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Driving a transpart Is o young man's game and Ralph Kempton says most long:dlstance
drivers huve left the highway by the age of 10. Nusband and wife teams are becoming more
common in the west, he notes, and while women drivers are still relatively scarce, Mr. Kemplan
says it deprnds on what type of load the driver is haullng whether a woenian will have trouble ot the

jah,

After' 110 years

tHernld photo by Maggie Hannah)

N A DAY'S WORK———————e—
this ‘young man’s game’

Arts Council
-- page 15

THE NERALD, Wednesday, January 9, 1380 - Page .}

g i 5 ey, A = il . 2

SECOND
" SECTION

With this installment, The Herald introduces o new sertes of

frature  articles through

which readers

can become

acguasinted  with professions apd  occupations inseolving
1alton THlis resldents Trom il walks of life, Here, staff
writer Magpie Hannah sets the trend by examining the

activitles,  responsihilitbes,

training.

work bours and

eaperiences of truck driver Halph Kemption, The Herald
widvemnes supgestions from its readers for fulure chaplers

of AU ko s Daes s Work™™,

Iy MAGGILE HANNAH
erald Stall Writer
Driving & fransport is a
young man’s game, accerding
tee o0 miaeny who's been ot it for
The past 123 vours.,

Halph kempton has  been
hauling  stec! tubing from
Lyman Tubing's Dakwille
headguarlers 1o the firm's
Winnmipegt warehause [or aboul
five vears. Prior o that, he
worked fur four other compa.
nies and spent a year as fleet
manager for o small trucking
fire.

There are three elassihica-
Lions Tor trock drivers in terms

ol Thee way the general public -

seetns o view  them, Mr
kKetupton  told  The  Herald,
Transport drivers are usually
considered the upper crust in
the business and drivers on
graovel tiweks seem 1o be the
pnes Thit give the profession a
badk image, although he guick-
lv nates there are good and bad
alike ameonyg them, just ke in
anv other field.

While there is na special
cducational requirement for
aiyone planning in enler the
fieldl so long as they are
literale enough to read road
signs, he explained, the Mini-
siry of Transporl has tightened
up ils licensing policies in the
lasl couple of yvears so thal
drivers must now have con-
sidverable experienee o a par-
ticular 1ype of truck before
they can qualify to be [ested
[or a particator Lype of licence,

Canada Manpower says
trivers must be 18 to apply for
a Class A licenwe, which is the
type Mr. Kempton has. This
enahles them to drive any size
of vehicle, including a school
bus. but the tests for o bus
livence include extra material
o passenger safety. Although
the department only requires
the applicant to be 18 to apply
for the Class A licence, most
trucking firms prefer drivers
to be at least 21, and many
wiant them to be 25 or over.

TYPES AND SIZES
l.earning how te handle
various types and sizes of
trucks by working for a firm

o prowvides  trainmgg  and
xperience is s1ll the best way
o fearn the job, he says.
Alternalively, prospective
drivers can lake instruclion
and tesling through the Driver
Traming Cenlre ot George
Hrown College i Toronlo.

While Mr. Kempton does not
disapprove of unions, he is not
working for g unionized
cornpany. Most of the large
transpor! {irms are univnized,
b savs, but the smaller firms
wilh Tleets of Jess than ¢
Irucks are usually non-union
CONMPREIIeS.

Dirivers are paid by the hour,
by The roide, on a pereentagy
barsis, or through a combina-
hon of the three methods, be
sivs.  Drivers  working  on
corbain iy pes of dediverics fora
cormpiany may asccasionally be
on stratght salary, but this is
uncommon The hourly rate
for wnionized drivers in
Chtario is $24HE, althmugh this
may vary depending on haw
close the Brm is lo o major
vity. In  Alberla, the union
wage is around $10an hour and
in British Columbia, it runs
arnund $12 to $13 an hour.

There s alwavs a certain
number of vacancies and a
pood worker should be able to

find a job, althwugh there is.

never o big  demand for
drivers. Lazy, careless and
incompetent drivers lend to
drift fron job to job until they
run out of places o go and
have to feave the lield, Mr
Kemplon says.

Although drivers wen't be
cxpeeled to maintain their own
vehicles, Mr. Kemplon carries
certain tools with him so that
he could do minor repairs an
an cmergency basis rather
than be stuck on the side of a
rood somoewhere,

LONG-IMSTANCE

Many transporl companies
alse have independent drivers
doing long-distance brokeroge
runs for them, since union
drivers are more expensive 10
send on Jong runs where they
are paid by the hour, rather
than by the other forms of

" payment used (or independent

drivers.

