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Ity MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald Staff \Writer

(M all the world's musical
instruments, none scems Lo
ratse the audience response of
the great Highland bagpipe.
You love 'em or hate ‘em, but
there's no in-between,

For Virginia Hulme, the
reaction is & positive one. She
_hns had  other musical
intercsts over the years, but
the pipes have been a part of
her life since she was a high
school student.

Todday, she is the pipe major
of the Geonrgetown Girls' Pipe
Band and the only female o
hold an intermediate.instruct-
or's certifieate in piping. She

also holds an advanced piping

certificate and placed second
in salo piping at the 1979
Speyside Highland Games.

Mrs. Hulme took piano
lessans for a enuple of yejrs as
o child and could play the
mouth organ belore she enler-
e sehool. She  also  toek
accordian lessons and plays
the ukelele. At nine, she took
pipe  lessons from lInez
Crichton, one of the founders of
the Georgetown Girls” Pipe
Banil. She dropped them, how-
ever, o concentrate on other
thinpgs and didn't go back to
her pipes until after she began
high school.

“One of my classmates ask-
ed me to come and join the
band,” she savs, *and ['ve
been here ever sinee,”

The fact that she stuck it out
through her high school years
is 21 bit of o change, since that
Is when many of their young
band members decide to quit.

"My parénts were pleased to
see me in the band, but my
mather got a bit worried when
1 was in grade 13 and turning
down dates with eligible
bachelors  because of band
ommilisents,"” she chuckles,
‘1 think she thought | was
imiting my social life, but she
lidn't know about all those
wwod looking goys we'd meet at
dand events, BEowaes o great
vay (o meet puys.”
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Musice is o way of Iile for Ginny Hulme, whose assoclation
with the Georgetown Girl's Plpe Band goes back many vears, In
saledltivn to 1illing the pipe major's role, Mrs. Hulme also téaches
piping, There is nothing unusual about cotehing her practising In
her hackyard, since she practises outdoeors as long as the weather

i fine,
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“Il's okay marching down
the street in a kilt when yvou're
17.” she grins. “You have zll
the guys looking at you and it’s
really something to be in the
band. But it's no ego trip at 13
or 14. That's when it's no fun 1o
he different from your peers
and o Int of the girls drop out
hecause they are embarrassed
tn he Seen in parades,”

Mrs. Hulme prefers students
to be around 10 years old
before she starts giving them
piping lessons. Prior to that
they aren't always fully co
nrdinated enough to handle the
PIpres.

She doesn’l tel her students
how hard they may lind piping
in case it frightens them off. In
the beginning piping is very
casy, she says, 50 she Jets them
po along in ignorance unlil

Ahey are too hooked to give up,

It is learning proper control of
the bap that is difficult.

Prosprochye pipers  can
expect to pay over $H00 (or o
new set of pipes. Pipers own
their own because they are a
fairly personal instrument and
require a great deal of care as
well as ennstanl plaving 1o
keep them in good condition.

The Georgetown Girls' Pipe
Band supplies the members’
uniforms as well as drums lor
its drum seclion.

The band practises Thurs-
day evenings in Park Public
Schoal. Gail Bennett s the
drum major and, as far as the
public can tell, the band's
leader, as she marches ahead
giving instructions to
members paracding behind her.
The .pipe major is the real
leader in terms of musical
choice and band organizalion,
boweverT.

Mrs. Hulme's father wos a
high schoal teacher anmd it was
through him that she became
interestidd in eommercial art
and piping. She says she
abways wanled to be a {eacher
and, if it wasn't for her teacher
iraining, she wouldn't be
leaching piping now.
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is a way of life for pipe major

In 5, Sheridan Coege
olfercd piping and drumming
courses [or the first time. Mrs,
Hulme winted o go and
coaxed the band's drom
mstructor, HRoy  Ceck, into
pomg with her. He in turn
coaxed her into signing up for
the instruclor’s course.

I was a five-day course,”
she savs, “and at the end of the
first day I was ready to quil. §
felt really out of my depth.
They Laught all the theory we't)
have to teach a band inone day
el 1 wis just going in circles
with it ™

SECOND DAY

Fhe seceond day., however,
they cach had to leach an
impromptu lesson and she was
asked 1o go first. Al the
marning  break, one of the
instructors cornered her and
askedd of she was o teacher, He
then asked if she would consi-
der teaching the beginners'
pining course at the college.
Her  Tirsl  classes  were
January, 196, and she now
feaches three sets a vear,

Mrs., Hulme attended Lake-
shiwe Teschers” Coltepe and

taught at Chapel Street School’

[or seven vears, Oddly enough,
in those vears she taught very
little mnsic, I she swapped a
class with another teacher, she
wsually tapeht art or phivsical
education, In the early 196is,
school music was usually vocal
and so structured Lhal she
found the students didn't enjoy
it much. As a resull, she
avoided it if possible,

As o child growing up o g
farm in Peel, Mrs, Hulme
learned to ride a pony around
the ape of three, AL five, shie
was barred (rom showing her
pony at the Richmoned Hill fair
hecause she was oo young.
Faler, she wan prizes ot fairs
antd even managed a prize at
the Hoval Agriculiural Winter
Fair with her pony. She still
enjovs firs and goes oul (o
help the lady directors sel up
theplays in 1he hall for the
Groargetown lair. She also does
i dof of Il work which she

enters w the Georgelown fair
witl 15 already going over the
prize list ta figure out whal
she’ll imake to show this fall.

