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oing for broke

While we question the use of
the much-quoted term ‘‘block-
buster’ to describe the shiny, new
strategy unveiled by the Interested
Citizens Group {1CG) last week at
Queen's Park, the very scope of the
group’s new assault does indeed
pack a punch.

The setting was fitting encugh
jor announcing a greatly-expanded
attack on the powerful (no pun
intended) crown corporation: the
media studie usually reserved flor
Premier Bill Davis and his vocal
opponents instead became a
launching pad for an assault on one
of Davis' [avorite charities, and the
media was suitably impressed, -

The story made page one of the
Toronto Star, for example, and
though the Great Hydro Corridor
Battle was barely mentioned, the
implications of the ICG's ac-
cusalions have no doubt raised
many fears among Hydro's top
brass, who would otherwise shrug
off public criticism of the Bruce to
Milton hydre line,

As Toronto media fully
acknowledged, the ICG together
with the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture and Energy Probe

have come up with an astounding
array of charges which go far
heyend anything the ICG has even
implied publically during its seven
-years' war against the 500,000-volt
super-corridor,

Brought into
‘formation relcased at the press
conference it is Hydra's very right

SO 18

Further to our comments on
the ICG press conference, we'd like
lo extend our congratulations and
thanks to Halton-Burlington MPP
Julian Reed, absent from the
conference physically, but cer-
1ainly present in spint.

*  Reportedly forced fo abstain
due to illness, Mr. Reed never-
theless forwarded a statement of
support for the ICG’s cause which
svas read to reporters and
generally indicated the sentiments
‘of the Ontario Liberal Eﬂt‘t}’. -

. Halton Hills should be proud to
e represented by an MPP who
started out defending his neigh-
Yors' rights over a proposed school
selosure and has ended up at least
once a week in province-wide
‘headlines as Liberal energy critic,
* To hold such an Opposition
.party post during a lime when the
;energy crisis is rising daily to new
‘flood level heights must be - an
\awesome task, but Mr. Reed has
‘demonstraled his competence at
‘the job time and time again. He

Looking back
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to export pawer to the U.S., a basic
but usually limited part of s
mandate {rom the people of On-
tario.

What really raised eyebrows
amoeng the big-city reparters was
the charge that American con-
sumers are paying less for power
produced right here in Ontario. The
1CG has been saying as much for
years, bul apparently lacked
sufficien: evidence to give the
charge any credibility.

What s permlps of more in-
terest here in Halton Hills, par-
ticularly among our unforiunate
Iifth Concession neighbors, is that
the controversial trapsmission line
cutting across their properties is
actually needed more to aid and
abet this disgusting example of
corporate game-playing.

We fecl the 1CG's charges and
the evidence offered in support of
them speak for themselves, we
helieve a National Encrgy Board
inquiry into the charges will bear
them out: and we believe it's IUHE
Fast due time to take Hydro to tas

or its empire-building and deal-
making.

Clearly, the travesty inherent
in faulty planning and suspicious
negotintions over the Bruce to
Milton corridor is only one small
facet of the Ontario Hydro's
“orime”’. Before we all go broke
keeping the Americans warm or
fending off the hydro towers, let’s
ensure that justice is done in the
taxpayer's name.

u]i
does his homework and takes full
advantage of the many op-
rtunities afforded by Premier
Yavis to altack the government's
encrpy policies and practices.
With his theatrical experience
no doubt still tending itself well to
his lepislative career, Br. Reed
has risen himsell to new heights of
offectiveness. It was the initial
<hock-wave he and several of his
Norval neighbors crealed among
local school board officials over the

closure of the village's small school
which singled Mr. Reed out in the

eyes of Liberal supporiers, then

searching for a new champion in
Halton niding.

Julian Reed is still creating
those shock-waves, nearly a
decade later, but now they're much
more sizeable and infinitely more
important.

We wish him much luck in his
politicul ventures and causes; and

may he remain a thorn in Bill

Davis' side until the day Bill Davis
returns to private citizenship.

