor cuts
la her forehead. Some of the rees down
thae sicde of the incline were hroken off 12
leeit absovee the pround, The car Loded an
s wheels on an ice-covered creek 50 Teet
brfos 10 level of the bphway,

An ayre-ald ory of taxpoyers was
echocel when Mre. J Jeldoes contetided e
wirs il pettimg s money's worth for s
raxes at a meehing of Esguesimg Township
Couneil Aonday. He saud Esguesing his
no fire protection antd wo scheols wathin
walking distance. Mro Jeflries sind he
feels s taxes should be reduced.

Guraorpetown Hader follomers may gel
a sheak preview of things to come in the
fulermedite A7 plaveafls this Friday
nipht, A 194 ramp over a shaky Orilli
Club Mondas mght satished the minds of
that northern club’s execulives Lhal 1o
fush aut the sehedule and vie with Milton
andd Georgelown in e upcoming round
rotnn  semp-final world  he s0 much
msanity. The Orllia degision to call it a
tlay solved prablems all aver the place,

slashing tns vear's roads budgiet (o
SI05,0000 plus o SIOAKNE Feserve [and [or
reconstruction of Mamn Street coused a
lirisk debate Monday at couneal. Pror 1o
he debale, amotion wis carried thal this
vear s tax rile include a $20,000 allotment
for a0 475000 improveiment ol on Man
Sireeet.

TEN YEARS AGO--Marjuana, Hashish
ant LSy were among the drogs confiscit-
v by polee o oa rand on a Georgelown
hottse Saturday night. Sikty charges are
bemg Laid agamst 38 people fomd in the
house whea nme police olficers i wa

s osgquaneds byoke upoa party in the raid which

wis the result of several weeks of
mveshipation, accorthng o Georgetown
Police Chief Harley Lowe, The youngest of
the st was 15 vears old. Three were indulis
anid the rest betwesn the ages of 16 and 21,

There s every  possibility bt
sesaims of the provineial judpge s court
will resume in Georgelown soon adler an
absenee of six oor seven vears, [t s
understond ol negoliations are almost
connluded te have the courl convens bwicd
monthly i the bonguet hall of he pew
Maseme Temple on Theghway 7

The 174 International Plowing Malch
will ber hieded in Baltan County - f the local
Pl mar's Associaton can find o (arm an
which toholil it Esquesing Heeve George
Currie sard the search for a site will be
ditheutt, He smd ne farmers in his
nesghborhood  would  be  interested,
Leeause {1 rims thae farm

Contenntal  School waill
npddle sehool m the  fall,
supervisor  1on Campbell  lold Park
Parents  and  Schoal  Assecidtion  last
Wednesday  night, The change  al

become a
s bate

C Centennia] School from i senior - public

schal, winth only grades seven sd eight to
4 rniddle sehonl with grades six, seven and
eiehl s part of a pilot project in the county

©wvalving theee sehools, one i Gearge

B rr, e ane Durlipgton antd one in

{ Gikeville

Oz YEAR AGO--Former  Hallen
Regional Charman Hie Morrow  hay
ermerged as a persuasive new medialor in
the longtstsnding dispute belween Focal
Properies Ll and the town of Hailton
Hall= A luncheon date with Ernie Hodnar,
-l representative for the development
company that wants (o build some 1,740
b= south of {eorpelawn, led o Mr.
Morrow's  appearance  before  council
sondav  mght, where he oullined a
pragesal for a comprehensive feasibility
stydy 1o be underlaken ot Focal's enst.

Halton Regronal Police Commission is
leskang into the possibality of asking the
provinee Lo either re-open the Milton Jail
ur Inerease compensation for the work put
i by Halton Hegronal Police officers os
prisoner  escorts and turnkeys. Police
Cheel Ken Skerrett noted in a letter Lo the
cammissog  that  having three court
tocations and detention centres in Toronto
and Bamilton adds to the confusion and
ineflicieney af the aperation in relation to
enurl procedures and the escorting of
pPrisaners.

Mlans for o 102-unit residential
subdivision near the intersection of
Moauntainview Road and River Drive In
Geargetown were unveiled before town
planning board Tuesday night. The board
referred the proposal, as presenied by
Rob Clipsham and Alan Arbuckle on
behalf of C and H Investments, Lid., to the
planning department for (urther study.




