Letter from the Editor

How to dismantle
a hydro tower

Eocal television watchers who were not distracted by tast
Wednesday mght™s Leafs-3slanders game and the tandein
tomedy  repeats of  Seeond  City-Saturday  Night  Live
|:rnh.';t:]:.- apted  for  the made-for-TV  movie  entitled

COHMS”, which paraileled the plipht of some Hatton Hills
landowners m Irying 1o bk Onlario Hydro's super-
corrilor

[ve bevn casllimg the S,o00-volt line through Esquesing a
super-enrradar, but the transmission hine lanned o the TY
v witle! carry twice the voltage  had 1 aot been
suceessfully bloeked by affected lndowners, most of whamn
wire [arimers,

While: “OHMSE™ « whueh was the mame of the movie's
Ustop-the-line™ organizalon - turoed out in the final analysais
te b just another  sensaliomidized,  rapidlv-produeced
pscudo-lick for devatees of the boob lube and Ralph
Waite of the Waltons, ot DID aceurately degnet the kind of
setfinents which led affected farimers 1o decide they would
pppose the corrwdor, as well as covering the clandestine
pliiming procedure through which Hydro - or in this case
The Power Company of some mad-West American state -
sefected o roule Logely  bevond  the knowledge  or
ceraperabion of the residents involved.

Also riging bells woere courtroons seenes in which OHMS
ltarney camplained thit the hine opponents “keep hitting
thie same wall™

NORFEALITY

Heyornd these Tew facts, the movie was a total depariure
freim any sense of reality

Whiie T harbor no partictlar fondness for Ontario Hydro's
chiefs ol slaff and the many underlings they hm o parrot
Haar bureaveratic puany, the emplovees of “OHMS’
Hiwer Company were seen theough very bused eves as
imdividually ohnoxious, unemotional gongsters with whom
he viesers coulil not possibly sympathize, even when they
trodted ol The fine old crown corpoarition lines like s for
the wowml o the natios’

The movie's producers apphed much of the same artistic

Jeerhihiv ins

Then, o lurther sensatbonalize seript that would have
etherwise e bogged down wiath Jegdl wrangles and
seseareh sequences, the producers staged a full scale brawl
Pretwaen O1IMS demonstralors and truckers hired to haugl
erasel o the ey sites,

Thee capguer. ol cowrse, was o successfully.executed
sehetene by CHIMS 1o actually dismantle one of the
fourstares hydvo towers standing, oot vet sirung. in
sottwnnes hack forly Despate the close seratiny of somne
state pohice, these fiurmers and country bovs took the whale
Ceredior set T apart, Banled o 20 miles along back roads-and
reassembledat on the front lawn of e povernor's mansion
ready for lus areiviel Trom the state legislalure the next
UERE R TILT &

The overnor was funious, summoming one of the OHMS
besurders OWantet 1o the mansion lo dress bim down verbally,
then ask with a grn, “How'd vou do 17

M FASY

That™s it - il was so vasyv:  the governor bowed 1o the
VNS, The landowners gat their way and the Power
Covngany pmeuneed that, after further consideration, the
roule origimally chosen hadd heen deemed inadequate,

Thus, what started out a promising fictionalization of a
situadon so clise o home ended as o frite, emply atiempt o
voterbimiment which provided none of the social or political
commentary wlhich may bave redeemed it

Thie only vadue to Halton Hills landowners concerned
about the corridur, then, was the apparent fact that
problems created by theexpropriation of private land for
Cpublie™ needs are now sooextensive that they maoke
redsimabily anleresting sergl fodder for television’s movie-
aakers

Besomd Hus, 1 don’t think anyvene would seriously advise
lerwith corridor- opponemts to lake their wrenches  and
spanners te one of the towers and hauol it down lo Queen’s
Park. Make a hell of a sfory for The Herold, though, so if life
is toimilate art in this case, lel us know in time to load up the

LPaul Dorsey
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Forgotten rights of the child:

abuses and travesties continue

By

GERIY LANDSBOROUGH

Whind, deaf and retarded
the legacy of a [alher who
coulidn't cope. The little girl in
fuestion was almaost choked to
death because she was crying
anel interfering with her fath-
er's concentration as he was
arranging his bubble-gom
card collection,

Each day with grenter fre-
quUency, W are gFiven accounts
of the unbelievably cruel treat-
moent inflicted upon childeen
" and bahies.