A decade of Davis

BY DON O'HEARN
Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald
Goad Lard. It's not only the end of the

- “year but of a decade. It has gone very

» quick]y.

‘" Ten years ago at this ikme we were
+ yriting of the advent of an economic era.
« [here was obvious trouble ahead. Aute-
. mation and the {lood of women (nio the
‘work force had the employment market
. severely disjointed, the Third World was
“ohviously coming on sirong as a globa
. compeliter nnd production costs led by big
' wage bites by labor were getting frighten-
- Ing.
: Tﬁ'ﬂ slarted an economie era alf right
“and then when OPEC came along in 1973

*wilh the ol price jucrease we were mired

.in it. And the balance of the 10 years has
‘beer. a peried perhaps more pleasant Lo
-forgel than remember,

3 BITTER PUBLIC

* It was a period in which the history
‘hooks will find new heros. By any
-fpir-minded measure Pierre Trudeau
' was our outstanding public ligure, bul if
 hslure geserations hear about Trudeau at
s all it will most probably be of his {ailure o3

w politician.

> Certainly there are no figures in Ontario
wwhao witl rate ony place of imporiance in

“tho future. Infact at the end of his decade

We are In the very remorkable position
“that on Jooking back there isn't one single

achievement that slands oul, even any-

iicantly worse or beiler than over the
years in 1he past. lul the public acquired

o demanding gimension that was oew.

In e time of major problems it wanted
answers and quick answers. The fact was
there weren't answers. We were at one of
those times in history of great change
whet sociely can't be much sleered bt
govs ahead on ils own in the flux of
pyolution. The public o its frustration
became irate or disillusioned aod the
paliticians tended to cower,

The mosl siguificant incident, in this
light, lo me probably was an occasion
when 1 happened to get Premive Davis
and Treasurer Darey McKeough together
amd § asked them “When are you guys
gotng 1o do something about producl-
ivity?"

The reaclivn was starlling,  Darey
actually tnoked over his shoulder 1o sec if
anyone wos  listening  and both  men
quickly shushed me up wilh the treasurer
saying almost fiercely "1t is'L he titne™

Of course il was time to do something
about productivity. But it wasn'l the time
when public would accept doing some-
thing aboul il. Any effort to unprove
performance “would have meanl somc
disturbance of the slatus quo and the
public wasn't ready to accepl disturbance.
Al least nat in the politicians’ sensing ol il.

Sothe real fipure-head of the seventies -
whether hera or villian - became "Joe
Public” if you hke.

DAVIS ROLE
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Telling differences between
Clark’s, Diefenbaker’s defeats

{ By Stewart
MacLeod

{itawa Blurcau
of The Herald
The final few hours preceding the
defent of Joe Clark's govermumuent werg
wilike  any  previous  huildup oo @
eomfidence erisis in Pacliament. It was
certainly a far ery from the 1963 vole thial
broughl  down  the fefenbakor
oy erinent.

Thet 1963 a0te is diflicult o forget: D
was s mevitable, se deliberate, s
intense. The Diclenbaker goveranment was
i o state of disinlegration, e Litweral
apposition was, o the last  incdividual,
absolutely dedicated s 1he prospeel af
cleetion.  The Tory MPs  desperalely
wanted 1o aveid the defeat, and sad so,
here were nol phoney smiles, The byelindd
e seenes nepolialions witle the: power-
Babme g Soctal Credit MES were intense.

Il was s casy to (nllow, so predicl-
able. A toctering povermunent, slisunited,
tired and brittle, was making a last-gasp
effart 1o hold on Lo power, dislodge o, You
kuew where everyone stomd s you
widched (e drama unfold loward s

chinns

Lat e defeat of the Ulark govern-
avent Yeed pone af his stark simplicity, T
was i sovt of fully television prodaction,
willy the huge  parliomentary cast on
spparent confusion, gushing oul contra-
dictory stiements, while always blaming
the cnemy for an clection they eladimed,
unconvineingly,  they  welcomed. You
cottldn U el g grap ane any thimd,

TV SHOW

o seemed that he MEs Iiud ecome
cludin prisoners of au event that had
simply ot out-of-hand, Privately, they all
appeared (o have the view that somehow
the non-conflidence motion  wanldn’t
carry; tial an cleetion would be nverled.
shalt as veleran Tory Jed Daldwin put
i, 1 don't have any adea how this can
happet.”

