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an impressive
positive step

It's good to see the Geurgetown
Chamber of Commerce taking
some affirmative action,

In a move announced by
Chamber director Hick West late
last week, the local group will be
sponsoring an in-town bus service
beginning November 1 and running
through the month of December.

The bus systemn is designed lo
kill two birds with one stone. An in-
town bus service has long been
advocated by many Georgetown
regidents but the idea has been
shied away from because of fears
about the projects costs as well as
uncertainty about ridership
potential.

Mr. West says the Chamber
hopes the new temporary bus
service will serve as a test of the
Georgetown transit market and
may lead to the implementation of
a full time service. A nominal fee of
25 cents for adults will be charged
for the bus rides while senior
citizens and children are free.
Certainly if local residents aren't
interested in using a transit system
at this price there is simply no
matrket for a bus system in this
town.

The transit system is designed

to hit the town’s major shopping
areas as well as comb the
residential  districts rather ex-
tensively. Not only is this route
likely to aﬁpenl to the largest
number of shoppers it will, as Mr.
West says, help keep Georgetown
shopping dollars in town,

And that's the second reason
for the November-Decembér bus
syslem. The Chamber hopes that
with this affirmative action they
will make shopping locally easier
for Georgetown residents. If
anything should help local mer-
chants it has to be easier aceess to
their stores for their customers.

The nicest thing about the
Chamber’s bus service is that they
will cover any defict* the service
incurs. At 25 cents per ride, you can
be sure the Chamber won't cover
their cosls with their ticket prices.
It's nice to see private business
paying for a service like this rather
than the municipal government,
Let's hope the system gets suf-
ficient ridership to warrant the
Chamber’s gamble and, hopefully,
tolead to the eventual creation of a
fulltime bus. service in
Georgetown.

Non-voters make
political statement

It would be easy to look at the
low voter turnout in last week's by-
clection to {ill an action seat on
council and self-righteously
declara that voters don’t take their

politics seriously.
But you'd be wrong.
' Certainly a turnout of less than
15 per cernt of the eligible volers is
nothing to cheer about. But
perhaps by their absence from the

polls Acton voters were indeed
making political statements,

We've said it before, both

candidates in the h&;reler:tiun did
nol particutarly address them-

- _..selves toissues, infact, at one point -

the two political hopefuls declared
there were no issues in the cam-
paign.
Maybe the voters shared our
concernand, deciding there was no
real difference between the can-
didates, opted to stay home last
Tuesday night instead of voting,
While one candidate said he
would enact the will of somethin
called the majority if electe
regarding the Landawn Plaza, he
never stated a position on the
proposal and thus gave voters no

way to indicate their preference.

In foct, of all issues facing
Aclen vaters, based on the sucecess
of a recent pro-plaza petition
campaign, you couldn't blame
Acton volters if they had felt a little
{rustrated in their desires to ex-
[;)I'EES support, through the ballot

ox, for the plaza,

By abstaining from taking a
position on the plaza or any other
specific issues, the candidates
Eave Actonians little reason to go
out and vote.

With no issues to differentiate
the candidates, Acton voters who
didn't personally know either of the
candidates had little information to
make an educated decision, It
seems that rather than make an
uninformed vote, many Acton
residents decided to skip voting all
together.

Still, enough residents did go
out and cast their ballot. for
newcomer Terry Grubbe to win
and to Mrs, Grubbe we offer our
sincere congratulations, We hope
that through her promise to ‘stay in

touch with Acton' she does indeed.

reflect the will of her new con-
stituency in the coming vear.

I Uniform sewer rate

promotes

The cause of regional govern-
ment was furthered again last
-week as Halton council, in a close
-vole, decided in favor of uniform
.sewer rates throughout the region,
. The move will clearly benefit
'Oakville and the north end of the
‘region, particularly Acton.
- Uniform rates should go a long way
‘towards cooling the heated ob-
. jections of many Acton residents to
.regional government,
v For too long some Acton
vresidents have [elt regional
- government brought them plenty
" of burdens with the new system but
- few, I any, assets. Often it has
- been argued that with its one
regional council member and, a
supposedly sympathetic mayor,
Acton's was usually an unheard
" and unheeded volee in the woods at
- regional council.
% But certainly last week's vote
' has to go a long way towards
. + erasing these {ears.
© v Rather than having to be ap-
. peased with the lofty promises
» Irom provincial officials selling
. regionalism  in abstract terms,
Acton residents will now see the
 penents in cold, hard cash. Sewer
ratec |n the ~ommunity will decline

region

by Eighllpt:r cent in January where

they will stay for two years. Now
that’s how to sell the region.
But the new system is not

_merely a bribe to once and for all

get Actonians to accept regional
gevernment, it's simply a natural
step for a truly regional govern-
ment. It seemed from the start that
a natural benefit of regional
government would be a pooling of
resources in terms of providing
equal levels of quality and costs for
municipal’ services. This is now

-beginning to happen.