The pipe band wasn't Mrs
Hulme's first attempt at per-
forming with a band. She was
selieted al the ripe old age of
six le lead her schoob’s rhvthim
band in the Peel Music Festi-
vill.  The  band  ineluded
members Irom all cight grades
and wan the competition twoe
VEArS I O row,

She also sang solos in the
festival and won three medals,
gold, silver and  branze.
Although she savs she has lost
ber “solo-qualily veice”, she
wits a moembwer ol the high
schnal  choir and  of  the
teachers” college plee club,

Mes. Hulme's Family moved
to Grooargetown when she was
13 and she Tound  heeself
interested in cadets when she
entered high scheol, She was in
vhargeof the girls’ eade? corps
% i Cadet Major in Grade 12
add won several awards for
rifle shooling  including best
parl rifle shot, It may seem a
tatally dufferent field but she
fimdds # helped  considerably
with ber band wark.

Mrs, ilulme's husband,
Franets, 15 o supervisor at
stath angd Stone. They have
two  sons, Bruce, 13, and
Braden, U Noth bovs go in
sheridan College  with their
mather  for  bhand  trainiog.
Brove bhas jus! received his
vlementary deumming certifi-
cale amd Braden is  taking
piping from his  mother, If
their interest in the pipes and
trums  continges, they may
passibly - be  able 1o jein
Sheridian’s hand when they are
ready, she savs,

Mrso Hulme pives  lessons
privately, but oot all her
siudents wind up in the band.
All the eaching she does for
the o s dene on e voluntary
basis, sinee she feels that is
part of her joby as pipe major.
Hinvever, those interested in
the band don’t have to golo her
for lessons. The '

TV is a useful tool for arts groups,
- television workshop director says

By LORITAYLOR
Herald Staff Writer

Georgetown's Centennial
public school became another
stop an an ongoing provincial
tour by TV Ontarin last Wed-
nesday night when meinbers
and guests of the Halton Hitls
Arts Council participated in a
demonstrotion of the ehannel’s
theory that television need not
be simply “chewing gum lor
the eyeballs™,

Eileen Thalenberg, who is
conducting a series of work-
shops for TV Ontario, tald The
Herald [ast week that people
view television as something
which athers  just sit and
watch; they don't seem aware
of the medium's passibilities
as a tool o inspire, moltivite
and teach the skills of a
particular sctivily,

Georgetown's workshop was
the filth in the series off 24
workshops, which are being
sponsared by the ministry of
culture and recrextion.

Ms. Thalenberg is conduoct-
ing these workshaps an a free
Janee basis [or TV ntorio, but
she worked for the network for
four years after it first went an
the air. She has worked in the
theatre as a director, as well
as writing for radio and tele-

vision, working in journalism

and writing poetry.

Ms. Thalenberg said she
hands out a questionnatre after
ciach workshop, and theee will
bee a followap o find out
whether the siroups were able
o make use of some of the
ideas contained in the work-
shop.

INTER-ACTION

“We're trying to show people
how television can be o basis
for mteraction rather than
sitting back and recewving the
information,” Ms, TeMenborg
satd. “These workshops are to
show people in the arts how
television  can e wsedd  to
stimutate interest ina particu
lar crafl, i an event or in @
crafts group. ™

Ms, Thalenbery said there is
a VIP service which allows
mrembers ol the general public
to purchase video tapes of
programs in the TV Gatarie
library., Because the TV
Ontario network s entirely
pavernment-financed, the
tapes are sold at cost, and are
avalable for purchase by
libraries and schools.

The workshops  include
segrents on musie, dance, and
visual arts and crafts, Ms.
Thalenberg soid. Many arts
and cralts people gel ideas
from the segmeal on music,
however, and many musicians
gel wleas from the section on
dance, so there s a cross-
pallination of ideas, she said.

The first thing on the agenda
a1 cach workshap is 1o find out
which arls groups are repre-
sented and where the interests
of  the audience lie, DMs.
Thalenberg =i,

“Ltry 1o find out what the
imterests of the people present
are, so 1 ear the workshop to
them,™ she <aid “And 1 find
people learn to talk to cuch
other during the course of a
workshop, It seems to make
for hetter eommunication

helween the ards groups. At the
workshop in Brantford, iwo
proups got together to buy a
video-playback * machine to
share.”

