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By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff wriler

After seven years of organiz-
ing Santa's helpers lor Goeurgle-
town's needy  fammilles, one
might be expecled to get i bit
jaded.

Nol sa, says Roma Timpson,
the woman in charge of the
Georgetown Good Neighbor
Service again s year.

“One of my former ishe
underlines that word wilth 2
grin) friends asked me if 1°d
pay the bills and order the food
for the hampers,” Mrs, Timp-
sun told the Herald explaining
her introduction to the annual
service. It didn’t sound o
bad, 50 I said yes.”

The lale Walter Gray co-or-
dinated the service for many
years with help from various
people, including Mrs. Tamp-
son's [riend, and whea be gave
il up beeause of heallth prob-
lems in 1991, Mrs. Timpson
took over.

Al that time, il was called
Georgetown Christimas  Wel-
fare, and one of Brs. Tianps-
on's first changes was lo give
the program a ncw name.

some of the people recenving
Christmas hampers weren'l on
wellure, so she wanted to drop

that eonpection entirely and,

the project became kmawn as
the Good Neighbor Service,

Srs. Timpson says when she
first began looking aflter the
projeet, she tricd to organize
mueclingts with all the clubs
invelved in il 1o gel their weas
on what should be done. Half
the people didi'l show up,
howeser. so she gave up and
now runs things as she sees
best, It is truly a eommunity
project, she  stresses, sinee
doctors, lawvers, church
groups, all the service clubs
and even the town pitch in
either with financial contribue
tions or with time and helping
faneds 1o see that hampers are
available for the newdy.

LIST OF NAMES

Mrs. Timpson gets a list of
names from two different sour-
ces a5 well as picking  up
evcisiivnal names from minis-
lers o others who Know of a
needy individual or family.
Separaie lists are kept for
familivs and individaals and

oy m g r—

Students from Georgetown Distrlct

Olflcer Raj Swamlnathin and Constable Bill Phipps with the ¢

Georgetown area schools for the annual G

e e L

stnall gifls are sent aswellas o
hampr of Tood when deliver:
ies are made,

Hampers conlain o lurkey,
pulatoes, apples or other fresh
frum, vegtetables, tes or coflee,
stufluy:, cercal, dessert and
powdered milk Mrs Tonpson
explains. Although she buys
cerlain items at The last snin-
ute, o preat deal of the canngd
ems eome e through while
gilt collections in the churches
antd schools.

Sincer the service doesnl
usually get a homee until the
week before Chrisimas, much
ol what is colleeted winds up
slnred lemporarily in church
basements, or Mes, Tonpsan's
awn hasement. She looks {or a
vacant store or sitnilar space
within walking distanee of her
Melntvre Crescent home b

cause she doesn't drive, Sofar,

the project has had several
homes but the company or
indhvidual owning the space
has alwavs loaned it to Lhe
service free as their contribue
tion to Lhe project.

Mrs, Timpson believes i
shopping locally for the items

i

==

High School assisted Halton Reglonnd Police Salely
ollection of ilems gathered by
oodd Nelphbor drive, Shown here hoisting baxes of liems

collecien oy tie swuuents ot the high schee! are Andrew Shentan, Matt Flnucan, Glenn Schweyer,
Eric Elsan, Rob Harndng, Dave Grifliths and Davld Eddy, Conslable Swaminathln expressed his

appreciation to Milton's Gallin

The Way We Were, part 4

1“Teacher’ Moore

JAL MUORE

der Motors, which supplicd the vun used for the plek-ups.

{1lerald pholo}

oD mmest buy so ol whatever
money  the service  cullects
FeTiIny 11 luwn

1 even have to buy the
hamper the foad s delivered
i she savs, “When Smith
antt Stope had ther plasie
oband here, they used to donale
laundry baskets, O course,
sinee thal's gone, 1 have Lo buy
them. ¥ like to pack everything
i oo laundry basket, It gives
b woman of Lhe house somee-
thing she can use aller the
conlents are gone.””

