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Nearly a decade has passed
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orridor battles leaves bitterness
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ICG member predicts

drastic effect on farm

Lielord Gardhouse jmned the
1CG hattle for an independent
study of the corridor route
when it firsl began it 1974

The group has no gelual paid
membership but iU still deew
approximately 4,000 sigoa-
tures o an initial  petition
asking for 4 study of the hne,
and contributions have come
in from a wide area lo help
supporl the 1CG fight.

"1t is most fmastrating,”” M.
Gardhouse told The Herald,
“because we're spending our
own money for the ICG and
also contributing o a crown
carporation (Ontarin Hydro?
at the same time, We're fund.
ing both sides of the fight with
OUF W [Honey.

The porth-seuth line will cut
the Gardhouse farm inte two
halves extenuding east and wesl
from the Fourth to the 1Fifth
Line along 310 Sideroad,

This is not the first hydro
line Mr. Gardhouse has had Lo
cantend with in his years of
roising beef cattle and sheep.
A 230-kijovolt Jine from Ishing-
ton ta Woodbridge went
throuph his family's property
ln the days before he began
farming. He remembers how
much of a puisance the lowers
were and said 1hey cerlainly
weren'l  compatible  with  a
farming operation,

Although he has no way of
estimating how much (he cor-
ridor will affect the value of s
property, Mr. Gardhouse is
sure it will lowetr il to sonm
degred. . .

“1 certainly feel it wi
devalue our property consider-
ably beenutse it culs il right in
two,”’ he said. " makies o
farce out of the township plan,
We got an agricultural zoning
and that was fine as Jong as
they kept industry oul, We're
grateful to the town for supr
parting us as lony as they did.
They couldn’t do anything
excepl give in now. They did
their best te help us.”

pperation is secure. In their
aown case it will mean a period
af ““wait and see’™. They will
just wait to fod ol how badly
tw  line will disrept  therr
furming aperation, bul they
delnitely won't be mnaking any
addilions or new investments
until they know where they
stavndd, 1f the disruption is too
preal they may well sell and
move elsewhere.

" Liberal cuergy eritic Julian
Reed thinks Ontarie Hydro's
iufloxibility over the hydro
carridor stems from Premier
BiH Iavis's belief that electric
power will he Ontarie's
“savior' in o fulure coergy
crutiel, ;

“The Premive's beliel thot
cleetric power  will be  1he
salvation of Onlario has let
Hydro go s merry way wilh
ils expansion progrom ami the
building of the Bruce e Milton
corrideor,” Mr. Reed, MPP for
Haltou-Burlinglon, told The
Herald this week.

“As a person, nol o politi

Pomeroy
discusses

battle

Continued from page 1

Cumpensation  Act twhich
paverns expropriations)”, he
explaimed.,

"Under its guidelines, they
stard with 2 ow offler and very
siowly go on and on willk

Mr. Gardhouse is puzzled
that the 106G has consistently
been refused the independend
study il requested.

“Even supposing it took si1x
tnonths for o study, i we gol it
it would probably get the line
theough faster than it will go
by eonfrontation,”  he  said.
W felt we were living ina

Conlinued an page 29

1y MAGGIE HANNAU
Heruld Staff Wriler

Many  Jandmwoers invoelved
e thee Interested  Citzens’
Group ([CG: battle  against
Uwlario Hydro, are bilter os
ihey reach the end of thear
gl 1.

“To sav il's been an educa-
tien 15 aboul the kindest way [
i put 1L Dave Molfatt, o
markel gardener on the Filth
Line at Steeles Avenue, told
The Herald,

The Nollalts own 20 acres
and farm half of 1t as a pick
vour own  garden  produce
pperalion. The line  doesn’(
actually teuch their properly
but runs through the land
atdjacent 1o their line fence,
close epough that they are
cotwcerned uol ouly with s
visual umpacet but also with
pussilile  ground  currcnts
ureler the e,

Because of 1he relalively
Jarpe  distance between  the
Malfatt farm and the lowers,
AMr. Molfall never actually
foined the JOG, but did assis
IS Ccause.

