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By MAGGIE HANNAN
Herald stalf writer

Wurking with children has
been n tradition f[or several
generations o the family of
Esme Ball, o Georgetown resi-
dent who has been instrument-
gl in establishing guide and
hrowiiie groueps, it school for
retarded children and several
entertalning library programs
in which she has found some vl
her tmost devoted fans and
admirers.

Mrs. Hall bepan working in
the Georgetown library in 1369,
telling stories to the little ones
and working wilth classes from
various schools at the request
of former librarian Marjore
MNazer.

“The library was closed in
the mmorning in those days,”
she recalls, “so 1 could work
there with clusses from va-
rious sehools, T tasught the
children w run the library
themselves., We worked on an
hener system, and in the cight
years 1 was with them, the kits
never lel me down.”

“h's amazing whal you can It was just the beginning of a ingt for the association and was i ‘::Tr‘ fii Po RTABLE &
liﬂ\'l-"ltlllkid‘i\-'-‘hl:i'i you F‘:t'l then four-vear shint v Q different o greal help o organizing =" _

aul of the classroam. If they
‘know they're on the level with
them, IU's amazing whal you
can get out of them, Teliing
storics was very much my
thing and the children enjoyed
them. They used to work on a

song through the week and - : G 4 . i i P R Usowve picked up and went as o and COLOURS
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place was full of kids.”
There's i standing joke a-
bout Mrs. Ball's age which
dates back to her earty days In
the library, when one of the
youngsters asked how old she
wits, Wilhout thinking of the
consetjuences she replicd she
wias JKL
HONOR SYSTEM
“He believed me,”  she
Laughs, *'T cottldn’t correct him
becpuse we had the hanor
system and we didn't he to
each ather, T just hadn't real-
lzed he wouldn't sev it as a Josd
hut he wis ton young la grasp
it s I had expected. ' in my

cleventh year al the library so
that's why I'm 111, | couldn’l
back down on it se 1 just have
lo keep adding every year.”

i 1976 Mrs, Cornwell asked
Mes. Ball o vrganize the
visiling library service amd she
has Deen busy with the project
sinee that Lime.

Although the serviee is often
s a6 being mainly for semor
citizens,  Mrs. Ball quickly
puints out that ils intention 1s
o serve anvone who can’t
comne ta lhe hibrary, She has a
handful of drivers and belpers
to run the service and without
these volunteers, the projec
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couldn't continue, The drivers
visil all the senior ¢itizens
residences, bringing buoks and
other materials o residents
vachweek and picking up what
was left the previous week,
[rivers et Lo Know Lhe people
they serve aud often slop Qo
“hal o few minutes wilh resi-
d- s,

The shul-in servive is actual-
Iv the fourth project Mrs. Ball
tackled sinee her arrival in
Canada in 1951, Her firsd
project was e revilalizalion
of Georgelown Girl Guides
14954,
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.. A lot of companies sell it . . . but what WE
! offer is a total energy savings package. Which
" makes us a leader in the business.

Call us and ask about our E.S.P.”’
*(Energy Savings Plan)

we look after our customers . .. totally.
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Gonrpe's  (Anplicany  church
wiis uver discussing tmy sund
Chiris' ehristening with me amd
e suppested thal 1 should 1
pelting e Girl Guides going
agtaniteat the church,” she says.
“Theree had been o Guide
campany here buot it had fallen
biv the wayside ™

sirs. Ball says she wenl
(o Marion Heed i Norval, who
ways The area Goide commis-
sioter At thot time, and with
her Belp, gol Lhings erganizacl.
shie had been a Guide hersell
as o younp gicl in BEagland, but
haed had no experivnce leading
A Erip.

BROWNIES, TOD

“We earned oor vwn -
forms,"" she sayvs. “The girls
Laught me more [han B laught
them

The fOrst Guide  company
eventually grew so large @
second nnewias lormed, Then o
Nrownie pack woas formed [or
the younger girls. She even-
twally pave it up in 1958,

‘That was nol the end of her
interest in chitdren, however.

children's projecl.

A friend of Mrs. Ball's
helonged (e a supporl groupfor
retarded children in Guelph,
amd pot ber invelved. Belore
che kpnew it, she had became a
member of the Mailton associa-

tal living with youngsters and

discovering  just  whal  was

dvailable to them.

i disturbed Mrs, Ball lo s
Hallon voungsters | going 1
cehwal in a “dreadiyl gar Qe
place’” n Milten because there

wan v better [acilily avanuble
hepe Geopgetewn gnd Acton
children didn't even bave thal
swbrer],

“1 think part of il stemined
fronps Uhe fac L Lhat §wos so glad
Christapber was a normal
wonsigater,” she says, U dadn
think it was Lier that he should
vt Uos lovely oew buibding
o gt EPark Schou!s and the
retatded kids were stuck an
s converted parage.”

