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It’s now time
for action

Gee, we thought you'd never
ask.

We're referring to town
councillor Marilyn Serjeantson's
questions at last week's planning
board concerning the status of the
Focal Properties negotiations.
Coun. Serjennison ex
disillusionment with the status of
negotiations concerning the con-
troversial subdivision. She
reminded the board that many of
the town counciilors ran eir
clection campuigns, almost a vear
ago, with the promise to resolve the
long debated issue.

Board choirman Mike Arm-
strong told her the ball Is now in
Focal’s court and maintained it is
up to the developer to get back to
the town with another proposal for
the subdivision, While it may in-
deed be Focal's turn to come
forward, until the Issue is resolved
it will always hang omineusly over
the heads of the town council and
planners.

Council must find a way to
press the negotiations to a con-
clusion. To let the issue remain
unresolved makes any kind of
planning in this community vir-
tually impossible.

Coun. Serjeantson is right

essed her:

on Focal

when she advocates re-cpening
discussion of local sewage
allecation and the Focal issue in
general. While Coun. Armstrong
says the town's position has not
chanlied during this term of office,
it is this very position that has lead
to the issue remaining unresolved.
Perhaps the board should take
Coun, Serieantson’s advice and
hold a serious discussion of the
Focal issue. This would help the
current councillors add new input
to the debate and even possibly
come up with a solution. 1t is also
certainly time for an in-depth
updating of the complete status of
negotiations with Focal.

Considering that Bruce
McLaoughlin recently went on
record saying the Focal issue was
on the verge of being resolved we
wonder why there has been so little
sald about the project recently,

And if “behind the scenes"
negotiations are taking place,
certainly, cpunciilors ﬁke Ms.
Serjeantson should be aware of
them,

The time has definitely come to
clear the air, once and for all,
around the Focal issue, A planning
board meeting might just be the
best place to start.

Hockey ban

is a mistake

We're sorry to see the
Georgetown Minor Hockey Support
Group (GMHSG) restate their ban
against two little girls, Alson Ir-
vine and Carolyn Grashy from
playing hockey on boys’ teams.

GMHSG members argued
that if they allowed the girls to
play, the local hockey association
would lose its affillation with the
Ontario Minor Hockey Association
(OMHA) and thus be banned frem
tournaments and other inter-
province play.

This was given as the main
reason for not ullnwin[i the young
girls to play at a level of hockey

. and coaching most suited to their

abilities on a boys team.

While we can understand the
parents’ concern by simply using
‘the OMHA as & reason to not allow
the young girls to play, in effect,
rt for the asscciation’s

position. Otherwise the GMHSG
should have at least said they

would only ban the girls under
protest.

They could take steps
available to them as members of
the OMHA to try and see the policy
rescinded. They should also file a
protest with the provincial

government stating oppositiontoa

recent court ruling upholding the
legality of the ban.

As the Toronto Star said in an
editorial about this issue, if it's the
law, then change it.

__Others have argued against
girls playing on boys minor hockey
teams saying the girls would likely
EE injured playing against the

0yS.

Yet, if the girls are forced to
pPlayin the girls league, they'll be
Elaymg girls up to 14 years of age.
We think th,;y’re less likely to get
injured playing against boys their
own age. And we're told the two
girls certainly held their own
against male players last year on

s' teams. :

Both Alision and Carolyn are
talented enough to play in the boys
league. We think that falent should
be the only criteria in question.

Boys hockey in this country is
better organized, with greater
access to ice time. These YOung
girls deserve the opportunity to
play at a level which contributes
most to the development of their
hockey skills as well as be the most
satisfying for Lhe youngsters.

If the GMHSG will not let the
girls plays, they should at least try
and get the rules changed for the
future.

A warm welcome
to Boat People

Halton Hills chdo mddg ctc

""In Viettamese that means
welcome and we send out & warm
welcome to the first Vietnamese
family to arrive in Georgetown.
Nghiep Cun Tasan, his wife and his
prents ended their exodus from
their beleagured homeland this
month arriving safely at the home
of Reverend and Mrs. John De
Jong of Georgetown,

The De Jong's are just one of
many local familles and groups
involved in sponsoring the Viet-
namese refugees and we aiso

tﬂni atulate them on their hard
work. We suspect few things could
have been more satisfying to the
localfaraily thar o see the faces of
the refugee fami{iq when they were
reunited after their treacherous
odyssey safe at last, in the De Jong

home.