In order W keep  their
produce growmyg during  the
SUIMCE, i1 IS HeCessary o
irripgale the fields regularly,
Alr. Moffatl said. Since ireiga-
tion pipes must be moved at
leasl onee a day., however,
Hydro's suppestion o ground
the  papes Lo prevent  [hem
picking up elecirical discharge

fromn the hine is inpractical.

“I can’t el an answer o
wlie would be responsible
sutpeotie wooere cleetroeutesd by
teuching wne wrigabion hine,”
Mro Molfail pomted oul.

The guestien of bhow much
the hne will devalue his pro-
oty is another guestion for
wineh  Alr. Mnoffalt bas no
Al

BUYENR'S CHOICE

“As vou reabize when you'te
selling property, ol it takes iy
o buyer,” he sad “avow the
question is, will that ene buser
obyjeel or ok abject o the line?
[t wall all depeod on whiat he
Iiss been canditioned 1o, 11 he
were  rwsed e dimsntoswn
Toronto, [or ostance, where
therse are muee lines overheid
than clear spaces, he'll not
cven bat an eye at ths. Bl
there are others who mighl ant
be preparcd to live near it i
seens 1o be the peaally you
pay. The closer one lives to
civihization in this countey, the
IMOTEe ale cit Ot SOIme sor
of disruption”.

Mr. Muoffatl saul he lirst
became involved  with  the
eorridor baitle in 14995 when
Hydro  had  a  display
Stewarttown Hall showing the
ruute the corridor would lake
through Halton Hills, He now

s i bookease {ull of reports,

etters suud  other  material
concerning  hydeo awd  this
role.

The battle with the I0G has
proved  an o ove-apeier for
Haydro as owell, Mro Molfanl
bBeiieves. In the  beginning,
Iy dro didn’t expect anyihing
ke the inpul il has recerved
fronm Use cuitieens, bul sver e
vears  has  discovered e
Farmers aven't just a bunch
of ptnernmuses™, e contend-
vel,

Eoergys ndnisters and Hydra
offeaals attke have i to put
Meo Moffant doswn for his luck
of gualifications. Letters he
has received rom Themn unly
prove  that  the right  hard
doesn’t know what  the  lefl
Batd is deoing, Mro Molfar
waid, For example. the vegy
day he was 1o Lestify ot the
Outario Musnieipat Board hear-
g i Georgetown,s Mr
Mulfan received a lelier (rom
then-energy  minisler Depnis
Tinhrell saving the  Limce-
howse erossint haed  already
been exbaustively rescarched
atued 1l was pew tumd te gel oi
wilh building the line. The
Bearing? wasn't evet finished,
L already Mr. Tunbrell had
tipcided on its oulcome, or
preswmed the resall and want-
cid 1o by-nass the process, Mr,
Aoffall complained,

SLATER REPORT

The Slater  consollanls
report was the closest Hydro
ever came to giving lhe 1CG
at independent  sludy,  and

even Wiea, Hydro ignored parl
af the Medings, M Moffait
recalbled

Hyvilro escerpded  the first
portion uf the report winch
aprees thad the Bradley Qo
Alten e 1 Better Hhon other
choices ynder eertain conds-
Hons. Mosever, the  ubihily
ipnored  the Second portion,
whaeh states hat ol s only
1::il.i:|| to the other chowes il
certain other condilions  are
s, sueh ns losing the use
uf the Milion switehing stalion,

Taws of tha Milton stalion is
fur from e remate possibility
Hydre amplics, Mr. Muollall
said, The troon whiel derasied
and set off the Nire in Missis-
sauga recentiy passed wilhin
very short distanee of  the
shition. il such o fire oceuar:
red i Millon near the swilch-
ing stabwn, the situation mughl
bave had a smaller nunber of
people atvolved, but the Nire
and pas problens would have
been greathy commplicated by

el hwer fuelors,

For starlers, thore s a
storape area {for  Superior
Propane directly across  the
roadd Tromm the stalwon. Hvdro
wirns farmers ool to light
fires tnuder e hipes in ease e
smirke tonizes the oor and acls
A% a0 contdhuetor so thal arcing
pocurs bebween the lies or
betwoeen the lines and  thw

ydro considers batile won,
construction due any day

By LORITAYLOR

Herald stall writer
The baltle between Ontario
1lydro and cilizens opposed Lo
the construction of the Bruce-
Millon hydro corridor is wvir-
latly over, as far as Ontario
Hydro is concerncd; Hydro
spokesman Chris Taylor has
told The Herald that vonstruce-
tion of lowers on some proper-
tics may begin here in a week.