It wann't Jung before the
Nilton association wanled to
Kevorw w Bal coulad be dong atxul
startingy  an association
Georpetown. A pilol  group
begaty giving ks on mental
repardation to anyune inlerest-
gl

About he samae Lime it was
decided that fundraising peo
jeets were needed sinve plins
wore unterway Lo build whal js
o Sunshine  School  near
Horoby althouph at that point,
there was no sile picked for it

CENTRAL SITE

Mrs. Ball savs Peggy Trea-

by became interested in work:

achivilivs to raise Tumds. She
steppred into Mrs. Hall's shoes
when the Ball Tamily went to
wew Aealand in B2,

“lorpest wanloed to see he
ather side of the world belure
he turned 40, Mrs, Ball says,

Sunshine school was open by
the ime the Balls returned (o
Cienrgelown in 1964 and since
Alrs. Treahy was doing an
exeellent job with the retard-
e, Mrs. Ball Telt there was no

pea-t] Lo retuen ber altenlion T
Uil wurk.

ot Tove years belween her
return from New fealand and
startipge ber work ot the he-
hrary, Mres. Ball did a4 lol of
studying. For her it was fun
rather than work. She receivisd
ber doctor of phulsophy degree
frenn Oxford in 1976 and has
sl recently returned  (rom
Fagland  aller prescoting o
paper for the  Internatwonad
Year of the Cluld.

L odon't know what comes
next,”” Mrs, Ball chuackles, “Fd
hke Lo do fomily low evenlual-
Iv but not for oo winle, I'd just
ik o be o cabbage for o
while."

HESTRICTIONS
“Eale has gane slep by step
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for mae aned [ve bheen cnormuous-
v lueky,” Mrs Ball com-
meenky. This house was onge of
the first ones we visited social-
v and [ always loved iU The
valley behind us and the goll
course have beepn my Ulopia,
The ' re my quict places, ]
eojoy readimg, music, fiowers,
bugs. 1hike to be out of doors;, |
ke cross country skiing al-
though 1'm not very pRood al it
L just like 1o be outdoars, TF Pm
addicted Lo anything, it's the
sup 1 run arodnd the lrack in
the park every day. When 1 get
o [ think “well, that wasn't
biad for semcone who's 11477
HLEGHE POINTS

M. Ball recalls one of the
tnph points of her years 6.
Georgetawn occurred several

years apo when she received a
card frum one of the Kids wha
usedd to visit her with his class
e library. He had felt Town
antd sent her a letler from his
aiew home, The letter wos
addressed 1o M. O, bad no
stammp atd was stidl debivered
direethy 1o her withoul dilficut-
£y,

1 taught the children that 1
win Mrs, ‘round ball” (she
makes o circle with her arms)
aned that's how they always
sent me letters frum  their
class,” she says. "Thal's when
vou know you're part of Lhe
comarnunity; when the mail
arrives addressed like thol and
atit! the postmen knew exaclly
who to bring I lo”

.

\.-
\'a

__.ul'-—-"""':'_-—"—

-

f—r -

4" a4 ey
bl Phakla

==—""_-5 BLACK & WHITES

. BRAMPTON COLOUR

FULLY

CONSOLES

RECONDITIONED

& SOUND

W.
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Check the yellow tags for more in-store specials
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ids find a friend and ally in ‘Mrs. 0" §

CALL BERYL CARTER - 877-6931

ARMSTRONG AVENUE, GEORGETOWHN
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~ SUNKIST

Traction on ice without studs—and more!

The Fa2 All-Winter Radial is the e that Goodyear built to take on the ravages of winter
and got you lhrough sately 1t porforms 5o welt that we call it " The lce Radal™.

Why does this lce Radial perform so well on icy roads? The secretis in the special rubber
compound that stays ' bendable - even at below freezing temperalures —10 corform 1o
icy road surfaces. ;

This is Goodyear's inest raction tirg, buill tough walh Flexten cord belts - pound for pound
strongor than steel. [talso has a unique read design wilh hundreds ol biting edges for raction
gn ico as woll 25 1IN SNOW

Get a parr of Goodyear lce Radials for your car today, and dnve with conlidence.

GEORGETOWN TIRE SALES LTD.
| 26 Gueiph St. ~ 877-1535

~ GEORGETOWN

140 GUELPH ST.

-‘-#-Hﬂ!ﬂ-—d——-—-“-*—-"----'.‘_—
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