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Outdoor education at Terra Cotia

By LORI TAYLOR
Merald staff writer

For many school children in

Erin township, Halton, Peel

and Dufferin, a visit to the

Credit Valley Conservation

Authority’s (CVCA) Outdoor

Education Centre at Terra

Cotta is as close as they ever

get to the great outldoors.

The CVCA operates the
centre during the school year.
It is open to classes of students
from kindergarten to grade
eight, to learm about nature,
ecclogy and conservation,

"“Basically our philosophy is
not te have o lsboratory
approach, but to have a senso-
ry approach,” said George
Roberts, Education Officer for
the authority. Mr. Raberts,
aleng. with Sheila Beecham,
conducts the programs at the
education centre,

“We siress the use of the
sensed,” he said. “That's the
way people learn,™

“A ot of teachers tell me
when the kids come here, that
this is the only wild area they
get toin a year,”” Mr. Roberts
said. “This Is a great wilder-
riess 10 themn, and they want to
know where the bears are. [
iry to impress the kids that
they have nothing 1o fear from
nature,"*

HRING PARENTS
"Whal they find great, is that [
Buggest that they can bring
their parents here some time
on their own, ‘and you can tell
them what 1 told you'," Mrs.
Beecham said.

The [irst thing the children
are told about when they
arrive, is the role of the CVCA
in forest, wildlife, land and
water management, Mr.
Raoberts said.

“That's what we're here for,
conserviation,” he said.
believe that toe make kids more
aware of the need for conser-
vation, you have to make them
fecl it's important to have that
green stulff out-there. I guess
over oll, I just want them tg
feel about that green stuflf the
way [ do.”

“[want them to feel the need
to keep the green open spaces
just for people, for relaxing, to
gel away from man-made
things for a while," he added.

Mr. Roberts said he anpd
Mrs. Beecham try to stay
away Irom the ellnienl
approach of naming every
plant, animal and inscct in
sight, although if a chlld asks
what something is, they'll
Identify it. Some children try

lo take advanlage of this by

thing they see, but Mr. Roberts
saitt he has developed ways of
geltting arcund these quest-
ions, such as telling  the
children how many different
species of inscetl ihere are,
“and | can’t possibiy know
every ang'’,

Once they have related the
voncepl of the CVCA to the
children, Mr. Roberts and
Mrs, Beecham try to Ue in the
programs of the authority in
buying up the headtands of the
Credit Hiver with ecolopy.

RECYCLEDMATTER

"Most people don't realize
that life is made up entirely of
the sun and recycled matter,”
Mr. Raberts said. One “gim-
mick™ he uses to show the
childeen how thisis so, is to ask
them to open and close their
fists very slowly, and to ask
them what enables to do that.
The answer is the sun, because
it provides the cnergy, and
“people are bollled energy”,

- he said.

“That’s the feeling 1 want to
get into the kids, that they're a
part of it all." he ndded. -

The centre has its headquar-
ters in a rather rustic log cahin
near the swimming pool at the
conservalion area. -The day's
cxcursion, er half-day, in the
case of smaller children,
begins in the cabin, but the
children spend most of their
time outdoors, The centre (s
equipped with film and slide
projectors and other audio-

visual gpids to passist with
inslruction,
“"An  education eentre

doesn’t have to be a palace, A
lot of groups have big build-
ings, all decorated, and with o
room each devoted to different
subjects,” Mr. Roberts said,
“All I need is a place to get out
of the raln, warm enough to
talk comfortably. I like to get
out there, that’s where it's at,*

The education centre wil) be
moving, some time in'the next
year, Mr. Roberts said, to the
former Vaughan furm on the
8th Line at 27 Sideroad. The
cenlre ilsell will be operating
oul ef the old horse barn on the
property, he said. :

"Fd like to hove more
space,” Mr. Roberts said.
“For a while after the centre
was set up here, I'd meet the
kids .at the gate, and show
them around the area,"