Towers bhoave oplrendy been
cunsiructed
Hills boundaries, but entirely
within the Niagara Escarp-
ment  development  control
arca, Mr. Taylor said. Permis-
sion was given lo proceed with
the construction ol Lthese tow-
ers fullowing an Ontario Muni-
cipal Baard hearing more thun
d yoar ago.

Ontario Hydro already has
the required 250-foot-wide

easemenls on some seclions of

the route and could conceiv-
ably begin final eonstruction
almost immedintely in these
areas, Mr. Tayler said. In
other areas, settlements must
he made with landewners, and
e appropriale Eovernmenl
ministrics contacted regard-
ing construction designs in
cnvironmentally sensifive

within Halton .

areas. Unee desipn approvals
are made, final construching
can boegin.

Me. Tavier estimated it will
take six months from the
laying of the lower foundations
ta the stringing of the line.
Before the tower loutdations
can be laid, the route must be
surveved, the forests on the
property examined and the soil
tested,

Opponents of the proposcd
corrider have said that there is
no other H500-Kilovell line in
Ontario which travels through
such a comparatively populat-
edd area, and Hydro hias not
been ahle to conduct compre-
hensive siudies of such high
voltage on people and animals
in the vicinity of the linc.

Mr. Tayior said, however,
that by the time consiruclion
ol the Halton Hills line is
completed, another S06-kv line
from Oshawa (o Lennox, a
community near Kingston, will
be comnpleted. The line is being
strung now, and Hydro anbici-
pitles haviag power running
through the line by May.

Mr. T: Jlor s a member of
the Community Helations De-
partment of Ontario  Hydro,
and was assigned to this area
about Lhree wecks ago to keep

_ blames premier
for Hydro’s rigidity

cinn, I have never felt such a
sense of frustration in dealing
with Lhe last five ministers of
eacrgy, Mr. Heed sad.
govs beyond the corridor issue
to everyihing that the minister
15 respuonsible for”

Alr. Teed sadd that even if
the cilizens opposcd to the

JULIAN REED

DRASTIC EFFECT negotiations, which tends to
The corrider will have & pot people upsel”, he added. corridur lose their battle, they
“drastic” ¢ffect wn  Halten Allhouph  the  town  was  will have “thie altruistic satis-

Hills farming operations, he
predicted, accgrding lo 1he
effect corridors have produced
in olher places. Gruwth stops,
he cxplained, because the

larmers tn fonyer fecl Lheir -

limiled in what it could de,
Mayoer Pomeroy said that he

believed the town had really

done everything that it pussib-
v euuld for the peuple affected
by the corridor,

faction aof knowing that Hydro
will never behave that way
again.”

The pruvineial government's
coutrol over Outario Hydro is
afler the fact, for the most

part, because Hydro only
approaches the provinee Lo gel
approval for ils borrowings to
finanee its major projects, Mr.
Reed said,

"There is no accountabilily
al all of Hydro tn the
provinee,”  he said, “The
Proper way, in my view, 15 (hat
the government should have
an energy policy which would
give Ontario Hydro a frame-
work witlhin which to work.
This would alsn make the
encrgy  minisler responsible

for  Onlarin  Hydre in the
House.™
MORE CONTROL

The government did have:

mare control over the doings of
Outarie Hydro prior to 1973,
bt the new Power Corporation
Aet “cxampted them from
their responsitnlities in that
regard,” Mr. Reed sald.

