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“|Moving to Georgetown? Y
|They'll make you feel at home}
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"It yolnlng the group and
also looking to community ser-
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Military history @

Recollections of politics

The old Bennett House hotel stood on the present site
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"of Main Street’s Old Bank boutiques.
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Georgetown’s Wilber Park Lake, now the James Street downtown.
In background, left, is the old high school.

Georgetown Newcomers Club

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff writer

The disorientation und con-
fusion a siranger can eXper-
lence Inm a new community
leads (o all sorls of problems
including loneliness.

The Georgetown Newcomers
Clubh would ltke to help new
residents combat this sense of
isatation by providing ibhem
with Infermation and oappor-
tunlties 1o get acquainted with
both the town and its citizens.

The group originaled with
the Georgetown Y in August
and has since been taken over
by the members themselves,

“When they first suggested
that we run the club curselves,
we didn't think il was pos-
sible,” spokesman Joan Rob-
son told The Herald. "Now we
see it is very possible. They
don't have the stalf to Took
after everything and we con
make our own arvangements,
weo find. They'll continue to
provide the resources and

‘we'll provide the manpower.

we all {eel there's a need lor

| this kind of club.*

Al present, the group Is
trying to reach out in Lwo
directions. They want new
Georgetown resldents to con-
tact them if they are interested
are

vice organizations to help
them set up information meet-

fngs.

“We don't know what's out
there," Mrs. Robsan said. *'We
hope there will be volunieers
from the social, legal, emer-
gency and health -service er-

- ganizalions who will be willing

tp come to a meeting and tedl
us what lhe town has to offer.
This would be an opportunity
for them 1o make themsclves
known to us. H they nced
valunteers, we wouldn't be
adverse to hearing them say
s0. We hope lo introduce peo-
ple to what's available and get
them involved in the commun-
ily as a community.”

ADLE TOMEET

Cathy Weldrick moved (rom
Montreal 1o Toronte and then
to Georgetown in  Oclober,
1978. She found she was able to
meet a few people through the
Y and her neighbors because
her two children were in schoal
and she had the time (o go oul.

- She knew of clubs for newcom-

ors in various gther communi-
ties and looked for one whern
she arrived in Geergelown.

““} was surprised therc
wasn't one,” she said. "You
have to get oul and try 1o mect
people or you can sit home
forever. The husbands and
children never have any prob-
lems because they are oul
cyery day and can’t help mieet-
ing people, 1t"s the housewile
at home, especially th~ ane

with small children, who feels

isnlated and needs others in

lhe same boat.”

Carol Pearson has three chil:
dren aged two to six and
aprees with Mrs. Weldrick.

“We arrived from Campbell-
ford the first of March and |
didn’l even meet my neighbors
unlil spring when we could get
aut and work in the yard,” she
recalled.

Doris Daley lives on the
Ninith Line, north of Glen
Williams, and painted out that
even though you have a cor
and the freedom from family
ties, it isn't always fun FOIng
places on your own, She moved
from Manireal jn December,
1978, and still felt like a strang-
er when the club held its first
meeting in August,

"All my neighbors were bu-
sy so they hadn'l time o keep
me company,” she said. “and
yau do have to be carcful who
you befriend.”

Roslyn Hartshorn said she
hadn‘t had the time yet 1o get
tancly when the club begen.
She and her family bod just
arrived [rom Montreal (wo
wecks before, but she went
anyway feeling that if she
didn't make the effort to get
nequainled with the commun-
ily, the commumnmty wouldn't
cume 1o her,

FRIENDLY PEOPLE
"The people here are very,
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EDITOHU'S NOTE: With Lbhis
inslallment, the first in
weekly series, The Herald is
picased to introduce u compre-
hensive eniertaining and [as-
cinaling review of this nows-
paper's 133-year history and of
tht evenis which led to ils
founding, The History of The
Herold has been graciously
compiled (or us by {ecal histor-
ian Rev. Hichard Ruggle, au-
thor of Down in the Glen and
otlier wrilings which offer
residents  an enthralling
glimpse of their community's
prist.

