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Local Cancer society

By LORI TAYLI)R
Mlerald stalf writer

The Halton Hills branch of
the Canadian Cancer Soclely
ia in desperate need of people
who have some time to give,

The people of Hallen EHills
have been generous in the past
with- financial scpport of
cancer research and services
e cancer  palients, Now
residents have the opportunity
o assisl cancer’ palienls by
directly becoming  volunleer
drivers.

Merry Little, chuairman of
the gerviee Lo patients comiil-
tee of the cancer sociely, said
the socicty needs ot Teast six
drivers, "bul we'll lake any
number we can gel.”

“The more drivers we have,
the less they have to drive,”
Mrs. Little said.  Last year,
drivers in Halton Hills made
758 single trips, and drove
31,620 miles transporting
patients o various lreatment
centres in Toronte, fecause
Hulton Hi'ls is relatively close
to the cancer Crcatment
cenlres  in the city, it s
possible for the patients 1o ive
at home while receiving their,
treatments.

The Herald tatked 1o Cynthia
Green, a volunteer driver, and
Jean Simmons, o cancer
patient who had 60 radiation
trealments, one a day, five:
days a week, and was uble to
live at hnme while petting
treatment, because of the ser-
vices of the volunteer drivers.,

Mrs. Green was transport-
ation convenor [or five ycars
for the halton Hills branch of
the cancer sociely, and she is
stil} a volunteer driver. She
ariginally answered an adver-
tisement in tie Herald for
volunteer drivers.

There is no selection process

---------------------------------

for voluntecr drivers, Mrs.
{Green said.

“1{ sumebody volunleers, we
accept them gratefully,” she
said. Flowever, drivers should
have snsuranee coveragoe on
their car, because while the
society has inserance to cover
injuries  suffered while a
volunteer dover is  driving
patients, there is oo insurance
to cover damagpe to the vehicle,

Mrs. Green said she is still
a volunteer driver because
“you feel you're really doing
something.  You feel youre
really helping, and it gives you
a really good fechog 7

The drivers are pad mileage
expenses af 20 cenls o mile, hu!
receve no paymen! for their
fime A trigmay beover in two
hours, or 1 may lake adl day,
depending on the mmter nf
pativnts and the type of Ireal-
ment.

1 feeol ﬁmtt}' abtwant taking
that,”” Mrs. Green saud.
“Same drivers don’t lake i,
hut wilh gas prices the way
they are, you pretty well have
o Some of the drivers toke
the cheques, bul they make a
substantial donation to the
cancer sociely.”

(ancer palienis receive
treatment gl Princess  Mar
paret Hospital, Teronln Gen
vral or Sick Children’s Hos-
pital as a rule,

“When it's a child, you feel
sad about it, bul al the same
time, you [eel anything you
can do 1o help and make them
a5 vomfortable as possible is
all to the good,” Mrs. Green
said.

1t makes me f(eci I should
not complain about anything,”
she added. “1've had palients
sav they (eel the siime way,
that wien they go down to the
hospital, they're nrevous and
worpied about themselves, bul
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BLOOD DONORS

Organizers of the Red Cross Blood Doner Clinie
being held in Holy Cross suditorium next Monday belween
1:30 and &:45 p.m. are hoping Georgelown resldents wiil
turn oul in sufflclent numbers (o offsel a crisis sltuation
whlch has developed In the Metro arca Red Cross blood

bank.

Officinls ¢laim the present shortage [s the worsi
since the beginnlng of volunicer blood clinles. Only
emergency and essentlal surgery con be performed at
Metro hospltals and Tled Cross Is appenling to everyone
ellgible to attend tocal clinics. Although all types of blood
arc in demand, O blood Is especlally needed since it Is the

gstl common Iype.

Four Metro hospltals require A posllive and O
poslitive blood for 57 open heart surgery operations
Jchtdulcd for the immediole future. A npegatlve, AR
posltive and B poslifve are also much in demand.

Ta meet daily needs and stabllize reserves, clinics
regqulre 1,000 donors o day for al [east iwp weeks.
Georgelown denors usually supply at [cast ball of one

dny's requirement,

------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Ly
LR

Tl R AT ITF R

Lo Tam Baara A LY AT R

g b ah e i
Fap e e MRy SRR 5 I

T L I TN TR P WRITEE N T i R
=y i .

