. .ﬂ--.-m'-l-\..'rl".n."'..—-"l'h,'i"i-f*- " -_r - =T -

-

Page 34 -THE HERALD. Wedaesday, November 1. 1978

-

Upper Canada Village a living museum

Costumed craltspeople, like Marlon

[

demonsirollng kow the early settler lived

Ontario’s history ls being
taken down from the book
shelves, dusted off and
brought to life, thanks to the
interpreters, guides and
craftspeople atUpper
Canada Village.

Hislorical museums, like
Upper Canada Village (11.3
km or 7 miles easl of Morris-
burg, Ontario}, offer visitors
a rare glimpse of Canada’s
carly ploneer period.

At the village, the plank
sidewnlks are [ined with mid-
joth-century hnmes, mills,
shops, & tavern, church and
schoal. Inside ite buildings,
antique furnishings and
other veluable items are ©n
display. Horse-drawn car-
ringes travel the gravel road-
ways, lcams of oxen plow the
fields. and barges navigale
the small channel 1hal runs
thcough the village.

But Upper Canadn Village

s more than a histerical
museum, For three seasons a
year, the village brings
Ontario history to life,
Dressed pionecr-siyle --

{ConAa

women in bonnets and long
skirls, men in hats and long-
steeved shirts - the village
staff of 175 explains and
demonstrales how carly selt-
lers lived and worked.

Wendy Evans, onc of the
museurn's four curalors,
said there are certain gquabi-
lics she looks for in the men
and women she hires as
guides. inlerpreters and
rraflspeople.

#1 like p big smile, because
Lhat tells me the person will
work well with the public,
and 1 look [or someane who is
alerl and interested In
history.”

Abaut 340,000 visitors from
aliover the world tour Upper
Canada Village every yoar.
On a busy summer day. {the
village is open spring, sum-
mer and fall} as many as
6500 visitors will pass
through the gates. :

Sa it's also important lo
Wendy that she  selecls
employees who feet comfort-
able, confident and compos-
ed when working wilh large
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Hart, bring Ontarlo’s htﬂ.uga to life by

and worked,

crowds.

“T Iry 1o hire someone who
won't gel flustered when
thousands of people walk
past and ask the same quest-
iops aver and- over,” she
explained. **Tt takes someone
wilh stamina and patience.”

Once Lhe pecple are hired,
they're seni for training. Far
three days in May, they mecet
with veteran village empley-
ces (some have worked there
16 years) [or a serics of

workshops, seminars, dis-

FARMERS’

dinn Guvernmc;tl Olfice of Tourlsm Photo}

cussions and lours. They also
study ocommunications tech-
niques ta help them work
more effcelively with the
public,

All guides, interpreters
and ecraltspeople are well-
versed in the history ol
Ugper’ Canada Viltage and
the era if represcnls.,

village staff are pleasant,
engier to assist and helpful.
Each employee is a well-
spring of informalion, carry
ing a long list of facts and

HOLIDAY

10 ““SUNNY JAMAICA”
Jan. 28th-Feb. 8th, 1980

Tour Loader: Heary Staniey
(Agr. Rep lor Hatlan County}

Seall!

aantego Bay and Ared -- 4 days....0cho Rigs -+ 5 days. and
Finat 7 days In the Kingsion area,

Tours combined with holldays to cover most of this lush,

very productive 1s1and,

‘Ses:
See:
Lo
S

Banana -- cocoa, calfes and pineapple plantations. -
The growing of rate splces, »

Huge sugar cane plantations and supgar mills,

Huge beef caNtie ranches and dairy farms.

Days ofl to enjoy the white sand a beaches and the strow

markeis elc.

Tour ptices $895.00 ... BoOk carly with:

CLAIRE BURT TRAVEL

21 QUEEN $T. E., BRAMPTON, Ontario LAW IP1
Phone: (414) 45t-4944 (Collect if Heooassary)

details about the village, But
if a visitor asks something
the stafl member can't
answer immediately, he or
she will do a little research
and let the visitor know by
feticr.

#ar the past two summers,
Rarbara Saddler has worked
as an Interpreter in the ene-
room schop) house. Sitling
behind her wooden  desk,
equipped with quill pen, slate
and schoo) beil, Barhara
cxplains to visitors what edu-
cation was like more than a
century ago.

Ontaric's early scheol days
are of parlicular interest to
Barbatra because when she's
not working at Upper Canada
Village, she's leaching grade
gschool in Pelerberough,
Ontario.

What Barbara enjoys most
about her jeb are the inte-
resling guestions.

uehildren are curious
about the lenglh of the school
day back then and the kinds
of punishment naughly kids
received,”” she explained.
Adults a5k mosi about teach-

Thursday
EFriday
Lalurday

ers’ salaries”.

Marian Hart, o craftsper-
son who has been working at
the village since 1961, spins,
weaves and dycs wool just as
carly settlers did.

with spinning wheel ol
hand, Marion shows visitors
the care and work Lhat carly
Onlario residents undertook
when making clothlng and
handerafts,

“{ am lucky lo be delng
something I enjoy. In all the
years U've been doing this,
I've pever found il bering. In
{nct, I dothe same thing for a
habby at home.”

Marion Hart, Barbara
Saddler and the rest of the
Upper Canada Village stall
are reaching oul a friendly

,hand to visitors by inviling

«them to  participate in
Ontario’s living histery.

«+ For gencral infermation

~aboul Conada's many hislo-
ric musecums or Canoda as a
tenvel destination conlact the
Canadinn Government Olfice
of Tourism, Oltawa, Canada,
K1A OHS.

Boaking with Roos Traval is one thing, Aftar you lend we will
further assist to help you anjoy a great haliday, from booking
a hotel for a few nights to arranging a Ronta-Car to get you

© to your holiday dettjination, Next fyne you are planning &
trip ot Root Travel Agancy make the arrangemeants.

ROOSs TrAVEL agendcy

208 QUELPH 5T GEORGETOWN, ONT L7G 4RI  TEL,877.0138