In the initial chapler' which
[ollows, Hev. Ruggle examines
the political und social climate
into which The' Herald and its
immediate predecessors were
burn.

By RICHARD E. RUGGLE

Genrgetown's first newspap-
er was a short-lived journal
called the Star, published by a
gentleman named 5.1, Jones.

Jones had come to George-
lown from Hamillon, where in
1858, he was working for a firm
of hook and jnb printers, J.W.
Harris ond Co. near liny
and Market Streels. At that
time, he was also agent for the
Torunta Globe, 2 Relorm (Lib-
eral) newspaper. In the same
year (1@58), the Reform party
sponsored the birth aof the
Hamiltun Daily Times. It hod
gond  advertising  patronage,
since mosl of the city's merch-
anls sympathized with the
Heform cause. Still, it had
difficulty geiting started, and
wenl throughh o number of
edilors and manpgers in its
infant years. Among these was
Mr. Jones, who in 1061 was &
co-owner of the Times. IE must
have been shortly afterwards
that he came to Georgetown.
(1},

The Star's printing office
was in a delached building on
Guelph Street, near the Chapel
Street  school, Here, C.W.
Young came as n lad, and
learned {o stick type under Mr.
Jones' tulelage. (2} Unlor-
junately, no copics of the Star
gurvive, but jt probably conti-
nued in the Reform platform ef
ils editor.

LESS VIVID

Young was also the George-
town correspondent for the
Canadian Champion {n Millen,
which had been founded in 1961
ns the successor 1o that town's
oidest paper, the Halton Jour-
nal: the Jourpal and the
Champion were bolh Reform
weeklics. But as the owners of
the Champlon changed, the

yery Friendly and the people in
lhe shops are friendly too, but
thal doesn’t keep the phene
ringing,” Mrs. Robson sald.
She and ber hushand came lo
Glen Williams in June.

“Same of us were lucky,”
Mrs. Hartshorn said. "“Our
company maved the whole
proup of us up here from
Montreal. Quite n few of us are
in the Bramoptun. Mississauga,
[.Eurge!uwn AreR S0 We cian
pick up the phone and call each
other. We all knew cach other
vaguely but we weren’t really
friendly until we came up
here. We bave each other o
we're really lonely one day,
hut olhers aren't thal lucky.”

The ladies hove a long list of
possible activities bul siress
that they are still In-u_l?{_’r_g far
cammunity participdbion.
They inlend 1o have one plann-
ed activity cach month. For.
Navember, it will be a day of
curling at the North Halton
Goll and Couniry club with
instructors on hand fo give
beginners sume pointers. They
have gone bowling and may
hotd & sleighride during the
winter so that the entire [zmlly
can be included, -

“We realize that some of the
pewcomers may be women
with young children, 50 we
arrange babysitting if it's
needed,'” Mrs. Pearson said.

“"We also know thal some

peaple may have trouble with
iransportation so we'll try o
arrange thal for people too, il
they call us,”

said.. “Even if it's just thal
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Mrs. Robson §

natural hesilation of walking |

inlod reom (ull a strangers, we
may be able lo offer a ride Lo
aeweomers whe are too shy to
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poper's colors became  less
vivitl. So when the secretary of
the Halton Alliance, W.D. Bro-
thers, joined with  Richard
White (who described himsell
as " proctical man'™) to start
up The Miiton Reformer in
1885 (the paper lusted until
1931), they proclaimed them-
selves to be “The Only IE-
FORM Newspaper published
in the Countly of Halton." (3}
ITaltanr must have boasted a
large Liberzal population then,

for the Reformer was regard-

ed as an echo of the old Hallon
MNOWS,

Nol enly did the papers of
that era My their colors; they
alsn aceused one another of
political bias. So the Relormer
charged in one article, 'How
Tory Newspapers Misrepre.
sent and Conceal the Trust',
while The Sun, a Conservalive
paper [ounded in Miltan in
1474, in turn casligaled the
Grit press, 4)

One of the great battle-
prownds was the Scott Act, by
which the County of Halton had
voled lself dry. A Preshyter-
ian minister, M.C. Cameron,
took a boycotting charge to
court, claiming from the pulpit
that ke had been refused a
horse atl every lHvery stable in
town because ol his leclures
apainst whiskey.