While Mr. Reed expressed
his lrustration at deahing wilh
most of the energy ministers
through the years since the
corridor route was announced,
le did have some kind words to
say about Janes Taylor, who
resigned the posilion.

“1 believe implicitly thal
when history is writlen, James
Taxlor will be the man who
saw injustice, tricd to right a,
and was slified behind the
scenes,” Mr. Reed said. "He
was thwarted in all his
atlempls to gel control of
Hydra”

The ministry of euerpy is

really  run by lhe  depuly-
minister, Mr. Reed said. The
deputy, Ontario Hydro cha-
man  Hogh  MeAuley and
Premier Davis are part of o
decision-making proup which
waopld take Lhe poinl of view
that it would be embarassing
e adimit aty Kind of mistakes
or [ailure, Mr. Reed said.
My own belief is Lhal he
(Mr, Taylor) resigned in the
end, because he was nol being
allowed to say what he wanted
Lo say, e was being lold what
he should say,” Mr. Reed said.
“Jim was the one who resigned
with his integrity intact.”
“Uydro has done everylhing
williinn their mandate, which is
zip,'" he continued. “They
don't assist theie minister.”
NOATTENTION
“Uydro paid absolutely no
attention to the ¢ilizens and
landowniers alonp the corridor,
except  what  they
throvghthe various hearings,”™
Mr. leed said. “They were
just going (hrougl the motions
in there, The funny thing s,
there are a lot of fine people
who work here, Hydrn has
been sel up as an ogre in this,
bt il's a few senior people who
made the wrang decisions pud
are afraid to sland up to
theen"™!
a1r. [eed said that the hydro
corridor issuc was one of the
reasons  he  supported  the
Environmental Assessmenl

{ontinued o0 page 29

had to

the public informed about Lhe
line and  answer  queslions
abwul its constructiion. He ¢an
be contacted at Hydro's Acton
ollice al B33-0570.

Mr. Tavlor said he feels .

Ontario Hydroe has given land.
owners fadr and just hearings
aboul the eorridor, “if you look
at the number of hearings, the
wav lhe public was kepl in-
formed aubout the plans and the
showing of alternatives.”™ MMr,
Taylor said Hydra held numer-
gus public meetings aboul the
line when it wes in the plann-
ing slages and circulated a
number of questionnaires (o
ask londowners about Lheir
CONLETns,

Mr. Tavlor said members of
the public were invited to
express Lheir concerns at sev-
eral stagres during Lhe planning
process in o serics af public
meetings and through ques-
tionuaires. He said the proper-
ty owners have been dealt with
Guirly and hooestly when it
came o securing right-ol-way
for the line, and will he deall
with fairly during construction
to minimize damage o the
bl

"1 comes down Lo trealing
people faicly and responsibly ™
Mr. Taylor said. “lHydro is
committed to public participa-
o,

“Sinee the thied unit of the
Bruce generating station went
inte vperation in December,
1957, suflicient lransmission
has not been available, under
cerlain operating  conditions
sieh as emergencies and rou-
tine mainlenance, to carry all
the power being generated,”
Mr. Taylor said. e estimaled
the cost of the locked-up power
hetween December, 1977 and
October, 1979, at $30.4 million,

Mr. Tovlor attriboled these
cnsts to four facters: the power
lncked in at the Bruce general-
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g plant beeause there is no
line o carry it; hipher trans-
mission lesses through aperal-
i a S00-kilevall line at 230
volls throaph the Belwood von-
nection, whith 15 being used to
siphon ofl some of the power
[rom Bruce: reduced bulk el-
elecirical system capalality:
and Bruee unit rejection, whon
the DBruce unit shuts down
heeause 1he power is not being
tiken oul.,
AVERAGE COST

In 1979, the average cost per
month of the Jucked-up power
wis aboul 515 million, al-
though this could Muetwate i
there are any changes in the
situation before the end of the
veurr, Mr, Taylor said, :

He said the suggestion that
locked-in power could be trans.
mitied 1o Owen Sound via an
existing line would not work
because, once Lhe power 15 sent
to Chwon Sound, Lhere 15 no way
it can be dispersed further,

Ontario Hydra has been ac-
cused of over-building and of
creating o surplus of 30 to 45
per cent over the specified
power reserve, bul this s not
wholly (rue, Mr. Taylor sai.
O this socalled surplus, 25 per
cenl is a plimned reserve, to
evnsure a comstant dependable
supply of eleetricity, he said!