SCHOOLS HELP

Even Lhe senools et into the
act and the Halten Regional
Frolice visit cach school in the
ared just belore Chostnas (o
pick up items the chiltiren
have collected [or the needy.
They pick up a good guantity of
canned  poods, soups, cake
mixes, jelly powders, canned
fizh and all kinds of food, she
Sy,

Tovs and small gifls for the

cehildren o the list are donated

by imdividuads and given any
ipuch-ups  necessary by the
Kinneties cluh, MeDonald's
has o box in place (rom carly
in December waere these -
ems can be dropped off, bul
people continue o drop things
ofl even after the desdline, so
Mrs, Timpson finds  hersell
sloring 4 box fer next year
after vach Chrisunas. She
takes its contents 1o the Kin-
eltes and they return the toys
wrapped and labelled for de-
Jivery alung with the food
hanpers. The Bolary club de-
livers Ui hampers lor her
annaliy,

Mrs, Tunpson says that she
hits had of fers of help to set up
the bampers from  various
groups but she dislikes taking
an evemip to do il at such o
busy season. She finds she can
gel personal friends who will
help ber through the day and
she even has voungslers who
hedp with the sorting. She is
careful never lo let the young
people near the hampers ance
a mnne has been attiched to
them, ” however, because it
might be someane the youngs-
er knows,

SNOTEFAIR

"It might he going to o
family whose child sils at the
next desk in school,'" she says,
“but tus one knew they were in

need of help, Tt wsan’ fair e
vypeel a0 youngsler to keep
stch o thing quiet. They don’l
understand i1 o 1 just make
sure ey aren’t put in that
parsition.”

Mrs, Timpson s also e
author of Legion Lines coluimnn
carried weekly in the Herald,
She jukes about how much she
enjovs talking ta people and
says thiy makes wrinng very
vasy for her.

She goned the Cinadian Wo-

men's  Army  Corps  during
World War 11 and wound up
attached 1o Ordnance Corps in
Aurvra, putting heel and tog
pates on boots, At the end of
lhe wiar she considered stard-
iyt uge i shioe repaie shop ool her
own, then decided apaanst al
and went back to her ariginal
jubr with Simpson’s.

Mrs. Timpson and ber hus-
band, Jake, moved ta George-
tosent (romn Torante 22 vears
ago and their three children,
now aeed 17 to 21, have grown
up here. Mre. Timpson works
for the minisiry of heallh.

Mrs. Timpson  joined  the
Royal Canadian  Legion,
Branch 120 Womoen's Auxiliary
i 1964 because her busband is
alse a Leginnnaire. Five years
later, she joincd the legion
herself and it was during her
first term on Lhe executive that

she began writing the colunn,

A lot ol peaple call Lo tell
moe what all the differenl com-
miliees are doing,'” she says,
“Without them, I couldn’t doit,
[ iry 10 make it as interesting
as pussible so that even those
who aren’l eligible ta jnin Lhe
Lagion wish they could belong.
t theroughly enjoy the Loegion
myself, otherwise | wouldn’|
give il so much lime as a
volunleer,™

Mes. Timpsan is ene of those
people who finds plenty of
wivs to [il! her spare hours.

BUSY TIME

“I could do with 14 mighis
and seven days to every
week,” she savs, "'Maybe then
] could get around to do ol the
things I'd like 1o do.”

she plays darts and bowls
wilh the Legion Ladies™ Auxi-
liary. She look erocheting and
guilting courses through night
classes. She also enjoys kmitt.
ing, latchet rug booking, play-
ing the piane for her own

‘Fix those Norval potholes before someone breaks

spring. axle or Seventh Commandment’ - editorial

By RICITARD E. RUGGLE

PART FOUIL: Cominy Into the
new contury.,

As we noted Jast week, RD,
Warren. wenl  from  George-
lown Lo Toeronte, arpund the
firsl decade nf this century, to
manage the Slandargd publish-
ing company there, For some
titne ulter his move, he em-
ployed  Joseph  Malheswun
soare (1872-19391, unlil Moore

ceventually was able lo buy the

husiness.

Like Warren, dMopure was o
nalive of Aclun, though his
(ather, Thomas T. hMoore, had
been born in Coonly Tyrone,
Ireland. Thomas was known as
“Teacher Moore™ and, for oy
or 25 years, was principal of
the Acton Public School.

In the home he Buill there at
the corner of Mill and Young
Streets, the conversation mest
oflen have turped to lpeal
politics, for Teacher Moore

wias also municipal clerk and
treasurer for many years. The
interest his son imbibed in the
subject would not just be that
of an on-looking reporter, for
J.M. Moore himsell would lat-
er serve as reeve of George-
[T

sarenls usually Iry 1o im-
press on iheir children the
need (or education, and when
young Joe lefl schoal at aboul
age 12, il was much against

Teacher Moure's wishes. Jo-
seph became a printer's devil,
serving his apprenticeship un-
dee H.P. Moore ( no relation),
who was editor and publisher
- of the Acton Free Press, 1878
1927.
Then he worked for papers in
Balten, Hanaver and Guelph,
before coming in 1891 to
Georpetown, to work [or War-
ren ot Lhe Herald. At first, he
was foreman in the shop: he
would always remaln primar-
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Hotmp Tlmpson tright) and Hetly Sa
collected by students in Georgelown ored
distributes the denated ems {o the needy for Christmas.

orpanization sioce 1371,

eatertainment, swimming and
reading,

She has also been habysiit-
ingt for mothers who curl al the
Morll Haltnn Goll and Country
Club for about 12 years. She
has from one 1o eight children
for hall o day and the club pays
her salary.