The Halton Hills Boat People
sponsors still need help. They
require funding, furniture, tran-
slation services among other
things. For those unable to sponsor
a family but still Interested in
helping in some way, call Don Long
at 877-7010 for details.
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PM Clark should consider
backing down on Petro-Can

By Stewart
i MacLeod

Ottawa Bureag
of The Herald

Considering the difficulties
encouniered by Prime Minister Joe Ciark
in the implementation of his campaign
promises - the Israel embassy move and
the proposed $2 billion tax cut being the
most notable - perhaps §t isn't surprising
Ihat he's determined to pursue the so-
called privatization of Petro-Canada,

He probably feels he can't enter
another election campaign without some
of his major promi being Implement.
ed, and it's a sure bet that such commit-
menls as the embassy move and the tax
cul won't be In place by then. But the
privatization, or at least the partiai
privatization of Petro-Conaoda |s a
praciical possibility and the Clark
government witl probably pounce on it.

And if 1his declsion is made, there s
no doubl that the government can
succeed. Both the Liberals and the New
Democrats boast that they will fight to the
finish to prevent such o move, bul we all
know where that finish line is. It is on the
safe side of an election, that's where.

RO ELECTION
As popular is thelr Petro-Canado
cause may be, nelther the Liberals ner the
New' Democrats want an early election -

an election which would almost certainly
see lhe return of the Tury government,
perhaps with a majority. Before anather
clection is called, the New Democrats
desperately need an infusion of cash, and
there are.a good many Liberals who feel
that their party, before going back 1¢ the
peopie, needs a new infusion of leadership.
I's worth noting that shortly after Liberal
energy critic Marc Lalonde said his party
would fight the Tory proposais "with
every means at our disposal,' that 10
Liberals found it necessary to miss a
crucial commons vole on Lthe question.

It will happen agaln and, if necessary,
Dgain.

No, there 15 no doubt (hat Clark,
despite all the brave challenges from the
opposition, has a free hand o do prelty
well what he wanis with Petro-Cangda,
And now that he has a task foree report
recommaonding partial privatization he
probably wiil follow this course,

Originally, Clark had pledged to
dismantle Petro-Canada, o crown-agency
he once described as a “turkey". But afler
this the organization began gaining in
popularity, as Canadians, with svme good
reasons, worried about overseas (fue!
supplies being left in the hands of
multi-national corperations, And, besides
this, Petro-Canada was becoming involy-
ed in some worthwhile oil discaveries,
Public epinion polls indicated that an
overwhelming majority of Canadians
wanted the ageney left alone,

The Clark government established a
task force on the subject, just as il
appointed a one-man commission o find

an escape route from that demb proposal

lo move the Canadian embassy in Isracl.
x ESCAPE ROUTE
The task force, 1o the surprise of no

ane, came up with a complicated scheme
that would permi! the governmen! fo
implement ils privatization pledge while
maintaining a Crown agency lo negotiate
slate-do-siate contraclts for oll, and to
promuole exploration in high-risk arcas of
the country.

Pelro-Canada would, inelfect, be split
inlo two, with Canadians being given
shares in the profitable side while the
gavernment pumps lhe necessary funds
mto the other side to encourage
exploration, research and other
immediately-unprofitable ventures. We
wouldn’'t even have to buy shares in the
profitable side of Pelro-Canada; the task
forec sugpested that they be disiributed te
Canadians free of charge,

Actually, the task force provides the
government with a remarkably easy
method of implementing its campaign
promise, And with little fear from the
vppasition warnings, Prime Minister
Clark will probably go along with the
recomimendations. :

It could be a massiye blunder. Petro-
Canada, os it sionds, seems Lo be a highly
cllicient and popular enlity, operaling
elfectively and profitably on behalf of its

present shareholders, which happen to be

the lnxpayers of Canada. Apart from
fuihilling a questionoble campaign
promise, it's difficull to sce how the
dismemberment of Petro-Canada could
fll any useful purpose.

Since there is some reason te believe
ihal Joe Clark's campaign promises had
little 1o do with his clectoral success -
they might even have been a lability ~
and since Petro-Canada seems te be doing
just fine 1he way it is, the prime minister
might well be advised to swallow his pride
and move on to more important things.