This means the nctual sur-
plus is about 20 per ceent,
which, becatise il cosls less to
penerale, can be used to re-
duce the utility's dependence
on more expensively-produced
fucl, Mr. Taylor said.

Mr. Tavlor ¢xptained that he
is here W0 make sure “the
citizens of the communily hear
of the geals for this projeet’..
¢nilario Hydra will be remain-
ing in constant coniact wilh
landowners through the con-
struction and afterwards Lo
cnsure there are no problems,
he said.
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oo fwe started vider the
planned SHkkilovell  line
brgsrtine of bugemng lamk cars
on the talrosed, the tracks
could carey the elecingity for
THILES

Uner the develapers get mto
aetion e aren west of Uie 401
will become anmdustoad mall,
iand Chemaeal, which had &
hire recenthy, s not far from
the tracks and o is quile
parssible that other indusirics
ol o strilar nature may move
vt e Lhie new Milton apdusirial
park. Highway 401 a5 just
yards from the Milton statioy
ardd e James Snow Parkway
will interseel with the 401 very
close o the statm,

CLOVER-T.E AT

“They're vven putling &
tow e for the cortdoer i the
clover-leaf of the parkway and
the 405,77 Mreo Moffidt sand,
And whoere do all the acer-
dends with g tankers and
tractor trailers ovewr? Just as
they are pulling offl v onle the
highwiys, according o slat)-
stivs, Thev're just asking lor
trowhde puttong it where they
hove.”

Meo Mol fecls tha the
Alissisnaurn  disaster simply
proved that, despite assuran-
ces o 1he  contrary, such
accidents  can hapgan and
Hydro can no Jonger yiuore the
possibibtios al Maltoen.

I think they'iE pul the line

through  here oven il they
never string i1 Mr. Mol
athled, s o Face-saving

grsture. Tthink we're getting i
clunker with the blessang of
iintario flvdro and  the
mimster of enerpy, and [ jusl
hope someone sees the light
hoefore lomg and does some-
Iinyg? to make i pight ™

What Mr. Moffalt would like
tir see s haek-up lines installed
fram the Bruce pencrating
stationt lo Clanvible and (rom
Hruce 1o Nunticoke.  ‘This
would give an alternate route
to gt power south sut of the
Bruee il anytlhing happeoed (o
e BT fine o station,

What he fears will happen is
the widening of the corridor as
mare lines  are laid  down
theougth the Millon te Bradley
corridor.

I wiil be so much easier to
rubber  stamp  more  lioes
through s existing cortidor
tham b battle for a new ripht of
way,” he poled, 1 expeet that
will be the route they'l follow
when they need more lines.
Flyvdre keeps saving all they
watit 15 one line, and we say

for  now'. They'se  never
denied it ithe possibility of
future lines m the same corri-
dor?™,

The possibility of p disasler
al the Alilten stalion leaves
Hividro wide open fur o class
activne suil i anything  did
happen, Mr. Maffall suspects,
sinee Slater plamly warovd o
his report that the shln wis
nal the best possible route o
serve Hydro's needs.

The public is geiling angrier
andd angrier as prices rise and
shorlapes conbinue, e sad, I
Itwere ever is a disaster, the
public could get prefty mean.

“When the public has warm
beer, a freczer full of rolting
fonel and a cold house because
there's no power, Hydro could
face o real problem.” he
witrned.

M. Moffat! sl sure chang-

g povernments would ease

Ihe situation muoch, however,
and  points 1o the way the
federal turn-aboul has resulted
i few changes or IMprove-
ments. 1Eowon'l matter uch
winch party is o pawer, he
said: the burcauerats still gel
the last ward,
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