Trublie

Privers an transporls with
{ommeretad Vehicle
1OV hieences are requuored
by law 1o have Jog bouks which
list the hours a driver spends
driving., when, where and for
s Junge b makes slops, and
details on loading and unload-
g his traaler. Drivers oo
private company trucks are
also supposed (o keep logs bul
checking by the mimsiry is nol
purswed  very  carefully for
them as for PCV drivers,

Privale companics de npot
need POY heences to haul their
vwn prodducts lo markel or
ol swveh  dlems  as  aew
machinery purchased for the
CHMpany’'s use,

The number of ransporl
drivers who own heir own
Lractars and tralers and woerk
das  owner-eperators lor
companies is on the rise, Mr.
Kempton says

The number ol younpg
cauples owmng and cperating
their own Fig as o leam is also
rising, although this 18 more
commaon in western Canada
than in Ontario, he savs. H is

Ralph Kempton regularly drives

also [airly  common n Lhe
U'mitedd States

“They have a stove and
fridge and TV fixed up in their
bunk and.  in effect, they
convert bt into a home” he
xavs. [ bevames their home
and they travel all over that
way, driving and taking their
hanne with them. [ puess it
woulth make o good way 1o see
the  couniry  if  you  were
voung, " :

Allhough there is nathing 1o
prevent aowaeman froan droving
transparl and Mr., Kemplon
feels thal women ¢can be just as
pood ! driving  as men, he
warns thalt women may have
problems  with loading  and
unloading, depending on whit
thes are hisuling.

WOMENCOPE

“FRnerw a girk in the Oakville
areswho drives a gravel truck
and ancther one who  hauls
milk ward Mantreal,” he
says. UWith grovel you just
drive under the hopper to load
and unltadiy? 1s just as casy.
The hases for loading and
unloading  milk are  prelty
stinple  to handle, 100, so

from Oakvifle to

Winnipe#g lor Lyman Tubing. He originally planned to be 8 maotor
mechanic but has been driving transport Tor 13 yvears.

tHerald photo)

neither 'of themn would have
irethle, Another girl T know
wits hauling lumber and she
hand freuhle heaving the chains
over the Joad amd tighlening
them down, o the load wasn'i
safe on the road and the
company had to let her go. I
would all depend on what the
pir! was hawling, whether she
cauld da the job or nol”™

Mr. Kemplon says he doesn’l
bocaed or unlosud fns own truck
bal he has to stay wilh his
trck o Winmpeg until it s
unloaded i order b move 1
aout of the way., Then he can
rest. I (kkville he  isn't
needded with the trock untit it is
leacled ready to leave,

Asked  what  personality
trints he considers unportant
foradriver, Mr. Kemplon says
they most like 1o be alone,
sinee they will be an their own
for tmany hours at a time,

“1t"s hard for & family man
bevause he may be away three
to' Iive days at o time,”” he
savs. A majority of drivers
are off the bighway by the time
thev're 400 105 not o hard lile
hut there's a lol reguirad «f
ns."’

Having some  inlerest in
mechanics is also an asset and
will usualiv make for o belter
driver, he adds, although il is
met 3 requirement i get o
licence as a transport driver.

NUOVA SCOTIA BRED

Mr. Kemplon comes from
Harmnny  Mills, Queen's
County, Nova Scotio and has
been in Omtario for 14 years.

He ongimally  intended to
become o mechanic  doing
truck maimenance and slarted
his  apprenticeship  with 2
trucking firm, then discovered -
1w enjoyed Lhe driving and has
heen at it ever sinee,

Mr. Kempton, his  wife

Marlene, and  their  three
children, aged four months to -
six years have lived on Main
Street North in Acton (or the
pist six years.
- Mr. Kempton has no desire
tn drive ito the United Slates,
{inding their police officers
much tess frendly and halpful
than Canadian ones.

He also says blunily that he's
afraid of guns, which mosl
American truckers carry, If a
irucker is stopped he under-
stands the police imunediately
ask for his log, his gun and his
pills. They assume a driver
will be using some type of
medication o malntain  his
alertness,

“I've never had any
incidents but I know enough
people who have to know that
I'th qquit before T had to go down
into that. I want no part of it."

Firefighters look back on hard work, changes

By MAGGIE HANNAH
tlerald stailfl writer

Foaur yvolunteer hrehighlers
wilh an occumulated tatal of
110 years' serviee in the Acton
area have lendered their resig-
nation {o Halton Hills Fire
Chiel Mick Holmes this week.

Sam Tennanl, Bon Van
Fleet, Doug Mason and Harry
Oterbein told The Herald last
week they ald feel the time has
come for them te retire and
leave It o the younger mem-

bers of the force to provide the -

community wilth fire profee-
tionp,

“Alter 35 years wilh Lhe
department, I think it's lime Lo
throw in the spenge.” Mr.
Tennant explained. He was
clected fire chief in 1953 and
held the office al least two
years,

"I can’t get out in time to
catch the truck any more.”
Mr. Otlerbein commented,
“Trallic'sso heavy, [ can’l gel
ncross the corner.”

Mr. Van Fleet agreed with a
chuckle.