And  certainly Halton Hilis
residents had to be impressed with
regianal chairman Jack Raflis.
Fro ving once and for all, he's not a,
‘hemer’, Mr. Raftis cast the tie
breaking vade in the uniform sewer
rates decision. He did this cven
though it meant voting against the
wishes of his former colleagues,
the Burlington councillors at the

region,

Although' uniform sewer rates

. will not directly benefit Mr. Raftis’ -

home constituency of Burlington,

Mr. Raltis voted as a true regfonal .
chairman should, for the good of

Halton and regional government.
It's certainly a step in the right

direction.

i Chamber’s bus
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Mackasey tugs heart strings

for sympathy over his firing

| By Stewart
| | MacLeod

Ottawa Dureou
uf The Herald
There is something almost pathetic
about witching Bryce MacKasey trying
desperately to  portray himself ns a
common working man, the vicllm of a
heartless employer, an ordinary family
man suddenly thrown on the breadline,
"1 am angry because I have fought
this kind of case and injustice for many
people in my career,” he told a national
television avdience. *“I've been in and on
the job from nine to five day in and day
out...""

“1 have fought all my life for little
people;™ he reminded the same audience
with his oft-repeated claim. "I am in that
calegory at the mement."”

He went on: ' think liltle people who
are fired daily for a variety of reasons by
insensitive employers can understand
what [am saying.” And, the way he put it,
his demands at the moment are notl too
great, 'l have said simply feem the
eginning that I'am entitled as a private
cilizen in this country, regardless of what
my jah is, to know why I was fired... [ am
entitled to know."

He certainty knows how to tug at the
old hearl strings. There he was, vozing

sincerity as he deseribed how an tnsensi-
tive government had fired him out of hand
wilhout explanation, forcing him to bire a
lawyer and fight for his pension rights. As
the long-time friend of the common man
put-it, "When you're being fired from a
pick-and-shovel job, when you are being
fired from a railway job, when you're
being fired as chairman of Air Canada,
it's very wise and prudent lo have a
lawycer to supervise what is happening.”

DIFFERENTNEEDS

It might be wise and prudent for Mr.
MacKasey, but somehow | doubt whether
the same neced exists for the 800,000
unemployed whese circumstances are, to
say the least, a1l variance with this
particular odd-jobs man. Most of the
unemployed in Canada probably don't
have thut some burning desire to be told
exactly why they lest their jobs.

As Jobs go, MacKasey lost a pretty

good one alright and he has every reason
to feel dejected. He fully expecied to
conlinue as the $90,000-a-year chairman of

Air Cannda for another seven years, and
when he was turfed out by the Tories after
only eight months in office, it was
obviously o great disappointment {o him,
especinlly when his penslon is reported to
be a menssly $38,000 o year. Furthermore,
he will have to pay hls lawyer out of this.

And all he wants, poor fellow, is to be
told why he was fired.
Well, since it's against the law to fire

anyane for his personal palitical beliefs,
there
‘MacKasey will never be officially inform-
ed of the reasons for his dismissal. And, as

i every likelihood that  Mr.

he so eloquently put it, other Canadians

could think he was fired for incompetency

and therefore will have difficulty petting
another jab.

REASON CLEAR

Frankly, I don't think Mr.
MacKasey's concerns are well founded.
Having talked to several dozen average
Canadians on the subjeét, 1 think I am
able to reassure the former Libeeal
cabinet minister, and uawavering
Trudeau supperter, that there is n

- unanimous fecling he was fired becnuse

he waus a Grit. Not one person in the
survey even mentioned his incompeteney,
his Catholicism, er his Irish ancestory.

To add weight te these boliefs, most
people who expressed views on the subject
thougit that MacKasey got the job in the
first place because he was a Grit. And one
of Ihese authorilies is Bryce MacKasey
himself. 1 was offered the choice of jobs
that frankly I doubt would have come my
way had I not been a member, and
exmember of the cabinet.” He also
admitted he was offered a Senate seal ot
the same time, which would have given
him absolute seeurity until the age of 75.
ut he opted for the Air Cananda job, which
paid about £60,000-a-year more than the
senate, Not many of our 800,000 unemploy-
ed have enjoyed making this difficult
choice whgn they were interviewed at
their local Manpower Cenire,

But then, not many of these B0O,000
have aceess to palronage jobs.

