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Why are these Raiders down?
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at’s happened to the Raiders?

What looked like it was
going lo be anolher good
geason for the defending
champion Raiders has sudd-
enly turned sour in thefr first
week.-of regular season plny.
Over the weekend they lost
what could have amounted to
six points for them. Friday
they lost four points to Barr-
ie. Twoan the fce, inn 6-4 Joss
in Barrie, and two off the ice
in a protest of the previous
Friday's pame agninst Bar-
rie. Salurday night they lost
two more points by losing to
Collingwood 51.

Flyers 6
Raiders 4

50 many things are going
wrang,” said coach Steve
Blundy following the team's
loss to the Collingwood Ship-
butlders Saturday night.
“"Poor, awful and ather ad-
jective™, can only best des-
cribe how the team is play-
ing. We have too many good
hockey players to be playing
like that.™
CHHARACTERISTICSTART

However, the team is off to
a characteristic start. Last
scasan they “lost their first
few outings and stil finished
firstin the league, something
they have never done before.

[ " "Still, the currenl siluation

doesn’t seem o have caused
any visible eoncern to the
Raider coach. In fact quite
the reverse is so, He conti-
nues ta be optimistic. I
things are falling apart (as
this reporter queried) then 1
better get out of here
Blunday said, shuffling the
remark off in wondertmeant

that such a question could

possibly come to  mind,
“Touch doesn't come over-
night. We have to shake it
(the losses) off.”"

Friday, they mecl Owen
Sound Greys ot Aleott, a
tecam who weren't all that
strong last year but who are
about 15 per cent better this

year with same new tolent,
says general manager Ar-
neld Shaw,

It will mean at least three
more gamies belore the Raid-
crs can gel back to where
they should be now.If so,
they will also have to meet
and beat Dundns and Port
Eigln before they can regain

the lost six points.

LOSE PROTEST

Two points they lost, off the
tce, 10 Barrie are the result of
a 133 Georgetown win the
proceeding Friday here, over
Barrie. The Flyers filed a
pretest the following Sunday
claiming that the Raiders
hadn’t been given permission
by the OHA to play John
Cook and Rlck Kessel, who
just happen to have gotten
four points in the game.
Friday night the OHA agreed
and awarded the win and the
two peints to Bacrie,

In the other hall of the
baitle with Barrie, the Rald-
crs lost another two points
beeause they couldn't bent
ihe Flyers in their home rink,
Just as cveryone had pre-
dicted, n weck before, this
game would be different in
Harrie.

The only things that re-
sembled the game here in
Georgetown were that Barrie
oo, was opening its home
date scheduie and as happen-
ed here, the homeside won.
There were no protests from
either side. It was a simple
case that Barrie beat them at
their own gnme, hockey.
They showed more of what 2
former senior Lockey team
should look like than the
week before when they look-
cd llke a former senior’team
forced to drop class of cal-
ibre info the intermediate
ranks.

They mitscored. them, and
that is the name of the game.
The Raiders are learning
that it is not how you play the
game but how you get the fwo
points.

Flyer coach Paul Hegan,
who just happens 1o be a
centreman on the team, got
his club fired up for the game

and led the attack with the
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first two goals of the game,

The first was an unassisled

goal in the { whic
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heat Raider goalie Grog
Hooper at the 1538 mark. He
golt his second just 504 into
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the next frame, The Flyers

- didn't slop there, They put it

" In the second

10 the Haiders again at .32
¢ a geal by Caplain DRohb
Baird. Hruce Ellison {ound
the Barrie net for the Raid-
crs with a shot that beal
goalic Grant Cole ai the 17.01
mark. Steve Lyon and Peter
Mara assisied. Gerry Ray-
crafl nelted anolher for Bar-
rie al 18.27.

The infamous John Cook
and Rick Kessel teamed up
to get the Raiders staried in
the third period with Coeok
getting a shot into the net on
a pass from Kessel, who got
il from Steve Lyon. Flyer
Raycraft got his second at
14.08 of the {inal stanza
before tcammate Ed Walker
gol the sixlh for Barrie at
15.46, Colin Gorden replied
for Georgelown at 17.59 with
o5sisls poing to Rick Kessel
and Gary Ford. Gordon pot
his second for the Ralders al
the 19.26 mark of the pame
with the help of Peter Mara
and John Beyce.

ol an aususpicious start
between the twoe cluby but,
one that is assured to bring
some exciling hockey to both
arenas when they meet,

GOALTENDERS BATTLE

Saturdny night it was a
gealtenders baltle between
Raider Peter MeDuffe and
Shipbuilder Ren Pattersen,
Both men stood their grotnd
and refused to give in to the
shooters. Unfortunately for
MeDulfe their was somoe pive
in his team. The Raiders
were short some bodies and
the added workload on the
rest of the team showed and
proved to be just too much
for an ecarly seasen team,
who has already shown their
appenent some of whal they
have. ;

-The Raiders got off to p
pretty good sinrt in the first
period and seemed to have
the advantage although there
WAS no scoring in the period,
they el
behind, three goals. Caplain
Bitt Calvert of the Shipbuitd-
ers notehed the Tipst goal of
the game at 224 of the

middle third of the game,
Anolher Collingwood  peal
came 39 secands 1ater when
Les Burpgess beat a sprawl-
ing and  flamboyant
McDuffe, The third period
was much the same g5 the
second only the Shipbuilders
were in betler centrol and the
Raiders  looked like they
realized it and they played
accordingly,

Just” 229 fplo the final
period Captain Catvert did it
again. Then it was Wayne
King who made it four
nothing for his leam at Lhe
5.0f mark. John Coak ruinetd
Paltersan’s shutout efforl at
£4.55 with the help of Bruce
Ellison and Gary Ford. lan
McKenney rounded out the
pame's scoring with 1,56 Jeit
in lhe game as he took the
puck in unassisted and scor-
cd,

PMSORRY

“I'm sarvy for the people
who had 1o pay the §3 or $2.50
or whatever they paid to see
this pame,” said  Blundy
after. “We had o bunch of
speetators  oul there
tonighl.,”” The cooach did
agree that his goaltender
MeBuffe made a difference
in the game. “Peter (desery-
es credit) for brovery." Bob
Elincsky finally gol into his
first pneme for the Raiders,
showing semr necessary-

- ndded musele on the team.

5
Raiders 1

The Raiders must et back

on Irack fast. The league is
ditferent this year and every
point is going 1o count. [t
thal last point at the end of
the year that most teams
wish they had gotten earlipr
on.
“The Raiders have heart
s50¥s Blundy. “As n player
{last year) I never dwelled
on games (after) but, now as
a coach [ stay awake. 1]
think about it (omorrow,™
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