Dl L] L
= =

when they see how badly off
some people are, iU makes
thern realize how well off they
are.’”

Mrs. Green said as s rele,
patients  tend to e more
talkalive on e trip fo the
hospual for treatmoent and less
interested in conversation an
Ahe way home. She said she
asks them whether or not they
world like the radio on and she
looks [or same pleasanl s,
“although there isn'l much on
(he cadur anymore™

“Generally people tell me
the doctor pives them o good
report, and 1've anly had one
lady who was really upsct
when shie got a bad report.”
Mra Groeen sad,

The paticnts somelimes
don’t feel well pfler o treat-
ment, parlicolarly towards the
end of a course af 1realments,
AMrs. Green said, and on the

‘way back they just want lo

gost..

Usually @ driver will have
more than one patienl going
down at a timme, and they lend
to cheer each olher up, and
keep their morale up, Mrs
Green said.  The  palienls
usually put on a goed front,
and they ton’l often talk about
{heir fears aboul the disease,
she said,

vMost of them are hopefol
she snid, 10 makes a2 read
diffecence if you've gol o
pusitive ottitude. T know a
lady who was told in 1971 that
she had a year tolive, but she's
still here, still fighting.”

Mes, Green said if the pa-
tients have 1o wait for another
patient te conclude his or her
treatmuent, she will olten try
to take them away [(rom the
hospital atmosphere, §f they
feel up to it Unce, during the
warm weather, she and two
patients wenl lo the Allen
Gardens. At other times, they
will visit 1he Indjie at Princess
s{aorporet Hospital, where
there is a library, a pool room
and a cafelerin where tea,
coffee and other refreshments
arc served.

Towards the end of a pa-
tient's series of treatments,
they begin to feel 11, Mrs.
Green said, and  this can
become distressing.

"“1 don't like to sev people
feeling ill, but at the same time
1 know 'm helping them,” she
said. Yoo know they aren’t
poing (o look well by the cnd of
the treatment, bul veu know
thal's going to change.”

Yes Greensand the pahients
are fer the most part very apen
in expressing heir apprecia-
tinn of the drivers’ efforts, and
she receives cards and lelters
from patients with whom she
has become fricndly.

One of those patients wilh
whom she is still in conlact is
sirs, Jean Symons, who learn-
ed in the fall of 1975 that she
had eancer of the ovary., 1975
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was neit o pumsd vear for qMrs
Symaf, a9 she hod Bl o
hearl altack earker an 1he
sear,  The  Lredlneols she
reveved  far cancer tuok i
greater toll on her bzt Vhan
st cancer puitents

A1 Tirst Lthey thougtht Bowas
pregnant, bul after whitlee,
they decided they Better Lry
comme surpery, amd they s

rovere] cancer, I had @
hystereclomy il then o
cepiees of radiahon Ereal-

menls, M. Symons said.

Alrs  Sylmons had 68 Lreat-
ments m all, one @ day. five
iays a0 wick, for over three
months. The treatments werye
supposed te st for only three
inonths, bt Mes. Symons Wis
admaitted o hospital around
Christmas, 1975, because her
platelet count was down. Shwe
had two weeks off [rom the
treatments winle she was in
the hospilal, and o fow days
alter she returned home.

Mrs. Symons sawd that over
the thiree  months of  Lreat:
pvenit s, she hzd had 17 different
drivers driving  through  the
winter weather.

1 ddun't know what [ wnouid
have domes withomn them, Be
cause Twasn't well cnough o
tnke a bus)”" she said. UMy
family wasn't able lo Lake me
alb the Lime,  They took me
when they could. They Lok
lurns, and 1 bad (e rely on the
drivers the rest of the tiime.”