PONDSTUDY

The centre has n number of

programs, all of them but pond
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Georpe Roberts ledn Eroup of grade (wo students fre

sthool in Orangeville on n walk through the Terra Cotta Conservation Area last

‘Thursday. Mr, Roberts is the education officer for the Cre

study operating throughout the
school year. Children
form ol Blindman’s bluff, when
they lead olher blindiolded
children adhund. Wearing
blindfolds encourages them to
use their other senses, Mr,
Raberts said.
One of the most popular of
- the programs offered by the
centre is the micro-trails, he
said. The children are piven 10
metres of string and 10
fluorescent  painted  popsicle
sticks to be used as trail
markers. They get down on
their hands and knees on the
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ground, and look {or tiny
things of inlerest. Each time
they find something, they put a
lrail marker beslde it, and
fasten the string around i,
thereby marking off a trall in
miniature, -
“It opens their eyes, and
they find lots of interesting
things," Mr. Raberts said. “f
remember once they found one
of the biggest millipedes I'd
cver seen. 1t was about as long
as my thumb.” :
Children come from all over
Lo the centre. They come from
Mississauga, Brampton,
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CVCA centre a real treat for ‘city
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Orangeville, Clarkson, will

usually have maore
Amaranth, Halton Mills and knowledge about these things,
Grand River, to name a fow, he snid.

The fee is 31 a day per student
and 50 cents for half a day, Mr,
Roberts sald they try to have
one adult for every ten
children.

“"Most of the children want to
come back after they've been
here once,” he sald,

Some of the children are
wellinformed abou! nature
and ecology, others less so,
Mr. Roberts said. Some teach-
€rsare moreoutdoors-oriented
than others, and theje students

said.

Ballinafad’s past comes alive

Authorlty's Outdoor Educatlon Centre, lie nnd Shella B3
throupgh the park on day-long excursions into the outdoars,

FOX BITE?

"Some of them have a few
questions as 1o whether foxes
“will come out of the woeds and
‘bite them, but it's not a great
fear,” he said. “They do have

the idea that wild animals wiil
bite them. [ tell them that jn

for Historical Society members

By MAGGIE IHHANNAII

Heratd stalfl wrlier
Events connected with school days in
Blue Mountain School, threshing bees,
famous Ballinafad residents and carty
days in the communily were nmong the
anecdoles told to those attending the
Eaquesing Historical Soclely meeting
Monday in Ballinafad Comnunity Half,
Gid atlases of Halton and Wellington
countiea, newspaper clippings, old pic-
lures, a history of Balllnafad's Uniled
Chureh, end accounts of community
histery written by the iate Beatriee Hills
supplemented facts and stories told by
Fred and Willa Shortill, Mrs. Archie
McEnery, Donna Robbins, Bud Snow, and
John Cele concerning their carly days in

the Batlinafad community, .
Mr. Shortlll 3aid that he name
. Ballinalad was brought to the arca by

early Irish setllers and is taken from a
place in southern freland near Tipperary.

OWNED FARM

The firsl white child born In Erin
Township was A daughter of o Mr. Rozell
born in 1820. He owned the farm on the
north-west corner of the Seventh Line and
the Hallon Hills-Erin Townzhip beundary.
He was 2iso the person who donated the
tand fgr the first cemelery, school church’
and community hall 1o Ballinafad

Although Blue Mountain School south
of the village on the Seventh Line and
Peacock Scheol north of the villnge wre
the seats of learning for area reisdents in
recent times Lhe original schoot was a log
structure buill on the cemetery corner
probably around 1830. It was intended as
the village school and served everyone
regardless of which side of the township
tine they lived on.

Donna Robblns, nee Whileside, read
tamily letters telling how Robert
Whiteside denated land on his property to
the community for a school. Thus Blue
Mountain school was built on a site sgulh
of the village on the Seventh Line probably
around 1858. Mra. Robbins zaid Luena
Campbeil told her, her falther attended
Blue Mountain school when it was on a
different site from its present location on
lhe DeKleer farm. One member of the
aundience sald the present school was
supposed (o have been bullt around 1871

although there is no record Lo substantigle
this, .

Mrs. Hobbins said a member of the
Whiteside family who was born in 1858
first attended the school at about the nge
nf 10 shiortly after it was built, Thus Blue
Mountain musl have been buili around
1868. She understoed this to be the second
school near that site.