One of the most recenl was
an American case that happen-
ed this Christmas Eve, Tho
mas Saad, 2%, beat his three
month pld stepson so viciously
that both arms were broken
along with several ribs, ond
massive head injuries were
sustained. The plug was pulled
on the boy's life-support ma-
chine .this past week afller
doclors agreed that “the
brain'' of the child was elini-
cally dead. The stepfather has
been charged with second-de-
gree murder.

As the pressures of our
sociely become greater, mare
and mare people Inse contro)
and run amuck. And always it
i5 those who can least defend
themselves, the true innocents
of the world - “'lhe children” -
who pay such a horrendous
price.

JUST CHATTEL

Because sociely has changed
sodramatically during the lnst
decade, we can nn  longer
afford 1o place children in the
hands of their parents as so
much chattel. Children are

“looked upon as individuals
who, because they are small,
have no rghls whatsoever, It
is lime for society 1o recognize
that the years of early child-
hood should be given status,
wilh cerlain inatienable rights
which are thelrs from  the
mement of birth.

Here in Canada, children are
the property of their parents;
an aduit male can suffer stron-
ger legal reprisals for kicking
his dog than for kicking his
child. The general consensus
ix, “it's *my’ kid, I'll bring it up
‘my’ way, so butt out."”

Another point worth men-
tioning is that the *'me” gen-
eration looked on children os
samething toa be tolerated, a-
borted, or abused. The family
stale was certainly not lovked
upont with pride or desireabil
ity. Apartments shouted - 'no
pets or children’. Stores posted
signa: ‘No children unaccom-
panled by parents’,

Moneyed people can throw
their welght around and order
that people with noisy children
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be removed from theie favorite
dining lounge. Newspaper play
up the juvenile deliquent scene
and communities go on nothing
short of a witch hunt with cries
of oulrage that amount Lo
natlange short of *“get the child-
ren”. After all, we all know
that kuds are disrespectiul,
slovenly, drug-using, no-ac-
counts, don’t we?

Children have been pushed
around by seciety 't they Jook
at us wilh hoslility and we look
bitck in turn with nothing short
ol the same,

LOSE CONTHOL,

Is it no wander,

when people lose control, it is

the children against whom
they lash oul?

Each day, hospitals receive
the broken bones, the inflicied
burns, the bruised and batter-
e remnants of someonc's
child; there are so many that,
after awhile, eyves and hearts
harden o what becomes just
another everyday happening,

We must put an end to child
ahuse, both physical and men-
tal. Children are the future of
our country, of nur race, of our
hopes and our dreams. Child-
ren are” the future, for with-
out them, life stops here, end-
ing with the present genera-
tinn

Twenly years ago, the “‘baby
licence'” was a joke. Today, i
becomes o must for the future;
Do a bubble gum card collec-
tion and the responstbility of
parenthoed go hand in hand?
In today's world, desire alone
|s not enough criteria for par-
enthood. What of financial re-
spunsibilily, and emaotional
malurity? What about some
kKindof indication of awareness
of whal parenthood is all

then, that

fboul?

Because of the kind of soc-
ity we bave created, desire
Tor a child is just not enough. A
case in poinl is Lhe slory of
Deborah Ellis: lhree of her
chiliiren died under unusual
circumstances. At the inquest
intnthe death of one-month old
Vicky Ellis, who dicd of dehy-
dration, it-was recommended
thal Mrs. Elis and her hus-
band should underge long-
lerm  psychiatric ireatment,

l.ast week, a month-old baby
girl was seized by Children's
Ajd from Mrs. Ellis, who thus
iar, denies the baby 1s hers,

Following the Inquest in
July, 1977, Mrs. Ellis told o
reporter, "Noone can slpp me
from having children - not the
judge, or the coroner or the
Children's Aid Seciely. I'm
going o hive another child,
and just lel anyone Lry lo stop
me."

stratlon?