AMrs  Byvinois canlirmed
wihizg) Mrs Groeensind, Thad 1he
matients fike to have someond
1 talk to on the way Lo the
treatment cenlre, but that they
prefer to rest quietly on Lhe
way hame,

1 think il helped to talk.
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The drivers ssere pfomed thitl
valy " Mres. Symons said - I
vou wanbed o tadk, they'd
haten U6 not, il was okay,"’

e drivers were really
pomsch, " she anlded T They were
very abbgtm amd belpful”

Loy snnick, Twasn'l very
cheerful,” Mrs, Symons saaud
when asked i she tred to Keep
upr ol feont T tensd, but
s kil oo baod te bee chweerful
al o tine like that”

R o SO ot e lgtht,
she s “It's hard somes
Htes, your gel s depressed
when you pel sick &

Ay Sxoenons sindd she recalls
4 period when she was hving
prr s pasched epEo oo day,
Beestisee ot wis atl she could
eal There vame a point swhere
e wepthed andy 85 pounds,
aml she dudn’t have much
strenpth, She said she lost
come of her hoir durnng the
richialion therapy, bul sinee
her haie was thick, the loss was
faarely noliceable
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“There s nothine you can do
exer! Keep wogr li-a-m tay tn
oy M Ssipetacsand. UYou
really appreciste things miore,
ke o Beaulilul day”

e weather wirs s bogd
she continued, “"but the drivers
el pub anyway, They didn't
miss o day L omakes o
dilfference e the progiiess uf
your trealment, to gel in thors
every thay,

A Gireen Wan Very fce
o me,” Mrs Svimony Said
“They  were  all mier, 1

remctnber, whien [ws petting
rides, there wos o pirl who
] Bhe was only aboul 20
vears old, and  she'il been
married for o year, The
palwnts were  really  uppradt
abterat il and the drivers were
to T

ol b foutr vears o in
February that Mrs, Svimions
cotnpleted her treatmends, and
shee pines back regutarly for
check-ugs,  somnelimes  being
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needs volunteer drivers

doven by canoer sogiely
volunteer

¥ el s nervous when |
v e Lo g down for chueek-ups,
1 tute pomg dewn, but thal's
the unly way o hove @
vhanee,” Mrs. Symons siaid,

Sl very apprecialive of
whial the dowvers have done for
mie "t she soud. They were
really kind 10 me ™

ot mmakes all the diference
i the world when you cah
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COMPLETE BEAUTY STUDIO
We'll Moke You Look Great This Faill

FALL HOURS:

Tucs, & Wed: ¥ -4:30
Thyrs: 9.7:00; Fri: 9-6:00; Sat: B-3:00

1 = e, el dig” A m

come home 10 your family at
night alter your treatinent,
rather than stoying in | the
hospital, " Mrs. Symons said.
“Thal way you don't have s0
mach Lime te think ™

Anvane who would like to
volunleer 1o drive cancer
palients can contact-service 10
patients  chairman Merry
Little ot 4776255, or lrans-
porlalibn convenor Nureen
MeFithone at B877-1649.
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877-1601

Look whos stealing
your electricity. -

A stove exhaust fan filter clodded with drease
and grime makes the fan motor work longer
and harder to draw air through. Just scaking
the filter in mild soap or detergent will fix
this energy waster.

Use Energy Wisely

Tune-up, clean up. It's simple.
that are clean and well-cared for last longer .
and use less electricity. Over the long run,
you can save money on appliance replace-
ment. And of course, the less enerdy you
waste, the more dollars you save.

Appliances

Grease and burnt-on food really reduce

your oven's efficiency. A clean oven |

works better and uses less electricity.

Try putting tin foil on the oven bottom.

[t catches bits of foed and grease for easy
cleaning and it's a good heat reflector too.

Don't waste your energy.

ontario hydro

HY3-5732

natural gas?

costs down.

tighter control.

For natural gas dryers, matching washers, competi-
tive prices and the kind of service you expect from

Maytag, Inglis and Simplicity make beautitul,
hard-working clothes dryers. Natural gas makes
them even more atiractive, by keeping operating

At Union Gas Appliance Cenires, you can
see the widest selection of gas dryers available.
With all the features you'd want on a dryer, such as
programmed automatic drying. And models with -
electronic ignition to keep your energy costs under even

Union Gas, give us a tumble.

*bascd on independent testing of average load at current natural gas rales.

NATURAL GAS DRIES FOR
ABOUT 4°A LOAD!* '

Don't you just love the low energy cost of
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QEORGETOWN, 56 Main Street Scuth. 877-3921
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What can warm and friendly gas
do for you today?

S DRYER?
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