EDUCATIONAL FACILITY

Mrs. Rebbins said that John
Whileside, an Irish Immligrant, applied 1o
Lord EIgin in 1819 for a grant of 100 acres
on Lot 31, Contession Six. His ncphow
ftobert, also from Ireland, applied for a
prant of 200 acres on Lat 30, Concession
Seven in 1826 Laler he applled for and
reecived the last 200 acres of clergy
reserve on Lot 31, Concession Soven for
the price of 50 cen1s per acre. The money
had o be used towards an educational
focility for the area and thus Blue
Mountain Schoot was built.

Land grants were awarded on three
grounds, Mrs., Robbing said. Soldiers
received land in Jiew of pay. Lind eould he
granted Lo a fariner who worked it for Lwa

years or a man could get it if he had a -

Sponsor.

Mrs.  Archle McEnery said  that
Wesley Hilts, a former Ballinalud native
and a cousin nf Incal historion Heatrice
Hilts, was the mayor of Toronto around
Ihe turn of the century, Mr. Hilts received
his education in Peacock School in Erip
Township.

Annther area residen! who became
prominent afler he lell the community
was [lishop Warren, an uncie of Haberd
Warren. He was made a bishop s a resull
nf his missionary work in India and was
buried in Ballinalad cemctery at his
request. The grave iscovered by a plaque,

Mrs. Jesse McEnery sald that a group
from India had visited the cemetery 1o
held a mentorial service for RBishop
Warren and had invited pupils from
Peacock school te atiend the service, She
was teaching in the schopl at the time.

RECENT BUILDINGS
Although no dates could be

- eslablished for Peacock school it was

surmised that there had been ot leasi one
or 1wo previous butldings and {he present
schaol was bulll around 1900. It got ils
name because a peacock lit an the school
while it was being built. It was surmised
thut nnly the most recent of the buildings

carried thal name,
John Cele said thel kis father was
carelaker uf Blue Mountain sehoot a! ane

point, One day he wentto start the fires in

his faiher's place und declded that rather
Lhan hitch the horse ta . vehicle he'd ride

il bare back and save time. Since it was o
miserable, wet day he decided to put his

horse in the school woodshed so it would

be dry to ride home. The horse, however,
balked o1 entering the building. He finally

won the balile of witls by backing it Into
the shed.

Mr. Caole said that Blue Mowntain
schonl had an iron rod running the length
of Lhe struciure “probably as a brace™,
This rod made plenty of noise when struck
wilh stenes and pitching stones at It to sel
It ringing was one of the -students’
favourite pranks to pull on all new

leachers,

Mr. Cole sald ihere was nlso a
baseball league of sorts organized in the

area Ior four ar five years when hie was g
yYoung man. Teams from Terra Coltg,
Limehouse, Bannockburn, and up the
Eiighth Line tthe Mauntaineess) Delonped
tnthe league ag well gs Ballinafad. Teams
played two games a week, one at home
and ane away from home, A fairly good
crawd lurned up for lhese games he said.
Hallinafad and Terra Colla were fairly
evenly matched and always provided a
good game,

HOTEL BURNED

tme of BDallinofad's hotels burned
down when he was a child of about four,
Mr. Cole said. He remembers it as being a
large 1wp starey structure with a shed for
horses at one side. There was an upper
sltnre:; tothe shed and'dances were held up
there,

Oine Sunday marning his father went
for a walk thravgh their fields and was
intrigued by the sight of this chimney
sticking up in 1he air all by itself, The hotel
had burned down during the night so thal
anty the chimney remained yet the fa mily
had slept through the whole thing since
there was no lelephone or olher fore of
easy communication to alert them to what
was happening,

Bud Snaw said he began custom
threashing with his {ather when he was
about 15. Every housewife tried to outda
her neighbours in preparing meals for the

threshing crew and as a result the men
were always well fed,

In Ihe days when they used a sleam
eigine 1o thresh Mr. Snow said they slept
in farmer's hames' during the week and he
ligures he hos slept in 39 nrea hames as o
result, Since they returned home for
weekends he said he alsa remembers
leaving home at 2 am. on n Monday
marning v arrive at the farmer's barn in
[ime 1o set up and begin threshing at 7

S LARGE TANK

In the days of the steam engine Lhe
thresher had a large tank which he took
from farin to'farm with him which st
be filled with waler 1o supply the engine.
{ince he remembers threshing in
Ballinafad when 2 bet was made that Matt
Shortill’s teans of axen could hau! the tank
fult of water oul of the ereek betler than a
tcam of harses.

