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Swimming

lessons

end with

Red Cross

. rgunized hOCkey testing

rup it's course

First of ail, 1f you haven't read the fronl page stury
on Jefl Talbott, please do 50, It is prerequisile reading for
ihis columm. _

When Jefl Talbot!’s molher called me Monday
marniog tainform me of her son’s dilermma, regarding the
bulancing of huckey teams, I like many olhers was
unawarte that such proaclice was going on in the
Geergelown minor hockey house leagues. Focan't say [
wasi't aware of the couvet of evening out teams {o
prevent stronger teams from dominaling wealeer teams,
But, [ didn’t realize that it was affecting young hockey
players the age of eight-years-old in the atem leapue. |
always believed that it was just something they did in the
professional teagues to balance out tearns and help draw at
e gate,

Teenage hockey players are traded around nol to
help even oul the leapue bul 1o win hockey games. To
enhance Lhe eompelitive aspeet of the game. That is nol
the same as doing it with Jiltle guys and pals,

The spirit of hockey will be the one to 1ake Lhe
bealing in this 1ype of praclice. Granted no team likes to
losie but, when a leam is winning beeause of what appears
to be good coaching rather than all star players, thep
perhaps the National Coaching Certification program
should he mandatory for all coaches.

Such appears Lo be the case here. Pal Dowdall, the
pee wee league commissioner, is a first year man on the
job trying Lo de his best 1o help the young players, us are
all people involved in the minor hockey., He look what
nppeared to him to be a siluation where one team was
dominaling the rest of Lhe teams and supposedly spoiling
the fun of the game for the players on the losing sides. At
queslion Lo me is not his sincerity but his youthlul wisdom
in this regard. Perhaps, as he has suggested himsell, hie
may bave waited a liltle long in the season belfore spotling
what lie termed as an imbalance in the league and ncted
on.

He took what steps were most readily available o
him and which would scem to work best, The fact that they
had scidom been used is not the point either, The point is
that very few parents or players are aware that such an
option is epen iohockey ufﬁfiuls. People just want to know
where they sland, Il is assumed thnt once a plaver is
dralted by a team in the house Jeague he will stay there {or
the lwo years of his age timil or unless he is called up o
one of the four-town teams or tri-town teams.

i the malter were out in the open to parents, ns it
will be now, perhaps other players and parents will fee!
that this is no! the way to run a game being played by
children, -

Young Jeff’s Barragers team has developed a
sense of team about them, which eoach, Doug Lowe has
alwiys stressed with his teams. This is probably one ef the
reasons for their rise froimm a weak team last year to a
sirong one Lhis year., Both the Raiders and Gemns siress
team wurk.

As any member of anything will tell you, part of
being on o tean is feeling o part of it. Getting aleng with
Lthe others. Developing a Rinship. Maybe waler is as thick
os blood.

HUNKS OF MEAT

The consequences are already high. One lost hockey
player is one too many. If Jelf has been aflected this way it
is possible Lhat olhers will be too, As the parents say, they
are only children and they have feelings which can easily
be hurl or upset by o move away from some form of
seeurity. Playing the game for the fun and sport of it
seCins (o be goug by the wayside with such practices as
treating the players as commodities and hunks of meat.

More and more people are advecating the non-
cemnpetilive aspecis of the game today. No body canlact
and more skills training. If more skitls were learned then
mosl playcrs would be of the general level and the
imbalance, as is supposedly seen, would nat oceur.

some people say that there is not that much
difference in the 1alents of the players in the house league
that would warrant balancing. Once the 1wo upper hockey
groups plck their players the rest nre rated on the same
plane in ability,

Maybe organized hockey has run ils course. Less
organization could be the best thing. Too many caoks spoil
{he broth, Let the kids return to playing the game for the
fun of it. The town should spend the money it hands out, for
the upkeep ef the bip arenas, and pul into several smaller
outdeor rinks where the game began and prospered.