"1 always run {rom home,
too, and [ can't get up the hitl
fast enough to catch the [irst
truck any more either. [ think
it's time to leave it o Lhe
younger boys. They're a bil
fazster moving, a bil mare
enthusiastlc than weare now.™

All four men are life mem-
bers of Lhe Acton Volunteer
Firefighters' Assoclation and
of the Ontario Firelighters' As-
soclatlon. Mr. Tennant also
holds a [ong service medal
from the Onlario Fire Mar-
shal's office in recognition of
30 years' service as a volun-
leer ter.

Mr. Tennant, 64, joined the
Acton Fire Department in Feb-
ruary, 1945; Mr. Van Fleet, 54,
joined in June, 1952; Mr. Ma-
son, 62, joined in Janunry, 1853
and Mr. Otterbein, 63, joined In
August, 1959,

"My boss nt Force Electriv
suggested thal I join the de-
pariment(,”’ Mr. Otierbeln re-
called. “He [ell it was n guod
move 45 o laxpayer to have
cmployees on the fire depart-
mwent, It was in his interest lo
maintain a volunteer force Lo
keep the taxes down, and he
encearaged us 1o join.”

FIRST PFUMPER

When the four veterans first
joanerd, the deportment had
aboul 15 members and a 1927
Sludebaker pumper which has
since been purchased by the
association andis andisplay in
the fire hall. The three men
whe have been lhere longest
vividly recall runs on the old
Studebaker and  joke about
riding on the fromt running
boiacd pouring gas inte lhe
mutor 1o Keep the truck nun-
ning. The fuel was fed hy o
vacuum system ralher than
clecirically pumped and the
Vvotunm gave out “tany old
incunyvenient time', they say,
so someone often had to pour
fuel inta the matar to keep il
running or they couldn't get to
the fire.

In the early days when the
pumper was Kept in fronl of a
parage near the present hall,
they also had problems wilh
passing youngsters pulling the
plug on the block henler sa that
it was too cold to start on
winier nights, It was not
uncommon for the men to have
to push the regine down the
street to get it running before
they went to o fire.

‘That same engine pumped
all night leng when A.P.
Green's factory bumed in 1952,
however, and was subsequent-
ly used at the fire on Waolle's
turkey farm.

The {our men poinl to im-
proved equipment as the ma-
for change in firefighting dur-
ing their time on the force,

‘Equipment today is much

mare saphisticated than what
we had then,”” Mr. Mason said,
listing such ilems as resuscita-
lors, Scott air packs, hydraulic
saws for cutling people out of
cars and buildings, and twao-
wiy rodios among the newer
changes

“We used 1o have o rely on
our axe for almest everything
in the old days.” Mr. Tennant
pointed o,

Me. Mason also recalled that
in the beginming, they all rode
{e Mires out tn 1the open, even
when il wos 30 below zero, Now
they have the van and can
travel in comforl.

The two-way radio is Mr.
Otterbein’s foavorile addition
and he recalled what it was
like in the old davs sitling
beside a creek all nighl man-
mng a pump during a fice when
they ¢auldn't even get a
change of mitts or a hot
coffe,

ALL NEEDED

“We couldn'l even send
somenne with a message, Ev-
eryone was needed atl the
{ire,” he said. Y The radio is a
greal help.”™

mwone of the four men have
ever been serinusly injured at
a hire; Mr. Yan Fleel claimed
his mnst seriaus njury with
the departmoent curred in
September, 194 «hen the Ac-
ton fall fair direclors were
looking for volunteers for o
game of donkey baseball. He

"got tossed off “the meanest

donkey' he ever camne across,
he poked.

One of the high points of
their memories cenlres around
mutual aid between neighbor-
ing departments. Mr. Mason
recilled a mutual nid call te
Burlington which turned out to
be simply a test of lheir
aleriness in answering calls.
Acton had already arrived at
the designated place and had
their hoses in ection by the

time the Georgelown grew
srrived, he boasled.

When the men first jnined
the department they had 1o
roise most of the money they
received for their year's ser-
vice. Painls were nwarded for

Fleet, 3am Tennent aod Dosg Mason. Amoog them, the four men have

fires, practices and meetings
and the total sum was then
divided among the men ac-
cording to how many peinis

ihey had earned through Hl:e

year,
“'Since everyone will furn up

-
-
[

for a fire, you enly gol one
point for that,” My. Van Floot
explains. “'Bul praclices and
miclings are necessary, loo,
s0 we carn iwe poinls for
attending them.”

The system is still in use,
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accumulaled 110 years of (irefightlog ex
resigned Monday evening,

although the vatue of a paint
may have risen considerably
since the days when Aclon
council made a large contribu-
fion lo the department if il
received $500 o year.

To supplement 1his. the fire-

men held o dance each vear
and sald tickets doar-to-door.
The whole town got involved
and even yet the odd resident
slops one of the men ta inquire
why they haven't been around

Contlnued on page 15

perience with the Acton lorce, They

(Herald pholo)