REINFORCE WORK

Ms. Thalenberg said the
different groups in the commu-
nily have te learn how lo
reinforce what they are each
doing. She sugpested that if o
musician were going to give o
performance of a picce of
madern music, but wasn't sure
how his audience would react
to . ht could interest and
inflorm people on what modern
music is abaul by having the
library show a video-tape from
it seganent of the series "The
Music of Man™ dealing with
miklern music,

I an arts and erafts group

Federal contracts for Varian

Two [ederal contracts have been won by Yarian of
Canada Lid,, the department of supply and services

annattneed Thursday.

The largest contrict, worth $39.812, is to provide 1he
defence departeent with electron lubes. Yarinn will also
provide the départmemt of communicativns with radie
vommuincation equipment worth §18,912,

The conlraets were antong 211 worth $19,000 or more
awarded o Canadian companies in the week ended Jon. §.
Tutad value of the conlracts was $17,163,606.

$8,800 worth of Optimism

Members o the Acton Oplimists club collected
$4,754 26 1 plediges during the Cerebral Palsy Telethon two
weeks ngo. Since those preparing the television messages
vimitted the Acton, Georgelown, Milton reference on their
telephone oumber and listed only Guel ph, president Dave
Hendersan said he (ell the group probably lost a few pledges
trom people who didn’t realize there was a local pledge
msnber and thus donated to Brampton or Oakville instead .
They sull managed to better therr $6.000 figure from last

FUATTS campeuign.

Bridge club results

Results of the Caledan Bridge Club op January 23
were N-S 1 Maureen Walker and Disne Everingham, 2.
Eliine and Ron Smith, 3. Anne Reid and John Franklin, E-W
. Su¢ and Hert Barrett, 2. Stan Everingham and Gord
Burbidge. 3. Betly and Adrian Van Oss.
Results of January 24 were N-§ 1, Lil and George Thompson,
2. Gene and Ralph Gillespie, 3. Jim Polerson and Stan
Evermgham. E-W 1. Naurcen ang Des Devereaux, 2. Nancy
and Brian Adamson, 3. Muriel Merlina and Fran Curry.
Novice winners - Pat McLeod and Mary Burgess-Webb.,

wanted in inlerest people in o
course on mask-making, it
could show a film on the
history of masks, in different
cultures, then a program on
the actual technical steps
involved inmaking a mask and
conclude with a program on
the use of masks indance orin
the theatre, Ms. Thalenberg
said.

~ The idea of the workshops is
to show the arts groups how Lo
draw people inlo an aclivily
through the use of (elevision,
she said,

“S¥e have a service thist
people don’l always know is
available,” Ms. Thalenberg
spid. “We also show people
how to make use of the
facilities that are available."

of area residents,

who said thot the

EILEEN THALENBERG

About the Hills

Pomeroy talks to GARA

Mayor Pele Pomeroy will discuss his first year in
allive and ns ambitions for the town's future tonipght
Wednesduy s as guest speaker for a general meeting of the
Genrgelown Aren Ratepayers Association. The méeting
begins at T p.me in the GDHS cafeteria,

Aid in public health?

The Halton Regional Health Unit may be working
directly with the Universily of Toronto in the near [uture.
Regional council passed a recommendation last week
launching & study into the possibility of formally affiliating
wilh the University and Its world-renowned school of
medicine, in the area of public healith. The high profile of the
school in the medical community is alse being considered as
a possible source for finding o replacement lor recently-re-
tired Bedical Officer of Health, Dr. Joseph Chamberlain.

Three-way stop

Rojechng a stafl report recommaending the contrary,
the town’s general commilter has aceepted the arguments
ol ared residents and Is recommending to council that a
three-way stop by estabhished al the inlersection of Henry
Street and Mary Street i Georgetown, The stafl report,
Based on o himited study by regionat police, recommended
aganst the three-way stop al preseot, supgesting that
further study be dane in the spring. Compmttee voted in
fivor of the three-wiy stop after hearing from a delegation

intersection 1%

petentially dangerous to the children of 1he area.

Ladies’ Night

Acten Agricultural Society will hold a Ladies™ Night
dance in the Aclon Citizen's Band Hall Feb. 16,

mstructor is theirs so long as it
is somesone of whom the hand
approves. It is preferable for
new members o e oable to
play samething on the pipes or
rums before they begin com-
ME oul [ prachees, .