Energy conservation gets lost

during current fuel crunch

By Derek
Nelson

(lucen's Park Bureau
of The Herald

TORONTO - Encrgy debates in
Ontario have a kind of cthereal quality
aboul them, as lhough the politicians were
shadow-boxing ralher than coming to
grips with the real problems,

Oflen they debate palicies and Issues
aver which Onfario has no conirol, and
litnited inflluence, such as Petro-Can.

Other limes they attempt to defend
positions, like opposing world price for il
fmeaning %0 per cent or so of Chicago
pricel, long ago abandoned by almost
¢veryone else, :

Al] three pravincial parties de it, ana
on world price in particular they sound
like Tweedledum, Tweedledee, and
Tweedlededum.

Yel the same day this week they
subjected the legistature to six hours of
such debate on energy policy, the recl
decislons were being made overseas.

Twomore OPEC countries announced
production cuibacks, and since Canada
imports 20 per cent of 115 0il we are botind
to be affected eventually.

PAVIS VIEW

Premier Willlam Pavis can make a
moving (and valid) plea for a national
distribution of oil and natural gas profits

rather-than the parochial selfishness so -

obvious in Alberta,
But Davis did not talk about the
pravince’s awn energy document which

culls for holding the line on provincial per
capita oil consumption by 1985,

In an oil-short world that is nol onty 2
worthy goal il is an absolute necessily.

Worse, with OPEC nations not just
Jacking up the price of oil, but restricting
its {low, we likely don’t ha*-e until 1965 to
slop increasing use.

This time next year the Western world
could be facing severe oil shortages, and
Saudi Arabia is unlikely to rescue us two
winters running.

ALL IGNORED

Neither Davis, nor Liberal Leader
Stuart Smith, nor NDP Leader Michael

Cassidy even touched on that threat.

We musl restrict oil consumption in
Untarioand, while it might be nice to do it
eradually over the next half-decade, in
fact we might have 10 do it fast and quick
nexl autumn,

Only two methods of rationing come to
mind, the obvious being the wartime kind
of coupen system even though that always
produces corruption tand this summer
Rovernmen! allocation of oil supplics in
the ULS. actually failed).

The other means is 10 roisc prices.
NOTSURE

While some people {like Davis ano
Cassidy) aren’t convinced higher prices
will restrain consumplien it scems
unlikely that a basic law of economics can
o¢ repealed so casily. .

Smith made the point that if one
opposes @ price increase then one musi
support mandalory  conservation
measures and government investment in
alternatives to oil,

But restraining ofl consumption in
that manner requires a long lead time to

transform the cconomy, time we probably

don't have.

1t is this that gives a touchof unreality
to much of 1he energy debale here.

Even the pood ideas - Davis on
national oil profits, Smilth on
conservatien, Cassidy on resewables -
tend o become last when we face such an
overwhelming need to curb cur ol
crsumption,
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Halton’s
History

From our files

FLASHFIRE

TIIRTY YEARS AGD-A flash (ire
which broke out in the heme of Roy
Wiggins on Victorla Street un Saturday
afterooon did extensive damage to the
interior of the house and endangered the
life of o sleeping boby in a crib beside the
kitchen stove. The lire staried when Mrs,
Wiggins turned on the electric stove ond is
believed 1o have been caused by a piece of
paperigniting. A sirong wind was blowing .
at the titne and the fire raced through the
one-storey house with lncredible specd.
Mrs. Wiggins received minor burns in
rescuing her nicce, 17-month-old Linda

"Murrow from the erib,

The lockl contracting firm of J.B.
Mackenzie and Son has started building
operalions in Glen Williams for the new
three-reom school which will replace the
old school which collapsed last summer
during excavations for a planned addition,
The contract, at a price of $55,847, was
awarded lo the Mackenzie firm by the
sthool board. The school witt be ready for
use in March. Meanwhile, classes are
meeting In St Alban's Parish Hall and in
the United Church Sunday School room.

FIRST SNOW

TWENTY YEARS AGO--Halton's
population as of Seplember 30th, 1559,
stands at a record 106,017, county asscssor
tred Hogers reported last week, The
figure is an increase of 10,4M over last
year, and represents the biggest one-year
iut::;r:nse in the history of the county, he
Sa0.

