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Pros

and cons of the leé—hold trap

overview of trapping controversy |

Raccoon, dead in a
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leg-hold trap; photo submitte

d by APFBA

Hy MAGLULIE BANNAN
Herald s1all writer

[y o telephone inleryicw with
The Herald, ministry of notur-
al resotirees waldbile manage-
ment afhicer Nreaee Backlaned
has reinforeed comnwents by
lese sl trapapers Lhint just anyone
can't slarl sethng traps and
messipg around sl Ondario’s
lur-bearing aminals

In order teo gel o rapper s
heence an apphicant must Lirst
ceanplele o Hunfer's Salely
Traiming course. A (rapper’s
heenee includes permission o
carry oogun s the mumstry
wiolt't accept o applicatien
pitid he can safely handle a
hirearm ;

Trapper™s hevnees wan’t be
ssileed to sy one anider 16, AMr.
Buckland saidd. The nnnisiry
also vneourapes anyone seck-
gt o trapping beence o lake a
Lo week trapping eourse which
tesiches Irapping othics, lech-
nigues on setling traps, tech-
peques i handlingg apd grading
e pelt and shipgung 1, as well
as giving information on e
habils and diseases of Lhe

animalys which may Ik trapp:
ed. The course is nol mand-
tory yet, but he hopes i will be
by nexl yvear,

Trappers’ own responsibility

means animals don’t suffer

Trapping was Canada’s first
industry accorchng to the
lhistory books, and even loday
contributes 1o o mulli-million
dollar world-wide industry.

Even though Halton Hills
appears part of a brigthly-
urbanized seclion of Cntario,
lhere {s sufficlent wildlife re-
maining o support trapping:
the Ministley of  Natural
Respurces listed 29 trappers
warking in the arca during the
1978-70 season., A total of
$14.265 worlh of beaver,
mink, muskral, raccoon, fox
and coyote furs were trapped
here during the past year,

Just as progress has been
mude over the cenluries in so
many industrics, so lrapging
has undergone many changes,
one of the most importanl of
which involves resirictions in
the issuance ol trappers
licences. :

While there was a time when
anyone with a yen taset a trap
eould simply drop the device
in o likely spaot, troppers must
naow obtain a licence from the
Ministry. Trappers who have
been ol the job (or many yeirs
and folinw acceptable methods
gel their licence without
troubile, but new people slart-
ing out in the business arc
expecied to lake and pass o
1week course on rapping
offered al Conestiogn . cofn-
munily college,

Sinet most troppers carry a
Fun, they must alse have n
hunting licence and by present
regulations, this will mean the
lrappers must be 16 years old
ar mare.

Trappers must also obtain
written permission from Lhe
landowner on whnse property
they are working.

PUBLIC OUTCRY

For those who trap, prufes.
sianally, the recent public vut-
cry over the use of leg-hold
traps is incomprehensible,

“There is no such thing as a
humang dealh in nature,” Be-
cording to Art Hawes, on
experienced irapper Wwho
works in Halton Hills, Erin and
Eramosa townships. “Anyone
who isn't aware of that should
wiatch o cal kill o mouse.
There's nothing humane about
that, but it's perfectly nafur-
al.™

John Tyres of Rockwood
traps in Halton Hills and
Milton and is equally unhappy,
for a différent reason,

“1 trap mainly [or
pleasure,” he told The Herald
recently. "L love to hunt, fish,
trap, anything to do with the
outdoors, and [ feel it's very
wrong that someone who
knows nothing about il should
try totake that privilege away
from me.”

"“Trappers do provide a very
uecessary service,””  Mr.
Hawes added. ""We can’t trans-
port animals to other habitats
for ever, Thereis only se much
area suitable for n species and
when that's used up, what da
we do with them? The animals

‘have to be contrelled ar they'il
use up their habital and die of
starvation, and that's not
pleasant. Trapping gets o lot
of bad publicity and it's time

we Iricd to squash some of the
horror stories. [ see Lhis as
pussibly becoming an election
{ssue and | think its unfortun-
ate that Lthe whole issue may
pae day be decided by people
who Know nothing abaul it."™
HAMBI IMAGE )

“Prople in clties gnd towns
haviee a Bambi image of all
animials,” Mr. Tyres com-
mented, “but it o't hike thot
when vou gel out in the buesh,
They don’t come all neatly
parcelied up in brown paper
bags like the week's groceries.,
They may feel we're commit-
ting murder and yel these
animals live and die in a ot
worse  comdilions  than  Llhey
sulfer from & few hours in o
irap.”