The final week for swimming
lessons in the Fall session o
the Georgetown and  Aclon
indeor puiis ended with Hed
Cross lestings,

Hogistralion {for the next
session ol Jessons GRan-
April) will starl Tuesday,
December 18, Lhrough to
Janvary 11, starting ol 4:00
p.m.  Hegistration will be
taken at the Georgetown
Indoar Poel, (belind the hiph
school), and at Acton Indoor
Pool, (McKenzie-Smith
Middle Schual).

Tadpoles, pre-beginners,
hepiuners, pre-juniors, and
It L.5.5 classes were tesled
during  their  Iast  lesson.,
Jumors, senjiors and nter-
mediates were Llested by Hed
{’ross examiners on Monpday
might in Georgelown, and
Tuesday, in Aclon,

Georpelown  swiminers
thnt passed the junior fevei
are, Linda Wenham, Ginny
Slewart, Nancy MuacMillan,
Doty French, Glen Hopkins,
Jomes Fortier, Lisa Wallers,
Scott Carscallen, Robby
Marris, Mark Heed, Gary
Tecuwissen, Braden Hulme,
[lerek  Pollit, Kendra
Nicolucei, Geoflrey Good-
fellow and Debbie Longley.
Passing inlermediates were,
Christine Harris, Cathy Tutt,
Kevin Stein, Jouanne Bettes,
Sylvie Washibourne, Jennifer
Lovely, Karen Braun,
Charlie Gibbs, and Gienna
Wellslcad. Those  passing
Iheir Red Cross senigr are
Tedd Collins, Jackie Bettes,
Keilth Spiller, Norlene Corry,
Ruth [houplas and  Anita
Pryer.

Brian Hayward
~ at Cornell

More news (rom soulh of the Canadian border. Brian
Hayward, a sophomore at Coruell University, Tthica, New
York, 15 the sen of Mr. and Mrs, Norman Hayward of 20,
Dandridge Crescent. The Erindale Secondary School
graduale is a business ndministralion major enrolled in
lhe College of Agricullure and Life Sciences.

~He is-in his second year as a goailender wilh the
varsity hockey team. Last year be was a second team
All-Ivy selection and recorded two shutouls on the way to a

3.88 goals against average. He was named ECAC Rockic af

the Week for Itis play in the Cornell Huliday Festival, and
carncd Player of the Week henors fer his outstanding
perfurmance apainst Boston University.

This year he should be a key player in the Big Hed
title hopes when he recovers frem a bout  with
menenucleosis.,

g) _/U w::rcj ér p arfners
Chartered ecaunbands |

103 Main Streot North
Acton, Ontario
853-3370

NABaby . |
Karaolldis dotsn't. Here he goes up with ease

ie get the jump on an agonizing Tlundas Hawks player durlng Saturday's Acton basketball
teurnament. The (reorgetown Rebels lost out In the tournament champlonshlp but won the
¢ensolatlon champlonship,

.TOWN .OF HALTON HILLS

IMAINST. SOUTH 1]
HALTON HILLS (GEORG ETOWN}

877-5185

NOTICE

FPARKING )

Parking of a vehlcle on streets between the hours of ¥2:00
midnight and 7:00 a.m. far a period of tlme longer 1han
throe consecutive hours, |s prohiblied by by-law. As on.
rations, please comply wih the requirements of this by-
Ixwe.

Autharitles may have vehicles ticketed or towed away at
the owner's expense.

SHOW CLEANING: -

Placing of snow ar Ice on stree!s in any manner as ta ob
struct or encumber 15 grohiblled by oy.law. As Impraper
snow and Ice cleaning can be a serlous hazard, please
comply with the regquiremen!s of the by-1aw 30 a3 not to
create a harard,

Authorities may have the snow and lca removed af the
properly owner's expense.

YOUR CO.OPERATION IS NECESSARY TO ENSURE
EFFECTIVE WINTER CONTROL MEASURES AND
SAFE CONDITIONS,