A skilf of snow on Tuesday heralded
the faet that winter is fast approaching
and the *pul 'em on' season Is with us
again. A few cars going through iown also
showed snow signs from up country.

“The new gymnatorium should not be
losked upon in the community as a plate
for public, semi-public or private
tances,” was the opinion of high school
principal J.L. Lambert as the high schogl
board sought o stand on o request for use
of the hall by 1he local Hospital Auxiliary.
The North Hallon high school board, in
one of their final meetings before dissolu-
lion, took evasive action Monday night 1o
sidestep a precedent which they opined
would have every organization in town
asking for the hall, The board particularly
frowned on dances there by any oulside
group outside the school,

A hope was realized in the village of
Norval this past week with the holding of o
“"Preaching Missiun". Plons first got
underway in 1957 for holding such o
“venlure in faith"”, but were put off until
serious consideration began in the spring
nl this present year.

ASSAULT VICTIM CRITICAL

TEN YEARS AGO-Prince Charles
Drive will be the scene of a disaster
Wednesday night, Oclober 29, It will
happen at 6:30 and the injuries will be so
many and so serious that hospital faeili-
ties will be laxed to the limit, The hospital
slaff, 5t. John Ambulance and George-
town volunicer ambolance personnel,
firemen, police, Lorne Scots and hospital
auxiliary will take part in the activity
which follows. It's part of an Emergency
Measures Orgamization exercise which Is
really a trind run for a similar occurance
tobe staged at g [aler date. The difference
is, that ene will be sprung on the hespital
staff with no prior warning.

A Georgelown man was {ound
apparently beaten In his Water Street
apartment Mondoy, but the eircumstanc-
¢s are stitl o mystery, James H, Blair, of
21 Water Street, is in a Toronto hospital In
criticat condition, his wounds repertedly
inflicted by a blunt instrument, d

A stcam locomolive pulilng an
excursion (rain lpaded with railway buffs
pulled and snorted its way through {own
Sunday. The special train, chartered by
the Upper Canada Raollway Soclety, didn't
stop in passing through the loca) yard at
about 12:30, Tis shrill whistle blnsls were
recognizabie to all who recall the pre-
diesel days.

The new Georgetown branch of the
United Co-operatives of Ontario will be
olficially opened al 10;30 a.m, on October
23, Presemt at the unigue, chain-saw
culling ceremony will be Georgetown
mayor Wheldon Emmerson, the
Provincial MPP for Halton County, James
Snew, and a UCQ director, Fred Hamilton
of Guelph,

A 20-year-ehd vouth charged with theft
was saved from a eriminal record when
Judge Kenneth M. Langdon of George-
tewn putled $1 from his pocket and paid
[or the stelen gasoline. A gos siation
atiendant testified §1 worth of gas was
asked for but the accused drove off
without paying. Judge Langdon paid the
dollar, and the charge was dismissed.

JAIL FORSALE

ONE YEAR AGO--Halton Hills'
Library Board began wrestling with the
‘probiem of defining the library’s purpose,
'goals and ehjectives at a meetlng last
Wednesday night in an attempt io deter-
mine the library’s needs and clarify its
role in the community.

Halton Hills council is right in turning
down ¥Focal Properties’ proposal to bulld
1,840 homes soulh of Silver Creeck and
[etting the town grow by infilling instead,
according to a report on the Focal
‘proposal presenied to the Georgelown
Area Ratepayers' Assoclation (GARA)D
Thursday evening in Centennial Middle*
Schoal,

Halton region has offered 1o sell a
2%,000-squarc oot porilon of the old Milton
jnil complex to the town of Milton for
$30,000. The ofler represents the boltom
line of a comprehensive proposal by
regional stafl for the dispesition of a
cluster of old bulldings in downtown
Miltan that includes facilities for family
and juvenile courts, the Chlldren's Aid
socicty and the Halton Regional Health
unit, .
Despite the opinionsof its Halton Hills
members, Hallon regionzl council has
rejected a public works stalf recommen-
dation by which no {urther consideration
would be given to using abandoned
quarries as dump sltes for Hallon's
garbage. Council voted 11:10 o reject the
suggesilon, instead endorsing a request
for additional information on the feasibi-
Jity of using quarry sites for dry, inert or
liquid wostes