Mr. Tyres began lrapping
Kix vears ago,  Although he
took no course he hid an Acton
trapper leach him hoaw to sel
traps and handle his cateh, and
e wouhd recommend the trap-
pers” course [rom Conestoga to

anyone hopng o eater the
Dusiness,

Canada Jeads the world in
hwmane trapping, he siad. and
alsa in the development ol
new, more efficient trapmog
Lechnioves, Muost ol these new
methods have been developed
by trappers and a limited
stasuen has been put on cac-
coons as o result of pressure
from  The Oniarie Trappers
Association,

Trappers and hunlers are
concerned ever the number of
ragceoans laken by arrespons-
ible hunters who hunt before
the Tur is prime and contimue Lo
hunt even after the breeding
season has begon, This furm
of hunting  could wipe (he
specics oul locally, the trap-
pRITS WO

Since most of the animals
ar. Tyres traps are nocturnal,
he checks his tcapline each and
every tnorning.  This means
any animal caught will be in
the trap fur a minimum of six

o 12 howirs, and it takes much
longer than that, he contended,
for any animal to div of starva-

«Lion,

Mr. Tyvres said be uses leg-
Tald lenys for waler sets where
he can kil las catch quickly by
halding il under witer. Minis-
iry Lesls show that animals
rarely struggle and death
oeeurs inone to three minutes,
The animal doesn’t drown as s
commuonly tnderstood:  cars
bt dlioxide builds up in the
blixed stream and the amimil
bBecomes Uneonsclous very
yuickly.

ALWAYSFATAL

The Conibear (rag, billed as
hwmane, is always {atal and
Mr, Tyres queslions whether
those who worry aboul their
pels straving inlo o Jeg-hold
trap understand the difference
Between the bwo lypes.

Conmibear traps ean be psed
for land sels as well as in the
water. They cateh the aninsal
by the neck and chest sa that

Experienced trapper’s

testimony recounts

pain and mutilation

By FRAMK CONIBEAR

1 will tell you abaut sorne of
the animals we caught vn one
af our trips. On the twellth day
we start back aver our line lo
look ut the Iraps we sel almost
Iwar weeks apo.  In the firsl
lrap we lind o mink's font. The
area aboul the trap s all
bashed abwut and chewed up
by the mink in s eilert o
eseape. The mink is a tough
animal thal struggles violently
attempling by jerks and pulls
i pel loase, It writhes and
bwists desperately, and bites al
everything within reach, and
comtines until it is exhausted.

Alter a time, (rom the pres-
sure of the jaws of the Lrap,
and the swelling of the leg
from: pain, the circulation of
blood staps and the fool be-
comes numb, bul Lhe pain
above it in the swollen leg and
shuoulder must increase, and
the mink must be iy great
agony. The foal will freeze.

This may e s i tew hours or 2
day. depending mnostly on the
wealher,  Aller the (oot be-
UOries rll.lﬂ'lh or rTD'IEI'J.. thl'_"
mink , desperately Ysavage
with pain will chew at, it.

Sonietimes it will chew off the
towes utiderneath the jaws of the
trap and be able to pull the oot
out. Atuthier times it will chew
at the leg itself above Lhe jaws
of the trap, and by chewing
and twisting, (if it docs nol
{freore Lo death first) some-
times after several days,
especially if the bone has been
hroken, sever the list sinew
helding leg and {oot togelher,
and escape. On a long line we
lose about a third of the mink

this way. [nwarmer climates,
the Joss sl be greater, and
ter prevent it, the diabolical
spring pole set is sometimes
resurted 1o, This is & supple
tree, hent over, and the top, to
which a trap has been fasl
enedd, hooked down so Lhat
when an animal is caught, ils
struggles  release  the  tree
which draws the trap and the
amimal up into the air. The
aminal dangles, strugpling, in
the air, the whoie of its weight
hanging from ane foot, There
15 probibly no greater agony
than this.  [ts sulferings ore
quile beyond  power Lo de-
seribe,

Our nexl trap has & lynx,
When we firsl come up it
struggles violently and then, al
the length of the chain, crou.
ches down. By the signs [ judge
it has been caught aboul len
days. A lynx lives much longer
when caughl m oa lrap than
other animals, 1 have known
two to live for three weeks in
the traps and be alive when I
got thiere, but very, very thin.
The feet of the lynx ace so
large Lhat unless it steps fairly
in the middte of the trap, it is
caught by only one or two toes,
and, as the days ga by, the
jaws of the lrap squeeze
tighter till they separate the
juinls of the bones. Somcetimes
the sudden jerks of the lvnx
break the last shreds, and it is
free. By that
time the whole of the cought
foot is usually froxzen, so Lthe
Ivax must die (rom a ratting
Foul. Of all the deaths caused
by trapping, § think that from o
fpot thawing out and rotting is
the most awful.

