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New season

Life-span of Little Theatre uncommonly long

ﬂ}' MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff writer

Seven years is 2aid ta be the
average lifespan of n little
theatre group but Georgelown
Little Theaire has passed the
mark three times aver and is
51il) going slrong.

Team spiril is the key (o that
Euceess according 1o Hon Hill,
leng time niember of GLT and
director of the group's first
offering of the season. There

Gues the Dride, opening
tonight in Sacre Cocur Hall at
R p.m

“The normal life span of o
litile thealre group is scven
years,” he says. “In that hime
il politics or pelty jealousies
don’l gel you atrophy sets in
unlesy the group can be rege-
nerated with new members,
We deal with very diflerent
personalilies and vet when a,
play s in progress a teant”
spirit seems 1o be engendered
and everyone pulls together.
We have no star egos such as
P've seen disrupl olher
groups.”

ar. Hill said the group aims
for a professional standard
even Lhough its memboers are
amateurs and the consistency
with which GLT festival
entries get nominated Jor
awnrds would seem to indicate
that the group is achieving a
fairly high standard.

GLT resulted from a group
of nmight scheol sludents who
tonk a drama course at
Georgelown Distriet High
School and produced o play
called the Mayor of Torontal
and enjoyed it sa much they
decided to stick together and
form a little thealre group. OF
the eriginal dezen or so mem-
bers only three st remain
with GLT, Gord Hunt, Mary
Goebel and Vera MacDonald.

5

Finding out that fother Is running around with another

Their first production, Mrs
MacDonald says, was o mels
drama, Dirty Waork a1 the
Crossroads. [t was pul on in
1940 a1 the high school,

It was preat fun to oo
Mrs. MacDonald recalled,
“althovugh T den't know if I"d
have enjoyed it as much as a
rembney of the audienee ™

fn the wearly davs Mrs.
Mucbwonald said the size of the
auillence  depended on how
nard the GLT members work-
e Lo sell the tickets. Friday
and Saturday performances
usually atiracied fair crowds
but  weeknights  weren't  so
popular,

“iut you have fo remember
there were only 3,000 people in
lown when [ srame here n
152, she said, “"so you were
looking a1 a whole different
silaation to draw on in the
begtinning.”

HIGH STANDARD

Mrs. Maocllonald feels that
an a first tev must say some-
thing abaut the group's stan-
dlards,

Mrs. MacDonald won the
proup’s only acling award
around 65 when she took a
besl actress award for her pari
in O Dad. Poor Dad.

nr. Hill says the group
switched 1o the Ceniral

Onturio group about five or six -

years after they bepan com-
peting because the competition
was oo hot in Western.

“We were up against groups
like Toranto in Central,” he
said, “'but they just weren't as
organtzed as the nnes in Wesl-
ern. Places like London and
Hamillon had wvery good
groups, highly organized and
GLT always aimed for o fairly
high stondard, When they first
entered a drama festival in the
carly 1960s they were in the

woman Is not the best news a bride can hear, especlally just

belfare her wedding, Melissa Hell, the bride In Georgetown Little

Theatre's production of There Goes The Bride, sheds a few tears

much to the amazement of her father,

Bev Nicholas and the

Western  Ontario Drama
League with places hke Lon-
dony, Hanulten and Buarhogiun
for cotnpetibon. They were ane
ol 13 entries and yet win 3
place among 1 five hinalisls
tn the competition and pulled
inan award for The besl visual
prescatation. Results Lke thal
alimosl  professional  even
though: they were only ama-
teur groups, [ paess that's why
they can have prfessional
groaups teday as well os Diftle
thealre proups. Dodon't Know
why we ever swilched, 1 was a
tot of fun in Western.™

Airs. MacDonald gives a ot
of credit for the success of
their productinns to the back-
stape people. While aclors el
their  satisfaction from  the
audience reaclion the back-
stage penple don'l,

“The audience never knows
the hours and real labaur that
gocs inle producing the sets
and 50 on,"” she said, i don't
know why they doit, It must be
the vhallenge or providinm the
background to creale lhe
atmosphere that enables us 1o
bring the play off. 1 really
don'l knnw what brings some
of them back vear alter year,
but they come,™

GLT YEAIS

In all the years GLT has
been running Mrs. MacDonald
says there 1s only once that a
production had tohe cancelled.
Although there are never any
understudies becpuse IEH:}'
never have encugh appropri-
ute people to permil such a
Juxury, Spring and Perf Wipe
was the only play that never
made it. Pat and Derek Joynes
had to make an emergency
Irip to England the week the
play was due to open because
of itlness in Mr, Joynes® family
and the show had ta be con-

t

celled, That was about frve
YUars el

Patoick Smith, an vutside
director the group had hired
for the show, stepped into the
breach and- performed 2 ome-
man shoew wiuch e had done
pny previows eecasions and al-
ready konew well enough 1o get
Lthrough nn short notice,

A play reading comnultee of
three exunines plays pul for
ward annualty  and  decides
which ones mert chser ine
spechion from the pfroup before
a Ninal chaice s made,

M. MaceDonald savs thal
arnmgt the issues e He conlem:-
plated in choosuyg a play are
The nuimber and type of aclots
and sets needed, the number of
scenes, costumes, and how
farge a stage will be required
for the production.