Sure, Bryce MacKasey has good
reason Lo fecl Blue -- we all would in the
circumstances - but just becsuse his
timing was bad doesn’t qualify him for
martyrdom. [ am saving my sympathy for
betler canses.

Failure of CANDU sale

may raise Ontario hydro rate

By Derck
Nelson

{hueen's Park Burcau
of 'The Heralld

Strange as il may seem, the collapse
bf Canada’s pegotiations with Argentina
on selling thal country o second CANDU
reactor could mean a jump in Ontario
Hyilro bills.

Thereis a rule of thumb in the nuclear

industry, which empleys 31,000 people,

mostly in Ontarie, that two CANDU
reactors a year have Lo be sold to keep the
husiness viahle,

Untarie Hydro's eriginal  building
plans for the rest of {he century would
have abserbed most of that production,
but with decreasing energy demands
since the OPEC price hikes of 1973 the
wlility bas scaled down its nuclear
commitment,

Currently we have eight major (and

twersinaller) reactors producing power in -

Ontarin. Another 12 are in various stages
of development.

A just released policy document from
the provineinl energy minisiry sees no
additianal reactors being built prior to
1995, ;

GO AHEAD

With a targeted growith in enecgy
demand of only two per cent, it is likely
that no more than four additional reactors
will receive the go-ahead in the mid-1960s
for completion after 1995,

reach feur per cent, which is unlikely at
the moment, as many as 16 reactors woulil
be required.)

Since olher provinces are showing no
great inlerest in nuelear power, the slack
in domestic sales has {o be taken up
G T HEN

Now Argentina has pul acrimp in that
option. That country was our best hape for
further CANDU sales abroad.

In Iact, if a superior product like
CANDU loses out to the untried German
heavy water reactor system in' Argenline
eyes, 1 is unlikely we'll be able to sell
CANDUs te anyone,

tThat’s true even if bribery played a
role in the Argentine deeision, and even
more true if Argentine took seriously our
sitly  lecluring them on morality -
something we dide’t do with equally
diclalorial buyer Humania.)

POWELL COMMISSION
The end result is a nuclear industey
that is going to go through some hard
tirnes, which will probahly shew up both in
E_r}:tzmpiu}-munt figures and on our Hydro
ills.

As many as one-third of the indu-
siry’s 31,000 jobs could disappear by the
end of the 1980s, and one of the new iruly
Canadian enterprises could end up on the
rocks.

Dr. Arthur Vorter reached some
tenlative conclusions about the conse-
quences of decliming sales in the 1978
interim report on nuclear power he did for
the provincial government.

COSNT HISE
~ He saw rationalization taking place as
some manufacturers leit the industry,
with the resull single suppliers would
remain to sell to Onlarie Hydro.

“Cosls to OUmtario Hydro might rise by
an estimated 10 per cent if a protected
rather than a competitive industry were to

i

emerge.”” he said, s '

That's a1 best, because Parter adde
e warning there is ne puaraniee current
sales can even sustdin o “'full range of
compenenl manulacturers for an indefi-
nile peripd.”

We might, i fact, end up importing
CANIN) stalion compoenents, which would
likely send our hydro bills soaring.

All in all it is a gleomy autumn for

nuclear supporicrs. 2
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Halton’s|
History

From our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO-This year's
International Plowing Match at Burfoed
created more interest in this district with
the announcement that James Eccles,
Norval fnrmer, led the ficld In the Esso
Tractor Special and gualified for a place.
on the Canadian team which will tour the
British [sles In January, Managed by Alex
McKinney, Jr., they will have o geven-
week, all-expense-paid trip, compele in
British plowing matches, study agricultu-
rat methods and see o few sights.

In the fire drill at the Roxy Theatre
during the Saturday afterncon matinee,
rore thun 300 chitdren and adults left the
theatree in orderly fashion in bess than one
minute. The fire drill was held as a feature
of Fire Prevention Week and monager
Ernie Crawford says that he intepds to
continue the praclice fram time to lime as
d salely feature,

We sure had o real big rain this week,
but on the whole it was another Rlorious
week of weather, which ended up with the
imost forgeous display of Northern Lights
I have ever seen. I've heard that it [s a
sign of cold wealher and if so, it certaimty
broughl a frost on Saturday night.