“Ceoed, T hoper we can et ol if this
s, said auother Tory MEP, who, o Tew
minutes  Later was lelling listeners he
eomrltl hardly wail for the cimpaigi.

“Phe Orits can aceept  the  Joll
respunsibility fur Hhis election,”  said
IFinatice Minister John Croshic.

“Thyy played politics and we eadied
Pyeir BDlufl,”™ said Mareed Prudiomme, a
Liberal 8P, He thought the Canadian
people would tike out their weath on tlie
Tories, 1 -

Hoeward Graflley, o Quebee Tory, was
shouting that the Liberals were conbribul-
it 1o Uhe separalist cause by Toreing this
eleelion

HAPPY FACES

Television camerss were everywhere

around e Copumoens entrance, and ane

hw nne, MEPs praded in from af them 1o
affer their confliching views, ‘Thore wore
crormeous eflorls o appear happy. Bual
deep down, most weren’t hagpy.

sWhat do you mean by Clane-duck
eader?” " asked Jobn Monroe, when
soqneone  asked him aboul  DPierre
Tradeat's leadership, < Some lame dock,”
he replicd, trying o convey the
pnpresstun he could  hardly watil  to
campaign besnle his Jeader.

“Has anyoue talked 1o the Creditiste
e e Jast hour?' asked oue Tory.

cPon’t Grink @ another
replhicd

i BRTTTTT T

‘Thal aside, he smiled for the benefit of
cameras and eheerfully predicted That his
parly, if forced into an clection. wodld win
o comfartable mnjonity.

= i've never been so confused,” smd
veleran teporter, 3 haven'l the fainlest
idest how the public will feael to this - nol
the famtest wdea.” A mdful of MlPs,
Starim i confusing, apreed,

That's what il was ke that night in
Parlainent: no oue seemed 1o koo what
was Bappening. But the television show, in
Blazing color, hoad to ge on, The casl had to
b up” (or Uns we.

‘Then catne the vole, The governiment
was defeated, The TV hphts flicked off,
amd MPs were lelt alone 1o ponier a
- winter comgsnin.

An ME who shall remain nameless,
but wia lad been bouncitg in frond of Uhe
TV comeras hke a fipht promoler, now
was sipping coffee in o ooroer. "1 ddon't
sk 1 ean run apain,” be sad.

Tory

NDPer’s Timber Act changes

{jueen’s Park iureau
ol The Herald

MPP  Elic Martel (ND§-Sudbury
Basi) higs dreamed up the neatest ploy so
far  Uhis  session [0 embarcass the
Conservilives by iotroducing a sub-
amendment Lo the Grown Timber
Amendment Act.

Whal he used was a phrase indicaling
thal foresiry companies will have Lo plant
two Lrees [ur every one cut amd regenerale
every acre harvested.

I just so happens that those are
ety the words Premier Bill Pavis
ultered in lns 1957 eleclion campaign
promise aboul reforestation in whal is
known as the Bramplon Charter,

Promisiap Iwn trees far one sevmed
silly 110 100 al any rale) at the ume, but
ctivires  wtalists and the polilical
OPPOSily s WECY up in arms then about the
government's reforeslation failures.

furgolten.” MPEP Alberl Boy (L-Oltawa
foasty =ail muocently.

pMartel agreed. "Yes, just an over-
sipht. ‘Fhat's what 1 [ell, You can call this
the Bartel-Davis amendmenl.”

seatural Resources Minister James
Auld, une of the best verbal stickhandlers
on the Tory defence, found  himself
irapped away down ice with nowhere 10
jun.