S here were 1hree scenes,
for instance, we probably
couldn’t handle it,"" she says.
“{r if we necded 20 characlers
you know immediately i isn’t
worth & second look. Or il there
was a crawid scene, youhave to
ook a1t whelher the stage is big
erougeh e bamdle il. You also
nevd a good balanee of male
and female roles, Something
hat required 10 men and a
couple of women would
probably be beyoend us.”

PLAY CHOSEN

A play may be chosen even
though the proup lacks an
aclor for a parhicular parl,
Mrs. MacDonald said, becouse
it is assomed he person they
need will be found by the titne
casting? 1s beann,

[[ no ane in the growp can e
found to il o role Mr, Hill
said, then the eall will go out to
neighboring little t{healre
groups for a volunleer to help
out, Since GLT bos a pretty
poaodd reputation it is casier to

amusement of the olher woman, Tiffany Hamilten, The comedy

will be staged in Sacre Cocur Hall on Oct, 12,

13. 19 and 2. There

will als0 be o special benefit performance on Wednesday, Ocl, 10
with the proceeds to go to Halton's Women's Place, Curtain time

each night |s & p.m,

Y Sale ends Sat. Oct. 20th
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NEW FOR YOU

pel help from outside groups
thant would el they weren™
ainnng for a high standard.

Incrisasing the membership
st Thal directors have a wider
ranfe of prople from whom (o
vhoose when they are casting
plavs s ong of the improve-
meats Mre. Joynes  sees  n
(il T Tuture. Gelling o new
theatre which will pravide o
good setting for the group's
wark will help 1o allract more
and better people he leels, and
Mr. Hills apgreed,

Membership has bad its ups
anmd downs over the vears, Mr.
Hatl said, During the early
1%k there seemed 1o e o
sudden interest i little theatre
and the group had a pood

DESIGN AWARD FASHION

by Emanuelle and Pierre Jermain

THIS SELECTION
OUR BEST EVER

COLOURS: Burgandy,
Nafural, Blue, Grey, Black Patant,

Black Calf, Brown

LADIES AIR STEP AND

CELEBRITY DRESS SHOES
Oh So Comfortable. You can

even dance all night in them .5

and still dance some more. C
to Sizes 5 to 11

Air-Step 39798 tg 3578
Celebrity *39% to *47°

CHECK THESE PRICES - OUR PRICES ARE LOWER

STORE HOURS:
MON. — WED.
8:30-6:00
THURS. & FRI.
G5
SAT.
-$.5:30

o

128 Guelph St.
Georgetown

membershup  Suddenly, wilh
the advent of colored lelevi-
sion members couldn’l be
Jopund.

The vear they hid the Noel
Coward play as their festival
enlry the adjudicator made a
comiment about nol being able
In understand why anyoene
would do something Hke Whis,

“The fellow abviausly didn’
look arnund and see there were
only aboul a dosen members in
the group at thae Lirpe, " he said,
“Wilhh aboul six actors yoo
have lo go wilh something that
enly uses [our people,”

SEVENTPEGPLE
- When Lhey staged Bonnven-
ture there was one night they
enly had seven people in the

THE HIEILALD, \‘-'rdnﬂdn‘r. Uclober 10, 1378 - Paje

audience "and [our of them

were  usherelles,” Mro Hill
laugthed.
About five years ago

membarship began an up
swing! that s stll goioge on. Al
present Lhe group has about 50
members. They are fairly
evenly divided between actors
and backslage people. T
makes no difference tw the
proup whelther'new members
have greal experience or jusl
lots of willingness to leara.
Anyane 15 welcome who is
willing lo work at some aspecl
uf theatre.

Cine of the things one notices
aboul the group is the number
of British people who belung to
it Mr. Hudl says that this is not

(Rated at 25° below)

EVER YTHING 'S
DIFFERENT
- -WHERE YOU GO
WwWHAT YOU WEAR
wWHO YOU ARE

VENING £

Pierre Jermain - $9Q9%.

Emanvelle -

457

Sizes 5-10 (Not in oll sirles]

-

BRAD'S
GOTIT!

POLAR GUARD
VESTS & COATS

by design, it has just worked
vut that way. Litile thealre has
iostropg tradition in Britain
and this may influence Hritish
people to join up when they
find o place where they can get
involved.

“1 know pruple a5k why we
don’'t da more Canadian or
American  plays,”” be  spid,
bt it comes down to being
able tv cast them. When you
have mostly British actors you
look at British plays. Yet when
you do mainly British plays
Canadions tend 1o feel hesitant
about jointng us. [U's o vicious
circle,

Conlineed on page 27
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COMPLETE YOUR ENSEMBLE with our
PURSES & CLUTCHES

Prbas ad L

ORTHOPAEDIC PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED

FLETCHERS family shoes

L]

GEORGETOWN'S FOREMOST FOOT FITTERS

102 Main St

Downtown Genrgetmh

wwe LATEST CLASSY FASHIONS

EXCELLENT LARGE SELECTION FINE QUALITY
LEATHERS OR TOP QUALITY POLYURETHANES

EVERY LADY IN
GEORGETOWN
SHOULD CHECK
OUR HANDBAGS
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