The rector of Grace Chureh
in Milton was on the other side
of the fepee, and when the

eome alone unless we bring )

them. "
NOCUT-OFF

The ladies have no cul-off |

fimie as Lo how long o resident
has lived in town and still
consiters himself a neweomer.
While some people can adjust
and fil inlo a community in a
malier of monlhs, others may

live there for several years )

and still have no friends.

*We are here for pnyone, no
matler how long e has lived
here, as long as he feels like o

newenmer," Mrs, Robson said. |

As members feel more ot
home and ccase lo be new-

comers, they will step back giige
and el newer members take BRSNS

over, the ladies said.

Anyone inlercsted in joining

the group, which bas about 18 -

members at presenl, may do
sa by contacting Joan Rebsen
(g77-0253), Roslyn Hartshorn
{877-8858), Doris Daley {(877-
giear, Carol Yeurson (B77-
5730), or Cathy Weldrick (677-
2052).
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a Georgetown street.

townspeople of St. Catharines
were about to decide the ilguor
issue by locel oplion under the
Scott Act, McKenzie, the rect-
or, wrole to them cimming that
Hallen had reaped no benefits
from its attempt to enforce
temperance. The Reformer
reporied, “he says a single
drunkard has no! been re
claimed...There is no danger
af lim ever reclalming a
drunkard, when he advoenles
ihe use of liguor that has this
effeet,” then twisted the knile
by pdding, “and he does not
forgel to practice what he
preaches.” 15)
SHORT-LIVED
It was in this atmosphere
that Issac Hunter founded The
Herald in Geprgetown in the
year 1866. The newspaper busl-
ness was precariows, and ma-
ny papers were short-lived,
Those” which survived oflten
wenl through o succession of
edilors and owners. Papers
were nlten linked to a parly, or
st least did not hesitale to
prociaim their political prin-
ciples. They sought thelr ad-
verlisers and thelr customers
throughout the length of the
counly - in 1868, The Herald
had local agents as {or away as
Oakville and Wellinglon
. Square (Burlington) - and
political sympathies oficn det-
ermined which paper o person
supported by advertising in or
by reading. But it was a

L]
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changing situalion,

Hy the end ol the cenlury,
local weeklics had become Less
porlisan, The few surviving
capics of The Herald from the
15th century betray no political
hias. In the 1868 list ol agenis
for the paper, however, the
only two whose polillcal alle-
glance 1 have n able lo
identiy - William Clay in
Norval and W.C. Bealty in
Omagh - were both Conserva-
tives. Soif the paper had a bias
at first, it would probally have
been o Tory bias, By the end of
the century, too, the papers’
markets had become more
incalized. So although it was
called the Halton Herald in the
lale 18605, it soon became The
Georgetown Merald. In these
uncertain times, ‘The Herald
was horn.

Relerencos:

g, Clty of Hamillon Directory.
1854 {Jones Is not lisied in he
1856 or ~1881 directorlest,
packground sheel on the
Hamilton TIimes fram the
viamilton Public Library. i
2 C.W. Young, “Reminiscencs al
Georgetown’, The H_erald, 2
June. 21 July 1930,

1 The Milton Retormer, Vol 1.
Mo, 1 5 Movember 18850,

4. The Miftan WReformers, 11
November 1885; The 3Sun
{Milton}, 7 June 1538

5. Canadlan Champlon, 5 AMay
1B8Y; The Milton Rolormer, 12.

NEXT WEEK: A defrocked
Methodlst minlster takes the
relng.

Members of the Newcomers Club are reaching ot to all new realdents of tawn who might
like to joln them bn getilng acqualnted with thelr new community. They also hope commuanlily

arganlzations will come forwerd and make themsely
her son David, 2, Doris Daley (rear left),
part of the club’s telephone commiliee W

groups.

es known to them.
Joan Robson, Roslyn Hartajjorn and Cathy Weldrick are
ho will welcome calls from newcomers or communlity

Carol Pearsoa, seated with

{Herald phota)