TWEMNTY YEARS  AGO--While
Georgetown observed Thanksgiving this
wevkend, thieves concentrated on the toke
end and made off with over $4,000 from
Loblaws. The theft, which police termed
“undoubtedly professional'' oceurred
some time belween 10:30 p.m. Saturday
and 2 p.m. Sunday afternoon. The thicves
gained enlry by putting up a ladder to the
east canopy and climbing from there to
the rool, where they knocked & hole In the
entrance o o siajrwell. Using methods
known only to professional eracksmen,
they crippled the dial mechanisms of both
the outer und inner safe doors, and
extracted the $4,000 which the store
retains alter making theie weekly deposit.
$15,000 was banked by the store on
saturday.

Willinm MeNally and Rex W. Heslap
have formed a new heavy corstruction
firm in Georgetown which has beep
optrating for the past month, Fexwill
Construction is now busy on three cun:
lracts. Mr. Heslop is president and Mr.
McNally is vice-president of Rexwijll
Construction Ltd. Harold Bairstow ‘is
peneral manager.

Alter amost o full term of operatioh,
Park Public School will have an official
opening passibly in November. The pro-
blem scheol, which was delayed almost
twa months by poor weather and lsbor
problems, opened in carly November last
YLIL,

Delrex’ offer to deposit 400 per lot for
releaseof 1,163 lots, subject to exclusionof
self-supporting R1 homes and financing of
town oommllments out of the deposit
money, wis turned down by council
Monday night. But council will next week
phirase it counter proposal that has been
hammered out at 1wo lengthy sessions of
the industrial and town planning commit
tee. .

A lucal clothing store, Cotlon
lirothers, has been nominated as “Retail-
ers of the Year” by, the Menswear
Travellers Association of Canada, Ontario
brinch. The winner wilt be announced at a
luncheon on Tuesday, Octlober 20, in he
Prince George Hotel during the MWTA
“buy mart™,

ThEN YEARS AGO--Halton educnation
pificials have over-estimnied their
student enreliment and supply leachers
cloim they are paying the price of the
stalistical shortall. Administralion offiei-
als with the Hallon Board of education
have confirmed actual enrollment in
county schovls this year is 1,240 less tha
expecied. '

Haltmis repional government bounda-
rivs decided on by a committee of county
reeves reeently would consolidate George-
town and most of Esquesing Township.
‘The boundaries are based on a separpie

_Halton regional government, as opposed
in the Hallon-Peel metro region proposéd
by Municipal Affairs Minister Darpey

MeReough. In the reeves’ plan, Burling-
ton remains about the same. Milton
extends west to Appleby Line in Burllng-
ton, south 1o the lower base line in
Oakville and east to the Peel County
Koundary. Qakville would be reducedin
size, losing land to Milten, and the
Acton-Nassagaweya area would inelude
almaost all of the township plus about one
third vff Esquesing's west side. The
Georgetown-Iisquesing  borough  would
embrave most of Esquesing, with High-
wity 401 ils southern i,

A eresl, a plague and a crisp $20 bill
are the rewards for being carrier sales-
man of the year for Kirk Herrington, 2o
Guelph Street, Kirk, son of Mr. and Mrs,
Dan Herringtlon, was chosen top Torento
Star salesman in this distriet, which
includes Georgelown, Acton, Millon and
Orangeville.

The Reman-style chariot race in the
park Friday afternoon by Georgetown
high school students yielded $1,132.60 fyr
the Onlario Hehabilitation Fund.

UNE YEAR AGO-Onc of the partners
behind Abode 1, the company bullding the
#9-unit River Run project off River Drive,
has gone into personal bankcuptey and the
company has been signed over lo the
second mortgoage holder, according to’n
spokesman for Garthdale Investmen
Ltd.. ;

Members of the Georgetown Jocal of
the Canadian Union of Postal Workers
Joined siriking union members across the
country yesterday after talks in OQttawa
Monday night between union ofticinls and
Acting Labor Minister Andre Ouletlpt
were broken off.

Halton Hills planning board members
are furious over a major mapping error in
Hnllon's region’s recently-completed offi-
cial plan that, in effect, tncludes Glen
Willinms within the boundaries of urban
(veorgetown, y

The commitice trying to preserve the
ald Acton town hell Is now going to raise
money for their cause by presenting a
slide show to clubs and community
organizations.

The provincial ministry of housing's
notlfication of town ceunei) Monday night
that a coniract has been awarded for (he
construction of Acton’s 52.unit senlor
citizens’ apartments building was greeted
Wwith pleasure by Coun. Pat McKenzie, but
the Ward | counciller promptly bemoanad
the leng wait for Lhe project Lo get
underway, .