Unfortunately the oxen's split hooves
just seemed to sink in
cauldn’t move the tank,

1 dan’l knaw who was more upsel,”
Mr. Seow joked, **Mr. Shortill beecause his
feamn weren'l as goad ns he thought they
WETE ar Nty falher because he had (o

tnhaok the sieam engine and take it down .

lo The creck to get the waler tonk. '

Mr. Snow said his falher was invelved
it couple of near misses with fire during
the 40 years or so he did custom
threashing.

Unce while he was lhreashing at
Appleyards below Silvercreek a hired
man noticed a ball of lame blow nut of the
seperalor intn the straw stack outside the
barn. The man jumped out of the mow
ontn the seperator, ran out (he blower,

caught the ball of sieaw and carried it
over the stack before il had lime lo cause

scrious trouble. Ris father then stopped
{he machine and made a thorough search
for the cause of the fire. He [ound an
empty malch box cover in the machine. §t
id no damage unti| {he straw rcached the
Blowerhe said and had the man not seen it
Lhe entire bam amd Threshing machine too
wauld probably have been burned,
COAL OIL
Anolher man struck what he thought
was a slone in a sheaf one time and threw
i down to be examined before it went
through the seperator. When ft was
opeted il turned out to be a jor of coal oil
and a box of matches, Mr. Snow said.
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cecham guide chlldren

photo by Leori Taylor)

Rroups we make so much noize
the animals will run the oppo-

site way,™

some of the ¢hildren who
don't get out into the country
often, or who have never been
outside the city belore, are a
little nervous, Mr. Roberts

"“Most kids are Familiar with
wild areps,” he gdded. “I'd
love to have them for a week,
But I think even with the little

exposure they gel here, they

pond.

probably have a different tdea
abott wild areas when they
leave. For example, when we
do a pond sludy, most kids
would never have dreamed
that there is so much living In n

Mr. Roberts used to work for
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Bell Canada before taking on
the jobs of education officer for
dhe CVCA. He was president of
the Bruce Trail Association {or
a time, and was "“a nut on
conservation along the trajl."

Mr. Roberts is 2 member of
the British Natural Trust snd
the Ontario Federation of
Naturalists, among other
Rroups, and reads extensively
oboul wildlife, ccology and
conservation.

“Every time I read, 1 get
stine extra point {o teach the
kids," he said.

"When you get invelved in
hiking, you get involved in
natural things, and § feel very.
fortunate to have gotiten this
job,"" he said. *It's somcthing 1
dreamed gbout.”

In addition 1o his work as
education afficer, Mr. Roberts
Is also an advisor on a8}l CVCA
trails.

Mrs. Beecham started work-
ing for the centre Mairly recent-
ly, after answering an adver-
tisement in the newspaper. She

had been a teacher at ane time,
and she wanted to go back to
teaching ngain, but she wasn't

sure she wonted to teach inn

classroom setting, Then the ad
came along, "and U've nlways
loved to ski, and [ enjoy the
uutdoors."

OLDER CHILDREN

Mr. Iloberts said he talks to
the older children about the
conserver sociely, touching on
energy, composting and other
conservalion programs.

“T think I do get o bit
preachy on  the conserver
society,” he said,

"'l don't think there's enough
emphusis on outdoors educa-
tion,”" Mr. Roberts said.
“There's more emphasis on It
naw than there was, and
interest in the outdoors s
mereasing, but it's stitl a small
pereentage of the people. Yeu
tnke a cross-section of the
people in  Toronto, for
example, and no! many of
them are cutdoors<oriented.”

Mr. Roberts said he estimat-
es there will be 5,000 children
Roing through the education
centre this year if the Peo
teachers’ strike ends soon; but
not many of them are from
Haiton Hills. He satd children
from Heoly Cross, Limehouse
and Glen Williams schools
visit the centre, but not many
more. He said he would like o
encourage teachers in Halton

Hills to bring their students out
for a wvisit.

KEEPING TIME

Heather DeBoer of Acton
coloring contest. Presenting th

was this month's watch w

e wiich Lo the winper i Robln Bwitzer,

laner In the McDonald's
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