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A Golfer’s Paradise: Bermuda!

By CHRISLODGE

HAMILTON, Bermypda -
Think about Mother Nature's
'Grand Design® for sports-
men und imagine her having
sat at seme magrificent
ensel desgining rivers, lakes,
mountains and valleys. You
might conclude that she re
served a speclal place for
golfers aund their beloved
Lourses,

If she dld, that place has to
be Bermuda,

Almost anywhere you go
you are within praetieally
iwo club-lengths of the seq,
There are nine goll courses
on an Island that's just 21
square miles In all, That
means, for the statistically
inclined, some 6.5 holes per
square mile. And that makes
a lat of fairways, greens and
sond fraps for the 57,000
pcrimanent residents and Lhe

10,000 weekly visitors to try .

to take advaniage of every
day. _

It can caslly be satd that
Mother Nalure picked .her
spot well, All conditions that
make golf one of the wor)d's
foremost sports pre found
here. You are challenged by
gently rolling terrain, beauti-
ful, deceptive waier harards
{arms of the ocean, in most
cases) and ‘roughs' consist-
ing of poinsecttias, oleander,
hibiscus and numerous otheyp
tropical flowers,

Even Bermuda's fall and
j winter weather promotes the
game. Consider the average
deily maximum tempera-
tures: September (84.1),
October (79.2), November
(73.9), and December (70.0),
In January, Februnry and-
March the temperatures
reach an average daily max|-
mum of &4, As for the rest of
the year, o say weather
conditions are oulstanding
would be an understatement.

Clearly, when you come to
Bermuda to play golf, you
must be on guard or the
Island's many other attyge-
tions will lure you off the
course,

If you overhit your
epproach shot at Belmont's
18th, the ball will skip across
8 roadway and bring you
{ace to face with the biggest

chatienge to golf's relgn as -

winter king in Bermuda - the
tennis courts. :

“Pack a racket in your golf .

bag,” seems to be the
message for Bermudn-boungd
travellers. Hut then, since
tennis was introduced to the
United States in 1874 from
Bermuda, that Is hardly
suprising.

Bul whete to start? OF the
nine golf courses, six of them
are 18-holers! Belmont,
Costle Harbour, Mid-Ocean,
Fort Hoynl, Princess and
Riddell's Bay.

Of the three nine-holers,
iwo are set at the extreme
castern tip of the island
averiooking the historic town
g of 5t. George's.

Because Bermuda i an
island and an extremely
narrow one (its widest point
ts about two miles) It would
g be unthinkable not to include
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TUCKER'S TOWN, Bermuda ~ A [avorite
in Bermuda is
because there ar
end of this 21
most seenic as well as the
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pastime

playing golf, which is natural simply

Mid-Ocean Club in Tucker's Towm. Here,
foursome and two caddies move down the
which is flanked by paim trees and lush follage,

the sca as part of the game.
Most of Bermuda's links are
located at the side of the
water. Many requlre shots
aver or around it. And the
views of the ocean make
those shats even more
rnemcrable and the hooks

and slices not so bnd after

all... scenic but salty.

Rarely in Bermuda do you
(ind a long walt on any tee —
or playera pressing you from
behind. Nor is a sudden

sound apt to distrpct your !
swing. Only four of the

island'a 135 golf holes paral-
lel a main road and Bermuda
has no highways, freeways
Or expressways.

Gelting to Bermuga's nine
golf ceurses just might be
easier than gelling lo your
own. Flying time {from
Toronto is lessthantwoand a
half hours, Other direct

flights from major citles of ¢ |

Cansda and the U.S. and

London, England ps well, .

moke coming to Bermuda
elmost easier than coming
out of the rough at Mid-
Oc¢ean.

To point up the nccessibi- |

lity and ease of playing golf
in Bermuda, two Golf

Magazine editors stnged -

what they called the Great
Bermudn Golf Race. On a
Sunday morning, they simul-

- tancously set off from New

York City bound for the golf
course, one editor headed for
Bethpage on Long Island, the
other editor for the Castle
Harbour in Bermuda. The
race was to sce who could
arrive at the course, play 18
holes and then get back first
6 a designated New York
City restaurant which served

as the finlsh line. The editor

who flew Lo Bermuda won by
a full 19 minutes, and the
Race was deseribed In the
November, 1978 issue.
Taking a brief . sprint
around Bermudn courses:
BELMONT - 5777 yards,
par 70. Only ene par-four
exceeds 400 yards. The short-
est four iz 282 yards, Elevat-
ed and double-tiered greens,
blind sccond shots, tight

e

¢ nine golf courses to be found from one
-square mile island to the other, One of the
toughest links 1o play is the

happy
falrway

fairways and a whole cluteh
of smoll, nazrow putting
surfaces are part and parcel
of Belmont gelf,
MID-OCEAN ~ Cathedral-
like in its nwesome beauty,
Mid-Ocenn ranks as cne of
the top ten links in the world,
Good shols are rewarded,

bad shots are penalized. The '

€547 yards take the golfer
past superb views of the
Atlantic,

Britain
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PORT ROYAL ~ A yquth-
ful gem of a layout, Part
Hoyal is moving to challenge
magnificent Mid-Ocean as
Bermuda's banner golf re-
sort. The 6,380 Robert Trent
Jones designed course is set
agatnst & backdrop of
sapphlre sea. With onty one
exception, every par four or
five has judiciously placed’
fairway bunkers,

RIDDELL'S BAY - Wind-
ing olong a peninsula which
al its widest measures only
some GO0 yards, Bermuda's

oldest course provides the
goller with n magniflcent
challenge to both his game
and his camera. The tight
fairways and small, narrow
greens are set in a relatively
short 5,476 vards.

And the list goea on until
the ratio reaches one golf
course for every 6,000 per-
sonsl Though golf in Bermuy-
da is ployed the year round,
the near-perfect weather and
course conditions In the fall,
winter and early spring pro-
vide scaside golf ot its best.
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For all your travel needs
Call Rick Bonnette

Acton Troyeit i
b MR E o
L) M2

PO Bo 102

Thurs.-Fri, ¥.9
Saturday 9.4

P

Booking with Hoos Traval is one thing, After you land we will
further asist to halp you amoy a great holidoy, from Lookwig |

a hotul for

& few nights to arranging a Renta.Car to aet you

to your holiday destination, Next time you are planning a
trip lgt Roas Travel Agency make the afrangements.

ROOS Travel agercy

206 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOW, TNt L7G 4B

TEL, B77 D118