He offered e lane explanation that
PDavis' words in the Brampton Charter

were “really & svmbolic stalement thal -

indicated a major efforl was going to be
mude repenurating the Crowu forest.”
ONE FOR ONE

And on the surface at least the Crown
Titmber Amendment Acl affers hope that
future limber paticy will be n decided
improvement over te slip-shod approach
of the past.

An old rule of thumb in logging is that
one-third of the area cut regenerates
naturaliv, another third is plauted, and
the fust third abandoned.

That's why most crilics of govern-
inent policy would be happy just o see onle
tree planted for each cut, never mind two.

Slill. the new Act does cover land
where regeneration was nol satisfactory
in the past.

ON BLSINESS

i1z basic 1hrust is Lo pul responsibilily
for regeneration back where it belongs, un
the pulp and paper ciinpanics, while

chop away at Tory foundaiion

As mdght e expected, povernment
didn’tl  do  any belter job  than  lhe
companivs in the yoars since then, Now it
1 the corporate lurn agiin,

Marlel had  fon with  his  suly
amendiment, bul underneath all the juking
e grraed ot her eritios bave i very legitimale
fear that ings won'l imprave 1his time
around cither.
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THIETY YEARS AGU-1919 will lung be
retncinbered by Halton {ariners as one of
ihe driest vears in their experience. Tt
may e a surpose o many therefore 1o
et that we have bad Uhree and one-half
sore inches of preepitation this year than
we had in the entire 12 menths of 1948
However, when the (igures for the iwo
vearsare scrutinized by months, we find
that for the three months (April, May and
Jued of 1948, thé precipitation was six
miclics mere than in e same menths this
Ve

When a defective ml bheater at the
e of 8z, and Mrs, Heory Shepherd,
Chapel Streel, threatened to cause a fire
on Chinstmas Eve, a catl was put in In the
fire bripade. The blaze was extinguished
hefare the brigade arrived and no
damage was reporled.

AN members of Fsquesing Counell,
Heeve George  Currie,  Deputy-Heeve
Goorpe Laslic, and Councllors wWillrid
Bird, Walter Linhom and 11 Craig Ted,
woere returned lo their positions by
avclamation al & meeling held Monday at
stesearttown Hall

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Holding Lheir
final meeling of 1939 Decemnbir 15, 1n the
posw sl p hall al Slewarttown, members of
Esquesing council expressed their appre:
ciation 1o reliving reeve George Currie
whivn be wats asked 1o vacate the chair at
the close of the mecting. With Deputy-
fleeve Camphell, who will be 1900 reeve,
o Uhe eliair, o mation wis passed thanking
sr. Curric ior the courteows and brnpartial
manter i which he tad presided over
council meetings during his term of office.

SALARIES U
fereases jo counly counel) salaries
[ir inembers and ciployers were appros-
ed Wednesday  afteenseon al the  Iast
reptlar meeting of the year. Retroact e
i January §of this vear, the Warden will
receive S800 plus mileage and expenses,
plus the coungil rate for caintniltee aul
counecil meetings, Counciifurs will receive
au inercascd altpwanee of $12 for atlend-
anee, willt a maxinum of $20 for more
Hizin noe meeting i a day,

Damage estimated al §50, plus the
pecessary lime o clean up the mess, way
caused by an unknown intruder at Norvad
Unitedd Chureh enrly Iast Tuesday morn-
inj. Apparently he was svarching for
maney of valuables, but anly two cans of
soup appeared (o be missingt from the
chareh kitelien, But in his tienbiings, the
culprit hiroke eight punes of glass in the
hascment apparently by hurtling chairs
ayninst the windaws, Three chairs were
castaliies i,

tocal Main Street merchanl Grahatn
Farnell was chosen as Worshipful Master
of the Credil Lodpe, No. 21% AL AT and
AM. Gr GRIRC, ot their annual election of
aflicers.