Although shie is earning a bit
of money babysitting, Mrs,
Timpson has no greal desire o
o to work [ull-lime.

“When my oldest son wias
litt}e, he tolidl me he didn’l want
me to go 1o work,” she says.
“He said he wanted me to be
here when he came home, 1

ndifer are shown here sorilng out some of the food

. schouls for the Good Neighbor Service, which
Mrs. Timpson has been running the

{jlerald phota)

worl of regret it now, but 1 told
Tim 1'd quil looking for a job
when [wos 60, That gives me a
few yeurs vet Lo look.™ .

Mrs. Timpson says she
walks about three miles a doy,
She usually goes alone because
she hasn't the wind to walk and
talk loo, she jokes,

A history 'of the Herald
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doubled as town’s treasurer

ilv a printer, even alfler he
purchasced the paper.
’ . ; Moore rarcly editorialized,
B o e N 5 3 1o Y A : : N o A though he would occasionnlly
@-'-'"-r.-.'...-.l_"‘f'.f'%"”‘-‘,"‘*"’.""f 3 A e G e e e RS R suppgest what he thought
: h*"';“--h-"-":'-.'-;.iT".' o Jo gl - YT Ll , should be done. In 1917, he
: : . . - "o - commented that the heles on
the Norval road needed gravel,
“hefore someonce hreaks a
spring, an axle, or the Seventh
Commandment.”
MINOR CHANGES
There were some minor
changes in advertising policy;
in 1917 the same year lhat
Warren beeame publication
manager for the paper repre-
senting the temperance tnler-
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Georgelown hosted the anmusl drummers’ snack festivities for a number of years In the early part of the century.

cst in the country ithe Pio-
neer ), the Herald was carrying
an advertisement for “Belis
cious ! Appetizing! Invigorat-
ing! White Label Ale”

The edilor avoided bringing
embarassment on peuple, and
if snmeone in the village was in
trouble, they were nol men:
lioned by name; and suicides
were reported simply as
deaths.

The newspaper office was
upstairs in the Herald build-
ing, with a big press at the
back (1ype was set by hand),
and a culting machine used for
tickels and sales ads. Around
the time of the first world war,
fire gulled the building, plung-
ing the press right through to
the basement. '

When the bullding was. re-
paired, the heavy machinery
was no longer kep! Upstairs

Cot. Ballentine's car at the Georgetown frirgrounds after World War I during J. M. Moore's

tenure as Hecald owner,

and a barber shop on the main
flonr was converted inte lhe
Herald office. On the nighl of
the fire, Moore had been visit-
ing in Acton, and when he
returned in his Overland tour-
ingt car, his daughter rememb-
vry, be<drove by the olfice, ond
thought that Lhings looked all
righl.

By morning, the damaye
was done. Back files of the
newspaper were consumed by
Lhwe fire.

The lirst of the series of
surviving copies, [rom 1917

and 1918, show how very in- -

volved in the Great War this
tiny Ontaria community was,
Reports lold of soldiers from

the area convalscing in hospit-
al, or moere tragicaily. of their
being killed in action. Instruc-
tigns were given about how te
send Chrislmas parcels Lo po-
soners of war.
INDUSTRIES BUSY

For those who did not {ee]
they should go overseas, the
fairness of Exemption Tribun-
als was advertised. The home
industries were kepl busy sup-
nlying the needs of the [ront,
and the Glen woollen mills
were working overtime pro-
ducing blankets for the Ameri-
con army. Even lvestock was
liable 10 be called up, and the
British Commision was tour-
ing the country, seeking to bu

horses (15 to 16 hands, of any
“salor’ except light gray,
white or light buckskin) to
serve in Lthe Horse Artillery,

In the midst of such global
upscls, there were some local
characteristics which remain-
ed constant. Taxpayers are
always suspicious of the gran-
diese schemes of their elected
representatlves, and it was
noted that the previous year, §
they had oppesed plans to lay |
pavement on Main Street. '

Refercnces: -
John McDonald, Halton Sket- |
ches, Conversalion with Mrs, 3
Douglas :
The Herald, 1917-1918.




