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Learning language, customs

By LOMI TAYLOR
Herald stafl writer

It Isn't easy to selile in a
strange country where every-
une speaks an unfamiliar lan-
guage, but the VYietnomese
refugee familics who have
come 1o Hallon Hills wanl to
stay in Canada, and they are
determined to¢ make the ad-
justmenl,

By tedny {(Wednesday?},
there should be four refugee
ftamilics in Hallon Hilla. The
mosl recenl arrivals are a
husband and wife and theiriwo
young children, who were ex-
pected 1o arrive in Georgetown
yesterday., |

A husband, wife and their
four children arrived in Aclon
Iwo weeks ago, sponsored by
the Acton Lifeline proup. The
family docsn’t speak any En-
glish, hut group spokesman
Arlene Bruce said volunleers
are conducting language clas-
ses overy mporning for two
cager students. The children
are altending schoals in Aclon.

The lwo groups of refugecs
in Georgetawn are actually
one family, allthosgh they are
spansored by two groups.hr.
and Mrs. Tsan, their son Ken
and his wife, Sue, and a single

sponsored by Lhe congregation
of the Geurgelown Chrigtion
Heformed Church., auan
Tang, Ann's brother, his wife
Nip Soi and their nephews
Tuong and Loj are being spon.
sored by the congregation of
St George's Anglican Churceh,
Nip Soi 15 the daughler of Mr.
and Mrs, Tsan,
NEW LIVES

The Herald spoke with bath
the Georgetown familics about
their lives in Viet Nam and
their new lives in Canada.
While Nhuon Tang and his wile
speak sume English, the rest of
the family is still learning 1he
languape. The interviews were
conducied with the assisiance
of an interpreter, and with
Rev. John DeJoap, of the
Hefurmed Church, and An-
drew Henwood and Reoper
Beck of 5t. George’s Church.

What becomes very clear
after talking with all members
of the family is thal, although
Ihey miss the members of their
familics who were wnable 1o
leave Viet Noam, they don’l
want o gfo back.

Nhuan and Ann's father,
bealher and sisler are st}
Viet Nam, as are Sue’s por-
ents, brother, sisler and her
sister's seven children. Sue's

are in Malaysia and bhope to
immigrate lo Canada.

“Jt°s tough, you know,”" Rey,
Dedong said, “Nope of us can
imagine the kind of situalian
these peoplo are in. They may
be cut wif from their families
forever.”

Mr Tsan is now working
part-lime o & loeal chicken
farm, and his sen, Hen, works
s an apprentice mechanicin a
garage in Bramplen. Nhuan 8
working? as o machinisl o
Maoldmasters, Ann does some
cleaning work from Lime (o
time, bul because her English
isn'l fluenl, she hasn’l been
able to find a job in her former
profession of banking.

“Many people would {tke to
hire them, hut the jobs require
(hey be able te speak English,
and communication i5 o prob-
lems," Fev, DeJong said,

STARTED WOILK

Mr. Heawood said Nhuan
aad his lamily haven't had
mich opporlunily to sighlsee
in lhe arca because Nhuwan
slarled work within iwo weeks
of his arrival and the [amily
has many things to learn in
theiy spare timee.

All the members of this
family lived near a village
called Bienhoa, aboul 30 kilo-
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were some distanee from the
actual war zoae, and whie
they saw American soldiers n
Saigon and heard the fighting
in the disianee, they were nol
dirvetly affected by The war, as
it raged o, other han the
alfect it had on Lhe cvonomy .

Before the Communist lake-
over, Mr. Tsan owned a farm,
khen worked in 2 hicycele and
motoreyle shap. Nhuan was
altending umiversity, where he
studicd imnathemaltics, physics
and geomelry. He went on o
sludy mechawics for o year,
amt] worked for o vear as o
mechanic '

By 1978, Nhoean and  bis
family were planning to leave
Viel Nam, and he fost s job.
There were no other jobs avail-
able, and (he family had to
sell their belonpings to sur-
vive. Me, Taun lost his farm bit
by Lil, year-by year, to the
Communists, until there was
nothing lelt.

“From wha! we fearned a-
bout Their backpround in ses-
sinns wilh the inlerpreter, Mr.
Tsan didn'l like the Viet Cong
government,”  Rev, Dedung
said, “"They took the Vietna-

mese aul of their businesses
ard hanks and the Comrnunist
officials look over. T ihink this
15 the reason they lefl the
country. They didn’™ Ll oim the
Comtnunily systetn.”

Ask Nhuanwhy e wanted o
leave Vel Nam, and be an-
swiers, CBecause uf freedom
and human rights.™ His ne-
phows, whoare 14 and 12, were
attending scheol in Viel Nam
al the Lime of the Comnmunist
LaKke-ver.