Georpelown  Raiders  scored  ¢ighl
limes it Uhe third period as they lurned on
the power Lo beat Oritlia bandily Friday
night, -4, The win was the fifth for the
aiders and lilted their percentage back
oy o even S,

TEN YEARS AGO-Iallon County council
st week did an about-face and ciune oul
sirongly in suppert of a super-melro-type
Halton-Feel region, Until last week's vote,
counedl bad been supporling a separate
Haltan region. The molion, which will he
senl Lo Municipal Affairs Minisler Larey
mMekeauph, includes Lhe condition that
Hurlingion be ineluded in Hoe lwo-county
reRIn,

Judire Kenueth Langdou of George-
town, the county’s senior provincinl court
jurist, has been appainted full-time
Family and Juvenile Court Judge. He bas
served as & parl-time Family and Juven-
ile cowrl judge for the past 25 ycars in
Halton, and during that time, has alse sot
an the eriminal and tralfic courts in the
county. '

SKIPPER'S HOMIE

vSkipper'? - o liny four-pound Papillon
dop standing len inches high, hos just
returned from Aexico wilh Iwo nore
championships 1o add o his impressive
record. He is owned by Mr. W, Tonson of
Wynficld Kennels, R U3, (ourpelown.
Skipper is perhaps the only dog on the
ahole continent o hald five champion-
ships sitnultaneousiy: he 15 American
clhigmpion, Canadiat champion, Bermuda
chiumpion, Mexican champion, and
Ilernational champion.

Fred  Apmitage, c¢hairman of  the
Halton board of edueation, said at a board
meeting Thursday  that he won't be
seckiug re-cleclion Lo the chairmanship
for another term. He said his reasmis were
strictly persenal, “to find time for my
family and my personal affairs.™

Itoland Sparling, the Georgelown man
who for six months served as part of a
Canaireliel erew flying food into Blalra, is
e for Christmas, wrestling with o
decision he will have to make in Janunry,
Thal's when he will return to the relief
(lights a5 on Sao Tome if he decides to do
o, -

ONE YEAR AGO--The Ontario Municipa)
Roard hasdenied a reguest from the Town
of Halton Hills 1o adlourn hearings on the
propased Bruce to Miltan hydro trans-
mission corridor. A hearing on whether to
allow Onlario Bydro 1o huild the 500,000
voll power line south of Orangeville to
Miltun will proceed January 2, as planned,
hearing chairman Williatn Dyer, Q.C,,
ruled yesterday.

Negntintors for the Halton hoard of
education aund its 1,370 clementary
leachers have reached tentative agree
ment i their year-long cantract dispute.

Mayor Pete Pomervy and members of
tows councll have been pulliog out ail the
stops in an effort lo win o series of
eleventhhour approvals for the construct-
ions of the long-awniled McNally apart-
ments complex in Georgetown, which will
open seme 209 rentalunits to a community
badly lacking in rental accommodations,

leaving o governmenl a support and
policing role.

In theory it sounds good.

Bul .. .and here's the rub. Almost two
decades ago the province took responsibi-
litw for regencration away froin Ihe Fremae flun i 7
comnpanics because they weren't doing the o g g -J
jols. :

Hallen region's public wurks commit-
tee has rejected a suggestion by Hallon
Hills council that hamlels throughout the
reglon should be identified by name on
roadslde signs, but permission may be
granted for the nrea muuiclpalities to
crect signs ot their own exponse.

The big mark to Bill Davis's credit could

e Lhat he survived. Davis now is getling

close Lo his tenth year as premier. [t may

well pe testimeny to his skill that of the
mea who headed the governments of
Canada when he took over in 1571 only ene 0
ts now in effice — Richard Hatfield of New
Brunswick.

-1hing that comes to quick mempry as on
“4dentity of the period. This protably has
- hever happened before in Ontario histery.
"« And strangely, very strangely, this is
"ot any particular indictment of the
jepdership we have had but rather a

* reflection of the thnes.
The leadership was prebably not sign-

Presumably the pramise was meant

1o blunt thal atlack. Now it hias come back
o haunl the Teorics.

JUSTOVERSIGHT

Atartel cunningly noted thut he had

choice”™ bul to “enshrine thic

Premier’s wards in a piece of legislation.”

1 pin sure thal was intended and just
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