The Georgetaown band is one
of enly abwut six female pipe
bands in Nocth Amwerica and
prping is sl very much
man's  realm,  Mrs.  Hulme

Csavs, Most of her students at

Sherdan are males over 45,
Maost of them either found the
pipes Bscinated them or they
had some connection wilh the
i and beeame acquainted
wilh the pipes that way. Since
they are Tearniog piping as a
hobby  she concentrates  on
Leelpinge them to de it Lo the best
of their ability el making
sure they're enjoving it, rather
thim nn worrving about how
perfect they become.
FOUR GAMES

The Georgetonn Girls” Pipe
Band has 20 members and
averages four highland games
and 15 parades o vear, Mrs,
FHlulmwe savs, The band won't

appear with less than nine
pipers and  four  drumimoers.
The girls are asked to sign up
ahead of time and once they
sipn nothing short of a deatl
Ferr ow sy can get them out af
AT e peinenl,

The girls  placed  fourth
consistently i Grade $ compe-
Htien Fast year, Mes. Hulme is
hoping this wilt be the year
they move up ta Gratde 3. They
would have 1o tearn a different
tvpe af music for competition
and she'd enjoy the challenge
al teaching i 1o them.

I she hadn’t become a
teacher, AL, Hulme says she
watild prabably have gone inte
commuercial aris. She enjoys
skelehing, il pamnting, papier
macher sculpture and most
erafts includimg petit  point,
macrame, erewel ¢mbroidery,
antl erovheting. She does a lot
of home sewing and likes to
ride her bicvele, swim, play
teesebndll and oven  ski il
veneitions are right), although
shis leaves the difficult stoffl 1o
her hushand, who is a director
ol The hledon Ski Club,

chaice of

_ Juv Lamsden demonstrates the typing sklils she otillzes in
her business, Jos*s Gal Friday Services, Mrs. Lumsden aoys her
business is just ln the starting stages, hul s progressing.
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Joy launches

Gal Friday co.

By MICHELLE MARTIN
Herudd Spectal

Many lecal residents con use
sofe extra help now and then,
whelher they're husiness
preupte ar mdividuals in need of
sofn e secretarial assistance.

Wreckers’ licences held

The tosvr’s general commillee is recommending to
couney] that 180 heenves for Jolinson Aato Wreckers aned

JSork Ao

reckers, Tt in Acton, be held in abevance

b the yarils conform to tawn bylaws, The cecommentda-
Tty was made by Coun. Buss Miller, whe said that he has
recewed numerous complaints from residents absnit the
votltions of wrecking vards within the town, Committee
approved Lhe hicences of five other yards, bul directed staff
o begin files on each vard 1o determine more clearly
whether comformily to town bylaws is maintained through-

il the vear.

McGlynn replaces- Campbell

Caplam Art MeGlyvon, fire prevention efficer with the
Rurlingten Fie Department, has replaced Caplain Peter
Campbell s chanrman of Hallon repion’s Fire Prevention
Compntiee, o greup of represenlatives from cach of the
peatin’s fuue fire departnents which mect monthly. Caplain
Cinnphell, who served as chaorman for [wo vears, was
clecteld vice-charman dunmg the commitlee’s executive
ehechom st week. Treosurer s Hareld Penson of Milton,
peplacimg Larry Brassacd of Halton Hills, and secrelary 1s

How Powns, also of Milton,

Trucks prohibited

Hesponding to o request Trom Pect region, Halton
repion’s works comumitlee s recommuending (o council that
Iruck teallic be prohibited on a section of Repional Boad 19
in Halton Hills, between Terra Cotta and Regonal Road 42,
The recommendation was based on a Peel report which
eheales the road s struclurally and  geometrically
madequate for any increase in iruck volumes. The possible
merease could come from a new guarry that is opening in

Frip Towpship.

Father way, Joy Lumsden
has i helpiul selution, borrow-
e in parl from The traditional
sty of Hobinson Crusoe,

With 1 wvears of personat
ulfice  expenience, Mrs,
Lutisden launched Joy's Gal
Frikiv  Services  from  her
Metealler Court hoeme in
Greorpetiven hast Oetober and
aow  provides  seeretarial
assislanee 1o busitesses and
Fulivadhuals e the Georgetow
ardl Hramplon areas; she's
also deady  to o exlend  the
service into Actonr and olher
areas araumndd Halton  Hills,
aql, cuncerning lime commit.
ments, states thal there are no
S HEHUITITEES

Prompled by one ino many
apulogees from waold-be
ehaplosers wha answered her
applications wilhh a  curt
v re overgquabficd”, Mrs.
Lumisden hopes 1o expand her
mdegandenl  service soon o
melude o lemporary-help
apeney.

“There are women  whao
aven't worked for vears."” she
told ‘The Herald recently. “If
they qusl brush up on their
tvping and know their alpha-
bt then they could be tempo-
vary help.”

S Tor qualified assistance
et filimg,  telephone
work amd even export docu-
mentation preparation, Joy's
feil Frulay Services is the
Baspuiess b contact,

Problems, Problems

Feople are fike tea bags.
They dan't know therr own
srength untdd they get mnto
hot water!