Then, the alternoon classes
were cancelled and the stu-
dents had to work in the lields.

Those wishing o Jeave Viet
Nam owere regquired e pay the
guvermnent six ounces of gold
belfure they were permitied e
ieave, and hod o fimd thor
pwn Lranspurtation, Rev. De-
Jong saidd.

EXPORTPEOPLE

“This was brought up al the
Uniled Nations,'' he said.
“Yipl Nam was accused of
exparting people as ils major
cuhimadily.”

Nune of the people in
Georgelown was able to bring
any possessions  with  them
[rom Viel Nani. They travelled
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t Malaysta by boat, over the
eourse of five davs, dunng
which Lime 360 people were
crammed onlo a small boal sn
hghtly that they spent the
entire peried scated on ther
haunches, packed in logelher
hke sardmes, Rev. Dedong
sl

Aveonrding o what sponsurs
have heen able 1o learn
thraugh intecpreters, the boul
touk the lopger route 1o Malay-
sia n order to aved pirales.
While Mr. Tsan and his rela-
tives survived the trip, Lhey
say Lhey saw other people die
afe Uhe Irip, or heard ol other
people who had losl their lami-
lies.
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The family lived in relugee

camps in Malaysia [rom the
end of Apeil until just prior to
thear arrival in Canada. The
camps were very crowded,
and the food was oflen very
poor, Hev. DeJoog sald, The
refupees were often given fish
thal was spoiled, and their diet
wis supplemented with rations
from various reliel orgonita.
tions.

Shuan said he had some idea
of what Canada would be like
because a {riend of his attend.
ed MeGill University in Mon-
treal, and he learned some-
thing about Canada through
corresponding with bis friend,
While he studied English at the
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South Vietnamese refugees: the story unfolds

secondary scheol level in Viet
Nam, he doesn't speak it fluen-
t3y yet, and he still studies the
languape with help from the
family’s sponsors.

“I am not getling enough
praciice in speaking English,™
he said. “We try to practise at
home. I know a good many
worels, bul | can't say them. |
read English better than 1
speak it

Whatever other words Nhu-
an knows in English, he picked
up quickly on al least one.
when asked how Canada dilf-
erred  from  Viet Nam, his

Lonlinued on page 14
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MISS KODAK

Will be at our store
to show you -
the complete line of | ot
Kodak Pocket | __»=
* All Breeds * ' .
@ fars & nails © Shampooing @ Bathing &

PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 1t Instont Cameras |

Mon. to Sat. ya.m.lo ép.m,
108 Mill St. Georgetown 877-874 While Miss Kodak is here, take advantage of our
; special prices on
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Georgetown Market Place
AMERA

(llerald photo) ENTRE 877'04 .H .H
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WE'LL
LS MAKE
THOSE

CHRISTMAS

WISHES

Between working and icarnlng all the things necessary to get along in Canada, the Hallon
Hills refugter (amilies are being kept busy, but there is stlll some time for relaxation, Nhuan Tang,
his wife, NIp Soi Tsan, and their twe nephews, Tuong and Lok, are enjoying everything aboul
Canadn except the cold.
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Fall

Suits

For Husband or Dad
Reg. vp 1o $170.00
No w

o 21199

k. Wool, Flannel & Hopsack §
N Poly-Wool ;

Men's

Dress Shirts

By Arrow ;
Beige, White, Powder Blue &

$]499

Dad Will Love IT!

Req. Up Tn
£38.00
Checks

Blains
Wool

Poly-Waol

Christmas:

Fashion Centre! - - . ,}
"WE WANT TO SAVE YOU MONEY” P ADSSS

9o

Fashions

Mountainview Plaza. Georgetown

877-1100

AR ER VAR WEEE S R VR AR

Hopsack Casual

Pants

*14%

Long Sleeve Knit

Shirts

Reg. $22.00

Grey, E_ruwn, Black

Reg. $9%.00
Pullover Collared

Sweaters

Beige, Grey, Powder Blue
Reg. %14.00

FOPEN EVERY NIGHT

In December
: For Your
j Shopping Convenience B

CHRISTMAS

HOURS s
M Dec. 1, 1979) K

Monday To Friday
10:00 a.m. -%:00p.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m.-5:00p.m.

Shirts

Reg. £22.00

XMAS SPECIAL

From Arrow

Heg. Up To $21.00

$'I 099

.‘]r.p.h : Ffa
v

Ladies

Dress Pants
Assorted Styles

WE DO HAVE
Layaway &
Gift
Certificates
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