The next frap has a silver
[0x. It has dicd in the
ragr—curied up in o ball, s
tail covering its feel. [t had
sought refupe frem the cold by
curling itself up, and had died
in ils sleep; #f that enmalose
condilion can e cadled sleep,
thit dowes net obliterate the
penetrating cold that goes Lo
the very marrow of the bones
and the il of the stomach, and
the pain of a wrenched, swol-
len and frozen leg—and let no
pne tell you freczing is nol
po sl

The next trap s 4 mink. It
15 dead —died in the trap. The
pen we bl has been knovked
down, and there are leeth
narks on all the stiicks and
branchwes within range. There
are signs of a terrific struggle
feony experience | know the
mink lived about three or four
days and then died of hunger
and pain. The feot 15 lncerated,
swollen and cevered with
bload, The stump of the ey
above the trap is swollen four
limes  its pormal size, angd
frozen. The shaulder, too, ts all
swollen. When we sKin it we
will [ind thal all thal area will
e 0 mass of blood<colaured,
sickly, pelatine-like subsiance,
indweating the terrible suffer-
ing it has gone through before
death released it The trap is
slowly severing the last shreds
ol the sinews, and then, wilh
escape anly a few hours away,
the mink died, It 15 stretched
out as it threw ilsel! in Lhe last
spasm, and frozen hard and
stilf. The fur is line and glossy;
it will make some woman n
lvely neckpicee!

death results rom & broken
neck, crushed rib or similar
Njuries,

I know of & woman who was
walking  her German Shep-
herd,” Mr. Tyres commented,
“She heard him yelp ang by
the lime she walked over the
hill bty where he way, e was
deatd. 17 that had been o
Jep-hald trap she could have
stepped on it and released
him with nothing muore
serious than a bruised paw.™
*Alr. Howes pointed out Lhat
leg-hold traps have been modi-
fied in recenl years, easing
pressure in the jaws so el o

snutll space remains when the

trap closes.  The jaws have
also been raunded on the edges
o there s less danger of an
animal breaking s skin i
strugples.

The incidenee of injury to
anitnals  cavght  in leg-hold
iraps is so low that it is the
preferred type of 1T among
naturalisis seckang to catch an
apimal live [or cesearch or
1eansplant purposes, he noted.

A Tyvres smd thal stories of
apimals losing & leg in a trap
ur chiewmg o leg off Lo free
themselves from a trap stem
from  inexperienced or care
less trappers. A trap shoukd be
matehod L the size and type of
aninials the trapper is after, he
said, '

sr. Tyrees and Mr. Hawes
bath use leg-hold traps with
stop-luss devices, special
guards nenvated by struggiing
mavements which keeps lhe
animal’s leg straight and
pushes its head back from the
Lrp.

MOVE TRAFS

A, Tyres sind he knows how
many animals he can lrap
any partion of his lernilory
withoul depleting the average
population there.  He moves
his lraps every two or three
davs as soon as he has
taken what he knows to be Lhe
praper quatia in thal location.,

Sinee half the volue of a
beaver pell depends on the
wiy |he trapper prepared and
treatedd o, heences to trap
Bedver won'l be issued unl
the Irapper proves he knows
how I freal s eatch, Mr.
Hawes explained.

Trappers who wanl to take
beaver are (ssued g quota, Mr.
Flawes may have 15,000 acres,
mast of it containing prime
beaver country, an which land-
pwners permil him Lo lrap, bul
s quota 15 set al 28 for ths
season unless he finds more
luclges in his territory.

Trappers are permitied to
lake 50 per cent of the animals
in o dive lodge. In order to
deiermine his quota, a trapper
will g over his terrilory to
lacate  the live lodges, Lhen
repert the size and location of
these lodpes to Lhe ministry,
Minisiry  employees take no
chances on how accurately the
trapper reports his findings
and {iy over areas o check for
themselves.

An thtarnn Trappers” Asso-
crtion bookletl clauns that the
preates! danger o animal pe-

Contlnued on page I

Lo response Lo the wany letlers and phonecalls The
Herald has pecvived converning the recentlyv-approved use
ul Feg-hold teaps in Halton Bils, statl writer Maggde Elannah
hoas altempted to weiph the comments and delences of local
trappers and a minkstry spokesman agalnst the emotionally
chargedl appeals of anti-trappiog groups. One sech grooap,
the Association for the Prolection of Fur-hearing Anlmals,
has forwarded copies of its pamphlels to The Herald,
puorlions of which are ce-created here, including Frank
Conibear's “testimony of o trapper’,