Well why not
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Il is obvious that the desire
to have children is there, but
unfortunately the responsibil-
ity that comes with parenthood
is nol. Mrs. Ellis' other babies
tied from a type of neglect
Mrs. Ellis does nol under-
stand. It is unfair and morally
wrong lo burden sueh a mother
with the possibility of fulure
pregnancies and it is wrong to
allow o child to be barn Into
such a lacking home.

DIED OF NEGLECT

Seciely (lhat's you and me)
has o re-examine how we look
al children. We must begin to
Icok upon them as people -
small peaple bul nevertheless
people, with certain malien-
able rights.

We cannot allow such cruel
slaughler to continue. The
times have changed. We must
change. Our laws must
change.

We must put an end to this
heart-breaking slaughter of
the innocents.

Beautiful Gifts
Just For You!

Did youv ever have a Tupperware.
Jewellery, or Plaque home demon-

Beautiful

Pine

Furniture

furniture finished in any color
to match your decor

SUPERIOR
FURNITURE

SALES

666 Woolwich St.
Comer of Woolwich & Speedvale '

GUELPH

9:30 - 5:30 p.m,
¥:30 - 9:00p.m,
9:30 - 5:00 p.m.

WE'RE IN ROOT PLAZA

1-519-824-4590

See Our Relinishing Outlet at 28
Hayes Ave., Guelph or phone 1-51%-

2
Mon. to Thurs
Satarday
W“;;éh For Our Sale that's Comm

THE HERALD, Wednesday, January

, 1960 - Page 3

Local campaign raised
1$1.938 for UNICEF

By HLHnnd
PHYLLIS LIVINGSTUNE
Last year being the “Year of

the Child"”, we, as cochairmen
of UNICEF in Georgetown. are
proud 1o tell you that the
schunls, churches and organi-
zations involved in this pro-
gram collecied $1.937.97. This
money ratsed by the cilizens of
Georgetown will help UNICEF
in carry aul fulure plans.

As you can well imagine, a
great many pennies were
counled and wrapped, but
thanks (o Curwosd Packaging
ol Armstrong Avenue we were
able 1o minimize the job
through the loan of o sorting

and counting machine, with a

verifier, We are very graleful
1o them as 11 saved us many
hours aof work.

We are also grateful 10 ALL
the vrganizations for their co-
operation: we found 11 a very

rewarding experience. We -

musi, as well, offer our sincere
thanks and appreciatien lo the
slaff of the Canadian Bank of
Commerce, i the Georgelown
Market, for their prompl assis-
tanee and understanding - all
concerned were so helplul.
Lasl, but by no means least,
we wish to say o big ‘thank
yiou’ to the buys and girls who
wenl put wilh their UNICEF

JANUARY

baxes collecting for other chil-
dren who are less fortunate
than themselves, for without
the help of these chidlren the
campaign would not have been
i SUCCEess,

Here are a few of the many
projects carried out by
LNICEF las! year:

GUATEMALA - providing

sale water supplies and sanita-
hion for 160 rural communities

PERU - expanded exisling
programmes to bepeflit 80,000
families in health, nutrition,
sanitation and educalion:

LIBERIA - provide paper
stocks for 70.00¢ primary
schoo! books,

RBOTSWANA - building 1wn
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model day-care centres, fur-
nighing equipmen! for both
new and ﬂislinﬁ centres, and
providing a child-care special-
ist to supervise the new pro-
gramme.

May we take this opportun-
ity of wishing cach and every-
one of you a joyous and heaithy
new year.
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