As well as the trapping
course, Mr. Bucklaml said the
mimsity has suppested thal an
lulure, new frappirs will b
st wilh temporary licenc:
e the first ¥ear. Then they will
Bt reguired to bring i all their
pelis T e vhecked so o clost
waleh van be kepl on how well
the beginners  have  Tearned
and applied the material
Lught in the course,

SPOT CHECRKS

Al presend, spot checks are
conducted by conservalion of-
s I!'ITIII.IF._’LIHIUI the  ares.
Trappers Are given no warning
when an officer is conunft o
cheek on him, The officer
sunply arrives to accompiny
o as he goes over Bis roule
There are sigos on a pelt Thal
inedicate of an animal was ina
trap tao Jong, Mr. Buckland
said. [0 any  prohlems  are
spatiedl, the trapper will be
witched  “very, very  oare-
fully™. It is usually the brand
new trapper who has troubie,
he sind.

S Huckband sad that al-
thaujth the trapper’s licence
einlitles Uhe trapper o carty o
pun mast lrappers prefer to
ciub the ammal over the snout
if it's s6ll alive because they
dan'l wanl to put o hole iy the

pelt by using o bullet, A cloul

vin b tiose of most animals s
just as effective as o bullet, he
sl

Art Hawes, however, said he
preferred 1o shoot an apmal in
the ear since this climinides
thee hole inthe pelt buat stidl kills
ellectively.

Mr. Bucklond smdd that any-
GNe SeeINE Snares or  raps
tproperly  seloor tended
should report them 1o the
pumsiey. An answenng ser-
vice mans the phone 24-hours i
dav. An officer will be dis
patlched to investyiale O com-
phiant and, if necessary, eatel
the culprit. Anonymous ¢alls

aren'l abttesched o, hesever,
sinee trapping lends itsell to
crank calls

Unpless the catler  actually
sW miHneane et o trap, he
wirnt'l fingd hiosell i court
once the ol Tender 15 cought, He
simply helps the officer with
information on where  apd
when Hhe Prip wis sien,

ZENTUPH NUMBELI

For those i (he Herald
coverage arep, from Georgte-
town wes!, the ministey oflice
toresalb s Conmbirged e, usingt thae
Zemth pumnber s 250X For
Herald readers in Peel, the
ellfice toeall is Maple ot Zemth
LAY 1)

Etesponedings (o sonie prepular

“misconceplions about trapp

g, Mr. Buckland agrecd thal
Ivnx do have bip feer, ool
migzht well be caughit by anly a
fow tovs, However, s past
vear, leg-hold traps have been
used both in the Cambridpe
area and farther north g order
tee live trap sorne amimals for
anoexperanent ano caphive
breeding Lo see ol they can e
Girmed like ik and  fox
None of the mmmals sulfered

[ No trapping

damv ddamage, he siud. Contrary
1o whal Mr. Conibear's noles
=iy, the animals don't strug-
ple. They samply curled up by
the trap apd waited  Ofhicers:
didn’t even have to tranguilize
them to remave thetm from the
traps, hee sand,

The assertion that freezimpe is
paanful s directly contrary to
s own experiences, AMr.
Buckland sind  He [roze his
face badly onee and as a
Fesull, b s cspectally susceplt -
ible to the cold. Ye! freciing
itsell deesn't bare, Tt s e
thpwing ol process when glr-
citlatinn s restored that s
pannful, be saad.

The svw [oonl-snare currently
e tested as an alternalive
o Jeg-hold teaps apparently
has o hwking deviee on iU e
prevent i1 from cuthng off
circulation, he said

The Humane Trapping com-
fbiee 15 testing o number of
destpns for new traps, he said,
bt nene af them is yet ready
for the marketl.

Al presenl, there s nothing
dn eflective as the lep-hold
trafy for fox and coyvole, sioce
Theme dnunals are too smart Lo
bue caught consistently by any
other e hoed,

Mr. Buckland <nd he has
trapped his (ather’s property
for several vears and he finds

Tt worthwhile form of relaxa-

Fle

“You lerarn a lol more abxiut
wiltdlife whale you're trapping
than you o just oul there
observing il he says,

on CVCA lands

The Credit Valley Conser-
vation  Authority  issued a
remitder  this  weck  Lhal
huting and lrapping is for-
mdden in ils conservation
arcas under Onlarie Regola-
lion S80-77.

several of the conseryvation
areas in the Credit River
Watershed bave been posied
“No Hunting™ and plans for
extepding the posting to all

arcas  are presently being

- farmulated.

In spile  of  posting,
problems have specifieally
arisen with deer hunlers in
Silver  Creck  aml  racoon
Irappers in Terra Colta Cone
servittion Areas.

Hunters ol trappers are
warned Lthat il appreehended,
they ean be charged and afl
firearimg or cguipment can
he eonfisented,
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